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17 September, 1861
(JACK - a=3 Bd)

Froa; Chief, Merchiat Vessel Inspection Divieian
TOs Ccoxmandant )
Subj: Uarine Doard of Invostirations Unirspected MB JACK, 8 geto,
foundering off Plum Island, lLong Island Sound 10 June, 1961,
‘with loss of 1life ‘ /
1. Pureuant to the provisions of Title @6 C.F.D., Part 136, the record
of the -arine Board convemed to investigate subject casualty, togother with
its Findings of Fact, Oninions and Recoummendatidng, has hoen reviewed and
is forwerded herewith. »

2. The motorboat JACK of 9 gebep il ig_mz_“_& Srawley, wag pur-
chaged by the ownsr in June, 1980, after purchase the vessel wes hauled out
and found to bo in e structurally defective condition, tut no effective re-
pairs were mude %o oorrect auch dofects. AL 0815, 19 June, 1981, although
gall craft warnings were broadcast, the JACE, with 13 passengers on board,

. departed from Niantioc, Connectisut for & iishing excursion in the vicinity

of Little Gull Island. AL 1516 the JACK undartook to return to Niantic.
The weathar conditione in the norning were L to LiE, wiad velooity 13 to 18
knots, with a 3 to 4 sea:. In the afternoon the vind shifted to E to ESE in-
cressing in veloocity and acoompaniod by gusts and high eeas. ghortly after
1400 the JACK opened up upd slmost ismedistoly thereafter fou \

prozimtely 3/¢ of a mile off Plum Island, Long Island Sound. Eleven pas-
gengers Lost their 1ive: as a result of this casualty.

S0 The Board made the following b‘ind@ggn of Facts

%], Tho Motor Passenger Roat JACK foundered on 10 June, 1961,
about 3/4 of u mile northeast of Plum Island in long Islend Sound
(41° 10* s°u; 729 11 36™;) with resulting loss of 11 lives.

w2, The Motor Peesenger Boat JACK, official number 233681 was o
gasoline propelled vessel which utilized a four cylinder Redwing
Thoroughbred engine, rated at 40 horsepowsr, to provide a maxinum
specd of 9 knote. It wes 53 feet lang, 11-1/2 feet in the beam
and displaced 9 gross tong. It had a weoden hull with callkk seams,
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which was built in 1912 and had been converted from s trawler.

The cabin was a full trunk type snd the top extended about two
fost above the flush deck of the vessel aft to the pilothouss.

To the starboard of the wheel, a wide ladder led down to the

engine housing where a passagewiy on the right vent forsard about
3 feet to an opening, in an athwartship bulkhead, leading to a 10
or 11 feet long oabin. A bench sbout 3 feet decp was lengthwise on
either side of tho cabln. On each bench were atacked 6 rows of 3
adult type 1ife pressrvers of orange and white canves. - Forward,
tho galley was separated from the bow by a tulkheads A door, thse
full height of this partition was open. A space about ,4-W~ foot
long, used cccasionally for storing, exposed the gkeletal strusture
‘of the dost in that area, Immediately aft of the helm, a trap door
in the deck showed the bilges, steering gear, etc. The toat ws /
licensed ms & party fishing boate. It was owned and operated by
Robert Thornton of 546 Rruckner Blvd., Bronx, New York who holds
motordoat oporator's licenss No. A 6488, .

n3. The vessel had been exployed as an Yopen party fishing boat!
since June, 1950 and was operated out of Niantis, Connecticut.

"4, It had been purchased by the present ownar in Juns, 1950, at

: which time it had been taken out of the water and examined by him.
s later, due to leskage it was hauled out of 15 July, 1960, at Darrow's

, :  Boat Yard, Nientic, Comnecticut, at which time the stuffing box was

- repacked mnd nine, two inch number 12 gorews were put in the hull
forward, below the water line for the purpose of drawing the planking
into the ribs. Since excessive leakage did not subside, the JACK
was again placed on the wvays on 18 July, 1950, at the same yard.
Here an inspection of the under part of the hull by James ¥« DArrow,
ovmer of the yard, revealed that & or 6 planks forward on both sidoes
of the keel had pulled away, about half the thickness of the planking,
giving a olapboard appesrance to that part of the hull. Trying & or
8 fastenings, Mr. Darrow found they would not draw due to the soft
bed in the ribse The yard owner refused to perform anmy work on the
boat becauss securing the proper water tight integrity roquired ex-
tensive work such ss renewing the ribs. However, while the btoat was
out, Mro Thornton did some ceulking and placed some sheet lead over
the scams to retain the caulking cotton. In August, 1960, the boat
was hauled at Bayreuthers Yard at Saunderc Polnt, near Niantio, at
which time the bottom was peinted to prevent worm holes. Subsequent- \
1y, the JACK was stored in the open at the Steinway Doat Yard, Astoris,
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from the fall of 1950 untu May, 1861+ For a poriod of abouk twa
wesks prior to its being placed in the water, the owner and his son
(holder of a 3rd Ulate's lioense), readied it for the sesson YWy s
soraping and painting. The entire hull was painted white and the ,
superstructure green. The metal guard covering the stem wis removed

' becaues eomo of its retaining neils had rotted out. Sorews two .

inches longer than the naile were sabatituted because of tlu dry cone
dition of the wood. Aboutapounlofmlkmg ‘cotton and & quart and

& half of seam compound were used om the bottom of the hull. The wes-
sel was put in the water about 16 May, 1981, and after three days

during which no unususl leakage was obuarvd. it was sailed %o mmti.e. -

¥, Since the time of ite purohase and with the esuption of tho
exanmination at Darrow's Ship Yard, where adverss oriticism was given,
no inspection of the hull was made by & person oonpotont to evaluate
its seaworthiness. A courtesy iunspection by the U. S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary in 1960, found the toat in compliance with the legal ro- :
quirements as Yo equipment.

"8+ On the late afternoon of 9 June, 19561, the JACK returned fyrom a
dayts fishing trip in Long Ieland Sound and wes clennod nnd refueled
esarly that ewninso

"7+ At about 0700, on )0 June, 1961, lir. Thornton, as was hias practice,
turned on the radio and lesrned from a local radio station bLroadcast
that small oraft storm warnings had been issued covering that ares. -
The warning hed boen issued Yty the U. S. Weather Rureau, effective 0700
hours, EPSY that morning covering from Block Island to the Virginh
Capes and was effective for the ensuing 24 houﬂo

8¢ The. weather conditions in the morning were overosst skies with =~ .
visibility 8 to 15 miles, the wind was B to ENE, with velocities of
13 to 18 krots and & 8 to 4 sea, In the afternoon the wind shifted
to E to ESkE, inorm:lng in volooity and accompenied hy gusts and

higher scas.

"9, Sailing at about 0816 from _niantio. the Motor Pusongor Boat
JACK carried l4 porsons inocluding the skipper. Thore wsre RKleenor D
Willoox, Roy wilcox, Barney Solwarts, his stepson Richard Parnes, = . -

. Thomss Lamos, Albtreoht Hilsinger, Anthony Lombardo, William Krevit,

Gloria Venturella, lalcolm D. Gurian, lioy Roper, Costas lambrinides,
Vincent Lombarde and Rodsrt Thornton. While some knew the boat and




¢hief, WVI Divieion to 17 September, 1861
Cosmargiant (JACK = w3 BR)

its owmer, cthera cmbarked heving read & sign posted on the pler
advertising 'Open boat, fishing, sailing 8 seme dally«' There werse
no orew members except perhaps Barnsy Sohwarts, who was o friend of
the skipper and acted as 'mate’.

10, In accordance with a promise to try for sea bass, the vessel
was headod Lowards Little Gull Island where following about an hour
and a quarter running time, the anchor was dropped off Fort lichisc.
After an unsucocessful period of about an hour, the boat was movod
near Constellation Rocks No fish were caught hers oither. Then the
veseol was anchored off the southwest side of Flum Island, close inte
the lee of the island, they upped snchor when no fish were had for a
plece about 1 mile to the oast. '

"11l. shortly after 1316 hours, it was desided by all that in view of
their failure to cateh any fish it would be best to return Yo Niantic.
The anchor was hove and the courso was get to take the boat between
Plum and Little Gull Islandse ‘ \

%12, After traveling about 2-1/2 miles at & slow speed and at about
1400, Mr. Thornton's attention was directed ly a passenger to water at
the bottom of the ladder. He went below and was told by Vincent Lom-
_bardo, who was in tho oadin to escape the wind and the sea trealting.
over the vesssl, that the weter was coming in the bow. lombardo obe
asrvod a hole ahout 2~1/2 feet lomg by 2 feet wide well forward on the
port side of the bow. Iio obaerved this alter having felt the boat -
pound 6 or 6 times and discovered water over the floor boards of the
eabin. The boat had pounded at various times during the day because
of the heavy asaa. '

%13, Life preservers were passed up to all persons and each had one, :
which was put on. Four orangs life Jackets later recovered were stamped
manufuctured ty bty Atlantie and Pacifio Eanufacturing cospany, Juns 18,
1849, and & white canvas ones also retrieved were made y tho same firme.
The USCG Inspeotor's stamp of approval was barely outlined although too
1llegible to be read. All the cork blocks were in good condition and
showed no aigns of granulatiom. v

914, The JACK samk very quickly because of the large hols, and broke
upe All of the persons now in ilf'e preservers were grouped about the.
oabin top whioch had come off in one piece. MHowever, despite their
ability to remsin afloat the chiliy water and seas bresking over their
neada, caused logs of control of their extremitles and deapite the
assistance of others, Mra. Wilcox, Barney Solmartz, Richard Parnes and
Thomas Lamos sucocumbed within two hours.

e
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©154 A 210t € peme, Thorsten and lenmbrinidea deoldad to attempt
3o mead 5o PIvm island Por naclstanoze Moviag with the wind Wl
agdingl tho ebb tide, Thgy nod grogeesssd botueon §0 end 50 feek
ol 119 JA0K whom fhe whor poad CINDY apmccached apd plcked them
e '
|

n1a, Tre Noboy poot CITY, 38 feet lopg with wwin engimea, is ommad
Yy Smmuel T1lokfelf, Cak Avosue, Llford, tomusctious, sad wes
apocated by Jpuwocd Ruan, 4 Falrweod utrost, #ilford, Coaneoticube.
The lathey with four othar oersene had dsparted Milforé on Friday,
8 Jun¢, for a waokend -Lianing trlp.

"17. On ho moyming of the 10thk, {he CINDY copuried eastern lorg
Island for the return te #lifords However, whea in the vieinilyy of
$he emstern side of Cordinars Island, both engines failede. Anchoring,
3re. Ryan oleansd the Fliters snd both emgines startede About 15 mine
utes afterward, boe of the ¢ngines stoppod againe Ho suscsss wms met
in the attempt to start it and fiaally the datiery went deads 4 rube
‘ber howe was hooked to the fusel pump end the gas was siphonsd from
the top of the tank through a handkerchlef, used aa & £ilter to insure
the remaining engins would function. BPecause of this diffioulty, the
ogurse was changed to by pass Plum Gut end go sast of Gull Island.

"18. while heading northerly an umunsual amount of detris was notlced

in the water snd shortiy thercafter persons were sesn afloat. Chang=
ing course towards the group the engine falled agsin and it was nsosae
sary %o get the gas lime clearsds fThe boat roached the side of Thormtca
and lambrinides, who were taken aboard in an exhausted state, when the
engins stopped onge mores Down wimd (wind ESR, 185-17 knots) and withia
60 feet of the group of persons, the CINDY could offar no aid since the

. motors could not be sterted, Drifting rapidly with the etrong wind smd

ageinst the ebb tide of the 4 foob seas, the wotorboat narrowly missed
3ilas Hock and was brought to anchor to the east of Pium Islend 4o
svoid being carried on the rooks, HNeamwhile the persons in the water
were oerried farther wway by the tide. :

Y194 Neither boat carried a radio trangmittor. However, at darkness,
four Zlares were fired and signals were sent by a 60 candlepowsr spote=
1ight without result.

%20, The CIHDY remained en anchor until taken in wow by the OO 36645

Prom Pisher's Island lifeboat Station to the Coast Guard Moorings et
New London oz the merning of 11 Jjune, 1961, at about 0830.
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*2%. jicamphile the pasecrzers from the JiCK suscunbad to the rigors .
of tha eea nuo by doo unmtil ly absut 2000 hours, vincent Lombardo =g
ths sele survivore o :

#5326 Juues ie Cartar (201-905), 140, sorving at tho C9 Moorkge, How

Loudon, Concs, whils at homo, was relayed A M8ssege £rom & Mre Brooks
&% atcid 2115, to the evfect that the JACK wiih nino pagesngers hsd o
doparied ¥iantio that xorniag snd nod retwncd. Je arrived at 4he
ctaizion within ten minubtes and wasuocencfully atiempied to contast

Lre Prooke for sdditional dessripbive inforuatiens ir. 8gorge Belle
Icle, Mlantie (thought to be a ivothsr of Sclwarts) phoned aud was

%o givo o more thorough desorigtion of the JACK. '

825, Corder had ordercd a omzaunicotions oheok at Now London, Fishurs
I2land, Little Gull Light snd CORNFIELD LIGHTVESSEL for the purpose of
locating the boat prior to his arriving at the Moorings. Thia was,

followed Yy additionel orders to the Orient Point Light keeper who con=

tacted the Grseaport and Shelter Island Folice for the latter to cheok
thoe harbors within their juriasdiction, '

"24. 4t 2300, a phone call from Mrse Rysn, for the first time, estabe
1ished the CINDY ss missinge The commmications check was repeated as
woll a8 & check with a list on the CG D3394. | Co

26, The CG 83304 had besn dispatched on 10 June at 1165 hours to aid
& digabled vessel and searshed a position about one mile north of Gardi- -
ners Peint poll Buoy until 1386« The sesrch was thon dirscted to the
wost side of Gardiners Island to Cartwright Island and Flain Point, on
the east side of Gardiners Island, as a rasult of information radiced
from Plum Islsnd Iighte The investigation was terminated with permige
sion granted to enchor in Flum Jeland Harbor in order to pump bilges.
This was necessary bscause of the heavy soass Lhile in the herbor, e
1io6 of all vossols in viow was compliede The §8 footer then procesded
at 1800 to the KHoorings via the CORNFIELD LIGHYSHIP arriving at 19560.
Neithor the JACK nor CINDY were oboerved during the entire run. ‘

, . v -
"26, LTJG Alton F. Pinkham, USCG, Commanding Officer, CG Moorings,
Mew London, wag called ty Chief Carter shortly before midnight amd
advized of the misoing vessols and intensive commmnioations checlke
He arrived in ten mirutes and reviewed the work demse At 1215, he .
transmittod a priority dispateh to the Coumptroller om wateh at the
3rd CG Distriet Office, advising of the situation concarning the
CINDY and requested e search of the vieinity of Montauk point to
ascortain whether it was westherPound thero. At 1240, a priority
disprtoh was sont edvising the District that Whe JACK with § persons
eboard was miseing. . : :
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eg9. At 02O, 11 June, the Distrist by a dispatch referring to the

CIDY and JACK, ordered the Group Commazder st How London to advise

tho Conneaticut State Police, the Oroup Commnder, lioriches to slert

who local barracks of New York State PAlkoo for a commnicstions

" search of all harbors and the Group Commander, Eatons Neok to re-

check Port Jeffersone -

"23, vhis wag followed by & Digtrict dispatch at 0440, directing two
sirorafi to commenss a sourch of certain arcae at demm as well as -
orderizg the 0G 83394 and boate from Fishers Island, Diteh Plains
Lifoboat Stations to search defined areas within the perimeter of
stratford Shoals Light, to Monteuk Point and New Lomdon. The shores
of Plum Ieland and Littls Gull Island were covered by land to insure
that no survivors were washed upe ' ‘

| wg9, The CG 83394 with instruotions to search from Kiantioc te Little
* Gull Island, %o Plum Gub and vicinity, departed New London at 0530

(EDST) and swept tho area. Fmssing through Flum Gut into Gerdiners

 Bey, the wheolsman sighted Lombardo at a poimt about 2-1/2 miles

northeast of the Ruins at abtout 0800. The survivor was on the eabin
top wearing a white canvas lifejacket, e was taken aboard the 83

footsr at 0810 and rushed to Few London where an asbulance was waiting. |

"20. The scheduled search by sea and air wase discontinued at 1710

on 13 Juns at which time no further survivors had beon found. However,
all airoraft and vasscls pessing the areca were ordered to keep a eharp
lookout. - ‘ : § O .

%1, Mr. Thormton has at all times mainteined that his boat was holed
YW striking a lobster pot buoy slthough he denies having felt any im~
past of such a collision.” : o

The Roard expressed the following Opinionss

"], It is significent that dospite the age of the lMotur Passenger
Boat JACK (1912), during the period of more than a year which the
present owner possessed it, he lnvested relatively little material '
and labor in the upkeep of the vessel. Caulking constituted the
prinoipal effort to maintain the vesselfs watertight integrity. He
completely neglected to follow the stern warning of the rojted out .
fastenings on the metal gusrd of the stern and the inability of

long eorews to draw the planks into the ridbs. The opinion of the
Board ig that all ovidence points-to a asricus fallure of the re- .

‘bentive power of the wooden skeletal strusture of the boat due to dry

rots The poor seaworthy condition of this boat was made even more ep- '
parent when lead plates wers used to hold the caulking cotton in place. -

e -
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2, 1t is beldeved that the vessel was provided with sll the equipe

ment required for this type motorbtoat with the exception of childrem's

1ife proservers. The life preservers actually sboard were in good
ssrvicenbls condition. - ‘ _

%%. With the kuowledge that small oraft storm warnings were flying
and particularly with the wind and seas from the east, the JACK was
navigated in the Long Island and Hlook Island Scunds wherein little

or no interruption of the prevalling wind and sea was experienced.
With the possible exception of the first anchorage south of Plum =
Island, the boat felt the full brunt of the inoreasing wind amd -
heavier sease ‘

i, 7t is the conclusion of the board that with the hull in poor ;
condition, the force of the seas further weakened the vessel so that
upon its return trip to Niantic, a series of & or 6 poundings was
suffieiont to oause a portion of the planking to let go. As a result,
water entered far more rapidly than the pewer of the pumping system
ocould dispose of it. - ' (

- %5, The idea of a collision with a lbbster pot buoy having holed the

vessel is rejocted when considering that the JACK wes traveling at e
slow speed, the structure of the type of buoys and the fact that the

damge was sustained forward without a reduction in speed having been

noted at the time.

"G, 1In view of the repid ‘m.nner in which the boat sank. it is doubbe

ful whether had a radio bsen aboard the JACK, it could have been used
in time to transmit a calle. On the other hand, had the CINDY been .
able to radio the fact of the inoident and its position, assistance
would have bson forthcoming so that most of the eight persons alive
at the time would have been saved. , T '
7, ¢The life preservers wors given to all passengers and were worn
in & proper memner. Nr. Thornton did ell in hie power to aid amd
comfort those in the water. - , :

8. | It is believed that the perscns atoard the CIM were physisally -
unable to render any additioral assistance to’ that which was given.

Against the strong wind, a 1ins could not have bean heaved the ape
proximately &0 feet to the people in the water. ' '

-
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"8. The Board is umadle io explaim how Vimoent Lombtardo, altheugh
8 busky well uilt man, wes alle to survive the sevarity of the
night adrift exoept to conclude thet his prayors were answired.

"10. It 10 Walisved that the Commmading Officer of the (0 Moorings

ot New Loodon, Comnsotiecut and Chs persomnel sttashed to the sommmnd
took the reguired action expeditiously, eonsistert with the informstion
supplied to them. HNome of ths icCormants were adle to piapoint the
location af the vesssl vith suffisicnt elarity te assurev amy hope of
axccasafully locating the sosne of the iwsident during darkness.®

8. The oard made the foliowing Iecmmsndations;

*l. That a charge of nsgligenss be preferred eZaimst the motorboat
operatort's license isswd to Robert Thoraton, wiler R.3. 4450, as
emanded, specifying his failure to hoed the smell craft storm warning
that mas displayed prior to his departure on the morning of 10 June,
igsl.

%Z. That the record of the proceedings of this hoard bs forwarded
to the Departmant of Justice for possible erimimal action based on
negligent operation of the Motor Passenger Boet JACK (46 USC 626-1).

HRMARKS

6, Recommendation £ of the Board that the record of subjeot casualty
be traamdtted to the Attornsy General of the Tnited Statee is consurred
with, A review of the sulject casweliy indicates that the record contains
evidence of orimimal liadbiiity om the part of hobert Thornton, 946 Bruckner
Blwd., Bhonx, Hew YOrk, cymer and operater of the M,B. JACK &t the time the
subjeot ensurlly ocourred, arising out of the violations of the following
statuter; :

(a) 46 USC 6868 ~ sonding an unsceworthy wvessel to sea

{b) 18 USC 2196 = negligently endangering life

(c) 18 USC 1115 = negligent destruction of life

(d) 46 USC 826 1 -snd m - reckless and noglizemt operation of wesael

7. Subject to the foregoing remmrks, it 1ls recommended that thes Findinge
of PFact, Opinions, and Keoommendations of the DBoard bo approveds

Pe Ao OVENDEN
Acting
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de ‘ ’ : 2 Octeber, 1951
‘Indel | L M

From: chief. 0ffice of Herohant Harine Sarety
TO: ‘Commpdant

Subj: Merine Board of Inveatig;ation;tmimpaotad ¥B JACK; 9 gotes
. foundering off Plum Island, Long Islend Sound 10 June, 1961,
with loss of life ‘ )

Forwarded, rooomnamding approval .

 fa/ H‘. C. mm

APFROVED: OCT 9 1951

MERLIN O'NETLL
' MERLIN O'NEILL » ‘

' Vice Admiral, U, S. Ceast Guard
Ccmandant
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