The Houston/Galveston Navigation Safety Advisory Committee

www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/advisory/hogansac/hogan.html

Minutes of the February 7, 2002 Meeting

On the call of its sponsor, Rear Admiral Roy J. Casto, USCG, Commander,

Eight Coast Guard District, and after public notice in the Federal Register (Notice of meetings, 67 Federal Register 65775 dated December 20, 2001), the sixty-second meeting of the Houston/Galveston Navigation Safety Advisory Committee was held on Thursday, February 7, 2002.  The meeting was held at the Houston Port Authority Building, Houston, Texas.  The published agenda for the meeting is included as enclosure (1).  A list of attendees is attached as enclosure (2).  The documents which were made available to and/or prepared by the committee are available for public inspection and copying at the office of the Committee's Executive Secretary, CDR Peter S. Simons, USCG, at U.S. Coast Guard Vessel Traffic Service Houston/Galveston, 9640, Clinton Drive, Houston, TX  77029.  Some of the documents are also available electronically through the Committee's website (www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/advisory/hogansac/hogan.html).  A verbatim recording of the meeting was made and is available upon request.  Requests for copies of the recording must be received by February 28, 2004.

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tim Leitzell at 9:06 AM.

OPENING REMARKS BY COMMITTEE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Captain Kevin Cook welcomed the committee members and guests and thanked the Port of Houston for hosting the meeting.  He thanked the committee members for their dedication and enthusiasm as demonstrated by the work being accomplished by the committee as can be seen on the agenda.  Captain Cook noted the impressive qualifications of all of the members and of all of the applicants for the positions available in 2002.  He expressed his thanks to everyone who applied for membership on the Committee.  There has been a record number of applicants and also a record level of quality of the applicants.  As history tends to show, it will still be a few months before the selection results are available.

Captain Cook also thanked the members of the Port Security Subcommittee for their work, especially Tim Leitzell.  The more interest people have it seems the easier the job would be, but in this case it is different.  There is a lot of interest and a lot of people are interested in different things.

Captain Cook welcomed Captain Whitehead, representative for RADM Casto.  Captain Whitehead is no stranger to marine safety issues; he was the Captain of the Port in Boston and National Security Fellow at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University before assuming his current duties as Chief of Staff for the Eigth Coast Guard District.

REMARKS BY COMMITTEE SPONSOR'S REPRESENTATIVE

Captain Whitehead stated that he was very happy to be at the meeting since it has been awhile since he has been able to attend one.  He stated that he does have some remarks to make but he first wanted to call forward and recognize a local mariner for his contributions to navigation safety.

Captain Whitehead and Commander Simons called forward Captain Marvin Reed.  Captain Whitehead presented Captain Reed with the Meritorious Public Service Award for his superior public service and his commitment to navigation safety. The citation noted that he contributed to four critical working groups and his professional abilities as an experienced mariner have contributed substantially to navigation safety in Galveston, along the Gulf Coast, and Intercoastal Waterway.  From 1998 to Spring 2001, Captain Reed served as chairman of the Texas Waterways Operators Association Navigation Committee.  His efforts resulted in numerous navigation changes, including the creation of barge lanes, railroad bridge changes, the development of an additional operating frequency for the Coast Guard Vessel Traffic Service Houston/Galveston (VTS), and recommended changes for Matagorda Bay aids to navigation (ATON).  He has also provided significant leadership to HOGANSAC and the ATON Knockdown working group.  His work with the ATON Knockdown working group involved investigation into the underlying causes of knockdowns and helped increase the amount of self-reported knockdowns ten-fold.  He expertly served as the Corps of Engineers principal pilot for navigation scenarios modeled at the Corps waterways experimentation station.  His significant dedication to navigation safety and personal initiative are in keeping with the highest traditions of public service.

Captain Whitehead began his remarks by stating that it is always good to recognize the people who make the port safer.  He expressed his happiness to attend the meeting.  He also stated that there was not a federally mandated committee where he came from in Boston, but harbor safety committees are an important forum for addressing and resolving a wide range of issues.  He expressed the regrets of RADM Casto and stated that RADM Casto hopes to attend the next meeting.

He noted that these have been very busy times throughout the Port of Houston and within the Eighth Coast Guard District, primarily due to port security concerns.  He indicated that the same was true for all coastal ports.  He stated that the work accomplished by the Committee is very impressive and that it was energizing to see the cooperation between industry and government.  He also thanked the Committee for their work on the upcoming Harbor Safety Conference.  Captain Whitehead stated that he has been to past meetings and that there has been a definite improvement in productivity from these meetings.  This year’s conference will be held from March 3-5, 2002 in Galveston, TX.  The meeting is being held there because the Gulf Coast wanted to be recognized after the first two were held in New York City and San Francisco.  He encouraged all of the Committee members to attend.  There is a good line-up of speakers and ADM Loy, RADM Casto, and one or two Congressional Members will be present.

Captain Whitehead also thanked the Committee for their work and cooperation on port security issues.  He recognizes the high level of attention and response given to the Marine Safety Information Bulletin issued by MSO Houston-Galveston immediately after the tragic events of September 11th.  He thanked Captain Cook for all of his efforts.  He also emphasized the importance of the Port Security Subcommittee.  He added that it was one thing mentioned for consideration at the harbor Safety Conference held at the World Trade Center two years ago.  The Houston and Galveston Bay areas are among the top concerns for the Eighth Coast Guard District and the Coast Guard is keeping a close eye on the area.  He also thanked CDR Simons for the efforts of the VTS.  He stated that there are two Navy 170-foot class patrol craft working in the area; at least one will remain for some period of time.  There are also four Marine Safety and Security Teams (MSST’s) being created by the Coast Guard, one is to be stationed in Galveston and but will be deployable to other areas of the continental United States.  These teams specialize in maritime law enforcement and port security missions.

OPENING REMARKS BY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

The Committee Chairman declined to make comments due to an extensive agenda and time constraints.  At this point he had all of the committee members introduce themselves.

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 17, 2001 MINUTES

A motion was made and seconded to approve the previous meeting's minutes. (These minutes, without enclosures, of the previous meeting are included as enclosure (3).)

OLD BUSINESS

The Chairman reminded those in attendance that the committee forms working groups, headed by a volunteer from the Committee, to address specific issues.  Working groups then report the results of their progress at Committee meetings.

Dredging Projects
Larry Miller called upon Dalton Krueger of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to update the Committee on the status of the various dredging projects in the Galveston, Houston, and Texas City areas.

Mr. Krueger stated that a handout was provided to give an update on the status of dredging contracts.  This handout is included as enclosure (4).  He wanted to touch on a couple of the contracts.  The Lower Bayou dredge is not here at present, but is scheduled to return in April.  The Mid-bay contract is on going.  That project involves three dredges:  the VENTURE just completed the upper boater’s cut and is now working on the circulation channel, the TOM JAMES is working on the Bayport dredging effort,  and there is a bucket dredge working around marker 51 that is generally moving north.

The Redfish Island contract was advertised on January 17, 2002 and they hope to open bids on February 20, 2002.

Mr. Krueger made a quick note on the future contracts.  The Goat Island contract is on hold, but it is anticipated to move forward sometime in the near future.  The Galveston Channel project is on hold until the Corps of Engineers gets funding from Galveston.  The environmental impact of the barge lanes project is being looked at.  He anticipates that the barge lanes would be completed with the rest of the channel.

Larry Miller showed a tri-fold that included the schedule for the widening and deepening project. He only had three copies with him, but it should be distributed soon and copies may be obtained through Dalton Krueger.

In December Chris Ransom and Associates sponsored a dredging seminar.  This covered “dredging from A-Z” and really focused on the channel projects, as well as facilities dredging.  This seminar did an excellent job of addressing those issues and Mr. Miller wanted to thank Chris Ransom for it.

Larry Miller provided a handout on completed dredging projects.  This handout is included as enclosure (5).  He highlighted the Corps of Engineers dredge material replacement areas.  The Corps has lost use of East-West Jones and Greens Bayou sites.  The Corps is in the process of acquiring DOW properties and hopes to have that site on line by 2004.  In the mean time, the Corps is looking at providing a stopgap at the bulk materials handling plant to help bridge the gap between Clinton and Lost Lake.  This may result in some of the terminals pumping a longer distance than normal.  There are also new technologies out there that will help overcome the problem.  These include Seabed Impeller Leveling and Trenching Wing and Water Injection Dredging.  Everyone needs to think of using these technologies instead of individual pipelines until one large pipeline can be installed.  Mr. Miller stated that the fewer dredges and pipelines there are in the channel, the better off we will all be.

The Disposal Area Management Information System is internet-based and will allow you to submit requests and provides access to read-only information.  He also encourages everyone to plan ahead for the next few years of dredging, to forecast three years ahead.  This system should be fully up and running in the next couple of months.

Captain Morris asked a question regarding the bucket dredge at marker 51. He was under the impression that once the dredge had completed a small area at 51, it would move up to marker 63, maintaining approximately a 5-mile separation from other dredges scheduled to work along the channel.  Mr. Krueger replied that was correct, that was what the dredge was supposed to be doing and was at the time he last checked their status.

Captain Morris also stated that he had heard that barge lanes would not be completed until 2003.  He wanted to reemphasize how critically the pilots feel the lanes are needed.  Without the lanes, it creates a much more dangerous situation.  Raymond Butler seconded Captain Morris concerns stating the same feelings on behalf of the towing industry.  Tim Leitzell recognized the concerns and stated that the Committee has been working on this for years and will continue to keep the pressure on.

Electronic Navigation

Larry Miller began by thanking Colin Weeks, Mike Morris, Lou Vest, Scott Fairly, Lance Miller, Paul Brown, and all of the others that are continuing these efforts.

Captain Morris stated that the next Subcommittee meeting was going to be held at 1400 that same day, in the same conference room, and that he was going to keep his comments short.  He stated that the Houston Pilots are still evaluating three or four systems.

Captain Cook reiterated how critical AIS is to the Maritime Domain Awareness aspect of the Coast Guard with security issues being at the forefront.  AIS was originally a comprehensive international requirement that was going to be implemented by 2007.  The implementation date was pushed up to 2004; however, Senator Breaux does not think that date is acceptable.  In fact, the Senator is considering a unilateral U.S. requirement to implement the carriage requirements sooner.

Captain Whitehead stated that the Senator had also indicated at the Port Security Hearings in New Orleans that the time requirements were unacceptable and that there may be changes in the S1214 legislation he is sponsoring.

Captain Morris stated that this is a critical question that needs to be answered before purchasing units.  It needs to be determined if they will be shipboard or hand carried units.

Tim Leitzell gave his thanks to everyone involved in the ongoing project, especially Colin Weeks for his longstanding leadership on these issues.

ATON Knockdown Working Group

Kelly Teichman stated that the TWOA forms are still being turned in.

CDR Simons encouraged everyone to continue submitting the TWOA data capture forms and stressed the important role they play in determining the underlying issues of knockdowns.  He noted that there has been a slight decrease, down to 10.5% (in January 2002), in self-reporting.  He indicated that this is still significantly above the level that the group started at which was 1.58%, but shows a recent decline.  Much of the information is captured by the VTS, who also records environmental data and traffic conditions and the physical location of the aid.  Reminder letters are being sent out in certain cases where only limited vessels could have been the cause of the knockdown.  These letters relate some of the statutory requirements and obligations for reporting knockdowns. Hopefully port captains will use this letter to reinforce the issue to their workers.  

CDR Simons also stated that the Coast Guard Academy data analysis project is moving slower than anticipated and he hopes to have more for the May meeting.

Mooring Subcommittee Report

Bill Boehm stated that the Subcommittee is still trying to reduce the number of ships and barges getting pulled off the docks.  He says the Subcommittee is focusing on education and awareness.  The bad news is the overall number of incidents is up.  The good news is that the percentage that is blue water has dropped significantly.  The President of TWOA is one hundred per cent behind the committee.  Senior leadership from the Subcommittee will make a report at the March TWOA meeting.  The Subcommittee is also working on long-term solutions by using two engineering teams to analyze problem docks.

2002 Harbor Safety Conference
Tim Leitzell expressed his thanks to CDR Simons for all of his work on the conference.

CDR Simons provided two handouts for the conference.  The brochure for the conference is included as enclosure (6) and the postcard notification sheet is included as enclosure (7).  The conference is going to be held March third through fifth at the Moody Gardens Resort and Hotel in Galveston.  The first day will deal with port security issues and the relationship with navigation safety, the second day will cover technical developments and their influence on navigation, and the third day will cover marine transportation and harbor infrastructure issues.  Captain Cook is the Conference Host and the Committee Chairman is the Conference Chairman.  A few final speakers are still being arranged, but ADM Loy will be delivering the Keynote on Monday.

As requested by the Committee, CDR Simons provided background on the conference organizational effort.  Committee members served as a local working group to help develop a task list and select the Conference site.  There is a National Steering Committee for the agenda and he is working with individual session and panel organizers.  The agenda is pretty well firmed up, with only a few remaining speaking spots left to be filled.  New, updated information is published on a weekly basis on the National Harbor Safety Committee website.  There will also be several break-out sessions.  The Committee is looking for eight trained and/or experienced facilitators for these sessions as well as organizations to serve as activity sponsors.

For further information on the conference go to www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/harborsafety .  The brochure was mailed on Monday, February 4, 2002, but advance copies are available through the VTS.  

CDR Simons expressed his thanks to Chairman Leitzell, Captain Morris, Captain Godinich, Larry Miller, and Tricia Clark for their help.

Tim Leitzell spoke on activity sponsorship for the conference.  He stated that several companies at the last national conference subsidized or sponsored receptions.  He solicited for volunteers to touch-base with companies on the channel and possibly some of the oil companies.  He also asked for a few people to get together with him after the meeting to put together a list of prospective companies.

Texas City Container Terminal Update

Captain Godinich indicated that Alex Parkman, who was scheduled to speak on this topic, could not make it to the meeting because he was involved in a land-lease signing ceremony with the Texas General Land Office.

Bolivar Roads Anchorage Area

Captain Mike Morris aubmitted a proposal for a new anchorage.  The new proposed anchorage “C” borders the current anchorage “B”, and goes inbound to Lighted Buoy 18 and Bolivar Roads as the outer corners.  He expressed some concern because more and more terminals are not allowing ships to take on bunkers and stores some ships have to depart the port and go to the off-shore anchorage and then come back into port due to the high demand for anchorage space.  He also sees the new anchorage as the best wintertime anchorage.  A chartlet and proposal was provided to Committee members and is included as enclosure (8).  Proposed restrictions on the anchorage include a forty-eight hour time limit and a sixteen foot draft restriction.

Dan Buchsbaum inquired as to where the forty-eight hour time limit restriction comes from.

Captain Morris stated that it is from the Code of Federal Regulations and that a general summary could be found in the Coast Pilot.

A member of the audience asked if there was a preferred anchorage for security boardings.  Captain Cook replied that it will remain the outside/off-shore anchorage.

Captain Cook inquired about the concerns of two-way traffic converging on that point.  Captain Morris stated that the group working on the project did not want the anchorage to run further west as it would inhibit the Bolivar Roads Ferry.  He also stated that the next part of the process would be to present the proposal to the Eighth Coast Guard District, then publication in the Federal Register.

CDR Simons asked whether the proposed location of the anchorage would impact ship traffic in the adjacent waterway.  Captain Morris stated that ships do not go into that area to turn in the Houston Ship Channel.  Captain Godinich amplified that both the Houston Pilots Association and the Galveston/Texas City Pilots Association had discussed the matter and agreed that the proposed location would not impact ship traffic.

Captain Morris stated that the only federally maintained anchorage is anchorage “A”, and that proper maintenance of the anchorages was critical to their effectiveness.  Dalton Krueger stated that one way to have the anchorages federally maintained was to get Congress to give directed language to establish and maintain the anchorage.  This would require a post authorization notification report which would be attached it to the current Houston/Galveston Navigation Project.  A sponsor for the project would have to step forward and the environmental impact would have to be determined.  This would then have to be approved by the Corps of Engineers.  Mr. Krueger stated that the Dallas office can approve anything below $15 million, and anything over would have to be taken to the national level.

The question was asked if the proposed Bolivar Bridge was taken into account when deciding on a location for the anchorage.  Captain Morris replied he was not aware of a bridge proposal for the area.  Upon indication that the State has decided to go ahead with the bridge project, Captain Morris indicated that he would still like to see the anchorage established, even if it had to be disestablished several years down the road.

A vote was taken among the Committee members.  The result was to approve the recommendation.

Port Security Subcommittee Report

Tim Leitzell thanked everyone involved in the Subcommittee, especially Raymond Butler.  He says they got off to a disorganized start, but the Subcommittee is really making progress.

Raymond Butler stated that the Subcommittee is meeting monthly and the first official meeting was held on January 17, 2002.  He thanked LCDR Diane Hauser for all of her work.  The official charter for the Subcommittee has been completed.  The Subcommittee is comprised of 23 members of all areas and interests.  Meetings will be held at 09:30 AM on the last Thursday of every month.

The Subcommittee has two action items.  The first is to read up on the Open Meetings Act and requirements for publishing notices of meetings.  Deborah Richards is heading up the second item of looking at credential issues and gathering information from facilities regarding security.

Tricia Clark provided copies of the Coast Guard submission to the IMO.  This handout is included as enclosure (9). She noted that the document is also available for download on the docket management website (www.dms.dot.gov).

Recreational Boating Education Initiative
Tim Leitzell began by apologizing for not following the agenda and for originally skipping this item.

Ellyn Roof reported that the working group had a meeting in November to come up with a list of ideas to explore.  She also expressed her thanks to Mike Morris for his help with the group and the brochures they are creating.

Captain Morris stated that the Port of Houston Authority has agreed to fund $10,000 worth of the newly created boating safety brochures.  He passed around the draft of the brochure for committee members to view.  Ellyn Roof expressed her thanks to the Port of Houston Authority.  She stated that she was anxious to get the brochures out to the public.

Ellyn Roof introduced Dan Wyatt.  Mr. Wyatt stated that a public briefing was held on January 24, 2002, with over two hundred people in attendance.  Due to the strong response, the group is looking to hold another briefing in the late spring of 2002.

Ms. Roof noted that Mr. Wyatt has also been writing and submitting articles for “Telltale” and other boating magazines.  Articles have covered TWOA and HOGANSAC among other issues.  Ms. Roof reiterated the great turnout and response at the public briefing.  She also stated that Gene Schwantes has been getting articles published in local boating newspapers as well.  Ms. Roof provided copies of the minutes from the working group meeting.  These minutes are included as enclosure (10).  She also indicated that the group was proceeding with the boating safety brochure.

Ellyn Roof made the recommendation to the Committee to add a charter representative from the small-craft community.  Captain Cook stated that requires a legislative change proposal.  

Tim Lietzell stated that recreational boating has been on the back burner in the past, but he will ensure it remains at the forefront while he is there.  He thanked Ms. Roof for her help.

The Committee voted on and approved a recommendation to the Coast Guard to have one member of the Committee represent the small craft community.

Captain Cook also asked Ms. Roof if her working group could help the Coast Guard get word out about the newly created security zones.  Ms. Roof replied that she definitely would and she would try to get the information to the marinas.

Bridge Allision Working Group

CDR Simons listed representatives from the Port of Houston Authority, the Houston Pilots Association, industry, Texas Department of Transportation, and the Coast Guard as participants in the working group.  He stated that this group is trying to get a warning system for vessels whose airdraft exceeds the available vertical clearance of the I-610 bridge.  In the past there have been situations of both false positives and false negatives in airdraft calculations, resulting in bridge allisions and vessels having to go to anchor to re-calculate the airdraft.  Two different infrared systems have been identified.  The first system involves a pair of infrared sensors on both sides of the Highway 8 bridge.  If a vessel’s airdraft exceeds the height of the sensors and breaks the beam, the alarm is set off.  The second system uses a laser distance-measuring device underneath the centerline of the bridge to verify the height of the object underneath it.  The systems have drastically different cost and installation issues.  CDR Simons also indicated that there has been outstanding support from everyone, including the Eighth Coast Guard District on this project.  There have been offers of funding from a variety of sources, including Schroeder Marine, the Houston Pilots, the Houston Port Authority and brown water companies, including Buffalo Marine.  The Port of Houston has identified a source that will fund, on a reimbursable basis, up to seventy-five percent of the entire project.

CDR Simons stated that the working group met two weeks ago and has been working to solidify cost estimates and select a system.  The power source for this project is yet to be determined.  The next meeting for the working group is scheduled for 10:00 AM on March 19, 2002 at the Houston Pilots Offices.

NEW BUSINESS

State of the Waterway

LT Jeff Novak thanked the Committee for the opportunity to speak. A copy of the statistics presented on PowerPoint is included as enclosure (11).  The total number of vessel transits for 2001 was 233,967, a decrease of 1.5 percent from 2002.  These numbers are based on Vessel Traffic Service participants.  Tows make up the largest amount of the traffic, then tankers, freighters, and others.  There was a 13% increase in transits from 1999 to 2000, so the slight decrease from 2000 to 2001 shows the numbers “tailing off”.  He speculated that the change in numbers can be primarily attributed to three different areas: changes in the areas and facilities, the economic slowdown, and rising fuel costs.

In 2001, there were 196 reported incidents, which include collisions, allisions, groundings, and vessel casualties.  There were 56 specific unusual events that required Captain of the Port directives or VTS measures.  The major incidents for the year include the allision of the M/V LEON with the I-610 bridge, tropical storm Allison, and the collision between the M/V NEW AMITY and UTV CARSON and the resulting oil spill.  In the last 2 years, the number of groundings and allisions has decreased, while the number of vessel casualties has increased.

Major milestones for the year 2001 include the implementation of the new VHF-FM CH 5A VTS frequency, the Coast Guard Vessel Tracking System, and the second edition of the Facilities Information Guide.  Current projects include HOGANSAC and industry partnerships, port security, and improvement of the upper Houston Ship Channel communications abilities.  Projects on the horizon include the 2002 National Harbor Safety Committee Conference, a revised VTS User’s manual, and the VTS Change of Command.

Captain Godinich asked if there was a count of the safety zones for the year.  LT Novak replied that there were 17 or 18, a majority of which were moving safety zones.  This number does not include cruise ship movements.
Bayport Terminal Project

Charlie Jenkins stated that the last time he had given this brief it was a three hour long congressional briefing, but he would try to make his presentation as succinct as possible.  He also stated that he would return for updates at future meetings if it was appropriate.

The first question Mr. Jenkins answered was why a Bayport project?  He stated that Barbour’s Cut has been undergoing extreme growth and the Houston Port Authority owns approximately one thousand acres of land in the Bayport area.  The planned project will involve a full build-out of that land, which was depicted on a display provided by Mr. Jenkins. The project would include container and cruise facilities, truck and warehousing facilities.

There is a fairly large mitigation plan associated with construction of the facility.  About 25% of the land was dedicated for mitigation purposes and buffer zones.  A new plan for the berm is being presented to the Corps later in the week.  This plan reduces the berm by about 1000 feet, and significantly improves the mitigation purposes of noise, sound and wildlife habitat.  The Burm is 130 feet wide and 20 feet tall.  It has approximately 300 trees planted every 1000 feet and close to 500 shrubs every 1000 feet and has a herbaceous layer.  The Burm setback from Toddville Rd. is 600 feet and there is a buffer zone.

The mitigation of the project is continually changing.  As the agencies bring up new issues and impacts, his company works to address them.  This is a very far-ranging plan, reaching from shoreline erosions issues, to secondary land use impact, to funding commitments for infrastructure issues.  The project will add roads, overpasses, and flyovers to minimize congestion and impact on the existing infrastructure.

This is a phased development.  The first phase is called “1A”; the dock design is at 95% completion.  The container yards are at 50%.  The design for Phase “1A” will be finished in May.

The DEIS is out on the street and the close of the public comment period is March 13, 2002.  The Bayport Terminal is 35.5 miles from the sea buoy.  In the year 2010, the projected traffic is 261 transits per week.  At full build out in 2030, the projected traffic jumps to 393 per week. This is based on 3.3% compounded growth, which means the Houston Ship Channel grows from a recorded statistic of 123, 000 transits in 2000, to 320,000 transits by 2030.  This is a 165% increase.  An economist, John Martin, determined the growth curve.  The facility managers in Bayport believe they have existing capacity for a 20% increase in traffic.

The dredging plan has been submitted.  The channel depth is presented as 40 to 42 feet.  The project is being designed at 50 feet and the minimum design life for the project is 50 years.  

A question was raised concerning the predicted level of increase in traffic.  Tim Leitzell stated that the forcasted level of traffic growth was 20% to 50% nationwide over the next 20 years.

Swimmers Near Lynchburg

Captain Morris stated that when deep draft vessels go past the Lynchburg area, they create tremendous suction.  He is concerned about the safety of swimmers near the ferry landing, even when vessels go as slow as possible.  Over the years, there have even been a few deaths in the vicinity.  He also noted that Rebecca Caplan has assisted greatly by photographing the suction effects.  The group has also been trying to involve the county as well as the ferry service.

Ms. Caplan noted that the owner of the property has been identified but recently passed away.  The property is part of the estate which is currently in probate.  Ms. Caplan stated that there are several attorneys handling the property at this time.  The Coastal Waterways Authority is going to assist with the problem by putting up signs on their adjoining property.  The group hopes to get some of the lawyers involved to agree to put up a fence on the property.

Survey Data From the Corps of Engineers

Captain Morris stated that he met two days previous to the meeting to discuss funding for two new technicians to put the Corps of Engineers survey data on the web.  S-57 charts put out by NOAA are based on data that is maintained by the Corps of Engineers.  There are new technologies available and the Corps is moving in the direction that would allow easier access to their data.

Committee Administrative Matters

James Jackson asked that recommendations for the Committee to vote on be provided to the members two to three days in advance of the official meeting.  This would let members know ahead of time what they are voting on and would let them consider it more completely.  Tim Leitzell stated that the committee could do that.  He also noted that is one of the reasons there is an informal working meeting held a few weeks ahead of the official meeting.  He also asked Committee members to please forward recommendations and proposals to other members prior to the meeting.

A Hurricane Presentation will be made at the next meeting.

Captain Morris stated that he is currently working with NOAA to determine a location for a new PORTS meter in the vicinity of the entrance to Galveston Bay.

Captain Whitehead announced that the new Commandant of the Coast Guard will be ADM Tom Collins.  He is a former Captain of the Port and was the Vice-Commandant for the last two years.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the full Committee will be held at the Houston Yacht Club on Thursday, May 23, 2002.  The meeting will begin at 9:00 AM.  (Call (281)471-1255 for directions.)

The Committee's working groups meeting will be held at the Office of the Houston Pilots Association on Thursday, May 9, 2002.  The meeting will begin at 9:00 AM.  (Call 713-645-9620 for directions.)

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 11:42 PM.
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