MERCHANT MARINE PERSONNEL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  (MERPAC)

TASK STATEMENT  #42


RECOMMENDATIONS ON ACTUAL DEMONSTRATIONS OF SKILL FOR MASTERS 

AND CHIEF MATES ON SHIPS OF BETWEEN 500 AND 3,000 GROSS

TONNAGE (ITC) ON INTERNATIONAL AND NEAR-COASTAL VOYAGES

I.  Task Title

Review assessment guidelines of actual demonstrations of skill for Masters and Chief Mates on Ships of between 500 and 3,000 Gross Tonnage (ITC) on both International and Near-Coastal Voyages which can be used to assess mariner competencies listed in the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW).

II.  Background

The 1995 STCW Amendments require that candidates for certification establish their competence in a wide range of subjects, including the certification as Master and Chief Mate on Ships of between 500 and 3,000 Gross Tonnage (ITC) on International and Near-Coastal Voyages.  The STCW Amendments include standards of competence in the form of tables which identify areas of knowledge, understanding, and proficiency which must be demonstrated, and describe general criteria for assessing whether an individual meets the standard.  The Coast Guard’s Interim Final Rule for Implementation of STCW (62 FR 34506-34541; June 26, 1997; 46 CFR Parts 10, 12, and 15) reflects these STCW requirements by requiring “practical demonstrations” in the presence of a designated examiner.


III.  Problem Statement
A MERPAC work group developed recommended assessment guidelines for candidates requesting certification as Master and Chief Mate on ships of more than 500 Gross Tonnage ITC.  The Coast Guard adapted these guidelines, but only for service on vessels of more than 3,000 gross tonnage ITC.  Therefore, there are currently no published guidelines for candidates requesting certification as Master and Chief Mate on Ships of between 500 and 3,000 Gross Tonnage ITC on both International and Near-Coastal Voyages.

IV.  Tasks

Review the enclosed Coast-Guard developed assessment guidelines which contain proficiency demonstrations for Masters and Chief Mates on Ships of between 500 and 3,000 Gross Tonnage ITC.  Make recommendations for changes.  

V.  Estimated time to complete task(s)

Provide recommendations to the Coast Guard by the conclusion of the fall 2003 meeting.
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Enclosures: (1) Assessment guidelines for Masters and Chief Mates on Ships of between 500 and 
                         3,000 Gross Tonnage (ITC) on International Voyages
                   (2) Assessment guidelines for Masters and Chief Mates on Ships of between 500 and     
                         3,000 Gross Tonnage (ITC) on Near-Coastal Voyages
