MERCHANT MARINE PERSONNEL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

TELECONFERENCE MEETING

TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2003

The teleconference meeting was called to order at 1:00 PM by Chairman Andrew McGovern.  Also on the telephone were the following MERPAC members:  Joe Murphy; Grey Chisholm; Katie Haven; Mohan Dadlani; Mike Surgalski; Doug Hard; Glenn Pigott; Roy Murphy; Nick Grassia; Sinclair Oubre; and Dorenda Canty.  Executive Director CDR Brian Peter and Mark Gould were in attendance at Coast Guard Headquarters, as well as CDR Mike Rand and LT Cassie Calametti of the Coast Guard’s Security Directorate.  The following members of the public were on the phone:  Sam Turkington of Sea River; Dwight Hutchinson of the STAR Center; Richard Plant of the Masters, Mates, and Pilots; John Helmick of the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy; Glenn Nekvasil of the Lake Carriers’ Association; Rick Barry and Charles Pillsbury of MITAGS; Bob Morgan of Maersk Lines, Ltd; Bill Eglinton of the Seafarers Harry Lundeberg School of Seamanship; Chris Krusa of the Maritime Administration; and Diane Goncalves of the Transportation Institute. 

Notice of this teleconference meeting was published in the Federal Register on Friday, February 19, 2003.  This meeting was held to discuss and prepare comments to the docket of the Coast Guard’s maritime security regulations.
Chairman McGovern gave a brief recapitulation of maritime security discussions held at the February 24-28, 2003, IMO meeting in London, England.

After lively discussion among MERPAC members, and after comments had been solicited from members of the public, MERPAC officially requested that the following comments be submitted to the Coast Guard’s docket on maritime security regulations [USCG-2002-14069]:

1. MERPAC recommends that a person serving as a Company Security Officer (CSO), Vessel Security Officer (VSO), and Port Facility Security Officer (PSFO) should receive mandatory training and assessment in the duties and responsibilities of a CSO, VSO, or PSFO (as appropriate), as required by national and international law;


2. During the initial implementation of the regulations, MERPAC recommends that a person serving as a Company Security Officer (CSO), Vessel Security Officer (VSO), and Port Facility Security Officer (PSFO), be allowed to be certified by his/her company as competent in the duties and responsibilities of a CSO, VSO, or PSFO (as appropriate);


3. MERPAC recommends that any requirement to retain an individual’s proof of participation in annual exercises should be consistent with current exercise requirements, such as OPA 90, etc;


4. MERPAC recommends that certain classes of vessels should be allowed an alternative to the requirement that they have a designated Vessel Security Officer;


5. MERPAC recommends that, consistent with the principles of Prevention Through People (PTP), all crewmembers should complete training in their duties for vessel security as detailed in the Vessel Security Plan from the vessel’s Master, Company Security Officer, or Vessel Security Officer prior to assuming their watch responsibilities;


6. MERPAC recommends that the Coast Guard take into account workload issues when approving vessel security plans; and


7. MERPAC recommends that the Coast Guard rigorously enforce seafarer’s rights when approving port facility security plans.


Mr. Helmick announced that there will be a conference at the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy on March 20, 2003, to develop a model security course.  CDRs Peter and Rand added that a course outline will be ready by May 2003, and a model training program should be approved by IMO in September of this year.  

CDR Peter thanked all MERPAC members and the public for their participation.  He added that he hoped to hold a working group meeting regarding the task statement on hawsepipe programs for unlicensed engine department personnel in Seattle sometime between April 14th and May 6th of this year.

The teleconference meeting was adjourned by Chairman McGovern at 2:13 PM.

