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U.S. COAST GUARD 12 May, 1950/
HEADQUARTERS . FIlEs GH-6-2/4. . :
WASFINGION 25, D.Co - [P/B LACKARANNA

S FOTINI (Greek)
a=3)

From: Chief, Merchant Vessel Inspection Division
To: Commandant

Via: Chief, Offioce of Merchant Marine Safety .

Subj: Marine Board of Invastigation; Collision steam ferry LACKAWANNA

SS FOTINI {Greek} Dal 5 January, 1950, with loss

oft 1ife,

1, Pursuant to the provisions of Title 46 C.F.R, Part 138, the record of
the Marine Beard oconvened to investigste subject casually, together with the
Findings of Faot, Opmlona and Recomnendations, has been reviewed and :Ls for-'-
ﬁarded herewith.

2° The American ateam ferry LACKAWANNA of 1079 gro;f) @nsa buiit in 19053
bound from Bridgeport, N. J. to Chester, Ps., collided at appreximately 0814
5 January, 1950 with tho Gresk steam freighter FOTINI of 7176 gross tona,
pound from Philadelphia to sea. The weather was oloudy, emoky and foggy with
a tight southwsst wind. The visibility was less than 250 feet and the tide
wea ebbing at better than 13 knots.

Do Ap e result of this casualty, Mro L. !io Lymburner of 3231 DeSerigny,
 Montreal, Quebeo, lost his 11£‘ao ' .

4. The board made the following Findings of Fact:

™1} At or about 0814, 5 Jeouery, 1960, the outboumd S.8., FOTIKI
" (Greek) oollided with ths Ferryboat IACKAWANNA in the Delaware River,
earoute to Cheater, Pe., from Bridgeport, N.J. The collision occurr-
od near the eastern edge of the main ship chennsl, approximately
1,200 yards down channel from the Chester Range lighted buoy 4-C. The
F/B LACKANANNA was demaged and one of her pessengers, Mr. L. M.
Lymburner, believed to be 79 years of age, of 323) DeSerigny, Moutreel,
Quebec, was fatally injured es a result of this casualty. The stem of
the FOTINI struck the LACEARANNA on her starboard Bidap appmximately
356" abaft her bow,

{2) Neme of vesael: 88 WOTINI
Offioial Humber: 245079
Propulsion: Bteem

Servicae: Carge
Home Port:s Pirseus, Greece
Owner: Carras (U.ScAo) Ltd., 24
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Chief, MVI Uivision to 12 May, 1960
Comméndent - : . @6-2/4
' (*/8 LACKANANNA - 35 FOYINI
(Oresk) a-3)
) 8tate St.. l‘l_!’ork, 4, -N.Y,
Magter: 8. Noschos, Chios, Greeds
Gross Tonuages 7176
Length: 422.8
Type: : Liverty .
Hame of wensel; Ferrybost LACKAWANEA
Offioial Mumber: y 2025852 -
Propulaion; ‘ Stean ‘
Servioce: - PFerry passenger
Home Port: ' Philadelphia, Pa,
Owner: - : Delaware River Ferry Co., ,
- - P, of Flower st., eh.‘brg Pa,
Master: Ire Turner, 406 8. Warwick Rd.,
'h;nolia. N.J.
Nhen builts 1906
Gross Tonnage: 1,079 :
When & where last inspected: 28 December, 1949, Phila., Pa.
I‘n&thl 206,1 ‘
Pypes Perryboat

(3, At the time of the qollision the weather in the vieinity of the
oasualty was oloudy, smoky, and foggy with s light southwest wind,
Vieibility was less than 260 feet when the P/B IACKAMANNA and the 8.8,
FOTINI sighted each other. The tide was ebbing at better than 1} knota. -

(4) The 8.8. FOTINI oleared ami departed  from Pler 14, Port Richmond
Philadelphia, Pa., at approximately 0630, being oocunted by Harry D,
Lemmon, & Delaware River Pilot. The veasel procseded down the Deleware -
River without inoident and with 8904 visibility until she approsoched
Thomaon Point, N.J., where she started to sncowmter smog.' The shipts
speod was reduced to 1/2, fog signal sounded, and a lookout, ordered
posted. The Chief Mate wha relisved by the 2ud Mate on the bridge, snd
the former went to stend by the anchors on the mster's ordera., Both
anchors wers ready for letting go and had been since the vessel cleared
Pier 14. The FOTIXI oontinued at half speed and sounded her fog signals.
Shortly after the visibility inoreased and the fog signals were stopped,
the FOTINI met an upbound Atlantio tanker sas she .aporoached the. junction
of the Tinioum and Eddystone ranges. The two vossels exchanged infore
mation as to the weather and the tanker stated that there were no vessels .
anchored in the channel below. At the intersection of the Tinioum and
Eddysteone ranges, visibility beosme muoch less, partioularly to the eaat-
ward, and the fog signals were resumed. The pilot was able to guide hime
self on the ways of the Sun Shipyard, for the ahange of ocourse down the
Eddystone Rango and later on the tank of the Soott Paper Company for the
change of ocourse to the Cheater Range. FWhile on this reach, he was able
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Chief, MVI Division to .. . 12 May, 1950

S

© - (9/B-lAOKARANNA - S8
.. YOuE (Greek) a-3)

to pick up the black tower on the Chester Pord ?maﬁggutmﬂubh
to pick up Chester Range 1ighted buoy 4-C watil it wis 6¥6ae aboatd
on the port hend. At about the time the Duoy was a beem, viaibility
was seen to be deoressing so that speed was reduced to slow. After
running at slow speed for several mimutss, the engines were stopped
when whistle signals wers heard several times shead. The veasel
continued to stesr her oourse at 251°, (which is the true course for
this renge), and sound fog signals until the ¥/D IACKARANEA was sights
esd about los'on"th- port bow atout 40 fest off. The engines were then
backed full sad hard right rudder applied. The vessel tontinued fore
ward without moticeable changs in course until she strusk the ferry-
boat. The FOTINI sounded backing signel followed by e dimger signel
after the pilot rang for full estern on the telegraph. The freighter
never lost stesrage way before striking the LACKARANNA.

(6) The F/P LACKARANNA, taking on passengers snd vehicles st Bridge-
port, N.J. heard the ¥/B CAPE MAY depart from Chester, Pa, st 0B0S and
start sounding her fog signals. Then at 0810, heving ocompleted loading,
the F/B LACKARARNA departed from her slip at full speed. After scund-
ing her slip signal, she started to sound her fog sigaal at sbout 16
second intervala. Ihese signals were answored esch time by the CAPE
MAY, less than one minute after departing, the LACEKANAMEA deoreased
spesd ® slow and started to exshange whistle signals with the other
ferry at more frequent intervals. Khen they sighted edohi other, the F/B
CAPE NAY sounded a two blast eignal smd the LACKANANNA replied wmith a
tao blast signal, The two vessels then vassed ¢abh othe¥ starboard to
starboard, olearing esch other by a ship's length. The CAFE MAY having
gone by, the master of the LACKANAFNA started to swing right siowly to
north by east while continuing at slow speed. Exchanging whistle signals
with a ship upstreem, and realicing that it was bound downstream, and
fairly olose, the master of the LACKANANMA stopped his emgines. Almost
imzediately after stopping the engines, and while still swinging ripht
slowly, the whistle of the FOTINI waz egain heard very closs aboard,
and she was sighted more than 65 fest off the starboard bow, Alwost
simultensously with the above, the mastor of the IACKANANNA reversed his
engines full speed, sounded the backing signal and followed this with
the danger signal, He then jingled for emergency full astern. Less
than one minute after the FOTIKI wes sighted, the two vessels were in
csollision. Harry D. Lesson, Pilot of the S.8. FOTINI was aware that the
vessel whose whistle signal he heard was a ferryboat even before he
sighted her, ' ' ' S '

(6) 1a addition to the whistle signale of the three vesuels, there was

a siren blowing on each ferry slip. These sirens are sounded in a fog to

guide the ferries into the slips. They are operated menuslly by the
tickst takers who operate them in a pulsating manner. The ferry slips
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Chief, MVI Division to ‘12 May, 1860
Commendant GHE~-2/4
~ : (7/B laCKAMARNA - 83

FOTINL (Greok), a-3)

are spproximately .aoranihfruud:othrmﬁo’umm
be sanily heard at a distamee grester than this. The sirens are

Muum.mumuuammmsm

fron the vpposite side, and they are seoured vhen e forry whist~
1ss be no longer requires its use. :

(T) There wes considerable oonfliot ia the testimony of the witness-
0 in regard to the whistle signala heard prior to the collision. The
witnesses oa the FUTIMI testified that there wors numerous fog signals
exphanged between the two vessels, md that they were sounded ab o
rapid rate shortly befors the ossuslty ooourred. Rharess, the withess-
o8 ou the IACKANANNA, oﬂarﬂunthowlmﬂmm. tostified
they only heerd two fog signals from the FOTINI prior o seeing her amd
that thero was sbout a one minute interval batween the two signals. The
passengers testified that they heard the freighter for several minutes
before sighting her, and thet's why their attention was ecalled to hor
and they were able to see her before the oollision, The orew members
of the CAPE MAY tesatified that they heard no Wiasistls signals from the
FOTINI while orossing the river, but they did hear scme skip's whistle
up river just prior to their departure from Chester, Pa.

(8)  The draft of the 8.5, FOTINI was 10' 4" forward, 14' € afe,
{9) !hougl-hwmﬂuholnm-ottbtnm“hatmuu
of impact was spproximately 145°. There was some change of sourse to
thoﬂdttbythohrrybottnnnﬁommm"snhdﬁm“oh
other to the time of impast.

(10) The 5.8. POTINI' responss in r.p.m.'s to designated telegraph
speeds is as follows,

Full Speed ~ 65 o 67 TsPemo’s
Half Speed =~ 42 o 45 ToPole's
8low Speed - 28 to 32 PePulo's

(11) The course from ferry slip to ferry slip is 000 - 180 nagnstie
or 361 = 101 true. '

(12) Dwre were no failures in oquipment on sither wessel.

(13) Passengers who were sitting in their cars had suffioient
of en impending collision snd the direction from which the other ship
was coming so that they were able to got out and proceed o the pert
bow prior to the two vessals ooming into contaot with ench other. Orders
wers giver, word was passed on board the forry to issus life jackets

~ when it was realised that eollision was then umawoideble.
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Chief, MVI Division to ' 12 May, 1960
ant GHE-2/4

{14) The ferryboat continued backing until after impsot. The
master of the ferryboat stopped dacking when he sew that more
damage was done as a result of the movemnts of his engines.

loMoﬁs_:ndeclwmﬁlarmﬂmmtnd
from the e thatthqmnnrw:tboiw. Be then attempt-
od to baok sway, but : .
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the vessel into the bresch, ¥The crew of the FOTINI them made pre-
parations to tske the ferry slongside if this was necessary and to
take aboard the persomnel from the ferry. The two wessels then part-
od and the freighter dropped her sachor. )

{18) Whwn the FOTINI penetrated the ferryboat it pimed Mr. Lymburner
against the side of the ocar that was ahead of the one in which he was
riding. His grosns were heard by other passengers, and Mr. leon
Dworkin, s passenger, and daily ocommuter, went to his sssistance and
oalled for first aid. Mr. Dworkin sttempted & reach him over the hood
~ of the ocar, but was wable to do much more than touch him with ais
fingertips. The vescels then separated and iir. Iymburmer slioped into
the water along with the debris. Mr. Dworkia, without hesitation,
Jumped into the water after hin, He swam towards the wmoomscious Mr.
Lymburner, who was being carried away from the ship's side face down.
Nr. Dworkin turned the viotim face up snd
ferry with hin that way snd grasp ¢ strut
rings with lines attached were thrown to him.
hold of two of them snd using 0
Lymburner asross his body keeping his faoe above water. He was
to 40 anything further as his hands started to becoms mmd from
oold water sud he was unable to tie one of th
ho was apsisting. JNr. Dworkin jumped into th
inoluding an Army O0.D, sweater.

(17) "Man overhoard” was sung out as soon as the late Mr. lysburner
was seen to fall into the water. The master of the ferry then ordered
the 1ifeboat lowersd. Approximetely 8 10 10 minutsa later, the star-
board 1ifeboat was lowered with three members of the orew in the bdat.
Part of this delay was dus to the necestity of issuing 1ife preservers
to the passoungers and insuring the safety of the vessel. Defore they
oould pick up the men out of the water two truck drivers Jumped into
the boat from the wehiole deck. Their assistsnce wasn't requested, but



chi.d.' mniviaiontn o - ‘ nm 1950
M com;dant ‘ ’ ' ae.2/4

. (A Acxmmy - 8
ROTINL (Oreek) a-3)

1% was of great walws in getting the man out of the water. The
unoonsoious Mr, was taken sboard first end laid AOTOLS

the boir aud then Mr, ‘Dwrokin was taken adoard. The bost them
roved o the stern of the ferry whers Mr. Dworkih wes plsced
sboard as he was ahowing the effects of his' immeraion in the eold
water for 15 to 30 alnutes. The maater, whe dpuld then see - ‘
sufficlm€ly to make his 8lip, towsd the Lokt tokaiids ‘the dodk |
tmtil just off the dodk, where he cabt them 1008é t row into the
adjacent slip, At about the meme time, he Dlew & special whistle
signal indioating’ sfefstance was uquind to -t wharl perwoninel.
In the meaiitine, attempt was mede to- wply rtur‘n:lquot © the leg
of the uneonseiocus vioth. but his- oc

desmed useleas. The mad wis pluced in
minutes after reaching the dook and taken to the Chester Hospital,
where he died ll'nrtly thereafter. .

(18) ' !ho!bnlllomdthur lltobu a8 '
hhlnmnw.buthbnthqnuldhof‘ml
nnmmthﬁthmhdbumrwn
utmnodm;lm uodup alongside,

(19) - The bow penetrated the ferry lppnxiuhl& 1 thmgh the
omhngof%hnrdookhthmnmnmogmdnpth-mn
cnﬂau.ythorothodtur oh'nh Jom thomndo*

i
¥
4
£

(20) Thore were mo oﬂhir injuriss ¢o personnel on olth.r mul
cxupt‘ ﬁnn roooi.vod h,v th hto Mr. Iv-bumr '

(31) Both muh wre dothly mamed’ far ﬂu oond:l.ttm provl!.l-

{88) liﬂ'y D I“n. :llot ot' ﬁﬂ 8.!. Nﬂll. was notl.n; mdﬂ'
m&orltx or hia St.'h Pi. ot‘o uonu at tlu t:l.n or th. mlty.

The Donrd upruud tho ronmd.ng Ophu.ma |

1) It is the: oputon of-the bonra that both mnh were sware
of each other and their approximate relatiomship with nclr other

for some ﬂu prtor to the casuslty. :
(2) ‘Ihe Perryboat w:mnu »ore or lon the epp
downbound freighter until ehe had sleared the F/8 CAFE MAY, which
she desmed her most immediate danger. Them after thet denger wes
over, turned their atteuntion to the FOTINI. ‘It is believed thet if
u..ucnmﬁ. uneware of the FOTINI she would have inereased -
speed after passing the CAPE JAY, and the master would nots have: .
stopped his eéngines upon hearing what he testified was the first
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7\ Ghief, MVI Division to 12 May, 1960
Conmaxdiant a m-z/i

4. &mmmmmm«m.

*(1) The Ameriemn Pilots' Asscoiation be furnished a copy of the
report for action agaimet Pilot lewson, who wes aeting under
suthority of his State license, md tmt he be charged with fatl-
wre %o exsroise the prudence end osution im tiw pilotage of the
TN required under the conditions existing at the time,

(2) Nr. leocn Dworking be awarded the Treasury Departmeat Silver
Life “ﬁ“ Medal .

5 | REMARXS
2 This Bivision fully aoucurs with the recomsmadation of the Board that
Nr. Leom Dworiin be awarded the Treasury Department Silver lifesaving Meds}
sud for this purposs, it is reccemwnded that after spproval by the Cosmandent,
the record of subject casunliy be referred to tiw Coest Gwrd Board of Awards,

8. Subject to the foregolng remarks, it is rescmssnded that the Pindings

of Fact, Opinions snd Mecommsndations of the Marine Bourd of Inwestigation be
approved. -, L ; _ )

BOR. G. CIRAVE
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; Cormandant " GH5-2/4 _
(F/B 1scKawaR®s - S
FOTINI (Greek) a-3)
Ind-1 16 May, 1960
GHS-2/4
{F/B LaCKAVANNA - BS
FOTIWI (Greek) &-3)
From; Chief, Offica of Msrchant Marine Safaty
To; Commaadant
Forwarded, recommencing snproval.
/s/ H. G, SHEPHEARD
H. C. SEEPHBARD
APPROVED: 17 MAY 1360
f‘\
/s/ __¥erlin G*¥eil)
Vice fdmiral, U. 5. Cozat Guerd
Coumnendent
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