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14, Pursusat to +the pmvisiona of i-itw Ty c.p.n.. ,Part 156. ‘the record
thc Martne Bard convened o 1mstig&te subjaoct ohsualty, togaﬁu' with its.
Fin'dings of Fact, Opinions a.nd Hecom&anom,;m bagn raviewad an&: g'far-
ﬁr&ed hergwith. . N '. -

,jz'o: ~ ., The' steam tanker L. P. ST. CIAIR of 8,,068 ;.‘ca. wac inhmm;l and the .
MSTS Pﬂ'p &ABAO S. MUNEMORI wae ‘outbound in the' Strait of Juan dn Puocso ~The
weather was. overcast, light- 'brecze, fog- patohes, vuibﬁity yryin, mith the”
density of the position of the' fog patehes from six miles to. ons~half mile.

L ‘mﬁh veséels sighted each othe*r visually - befora the 8
’ pa.tchn ‘lost such contact. Bith ) ssels -had e ther ' in sight
_.apective radara. Upon closing in each vessel took sollision~& 7
" tut rieverthaless, toth vessels collided at approximately 1719 on 2e
. four and ome-half rdled SSW of Sherringham Light, Vancouver- Tsland
"injuries-or loss of life were sustained as a’ “repult. of this- -onsualty The =
dmge to the L. >, ST QLAJI Wa.s eatimtad ats 8125,000 and to ‘bhe :
8. WI at $10,QOO. B -
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i " jiSp ‘rhe Baard made the !‘qllawing Findings of Ms

o "J;'. At 17185 haurs. (m.sw) on 20 uay. , 51, the mon Compen
*fanker, L. P. ST. CIATR, and the MSTS. FVT. SADAO. S. MUN
' in the Strait of Juan de Fuoca, four and. M;f milod goutdi, south.
- west of Sherringham Light, Vancouver Island, B. C+, witli axtensive
' .dmge to both vessels, but no :Ln;mriea,or 1oss 01‘ life “to. ,‘bhe wpﬁl'
) r,j.ncl of either vnaelo T e e e BN

'l'ha veuels inmlved a.re; ‘ T
"2. ‘L. P. ST.. CL&IR; off'ic:.al N\mhsr 258115, an- Americga inspeeted
Steam, Corstwise Tanker of lLos Angeles, mgfornn;aossgmuemx

built of steel in the yesr 1939 of which Capteain: Robart F. Bonner,

4523-Via Frasce.tz, san %% Galiforn.‘m '!‘.! !hptar &nd ths unioﬁ 0&1

i the owner. The vessel is equippbé with radar. m;m
a'b the time or the mua.lw. S .

.




‘ ot.tutinmymlmumm \ptaih James Raymond’ Kllis,
‘Zicense Number 83180, of 1818 East Iy Streét, Seattle, washin
ton is the Naster and the USFS, United States Gommont.’

De Ceop is the omir. The vessel is eqnippéd‘
hmutth-ﬁaofﬂnmlwo -.’ ;

The weathior conditions proumng tt«’tm ti.mouerez ? L

e T owrcut d.th u.ght Wil hﬂck. tm 2; fqg patohnn m:’

. sea and yisibility varying with the density of and positisn ef
4he fog patohes, from six (t) nﬂu f:.o mthulf ( ) miles T

~was flooding, last of floods =~ -

"o On 17 w. 1951. in San- Plblo m'
at 1726 hours (PDLST), the L. P. $Fe C
for Seattle, Washington. - Om the 20th of My, 3
the L. Po STe CLAIR rounded !‘tOO‘h IBM;:; ) 3‘ 18
mdonhrodthnstnitotmdema.onw« p{e)] :tm-
- 101© waas continued and at 1580 hours, one pile disegut, vaadn -
‘was abesme ' Vessel was prooesding at 'mfsmm', at approxinetely
1106 knots, 82 RPM's, when at 1628 hours" (DIST) the hoaj
814p Point, distance five miles, still on course 1019 &
“FULL SPLED"3 at approximetely 1645 hours’ (PBLS‘I}"_W uae
two vessels were pdoked up M:I.ng a8 pips on the radar’ 30
 proximately 13,6 miles. distant and bearing. about 4° ‘on the f,. 25
CLAIR's starboard bow. The Master cams ou the bridse ' ¥
there in chargs. of navigation. One vessel was ap
- and at this time was meeting the other, rhtchuugnr, :
88 at 1705 hours (PULST) the vessel emrgute out was seen |
visually, st a distance of about five and oneshalf milws,
. proximmtely 140 on the: stapboard bow, bty the radare At
“fog patch obscured the two vesselss - The.l. P« ST. cum
fog signals and posted lookout, allo plasing enginu
at 1659 hours, as the fog ‘tapk was on her starboard h
hours-the L, P. STe CLAIR, now being in fog ,ltopp-&h

heard the fog sigmal of tho‘tpprmhing,mul'. which was #till b
ing 140 on the starboard bow, by radsr, and 'at a distens s .
. one~half miless At 1715 hours (FPDLST) thers still. botns; ~olmnge. in
‘the bur.’;ns the L. Pe s'r. cumnnt "i' "» aa ghe visually '
2o S
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ey e camags %o the-L. Py 5Te CLATR mwuﬁwﬁ - §188,000.00
; - plus desuriegeund §60,000.00 46 her oargo. The damage to the MY
o sawo s.mmaO.mm rus demuriege, deley

Voegy rhohmwofﬂnx..?;sw. Mnmm‘ :
%h® L. P. ST. CIATR was stopped dead mmﬁm‘amwm

E ... impaste The L. Pe ST, CLAIR's witussses olain Lhey were
~ . perallel to s fog baxk in olesr weather until at 1712 h
.’MM&. Mﬂntntiﬁodﬂuusulm VX
- T ¥lom fog - -That the weesdl held. el or 1019:trus
S stesvegeway 1 M M*‘W ¢

- 4the ¥l caused the vessel te Mtack in o straight 1
‘CLAIR®
half
eould
bluu

o vy flood tide, num; an easterly

witnessss 8lso tesbified that their vessel m :
isitle distanse. ‘They further testified the

thn ~ :
beéau. ascoording to the Rules. of the R&dﬁ,
Mld tte‘nb to th- tor thh euu}.tyo R

sw
R "‘9.. The VT smao S. wmx-a witusm tut:lfiod that. Mr
i _ T - ee) was slmost dead in the water, with oaly litile w ?
B D ~testified that the L. P. ST« CLAIR was erossing’ m‘tr
.« to starboard amd they werc ke privileged vessel, They ¢ .
e T ﬁodthstmblmmmboatmmtothmnthqm

ol

e ~dus to fog,”
e .,rbmwmrmwmms

the mﬂ.n %o anm cnuidon of. VnnIa 1n« Intmtiml m;,
'Pailure to stop her snginss when sh- hurdthn J.‘os aigmil otupt
’wmli‘ornrdoth%rbn'.(_—,_ :

3, The failury of the PYT. SADAO S. MUNEKORT %o mintain's leckeut
- ator near t!n Sw du'tng tog or ob-nrd visibniw. o

%3, The failure of the AVf. SALAO 5. MOMEMORI to redaoce zpueau-
o - Ang obscured” uuuuey vhen m@hr eb&cutiom 1ndiottod - vnul
c fof’ardothnbou.\ )
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S Mninudcmdclamﬁto nniutioml wids are
o —f_'otput-ervtuu-hippi.m is of the gpinion that

Recorqn et mupﬁu oonhi.n suh-hubiw niéonoe to‘in:nct

' or prmutu; oelud.m of vnuh ﬁttod ui.th rsdu- mstalhtiem.-

_of Fm. Opinion!. ond wum of tuv-rim m\of Invast&mm
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m mvig;uan. -This
cont'crm. in its fcnsl mmsona. amhﬁod (Y 3 foumm co

. '19. unm;atm of ships Eqdppnd u& Bedar, po.

S
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l'ho ccutm. uhue mognxd.u tlnt“the reoont

the pouud.eu of any such. device in o way relieves o
4he master of s ship from his obligation stristly to =~
obeerve the requirements lsid down in the. Intcmaﬂoml
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Ses, and in - -
partioular, the obligations oantaind 13 m;lciol 15 nnd ‘
16 ol‘ thon chuhti.om. : !

certain of the vessels involved in serious collisions cnapl?md wi
pnuablo provisions of the ‘statutory and administrative collie;loh g JATE
" rather than relied upon the radars on board, such collisions would have }
avoided. Due to this fast and other factors. such ds technical. qua.lifiationt
" of. ‘'operators, manning, miintenance, otd., the *Redio Technical Commission for
- Marine Service," consisting of government end industry representatives has
‘undertaken, and is now in the process of making, e etudy for the dotmintti
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