
September 22, 2004

Admiral Thomas Collins

Commandant

United States Coast Guard

Sir,

The Merchant Marine Personnel Advisory Committee (MERPAC) has been tasked with assisting the National Maritime Center (NMC) in working with all the Service Agencies that have a maritime contingent to align their training with the Standards of Training and Watchkeeping, thus allowing the members of such services to have a career in the merchant marine after they fulfill their obligation, if they so choose. 

The US Navy has been participating in this project for the last two years and has made tremendous progress. However, neither the US Coast Guard nor the US Army has sent representatives. MERPAC is greatly concerned that these services may not be proceeding in this direction. MERPAC feels strongly that not doing so is a great disservice to the members of that service as well as the merchant marine, now suffering through a manpower shortage.

To this end the Committee is requesting a briefing at the next MERPAC meeting (spring 2005) to inform the members of the progress of all service branches’ efforts to align their training requirements with course approvals for STCW requirements.  

Thank you in advance for your assistance in this manner.








Sincerely,








Andrew McGovern








Chairman

MERCHANT MARINE PERSONNEL ADVISORY COMMITTEE








