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Ll e euane 20 april, 1980
.- WABMmMOTON .8.C. e ON6-2/4

(CORSTANCE a-1)

Prom; Chief, Merchant Vessel Inspection Division

Tos Commandant '

Viag Chief, Office of Merchant Xarine Sefety
Chief, Office of Operations

Bubjs Marine mard of Investigation; foundering of Motorboat ANET9 (consmwcx)
in Nantucket Sound on 9 September, 1949, with resultant loss of life.

1, Pursuart to the provisions of Title 46 CoFeRe Purt 136, the record of
the Marine Bard convened te investigate subdject easualty, tegether with its
Findings of Fact, Comslusions and Reccomendations has beea reviewed and is
herewith formrded.

2. The Moterboat 4M579 (CONSTANCE), spproximately 7 gross tens, 38 foet
longth, 9 foot beam, built in 1934, wsually employed in the earriage ¢f passen-

‘gers for hire on party fishing exeursions and eommereial fishing, departed frem

Bantuekst Barbor at about 1610 with 11 passengers and 1 eperater ea btoard, bound

_Toer Falmouth, Mass. At the time of departure the sea and weather sonditions were

faverable tut threateninge Shortly after departure & head wind incressed ia
intensity and oreated a darngercusly rough sea for the vessel. Approximstely 45
minutes after departure a boarding sea fleeded the forwmrd eoekpit, eaunsing the
vessel to beceme bow heavy, and shortly thereafter additional seas boarded the
vessel causing her to founder. The 11 pereons ea beard, equipped with adequate
14fe preservers, atandoned the vessel and remained in the water until the next
morning. While immersed in the water 9 passengers perished from expesure, ox-
haustion, and drowninmge.

t As the result of this casualty the following § persens absard the Moter-
boat 4M679 (CONSTANCE) lost thelir lives.

Leighton B. Allenbty Jehn X. Hadley
Madel Marie Allenty . Patrieia Diekinson
Rubert A. Allenly Robert M. Faira
Emily Foster ¥illisemt M. Naira
Jane M. Mange :

4. The Noard made the following Pindings of Faobs

- "(1) The moterbeat CONSTANCE and nine perseas out of a $total of eleven
persons en btoard were lest in Nantueket Sound detween §500 Pule, 9
September and 10 September, 1949, a$ 10400 AN,
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xs-2/4 .
- (CONSTANCE &-1)

The snoterbect CONSTANGE was & sumbdered vesssl of trumk eabia
dosign, 38° leng, 9' bresd, 3* drafly Wils 12 1934 of wood Vy
Ameriean Car and Peundry Compaxy, Wilminghea, Delaware. It was
owned and eperuted in the h.uouot‘)trvfwn‘brun":
wlm-tr-thlmth.ma..mhlmnymmm th

. Awin Nereury engines of 100 N.P. eache

(3) The Certifieate otmﬂ&m“ﬁcﬂmmnﬁ. 4579,
permitted the vessel %o emgage in Cemmereial Pishing.

(4) The testimeny of all witnesses imdicates that the weather at the
4ime and en the seeme of the casualty was equally with imtermittent reia
and powerful gusts of wind and that the inslemamey of the weather with
ssnsequent peer visibility was the case threougheut the bours of dariness
on Septamber 9 and 10. oE

(§) Mubert Alfred Allenly 1ia an unizterrupted marrative ascount of

the sasualty testified that the CONSTANCE left Bantueket 4t about 416
Pd. on the 9th of September, 1949 inm a mederste see fad foir weather
troken by occoasional rainm squallse He said that at abewt 5400 PM. the
sea was quickly whipped up by a sudden violent wind; that at that sime
he noticed a small sail beat en the pert bew, pessidly im distress, and
she CONBTANCE with Rmseell Palmer at the helm altered sourse te the lefy
Soward the said sail beat. HNe sald that the sea comtimed beo got reugh-
or and although eensiderabdle spray was whipped aeress the beat ho felt
2o eoncern; that the starboard engine stepped as a result of wetting of
she ignitien system, and the intentien of giving aid 40 the sail beat ms
atendoned for the more pressing need of attentiem te their ewn eruft. He
testified that thereafter the situatien became inmereasingly mere danger-
ous and the vessel made water fast; that the ferward codipit was protty
woll filled, and with the pert engime rumning the Wat was hold ncre o
less te the sea; that so much water was being shipped the lwat was swamp-
od; that the osoupaats teek to She water at abous 5406 PJdie with twe

1ife preservers each and were bound together with & meering line; that
the anehor had bouduppdandthpwmdommmod, iteor
end of the anchor lime trailing im the water; that preparations were mde
for a pessitly sustained peried of immersien before rescue; that inm the
course of time he, Hubert Alfred Alleaby, lest his grip en the trailing
1ine and never resovered its; that he bad beem helding this line s¢ that
the party im the water might retaln contast with and in the shelter of
the wreek. Ne said Pussell Pulmer, the eperater swam %o the wreek and
Mhﬁmhﬂnnmﬂuugnmwhﬂrnuhpu ths partyy
fn the water; that darkness enveleped the sea and the beat and Palmer
became lest te the party's view. Cemtimuing his testimony, Hubert
Alfred Allenldy said that his father, Emnbert Alphonse Allenly, died of

3




eihanstion semetine after 9400 Pell. om the $th; that between midnight

haustion; tshat by daylight five persens wers left alive. s seid his
mother, Mabdl Marie Allenly, died secm after daylight) that laser the
four swrviving perscns, Mubert Alfred Allealy, Buily Fester, Reders
Faira and Xillieeat Naira, made out the land and attempted mere or
less %o swim the distance estimted S0 bo twe miles; that while the
attenpt to make shere was wnderway and the four persens were still
diwﬂqnﬂhlmw:phumthm'unwl
that seen afterward and while the feur persens were still alive It
weakening rapidly an appreaching boat was ebeerved (Ceast Guard Surf
Bat)e Beo said the boat eireled them, cams aleagside amd drew Buily
Pester apparently lifeless frem the water first, himeelf, Allealy,
second; that attempts te pick up Milliegnt and Rebert Jaira were
defeated ly the vielemoe of the sea; that both appeared teo be 14feleas
at the time these attewmpts wers made; that the boat was rewed ashere
and that he, Allenlty, was hospitalised. Upon further questioning
Allenty testified that the CONSTANCE had been hired fer the day,his
father arranging details; that the sea filled the wat with water se

& fest that it was useless to attempt to pwmp it out; that mo pumping
was done; that no previous trouble with the exglns was experisncsd;
that im his opinien the boat was seaworthy.

(6) Emssell Palmer testified in & marrative scocount that he hald &
metorboat eperater's license (87447), isswed at Previdenes, R.I., 12
Bovember, 1946); that his father, Carl Palmer, was ewner of the
OORSTANCE; that he, Russell C. Palmer, was in eharge as eperater of
the CONSTANCE on the fateful excursien frem Falmeuth teo Nuatucket amd
return; that the trip from Falmouth te Nantucket wes made witheut
incident; that he had departed frem Nantucket at abeut 4318 Pdis, ]
September o & returs eourse of $10° soward Felmeuth; that the sen wWas
saln en doparture but that it had milt wp as they prosecded; that
shertly befere the easualty the wind suddenly imereased ia imtensity
and whipped up & dangerously reugh sea; that the CONSTANCE was at the
Sime heading into it. Ne said that he turned the CONSTANCE 4o the
left to go te the aid of a sail beat that might have deen im troudle;
that this resulted im the shipping ef heavy spray ever the side; that
he them altered sourse tack to the right so tiat the vessel was agais
hoading inte the see; that the starbeard engine failed frem wetting;
shat he relinquished the wheel te Leightea Allealty while he attapted
te restart the engine; tiat he failed te got it started; that he thea
resumed the wheel; that a heavy sea was shipped whieh floeded the
forward eeskpit; that the weight of the water in the forward oeekplt
Arimued the vessel se mush by the head that it ceuld net properly 1ife
. t@thoonmln;-ul-ndﬂntvithintivod.ntonthbatmmpd.
Be testiffed that all ten passengers weat ever the side oquipped with
1ife preservers and hung omte the bitter emd of the ancher linme tralling
over the side; that he anchered the swanped boat in ablewt §0° of wmter
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"appreaching the sesne frem the westmni was

Yhe private beat WEISTIER left Bantuehet at about 10480 Adds, W
Bepbemder, %o aid in the seareh. ™he Praxt Peint mster swrf Wat
dirested Yy sigml frem
s eivilian plans eontalning Carl Falmer te the ares absut eme or
twe miles off Dienis Meach where the ship-wreeked party was. This
sur? Boat was first te arrive ea the seeme, at alout 10,18
Sepbemder. Operating in the surf of the tar, this bdeat pleked wp
the Wdy of Buily Pester, apparemtly lifeless, and surviver Babers
Alfred Allemly. In the immediate vieimity were Redert and
Mmira. The surf beat attempted %0 drew these two frea the wmber
MWubluolouﬂhmnt-num“-‘u
Thamoter of the surf beat failed due %o sand chaking the seeling
qmmuumwnﬁmmlusmumwmu
recover these latter twe. As other vesssls arrived at the seene
our? boat abandoned efferts te recever any other bodies sad was

.50 the beash with the two they had pisked wp. Detween 10900 A M. end
ous

11500 AJl. the bodies ef the ether vistime were ressvered iy vari
eraft and landed at Puntucke $.*

The Bard mde the fellewing Conslusionss

®(1) The metorioat CONSTANCE was assidewtally smuped and foundered
{a the shoal waters of Namtueket Sousd, resultisg in the tetal less
of the vessel and the loss of nine perscus ewt of a %etal of sleven
ea board. . . ”

(2) The tragedy, fer purpeses of amlysis, may W ¢onsidered in
11ght of twe separste phases, (a) The casuelty ve the vessel e

1ese of 3ine persens out of cloven We sueeessfully alandensd the -
rooks _

.
o
S

(S) The Caswalty te the CONSTANCE was saused primarily sad in pare
w,mm..rkqmwrmuwmm ‘
thmpl.dh.pﬂwmmuﬂtm'umo e
vislenoe of the wind and »

sesawerthiness of
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eontinuing withoat modification of setien in the fase of the (hrestening
viclenes of wind and sea. Altheugh the vesssl was oquipped with & saxvas
heood designed as a csver for the ferward eoekpls, suoh protestion was

mever rigged. The faults lies primarily with the Providense whiock soxtrels
the olememuts. Coatridutery fault attaches te the eperaber, Ruksell Mlmer
‘ “ yho was in eommand of the OONSTANCE and who esused her o Be mavigated 1a
Y & menper tending te diseount the hasards of beavy weathers IV appesrs
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found and fitted in qeserdance With
of Jaw for o vessdl of tiat teamage sarryisg

e Bard made the fellewing
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