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1. Pursuant to the provisions of Title L5 C.F.R. Part 136, the record
0¥ the Marine Board of Investi-ation convened to investigate subject
casualty, together with its Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Recom-
mendations, has been reviewed. '

2. During early evening on 9 March lyb> the motor fishing vessel SANTA
“LitIA, of B4 gete, buillt of wood in 1928, with a cargo of approximately
25,000 pounds of fish on board, was inbound from Neah Bay to Seattle with
tne F/V KRISTINE followd ng close astern. At 0305 when off Point Ne Point
the KRISTINE chanzed course toward kverett and the SANTA MARIA ocontinwed
toward Seattle. At this time the SANTA +*AnIA's speed was reduoced %o
three-quarters and approximately one-half hour later the speed was- further
reduced to one-half, four to four and one-half ikmots. This speed reduc-
tion was due to head winds from the southeast of 20 to 4O mph and head
seas, The visibiiity was fair. The master was on the bridge in charge

of navigation and the required navigzation lights were burning brightly.

At approximatsly 0420 the port bow ot the U, 5, Navy LST 300 struek the
port side of the SBANTA MARIA in a position abowt 3000 yards off Point .
Weils Light. The SANTA MARIA sank immediately and ef the four erew mem-
bers aboard, three were apparenmtly entrapped in the wreckage and perished.
The SANTA MARIA made no course or speed alterations prior to the collision
and no whistle signals were exchanged betwegn the ecl.l.iding m
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as the investigation was not completed because of the mmum;w of
Govermment witnssses.
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After full and msture deliberation the Board finds as follows:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. At approximately OL20, PST, on 10 March 1955, the Fishing Vessel SaNTA4
MiRIA and the U, S, Navy LST 306 collided in Puget Sound, approximately 3,000
Yards abeam of Point Wells Light, washington, with subsequent loss of the
SENTS MARIA znd loss of life of several crewmembers aboard the same,

2. The vessels involved are:

a, F/V SiNT4 MARIA, Official No, 237680, an imerican uninspected fishing
vessel, 8l gross tons, 57 net tons, 70.0' x 19,L' x 8,7', huilt of wood in
1928, powered hy 180 horsepower diesel, home port Tacoma, Washington, The
vessel was owned an? operzted at the time of the casualty by John 4. DePolo,
Jr., 2717 North Starr Street, Tacoma, Washington and Ohren Kokish, 2110 North
Steele Street, Tacoma, Washington,

b, USS LST 206, a puhlic vessel of the United States, approximately
328" x 50,0' x 1L.3', aporoximate displacement L,050 tons when fully loaded,
operated by the United States Navy,

3. The weather conditions prevailing at the time were: overcast, occasional
lizht rain; wind southeast, 20 to L0 miles per hour; choppy sea and fair vis-
ihbility,

L. On 9 March 1955, the SANTA MARIA, loaded with a cargo of approximately
twenty five thousand pounds of fish, while inhound throush the Strait of

Juan de Fuca from the vicinity of Neah Bay, toward Seattle, Washington,
passed close ahoard the F/V KRISTINF at Slip Point at about 1740, PST. The

KRISTINE assumed a position about one to two miles astern of the SaNTi MARTA
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and commenced following her in through the Strait, 4it O?OS, PST, on 10 March
1055, the KRISTINE was aheam of Point No Point and parted company, proceeding
toward Everett, The SiNT4 MARIA continued toward Seattle, Washingtone Prior
to passing Point No Point the SiNTA MARIA was proceeding at normal full speed,
anproximately 8.75 knots; at Point No Point speed was reduced to 3/kL, spprox-
imately é to 7.5 knots; approximately one-half hour later speed was reduced
to 1/2, approximately L.0 tc L.S knots, Speeds were reduced because the ves-
sel was heading into the wind and seas, The required running lights, 20
point white masthead light, 32 point white range light, 10 point red and

sreen side lights, were disnlayed on the SiNT. MARIA prior te and at the time
of the collision,

. Prior to and at the time of collision the S:iNTA MARIA was being conned by
Mr. Ohren Kokich, assisted hy Mr. Leigh P. larson, Steerins was heing con-
trolled hy means of an automatic steering device known as the Metal Marine
Pilot, manufactured »y Wood Freeman, 342 Golden Gate nve,, Tacoma, 9Jashing-
ton, In order for a change of course to be made it would have been neces-
sary to disensase & clutch device, and such change woulc have »een known to
persons aboard beczuse of the characteristic change of sound of the steering
device., No chanze of course or speed was noticed nor were any whistle sig-
nals heard by Mr., John A. DePolo, Jr., engineer of the SANTA MiRI4, during

the fifteen minutes before the collision, The SiaNTs MiRIA was struck on the
port side by the LST 306, Immediately following the collision most of the
hull and house of the SANTA MARIA sank, Crewmemhbers Ohren Kokich, Leigh P,

Tarson and Sigurd G, Hovland were trapped in the wreckase hy the immact,
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Mr, John A, DePolo, Jr,, managed to extricate himself from the sinkinz cahin,
put on a life preserver, lash himself to a life raft and was recovered from
the sea by crewmemhers of the IST 306 approximately twenty minutes later,
é. Mr, DePolo was hosnitalized at Bremerton Naval Hospital as a result of
injuries sustained and was unable to appear at the Marine Bozrd of Investi-
gation until 1L Aoril 1955, The hody of Mr, Sigurd G. Hovland was recovered
by U, S. Coast Guard vessel, The bodies of Mr., Obren Kokich and Mr, Leizh P,
Larson have not hween recovered to date nor has any person reportedi having
seen either man since the collision hetween the LST 306 and the SiNTA MARIA,
other than the few moments that John a, DePolo, Jr,, saw Mr, Ohren Kokich in
the pilot house while the vessel was sinking,
7. Mr. Martin i. Thompson, 1lst Officer of the tug MILWAUKEE, and Mr, Sverre
snre, Master of the F/V KRISTINE, who were called as witnesses, established
an approximate position of the F/V SANTA MARIA shortly before the c-llision.
8. Information concerning the movements of the LST 306 ans the actions of
the person or persons in charge o the LST 306 prior to the collision with
the SANTA MARIA was not available to the Board,
9, After the collision, the L3T 306 and the USS SPHINX stood hy and assisted
in search and rescue operations,
10, “he estimated loss of the SuNTA MARIA is: to vessel, $60,000,00: to carso,
in excess of $5,000,00. The extent of damaze, if any. to the LST 206 was not
availgble to the Board.

CONCTLUSIONS

11. RBased upon the aforementioned facts it is concluded that:
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a, On 10 March 1955, at ahbout 2L?0, PST, the IST 306 znd the Fishing
Vessel S:NT: MARIA were invelved in a collision in Puget Sound, wpproximately
3,000 yards from Point Wells Light, whichresulted in the sinking and com-
plete loss of the SANTA MARIA,

b, Just nrior to and at the time of the collision the SANTA M:RIA was pro-
ceeding toward Seattle, Washington, at hzlf speed, approximately four knots,
beins conned hy Mr, Ohren Kokich, the vessel's Master, steering being con-
trolled hy means of an automatic steerinz device (Metal Marine Pilot), re-
gquired lights displayed and no whistle sighals were sounded by the SiuMNT: MARIA,

€. The movements of the LST 206 and any actions by the person in charge
of the LST 306 cannot be determined hecscuse the testimony o7 Naval witnesses
is not available to the Board,

d. The exact movements of the S:NTi MARIA and any actions by the ves-
sel's Master cannot be determined hecanse the only surviin~ member of the
crew was Mr. John .., DePolo, Jr,, who was in the crew's quarters, helow,
nrior tec ¢nd at the time o the casualty,

e, The cause o” the collision cannot »e determined “ecause there is not
sufficient evidence available from which to make such a determination,

f. Mr. John i, DePolo, Jr., was hospitalized hecause of injuries sus-
tained as a result of the collision,

g. The followin~ nimed memherc: of the crew, Obren Kokich, Leigh P. Larson
and Sigurd G. Hovland, lost their lives as a result of the collision,

h, The estimated value of loss of the vessel SiNTA “ARIA is $60,DO0.0Q,

and the estimated velue of loss of the carco of fish is in excess of $5,000.
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i. The extent of damage, if any, to the LST 30A cannot be ascertzined by
the Board.

RECOMMENDATIONS

12, It is therefore recommended that:

a, The testimonw of U.S . Naval witnesses be made availahle to the
Marine Roar® of Investigation if = reasonable determination of the cause of
the collision is to e made.

n. If recommendation (a), ahove, is not required, it is recommende?

that this case be closed and no further action be taken,

L. T. JONES
Captain, U.5.C.G., Chairman

W, C, TOSTER
Commander, 7.8,C.G., Member

L, W, LEMOS
Lieutenant, U.5.C.G., Member
and Recorder
The Board then, at 10:15 a.m., 23 June 1955, adjourned to await

the sction o” the convening authority.

L, T, JONES
Captain, U.5.C.G., Chairman
L. W, LEMOS

Lieut nant, U.5.C.G., Recorder
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