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Opinton

1. The opinion of the Board is that the M/B FREDA M capsised off Montank
Point with the resuliing loss of one life because it was operated %00 elose
to the swrf over a shoal arse where the sea was lisble to break unsx-
pectedly. A wave belisved by the Board mot to have exosedsd 20 feet in
height raised the stern of the boat ocut of the water so that its rulder
becams 1meffectual. The result was that steering could not be controlled
as the wvave swept the vessel ahsad. It soon broasched, once broedside to
the sea, rolled and teck water aboard. Without water tight compart-
mentation bDelow, the weight of the free flowing wmter overcams the wves-
sel's inherent stability and e mtinud to roll ec-phuly over.

2. mmtyotmwhcmmmsmmutnmm
and akiliful seamanship of its operator, George Veltman, was the prin-
ciple reason the death toll wes limited to ons. In view of the extrems
ezhaunstion of some of the survivors, it is a fair concliusion that had the
passengers not been so few in tumbers a grester proportion would have been

3. mmmatabontmhzotmhthMnofM
Island againat an ebd tide resulted in a confused sea with waves gverag-
ing 4 to 5 feet from base to crest. mmxuonmwnm
shoa) areas of the rip tides.

4 !hommlmionhthrefmmebdthtwm,mm
operator, wvas negligent in continuously mansuvering his vessel in the
area of the rip. It is noted that the operator of the M/B CIGARETIR
m-mmmﬂoddbymmhhnomhustmwmrthtm.
atabontthu-pmition,dmmtreﬁrntomm!ontmkw
bntmfnudaphmmrronmriptﬁu

.5. Mmm&ppoheubnotmﬂtowofthemnwmw

entire day until immediately prior to the capsizing.

6. mc«:tcmum«mmx/amnmmnhm
and fourd it in compliance with existing law. The board is of the opinion
that all required equipment for her class was on the boat and that
structurally sound. The life preservers were of the approved type
serviosable condition and in sufficient number.
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