GSC Steering Team 

 General Meeting

Meeting Notes

Place:

USCG 8th District 


Date:
March 12, 2002



Hale Boggs Building



New Orleans, LA


Time:
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Subject:

GSC Steering Committee Meeting

Attendees:

See Attachment “A” – Sign Up Sheet

Agenda:

N/A

Others:
Attachment “B”- Draft Communication Protocol

Distribution:

Committee Members

1.0
Review of Agenda

The meeting was kicked off at 1:00 p.m. with a total of 12 individuals present and four were tied in via phone.

An emergency evacuation plan was reviewed and the group notified of where the restrooms were located.


John Cushing reviewed the agenda and requested any input into any new topics that should be added.

2.0
Action Items

All action items that had been generated at the previous meeting have been closed out.


New action items developed included the following:

· Allen Verret to update action item list and place in notes

Action Item Closed– Allen Verret

· Allen Verret to update sign-in list and forward to Members 

Action Item Closed– Allen Verret

· Allen Verret to draft minutes of meeting and forward to members    

Action Item Closed – Allen Verret

· John Cushing to discuss Security Issues with Captain Sullivan to see if he would like to participate in April 17, 2002 Meeting. 

Action Item Closed–John Cushing

· John Cushing to develop list of key contact points for the OCS region, using industry representatives on GSC Executive Steering Committee as starting point.


Action Item Closed-John Cushing

· John Cushing to send out Draft #1 of Communication Protocol to GSC Steering team members for comments and suggestions due to Allen Verret by 3-19-02.

Action Item Closed-John Cushing

· Mark Becker to make presentation of Draft Communication Protocol to full meeting members at April 17, 2002 meeting and have a handout to pass along.

Action Item Closed-Mark Becker

· Allen Verret to Confirm and lock in Larose Regional Site for meeting and cancel Morgan City Auditorium.

Action Item Closed-Allen Verret

· Casandra Cooper-Gates to make brief Presentation at April 17, 2002 on Loop’s Safety Zone and have information prepared to pass out at meeting.

Action Item Closed-Casandra Cooper-Gates

· Jerry Torok to draft and develop short presentation on differences of Safety zones and issues USCG considers in granting these zones.  To identify and describe what a Security zone might be and discuss briefly the work associated with granting and enforcing a Security zone for an offshore facility.  Ideally, a handout to be developed to accompany the presentation.

Action Item Closed-Jerry Torok

· Allen Verret to develop short presentation on potential hazards associated with Offshore Operations for April 17, 2002 meeting.  Ideally, a handout to be developed to accompany the presentation.

Action Item Closed-Allen Verret

· Steve Tomeny and Myron Fischer to prepare short presentation on types of offshore fishing techniques being used near offshore facilities.

Action Item Closed-Steve Tomeny & Myron Fischer

· Allen Verret to draft straw model agenda and forward to John Cushing for review and comments before forwarding to general distribution.

Action Item Closed-Allen Verret 

3.0 April 17, 2002 Meeting

Discussions were held on the upcoming meeting and a review of the potential locations to hold the meeting was covered.  Several sites were under consideration and availability and costs for the following locations was considered:

· Alario Center

· LUMCON

· Nicholls University

· Morgan City Municipal Auditorium

· Larose Regional Park

Consensus among the members was that the best location was probably Larose and Allen Verret took the action item to confirm the site and book the room for the meeting.

Based on feedback received from the group at the January 17, 2002 meeting, it was decided that the meeting would be held in the afternoon from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. It was suggested that we move quickly to advertise the meeting and get the word out of the impending agenda so that wide distribution for the meeting date and content could be achieved.

4.0       Communication Protocol Draft

A draft of a potential communication protocol that might be employed to address concerns of the offshore platform personnel was passed out and discussed.  The group took the action item to review the information, and provide comments to Allen Verret via e-mail by March 19, 2002.  The revised draft will then be sent out to the GSC Communications Subcommittee and then a presentation will be made by Mark Becker of the protocol at the April 17, 2002 meeting.

Concern was expressed about the impact of the protocol and the potential of the protocol being used as a basis for the government to adopt the protocol and make it a requirement in lieu of its intended purpose as a voluntary communication tool.  While the potential is there for the protocol to be seen as a first step towards new regulations, the group was advised that several groups are already looking at security issues associated with the offshore platforms and efforts currently being made by the Energy Department and several lawmakers might result in mandatory regulations that are more severe than these proposed voluntary steps.

It was understood that these efforts are more to provide a certain “comfort level” by operators that they are appraised of the activities around their facilities and that they are more informed about the intent of vessels coming along side their facilities.  No one believes that the efforts will stop a determined attack by a properly trained and determined terrorist.  The bottom line is that at least we are doing something, and the oil industry and fisheries personnel are probably in the best position to address the issue and come up with mutually agreeable solutions to the new challenges poised in the area of offshore security.

5.0      Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m.  The next meeting date was not set and is dependent on developments that will be prompted by the meeting to be held on April 17, 2002.

