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November 12, 2002

State of Louisiana

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

P.O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Attn: Mr. Rick Kasprzak

Artificial Reef Coordinator

Re:
Organizations and Associations

Gulf Safety Committee


Rigs to Reef Program

Dear Mr. Kasprzak:

It recently came to our attention that your office is considering changes to the Louisiana Artificial Reef Initiative (LARI).  We want to take this opportunity to introduce our organization to you and to request that you keep us informed of your actions and allow us to participate in this study.

HISTORY:  Enclosure (1) is the mission statement of the Gulf Safety Committee (GSC), a Regional Marine Transportation System Committee comprised of all Gulf of Mexico (GOM) waterway users, including, but not limited to commercial and recreational fishermen, government regulators, and the Oil and Gas industry to mention a few.  The GSC treats the GOM as a large port and brings together all waterway users to address issues of common interest.  Although we began meeting as recently as October 10, 2001, we already have an Executive Steering Board of all major industry groups (enclosure (2)) with standing Sub-Committees on communications, security and soon fisheries.  In the very near future we will have a web page on the Coast Guard’s harbor safety committee web site, which will be used to communicate with our large constituency.  In addition to enclosures (1) and (2), that site will contain meeting notices, agendas and minutes, a page to keep personnel informed regarding the work of Sub-Committees and a location where finished projects will be posted.  

Since September 11, 2001, we have had many meetings, which were well attended by commercial and recreational fishermen, the oil and gas industry and other GOM waterway users.   One of our products was a voluntary communication protocol to be used between fishermen and offshore oil and gas facilities.  This protocol should be published in future editions of the LA State Fishing Pamphlet.

We believe that there is great value to all parties by expanding LARI.  Our membership has representation by all affected groups and we are gearing up to address this issue.  Please keep us advised of all future correspondence and meeting notices regarding this matter.  Information or questions may be forwarded to Mr. Chris Torres, Chairperson of our Fisheries Sub-Committee at (985) 632-1758, fax (985) 632-1713 or e-mail: chris.torres@eco.chouest.com.  Alternately, I may be contacted at the below address, at phone (504) 592-6257 or at e-mail cottovf@chevrontexaco.com.

We look forward to working with you on this important issue.
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Sincerely,






Vincent F. Cottone, PE, Chairman






Gulf Safety Committee

Encl:
(1) Gulf Safety Committee Mission Statement 

       
(2) Members of the Executive Steering Board of the Gulf Safety Committee

   
(3) Voluntary GOM Marine Communications Protocol
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Working to make the Gulf of Mexico a cleaner, safer and more economically viable area for commercial and recreational use





Gulf Safety Committee


� HYPERLINK "http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/harborsafety" ��www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/harborsafety�








PO Box 50751, New Orleans, Louisiana 70150-0751
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