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< Froms Chief, Merchant Vessel Inspeciion Division
Tos Comnandsan®
Via: Chief, Office of Merchunt darine Safety

Subj: Marine Board of Investigaticng collisioo MV 10S ANGELIS (Sweddsh)
and MB TURTLY, Sen Francisco Bay, 26 September 15652, with loss of
life

1o Purguant to the provisions of Tltle 46 C.F.R. Part 136, the record
of the Marine Bouard convened to luvesitizate subject casualty, together
with its Findings of Tact, Conclusionz and Recomnendaiions, has bean
reviewed and is forwarded herewlth.

2. On 26 Septomber 1952 the wmosor frelght vessel L03 ANGRLES (Smeish)
of 5,908 g.t. departed San Francisco for sea, anc the MB TURILE, a con
verted LGP of 9 got, with four passengers and operator on board, depart: =
Fisharman’s Wharf for Sausalito or Tideron, San Prencisco Bsy, The weallsr
@y - felt.with good visibility. The 03 ANGELLS, after passing Blozgon ok
Buoy, changed courss to the left and on her port bow sighted the TURTLE,
After both vessals proceeded on collision courses, the 105 ANGELES blsw &
one-blast signal, the danger signal, and finally reversed her ongines auc
changed course hard right. The TURTLE neither hsard nor saw the 105 ANCRLES
until collision was inevitable, which occurred at approximately 1935. J¢

a result of this cssualty the TURTLE sank and the following three pesssiors

e lcet thelir llives:

Mr. Harold C. Dayer
Mrs. Harold $. Dwyar
Mrg, Haroldine Jones

3o The Boerd made the followiny Findings of Fact:
Wl On 26 Septenbor 1952 at about 1935 hours PDT, a collisios secned

on San Francisco Bey, California betwocen the Swedish Motor vegsel IO 2UUELES
and the pessenger wotorsoat TURTLE i a position aboub &0 ynrds moutiw =i

of Alcatrag Island Light House, {USC&3S Chart 5535). This collision rerulted
in the sinking of the TUITLE with lozs of life by drowning of three (3)
passengers on the TURTLE, namely, idr. znd iirs. Farold C. Dwysr and Yra .
Harcldine Joheso
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F P The vesseis involvad were:

(g) The Swedish Vessel 105 ~HGUL3S; home ports, Stocklolm, Swacu:
operated by the Johoson Line whose Poclfic Uoast fgents. are W.R. Graca »
Company, 2 Pine Stroet, San Francisce, Califorria. Its iloyd's Reglatry
Number la 8989. Ths vessel was built 2% Yalwmo, Sweden, of Sleel, in Augunt
1948; lengti 500 fest 3 inches; powerod by twin diesel engines and has
reverzible piteh twin serewa. The vessel is equipped with an air vhistle:
the ¢vuleing speed is 194 knots; grosc bounnage 69083 net tomnage 2490.

Deep draft at the time of the casualiy was 24°10". The 108 FHGELLS is &
freight ocean vessel which carriss 17 pasrengers in the Seandinavian kosb:
Pacific Trade.

‘oo

(b) e passenger motorbosl TURTLE was a converted ex-ILP, sqni e
bow landing craft, built of wood at “lgonac, Michigan in 1944; offiecisl
nurmber was 2539483 of 9 gross tons ard 8 net tons and wan 34°3" iw dengio .
%he TURTLE was powered with a diesel enyine of 225 M.P. Ugyned by Caraid
Vest of Jarry's Bait Shop, 1675 O'Farrell Street, Sam Francisco, Califorri.s
and was documented for passenger servica. This vessel was no% subjset i
inspaction by the Coast Guard.

ey

n3. The wizther conditions at the time of the cagualiy were goud
visibility, with a slight breeze frow the wast snd & slignt westerly cho:
with amsll swelle of sbout twe feet. It was duslk and at the time; gaiblty
derk, There wes no fog on the Bsy ard the tide was ebbing in a westeriy
direction of about one or two knots.

o The opsrator sud moster of the TURTIE, Charles M. setikian, war
operating under suthorily of his moicrboal operator’s license nunhur,
A=7963, issued to him at San Francisco, California on 26 July 195G, Fo

took a [ishing party out at ubout G870 hours on the date of ihz cawwally

and returned to the dock at sbout 163J or 1700 hours on the smme dota.
Tnclnded among the purty were ¥r. and Yrs. Harold C. Dwyer aund Mrs. Herolidlne
Jonen. Passengers were charged §6.2¢ per parson for the day's fisidag. o fter
mooring at Mshermans "harf, loceted adjacent to and om he west side ol

pler 45, Astikian took dr. and Hrs. FHarold C. Dwyer and idrs. Harol:
in his cor to Jerry's Bait Shop. Froa there the purty went %o the homs o
Mr. and lrs. Harold ¢. Dwyer, where sandwiches, beer aud other aleaholis
beversges were sepvad. TFrom the Dwy-r's the pariy, including the Ueyer s
dog, went to the home of lirs. Haroldine Jones whare they vickesd up Hancy
lee Williams, aga 14, daughter of Yrw, Haroldine Jomes «Iier whick they

.
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all proceeded back to the TURTLE. ©n the way a bottle of whiskey was
passed around in the car and Nancy lLee Villlams testifiod that the aduli:
were feeling and showing the effects of the alcoholic beverages they he s
consumed. They boarded the TURTLE at about 1900 hours snd departed the
dock for a ctuise acruss the Bay with the intention of huaving dinner av
Sausalito or Tiberon. The runming lights of the TURTLE were burming &wd
1t headed in a direction to pass to the west side of Alcatraz Island.

"5, The [0S ANGHLiS, proceeding to sea in San Francisco Bay, was 2
charge of s San Fraucisco Bar Pilot, aurite Y, lielen, s masier mariner and
pilot who was then operating under suthority of his California Stata Pilnt's
license. The 10S ANGEL™S was proceeding to sea at a spsed of about 14

knots. 1t passed about 100 yards southwest of Blossom ‘ock Buoy and treu
swung slowly on left rudder to steady on course 280 degrees true. Shoriiy

. after steadying on this course the pilot, masteraid officer on watch sigited
the TURTLE about 3 points on the port bow about one miie off. The sta:toard
green light, the white bow light, sc well as the hull of the MWRTLE wae
observed approaching "roughly at right angles" (page 160 6% rcd) to the course
of the I0S ANGEL:S., Both vessels continued on their respective courseu

aptil Pilot ‘felen estimated that they were & little mors than one-half rlle
apart and approaching on collision courses. The Pilot lialen had in his :
hands the controls which sctivated the whistle of the 105 ANGILLS and ot this
time blew one short blast on the whistle. The L0S ANGULWS' rumning licris
were burning. :

"6, On board the TURTLE its operator and four passengers were in ihe
pllothourge cabin, talking and sight-seeing. The cabin was enclosed e.sa2pt
for theopan=door on the"starboard aide of the aft bulkhzad. No one wa:
designated by the operator to sct as lookout. The Operator, fstildan rea
the diesel engine at about 700 RPY for a shortwhile after lsaving the -2k
The vessel was noi equipped with a tachometer and after the engine had
warmed, Astikian set the throttle to whers, by former experiengs, he delzrmined
the engine turned 1200 RPM to give the speed of 8 or 9 knots. On two
occasions prior to the collision Agiikian prevailed upon Nancy lee Wililoms,
more or less against her desire, to take the wheel of the TURTLE and head a
1ittle to the left of a flashing red light determined tc be roint Knox
Light, lo:ated on the esouthwest end of fngel Island. No one on the

TURTLE had heard the first one short blast given by the I0S iNGULLS, nor had
they heard any subsequent blasts given by the 1035 ANGELES prier io the
collision. At no time did the TURTLE sound its whistle.

g
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- % Approximately one wivute after the L0S AMGELES sounded its one
blast signal and upon receiving no reoly, the pilot blew the danger sipasle
Both vessels continued to maintain{theif respactiv: courses and epeads
approachiné on collision courses. Vhen the pllot <id nct sce anyons on
deck on the TURTLE after he blew the danger signal, he repeated the darier
signal once or twice again. When the two vassals iu:re about two ships’
lengths (1000 feet epart), the pilot ordered both ergines siopped and then
full mtern gnd the helm hurd right. He blew three wlasts on the whistic
whan the engines of the 10S ANGIIELS were placed astem. The green lighi of
the TURTLY was ohserved up until the time that it ditappesred from view
under the port bow of the 10S ANGELES.

"8. On board the TURTLE the oporator had Just turaed the wheel over to
Nsncy Lee Williams for the second time. Astikian staried o walk aft in the
cabin. to have a look out of the door but before he rsiched the door and when
he had walked only a few feet, he saw the 10S ANGEL!IS bearing down on toeme.
He yelled "look out"3 grabbed the wheel from Nancy Lee Williams; put it
hard left and sdvanced the throttle to full speed zhead. Within seconds
after he first saw the 10S ANO.LsS, the collision occurred. The “wow of the
10S ! NGKLES strucktilie starboard quarter of the TUHTLE. Between the Hlis
actions were taken to avold the collision and the time ¢f the collivion, 1t
was determined that the 10S ANGZL:S had swung approximaialy 3 to 4 joiiiz
t0 mtarboard and that its speed was reduced considerably, and that tle
TURTLE had swung & cartain amount to the left with its gaeed incressec.

™ ng, After the collision the TVRTLE filled with vier and Astikdan iug
able to assist Mancy Lee Willisias and her wother, Mrs. Heroldine Jomas uut
of tha cabin. The dog also got fre: of the catin. Mr. nnd irs. Harol:
Dwyer went down with the TURTLE when it sank. There waz no time to obuiin
life pressrvers.
"10. Chester A, Burns, Jr., BUR USCG, Alcatraz light House Aitenda - om
Watch, witnessed the collision and he lmmediately called the 12th Coas’ Guurd
District Rescue Coordination Uenter which alerted the toast Uusrd vess:is
nearest the scens. The WFB 83370 received the alert at 1938 hours aw was
under way at 1940 hours. It arrived at the scene at 1945 hours and topan
rescue sesrch sc.ompanied by two Coast Guard 40 foot and one Coast Gua:d 38
foot patrol boats. Charles Astikiun, Nancy Lee Williams and Mrs. Harc..ine
Jones were rescued in lese than five minutes after arrlval of the Loasi Guard
vessels. The dog was pleked up by = lifeboat vhich was launched from '

A
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/"N MV 10S ANGEL3S. The three survivors were taken to the Harbor bmergency
Hospital where Mrs, Haroldine Jones was propounced dead. Her dwughter,
Nency leec Williams hed Liept her afloat until they were rascued. '

"1l. The 10S ANGRLES notified thoe Coast Guward by radio immediately «fter
the collision. After the search for ir. snd Mrs. Dwyer was sevursd; the

10S ANGELES wes permitted to proceed on its voysge and the Commander, lith
Coast Guard Mstrict was advised to assume jurisdiction in the quastioming

of witnesses upon arrival of the 10S ANGELES in long Beach, California
Wstridt. The IS ANGELES was not damaged in the collisionm.

%12, The body of idr. Harold C. Lwysr was recovered floating in Sem
Francisco Bay on 7 October 1952. His wife's body has not yet been recovered.
As an aftermath of the trajedy, according to press reporis, boyd Jores,
lg:bang o‘f Wrg. Haroldine Jones, atteapted suicide after the fumeral of

wife.

be The Board made the following Conclusions:

"1, The failure of Charles Astiicdian, Master and “perator of the TU:TLE,
to maintain or cause to be maintained, a proper lookout, is held to be the
cause of the collision. His negligence in the operation of his vessel was
responsible for the collision and loss of 1ife.

n2. The positions and headings of the two vessels from the time thsy

o~ wers in sight of each other until thes time of collision was held to be o
crossing situastion. As such the 105 ANGELES was required to hold its course
and speed and the TURTLE was burdened %o keep clear of snd avoid crossing
ghead of the 10S ANGFLES. No criticism can be made of the extrermis wanxwers
made by the L0S ANGELLS to svoid collision, nor was that vessel lecking in
{1ts efforts to call the sttention of the TURTLE to ite presence. Iis
whistle was loud and clear. It suffered no failure of material and ite
personnel ware alert to exscute the pilot's orders promptly and efficlenily.
Astildan's testimony that he followed two courscs and that the situation
betmeen the two vessels was an overtaking situation was not substantiatet.
Miss Nancy Lee Williams testified that she steered for thy same red light
(Point Knox) on each of the two occassions she held the aheel. Tesbimenyr
of officers on the LOS ANGELIS, as well as the two witnesses on 'icatres
Island, is unsnimous that the vessels were approsching each other at abcut
right angles, and that this situaticn did not change.

3, Charles Astikian testified that after he saw the IOS ANGELES ard
hollered "look out,* he turned the wheel of the TURTLE %o the right. Yise
Nancy Lee Williams stated he turred it to the laft and the pilot on the
L0S ANGYL.S testified he observed the TURTIYL swing to port before it dise-
appeared from gight under the bow of the 10S ANGELES,

N
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™ w,, Mlas Nancy Lee Willisms, although only 14 yesrs of sge, was fouad te

be a mature and competent witness. She appeared sure of her statemsnts und
aware of her responsibility as a witness before the board. Conspary: to llss
Willisme, Mr. Astilklan was found to be a vsry wmreliable witness. He t:cmed
to be grasping for straws in an effort to clear himself of resporaibili vy
for the collision. His estimates of times, courses steered, position cx
lights, were vague and changing so that the board found it impossible t:
utilize his testimony more than was absolutely necessary.

s, Article 29 of the Inland Rules to Prevent Collisions (33 USC 221)
provides that: "Nothing in these rulee shall exonerate any vezsel or the owner
or master or craw thereof, from the consequences of any neglect to carry
lighte or signals, or of any neglect to keep a proper lookout, orv of tha
neglect of any precaution which may be required by the ordinery practic2 of
seamhn, or by the spaclal circumstances of the case.” Dacause lives wer:
destroyed as a result of nsgligence and inattention to dutlzs by Charles N.
Astiidan, in the operation of his vessel, he is yJuilty of violating 18 15C
1115, (destruction of 1life caused b; misconduct, negligence, or inaiten‘ion
to dutles on part of shipis officerr) and he should be held to the pensities
provided. The safety of passengers on board & vessel, regardless of iia
type or size, is solely dependent upon the person or persons operating the
vessel. They h.ve every right to cxpect that all precautions for thelr
safe passage will be taken and thai all laws enacted for thesifety of

their lives and property will be obterved.

~ 6. The record shows that all parties engeged in the rescue alfor:z
acted in an efficient mamner. The crew of the LOS ANGELTS rndered asc:rtance
by lowering a boat promptly, playing a gesrchlight on the scene znd maveuver-
ing clsar of the wreckege. The promptness im which the collirion was = ~orted,
together with the efficienocy of communication: facilities and the prou;iness
with which the rescus vessels responded, no doubt was instrumental in zaving
the lives of the two survivors.

"7 During the courssof the Board's Investigstion, Charles i, ast’:iam
was advised that a charge of negli ence for failure to naintain a' prop:x
lookout on the TURTLE would ba preferred agaimst him under the provieicrs
of RS 4450, as amended. Onm 6 October 1952, in accordance with 45 CFR
137.05-7 (a), (b), Astikian, by affidavit to a duly authorized Investir:ting
Officor, surrendered all rights to hs license in order to usvoid the c¢i-vge
und hearing against him."

5
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7~ 5 The Board made the followiag Becomendations:

" The civil penalties against the TURTLE amd ite operator provi kil
for violation of 33 USC 221 may no% be invoked in this casuslty snd thad
action therefor is not recommended.

"2, The record shows that a reoresentative from the UoS. Disitriet
Attorney's Office was invited to be present during the Board’a ilmvestigztion.
However, no appearance from that office was entered. It is recosnended,
therefore, that the originsl and one copy of this record be forwarded by

the Commandant to the U.S. Attorney General, with a request for sctlon by
the U.S, District Attorngy having jurisdiction, toward prosecuticn of

Charles N, pstikiesn under 18 USC 1315,

"3 A1l possible action has been taken by this Board of Investigeilon
and it is recommended that this file be closed.”

6. 1t is recommended that the Findings of Fact, Conclusions und
Recommendati ons of the Marine Board of Investigation be approved.

/e/P. A. OVENDEN
P. A, OVENDEN
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FIRST ENTORSIMNNT TO MVI memorandum of 6 January 1953 H )
13 Jenunary 1953
VA
From: Chief, Office of Merchant iarine Safety
To: Comandant
Subj: Marine Board of Investigation; collision MV 10S SNGELES (3weaizh)
and %5 TURTLE, San Francisco Bay, 26 September 1952, with los: of
life
Forwarded, recommending approval.
Je /i, C. SHEPHEARD
H. Go SHuPHEARD
APPROVED: Jan 14 1953
/s fLERITN OFNKILYL
MERLIN OINEILL
Vice Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard
Commandunt #
e




