MERPAC -- Task Statement 30 Utilizing Military Sea Service for STCW Certifications


The following was the work group report Grey Chisholm read into the record at the Honolulu meeting:

MERCHANT MARINE PERSONNEL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

TASK STATEMENT 30

UTILIZING MILITARY SEA SERVICE FOR STCW CERTIFICATIONS

20-21 September 2004

For Navy Training/STCW integration, the most important item of interest in the long run is that the CNO has recognized the need for correlating Navy training with IMO training requirements.  There are two goals here:  (1) While the IMO exempts Navies of member states from STCW requirements, the treaty stipulates that member state Navies will comply as closely as possible.  By correlating Navy training with IMO training requirements, Acompliance as close as possible@ is documented; and (2) it has been a long-standing Navy goal to re-integrate servicemen into civilian employment upon separation.  This correlation meets that goal.  A large part of this is also driven by Military Sealift Command, the civilian arm of the Navy, and its need for trained mariners. The CNO has said, AMake it happen.@ And he has release money ($6.3M over 2-years) to make it happen. (This second goal parallels MERPAC=s Task Statement 30.)

Since then, the Navy has taken great strides in working with the Coast Guard to insure Navy personnel get credit where training meets or exceeds STCW requirements.  Conversely, the NMC has been diligently working with the Navy towards those same goals.

LT William Hartman at the Center for Combat Systems in San Diego and Captain Larry Beal at Surface Warfare Officer School, Newport RI and Orlando Training Systems Division have spearheaded these efforts on the deck Navy side. CDR Tim Achorn, Center for Naval Engineering, Norfolk has been making great strides on the engineering Navy side.

Where do we stand at the moment?

Basic Safety Training (BST):

tc \l3 "Basic Safety Training (BST):

tc \l3 "Basic Safety Training (BST):For enlisted personnel having completed Basic Training
100% *

For officers
100% *

Grey Chisholm, MERPAC member, spent two weeks in San Diego working with LT Bill Hartman.  Mr. Hartman had the officer BST 85% completed at that time and in Mr. Chisholm’s opinion his work was in line with STCW.  Mr. Chisholm hopes NMC will approve this work.

* Neither of the above includes training using a survival suit.  Military Sealift Command offers a free 2-hour class to servicemen and veterans meeting this requirement.

Able Seaman For Enlisted:

Basic Training = tc \l3 "Able Seaman For Enlisted:BST

Helmsman and Lookout Qualification = Rating Forming Part of a Navigation Watch

Life Boatman  -- in progress

Sea service is accepted at 60% of Naval Sea Service as it has been historically.

Eligible Ratings: Operations Specialist (OS), Quartermaster (QM), Boatswains Mate (BM), and Mineman (MN)

tc \l3 "Able Seaman for Officers:

tc \l3 "Able Seaman for Officers:Surface Warfare Officer School (SWOS) post 1990 = tc \l3 " SWOS post 1990 & seatimeBST and Rating Forming Part of a Navigation Watch

Life Boatman  -- in progress

Sea service is accepted at 60% of Naval Sea Service as it has been historically.

Third MateAble Seaman:tc \l3 "Third MateAble Seaman:
Captain Larry Beal is taking the spearhead on this. 

NSS TRD B Working up job sheets and working closely with NMC. The Navy is now training using Navigation, Seamanship, Shiphandling Training Requirements Document (NSS TRD). This document closely parallels STCW requirements. Officers completing their Surface Warfare Officer (SWO) qualifications, Boatswainmates (BM), Quartermasters (QM), Operations Specialists (OS), and Minemen (MN) will have this document in their training folder do insure the serviceman completes all Navy training and practical skills in bridge watchkeeping.  Concurrently it will document STCW requirements.

CBT B Creating Computer Based Training (CBT) for most of knowledge/skills.

Shortfalls:

Cargo Handling

Stability

Advanced Fire Fighting

Radar (offered at MSI for Navy and many civilian schools)

ARPA (offered at MSI for Navy and many civilian schools)

BRM (Watch Keeping --  offered at MSI for Navy)

GMDSS (civilian schools already meet this requirement)

Schedule:

tc \l3 "Schedule:Many of our goals are already met.  For the remaining items, we should have completed the initial process in a year to a year and a half.  Then it will be an ongoing process as Navy training changes and/or STCW requirements change. 

Other Issues:

tc \l3 "Other Issues:U.S. Coast Guard service time and training?

U.S Army service time and training?

Points of Contact:

Grey Chisholm, Master Mariner, MERPAC Member, CDR USNR

GreyChis@aol.com, (505) 379-4173

CAPT Larry Beal, USN, Master Mariner

Larry.Beal@navy.mil, (407) 380-4347

CDR Tim Achorn, USN, Maine Maritime graduate

Timothy.Achorn@navy.mil, (757) 444-5332 Ext: 3078

LT William Hartman, USN, First Class Pilot

William.Hartman1@navy.mil, (619) 556-6637
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