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~-'4s formerded herewith.

- broms Chief, Jjerchaat Veasel Inbpeotioﬁ dvision
' fTot ~ Comamandent R |

/Sub:),z . Murins Hoexd of Invéatigation; caésiiing_'of Hotorvoet COLIHT
‘ with resultent loss of 1ife on & September 1951 in wrest sgg
Inlet, New Jorsey S ‘

1. ' Pureuant to the provisions of Ttle 46 CoFoile, Fart 136, theremrd
of the Msrins Board convensd to investigate subject casueliy, togelher with .
its Findings of Fact, Conclusions and comrendstions, has been reviewed and

2. Toe motorboat MOONLI (HT of 10 gro built in 1940, propelled -
. by a 105 horsepower gasoline engine wag engegad in o« ¢ RS @ passenger-’
_carrying vessel in the fishing and recreation businéss in the liew Jersey. .
syea. The :I0ONLIGHT admesswring less than 15 gross tons wes not subject
to stetutory voast Cusrd sunuzl inspection and cartification for sesworthy:
purpossg. On the moruing of 8 SGeptember 1951 ths .OUNLSGHT depérted from
dergate for the offshore fishing area with eight pasaengers and one crew ..
member on boerd, while small craft warnings were displeyed. At adout 1500
the HONLIWHT decided to return snd heeded for the bar st Oceun Slty, arriwl
‘at the entrence buoy shortly before 1700. Although the sea outelds had
modsrated, the sea at the bar was considersbly rougher. roor scemenship
wes exproised by the oporator of the [OONLI #HT in crossing the bar, which.
_resulted in her capsizing by & stern sea. The weather was purtly cloudy:
and clesr, fresh northesst bresse and rough scas IW0 pasoengers angd, the
op rator of the ;DONLI T lost their lives as a result of this casusliy,.

P The Toard mede the following rindings of racts

", ‘the “otorboet 'TCNLLIHT cepsized near Chamnel Buoy "C¥
at the bar to weat -gg Inlst on B September 1951 at about = =
1645 5T, HNine p:rsona wers on board at the time md of:
these, three lost their lives ly drowning. One of the
deceasad vas the operator. R

“2, The westh:r at the time of the acecldent was partly cloudy.

and clesr, a fresh Il. .. breose waz blowing and the ses rough.:
tmall creft warnings ‘had been displayed at Coeen Clty Lifebost .
,Stotion until noon of the 8th whet ihey were lowered on orders -
from Atlantic Vily. S o I
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*3, . The . NLLUIT, Official lo. 239'70'7 is an uninspecbd
wooden-hulled 20tarboat of 10 iroes tons, 34.9' length, S b
12.8' boem and 3.0' depth. She was powered by a 10; H.Pe : i
vhris-Craft motor, driving e single screw, built in Phils~

delrhiz in 1940 and registered in the neme of Willism Senson,

2503 Zlop .oud, Northfisld, ¥. J. ‘

"4e & llcense to angaaa in the cosstwisc trrde and the
meckerel fisheries, hed been issued at Fhiledelphiz on 18
. lecember 1950 mc a change of master recorded at Atlsntic
ity on 18 July l9sl. FPhilin unson was the mester of record
from 18 July 1951 but he was not on board at the time of the
casualty. ‘
us, 'mo HOONLI GHT was chartered by a group of employees of
the 7. €. ifint, Philadelphia for a day's fishiug, and the ;
hiring arrengenents were made by Jesars. Larry Kelly md B L
“duerd Jlclowsn, representing the fishing party and Mr. :
%411ism Stoclamen, representing the 4(NLI GiT, on the evening
© of 7 ‘eptember. According to Molowan and Kslly, Stockmen was
- 4in charge of the XONLI (T as her nsster, and further he was
‘highly recommended by locel acquaintances.

: "6, The following members of the ﬁ.ﬁhing party yere i'eaomdg

- Lemrence Xelley - 854 Gorinthien ivenue, Philedelphis, Pa. -
awerd Molowan - 6319 N. “ernet Street, Philaedelphia, Pa,
tenlel ite :llin, Jr. - 5623 ‘fusgrave Street, Philadelpyhis, Pa.
Frank J. Devine — 1607 S. buslsh Street, Philsdelphia, Pa.
flvin A. Gilchrist - 670 N. 11th Street, Fhiladelphis, Pa.
Jagk ‘ﬁller - 1927 N, 27th Street, Philadelphia, Fa,

The following members of the fishing party are dead:

endel i 4ullin, Sr. - 5623 [lusgreve Street, Philadalphh, Pa.
John Nalson - ‘3090 framingo /veuue, Philadelphta, Pae

{.411iam St.ocmm -~ 138 .acatur .svemn, Fomers Point., Ne Jo (operatsr}

e AL A e RS e

17, Oun the mormng of 3 -eptembor, JOUNLT T left “ratals
wharf, .eryate, with her fishing party sbosrd, emi proceadsd
taward thu fiehing sreas aff-shore. Suall araft warniugs were.
“displsyed at the tine, but the outwerd houng t.r:i.p vias uneventfiul,

A L A e WAL
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N o ‘Soms of the ritnesres taaﬁhed that the weather carﬂitiom
. became exoallent as the dsy progressed.  Fishing was not =
very good, haaver, mc after trying ssversl locotions, . ,
_estimeted to be ﬁ.vo to eight milea off shore, it was dooidad '
~_ to return about 1500, aud the "OCNL: GHT hﬂaded for the bar at
' Ogesn Gity. ' Several other bosts were cvertaian on thoway 4~
. &nd the “WOMLI HT arrd.ved. off the nuh*anoe bmv short:l: before .
_5300 o'elook. ‘

T - 2 ? coording %o t-he surviv'lng witmam, tha sea was much
e ~© . rougher on the ber .then it had bsen outside; but nona paid
LU I R sny perticular notice to the chonge in the sea conditions ap
the mllludﬂbogmherpusm over the ber betwech buoys -
TR - B &.C at Great Egg Inlet entrance. Kslley, who was gasted
. in the stern sheets and according to testimony wes thé only
_actus). aye-witness to the'oapeising, stated that a lsrge sed . .
‘made up estern of the mmml‘mdnuiunwur countery
threw her troadsids md the MIONLY (H? went completely over. It
‘happened so Quickly that nd sttempt wes made to obtsin life

“pruemu, although m an board ir.mw thw were ruduv ava:l.lah‘lo._‘“'f

N9, '&bm found hﬂuel! in th- vatar \mder the boat and by -

- - -their voices; he recogmized Rollon'a, 120 Sr.ts end. stock-u
i ~ man's, &1l slatlerly situated. ks the MOORLI GHT settled, the
A .. eir space under her hull beomns less and he noted that ons
. % 7 - <volge after smother, (they were all praying), lapsed into

EEEE " pilence. ‘As Hetowan was about to give up hope, the HDONLI (HT
- "’mmddnnlyrs.ghhdandhanmmuﬂhommﬂlh
fomdh:molfinﬂmhospital.» A

. “10. acording 0 tha hoaat ward pm.'aonml aboard the GG 3&09,
Charles K, "ood, ‘0 (211-646) in cherge, Richerd deroney,: '#3,
(272-084), Jemes K. Samk, &N (293-526); thay were ordared
to patrol the Creat gy Inlet about 1415 ‘ST on 8 September by
Herry L. Hadson, R0 (L), (105-325), Offiser in charge, Ocean
;. City Lifeboat ctation. They on patrol and pessed
over the bar shout & hsif hour later, finding the ses very. RS
rough, Yood radioed the Jookimt tower at Osesn Jity for SRR
Mm&nm&ﬂgb&ﬁhﬁuv&dﬂvmmm
, that there were ahbout 10 hesdad im. Hepmegodﬁoﬂn S
‘ vicinity of “A™ bmy and 58 the HOONLY! ‘1', the 1 baathf
o ﬁumupam.ngin,puudlﬂ.uh habd t.-mof
N o hers The eutire orew of the CG themm-ﬂ
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gea under the sounter wideh thrm & boat end over end or -
broadside. From m estinated 50 to 75 yerds the U 36409

"’ - olosed rapidly and immediately begsn taking survivors on
. ... bosirde Ou being informed that more. psople were under the
- overturned WXUNLI (HTP 8 line wes nede rast to her skeg anh
\ g,hypulmgatnnanglethaqrattusﬂghm loticing :
- one man floeting face down, Jmmes Sendsmark, SN, Jumped
‘ovm.' the side ond assisted getﬁng the body &low dc.

He. then returned to the MOOMLI (HT eénd rescuad Mo

~ the only visible survivor on board.. :hen Sand-wk saﬁlﬂed | _
.‘himelfthatnootberamonm-ﬁrd,hosmbacktotb;;_ s
1786 36409 smd vood, notloing the condition of ilodowan, doo:ldod SRR

‘to land the aurvims in thcqnichu pus:l.blc td.m. e
w31, Hiood had lspt Hndaon vho was at the I.i.reboat "f.atinn,

- informed of developmnte, md sfter the rescne was effeoted, . -
‘Hudson ordered ijood to proce:d into smooth water where the

-, 'gurvivors wre trensferred to ths pioket boat undar the. emand
- of Hudson. -Upon completion of the trensfeor Tood was ordered to

' return to the goens for punaiblo survivors md to attempt seving’

" the ‘XONLI GHT while Hudson 'in the ploket boat trought all ﬁa
. ) sarvivors to the I.i.fabont statd.on whu'- & doctnr and oﬂpr R

- us:t.utmoe wag At htnd _ . e

“12. e Iineli.ng, 8 103&1 phylician, ;a'onounued Nelson deqd ,
and ordered MoCowan hoepitalized, The others were yiven first
aid and when sutr:lc:hnﬂy ruonvu'od m a:umed to precoe& to -

N mi’ m. . “ . ‘ ] H.V‘_'( \ ,\ .—;:_.

"3, The G0 36409 on rpwmng to the momm'r suw 0o rwﬂm'
"aigmoflifesudmattuptmmtutowhermrmbw. S
. Howewur, the ses conditions prevented suocessful towlng, and &

ahortly thareafter Hudson ead the orew of the piclet boat :nnend
%ood i his crew. Ahdwhmipwouhtd, 1tbeoau-bmmm
svident that th-x)umﬂi ﬂdmbbahmdledinthtlufhn

-rumﬂ.ngandm :ln!orud mumummﬁc
_u:lty. He then ecnud andumdtotbluﬁnn

f'nu.. on ,m

9Soptenhor mm&ortumumcmmmm-
from the besch and & tnptlmm haﬂmﬁ,hﬁm

88 muthnfhrhaﬁbunonthiw,
m th,th-mottbloun -

1 . -

L
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City and Uorsons Inlet Lifoboat Staticne ware successful in
reaching the hulk and it wee towed into corsons Inlet. hen
some of the water and detris had been removed the hodies of

, the two missing were found; that of Stoaknan, the operator,

neer the engine oasing, Jjamsad under the flooring end that
of Jullin Sr. under the flooring in the after end of the

~ cockpit, Allpareonmlmohadhaencnboardnrethm

aucomud Tox.Y

" The Board mede the following conclmionc:

"1. It is congidered -that the pﬁmipal cause of this casualty -
wig the dangerous sea conditions pertaining on ‘the bar at the
time of the JDONILWHT'2 attempted psssage, and the fallure of
her operator to consider these gconditions before taking the boat

- into them. It is an socepted practice among sezmen 2ocus tomad |

t0 handling boats in surf, to stop momentarily or longer to

‘consider the sea conditions before attempting poseage inremuch

as it 1s » well known phenomeron that surf and breaking sea ere
never of equal size end intensity. Hence,  pause to gain oppor-
tmﬂ.w for a lull is deemed & neosssity md the failure to do so
on the part of the HOCONLI HT's cperator is cotsiderod to have -
resulted in the boat encountering a . sea which might heve been
avnided with ordinary care.

r2. Stoglman, the HOONL (HT1e oparaw, was loeslly known a8

& seaman of over 30 years experiepce, and the boat herself was
also lmowm io be staunch md seaworthy, an opinisn thot wag borna
out Ly her ability to emerge from & two day buffeting in ithe sw'f

- whils atteupis were made to salvage her. Ome or two of the survivors

wors expericnoed fishermen end their opinion of tha bost and the wey
it was handled was without complaint. ¥ood, LNC in charge of the
CQ 36409, who has spent hims entire 1ife on the Jersey bLeeches sod
who wes an cyevnitness to the casualty wes of the opinion that the

AOHLI GHT attempted to cross the baxr at too grest a epeed.

"y, Invinotthhopdnionmdmmzﬁodinct testdimony of
tho deceased operator, the conclusion that the O0NL: HT atkexptsd
to croes tuhrinammrmtmmﬁaemmufom
the most plavsible resson for the ossualty,

"4 It ig 1lso considered that tha performmoe of duty on the psrt

of the resouing crev of the CU 36409 was over and above that stasderd -
vhich is commonly expeoted. 7The foresipht of "0od, standing in with .

mmatofmummmmuummcgoc:

-'5—
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trouble at the bar showed sn exercise of fine jud;ment. Sendce
merk's jump into the rough sess probably ssved the 1life of Mo-
Gowan, his efforts only seconded by Maroney snd Wood. /11
survivors were unanimous in their praise for their treatment

at the hands of the Joast Gusrd personnel, and were equally
laudatory of the seamanship displayed in their rescus.”

5. The Board mede the following mcommendations:

"1, Since the operator of the tOONLLGHT ia deceased, it is
considered that no action under 46 USC #276 for failure to
register as master is feasible. Since there was no probative
evidence thst the omer, who at the time of tha casualty, was
undergoing Port Security training in the Coeat Ousrd detall
at Camp Cordon, (&. was a party to Stockman's use of the
boat; it is likewise considered that he was without fault.

"2, It is recommended that due recognition be given the
following three Cosst wsrd porsonnel for their outstanding
a ' performance of duty: '

Charles K. Wood, NG (211-646)
idchard Muroney, B3 (272-084)
James K, Sendsmark, SN (293=526) M

6. In connection with Recommendation 2 of the Fosard that due recognd-
tion be given the following coast Wuerd personmel: \

Charles K. Veod, NG (211—646;
iichard Moroney, B3 (272-084
Jomes K. Sandsmerk, SH (293-526)

for their outstanding performance of duty in effectin; the rescue of the
pasgengers of the !CONLIGHT, the record of investigation of subjoot casualty
will be referred for the consideration of the "Coast Gusrd's Soard of /werds®
following approvel of the report of subject casuvalty by the Commandant,

7. Subject to the forejoing remarks, it is recomionded thct the
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"S.ndinga of Fset, Conclusions md fecomnendations of the .!arine Board '

of Imatlgation be wpproved, i

F. A OVENDEN
/8P, iy OV.iiAN
Acting

Ind-1 ‘ o _ 4

10 Janwary, 1962

From: cChic?, Urfice of ifarchert Marine 'afety
Tos vasmandant
Rorerrded, recommending apm'oial.

/s/ B. C. SIEPYEARD -
I!. C. SHEPFEARD

fp2 0T Ly

JAN 15, 1952

‘!! He,-}n IH Q\E II;

YERLIN M REILL

. ‘\{ica A&.n ‘!h‘iﬁtConaﬁ Guard




