GREAT LAKES PILOTAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

CHARTER

1.
AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE.  The Great Lakes Pilotage Advisory Committee is established in accordance with the provisions of the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 1998, Public of Law 105-383, Section 303.  The Committee shall advise, consult with, and make recommendations to the Secretary, through the Commandant of the Coast Guard, on matters pertaining to regulations and policies on the pilotage of vessels on the Great Lakes.  

2.
SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES.  The Great Lakes Pilotage Advisory Committee will provide a public forum which furnishes consultation and advice on a wide range of issues.  It will provide expertise on such matters as the rules and regulations that govern the registration of pilots, the operating requirements for U.S. registered pilots, pilot training policies, and the policies and regulations that establish rates, charges, and conditions for pilotage services.  There is no other committee nor any other government agency that can adequately perform the functions of this Committee.

3. DURATION.  The Committee will terminate on September 30, 2005, unless extended by Congress.

4. SPONSOR.  The Assistant Commandant for Marine Safety and Environmental Protection shall be the Sponsor of the Committee and the official to whom the Committee reports.

5. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.  The Special Assistant to the Director of Waterways Management is designated as the Executive Director of the Committee.  The Executive Director shall provide staff support as necessary.  The Committee shall not conduct any meeting unless the Committee Sponsor, Executive Director, or other authorized representative of the sponsor is in attendance. 

6. ESTIMATED ANNUAL COST.  It is estimated that the annual operating cost including travel for the Advisory Committee is $21,000 and less than one tenth (.1) person years of staff support to be provided by the Coast Guard.  Funds may be expended only by the authority of the Committee Sponsor.

7.
MEMBERSHIP.  The membership shall consist of seven (7) members appointed by the Secretary of Transportation upon recommendation by the Commandant.  Each member shall have particular expertise, knowledge, and experience regarding the regulations and policies on the pilotage of vessels on the Great Lakes, and at least five (5) years of practical experience in maritime operations.


(1)
The President of a pilots’ association within each of the three (3) Great Lakes pilotage districts, or the President’s representative.  The President or his designated representative will serve continually as a member for the duration of the President’s term as President of the pilots’ association.  


(2)
One member who represents the interest of vessel operators that contract for Great Lake pilotage service;


(3) 
One member who represents the interest of Great Lakes ports;


(4)
One member who represents the interests of shippers whose cargoes are transported through Great Lakes ports;

(5) One member with a background in finance or accounting, who—

(i) must have been recommended to the Secretary by a unanimous vote of the other members of the Committee, and

(ii) may be appointed without regard to the requirement that each member have five (5) years of  practical experience in maritime operations.

The terms of office for the initial appointments to the Committee, except for the three presidents of a pilots’ association, shall be staggered with two members serving 3-year terms and two members serving 2-year terms.  The terms of office for the three presidents of a pilots’ association shall run concurrently with their term as president of a pilots’ association. 

The St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation (SLSDC) and the Maritime Administration (MARAD) are both authorized and encouraged to designate a representative to participate as an observer on the Committee.

To ensure that the recommendations of the Committee have taken into account the needs of diverse groups served by the Department, membership shall include, to the extent practicable, individuals and/or organizations to represent minorities, women and persons with disabilities.

8. COMPENSATION FOR MEMBERS.  All public members shall serve voluntarily without compensation but shall be reimbursed for travel and per diem.

9.
OFFICERS.  The Committee shall elect one member of the Committee as the Chairperson and one member as the Vice Chairperson.  The Chairperson and Vice Chairperson shall serve for a period of two years.  The Chairperson shall conduct meetings in general accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order but may deviate from such rules when necessary or desirable to more efficiently or effectively conduct the meeting. The Vice Chairperson shall act as Chairperson in the absence of or incapacity of, or in the event of a vacancy in the Office of the Chairperson.

10.
SUBCOMMITTEES.   The Chairperson is authorized to establish temporary subcommittees to perform specific assignments with the approval of the Executive Director.  The Chairperson may designate members from the Committee or the public to serve on subcommittees.  Each subcommittee Chairperson shall be a Committee member.

11.
MEETINGS.  The Committee shall meet at the call of the Sponsor, but in any event not less than once during each calendar year.  Notice of each meeting shall be published in the Federal Register in accordance with the current directives, and each meeting shall be held at a reasonable time and place accessible to the public in an adequate room.  All meetings shall be open to the public who shall be permitted to attend, appear before, or file statements with the Committee.

The Executive Director shall approve the calling of all meetings, approve the agenda, and may adjourn any meeting whenever he or she determines adjournment to be in the public interest.  No meeting may be held unless a quorum is present.  A quorum shall be at least all but one of the members then serving on the committee.  Any recommendation to the Secretary, through the Commandant, must be approved by at least all but one of the members then serving on the Committee.  Each Committee member present at a meeting shall have one vote in any matter to be considered by the Committee.  Voting in absentia or by proxy will not be permitted.

Meetings between members of the Committee or a subcommittee convened solely to gather information, conduct research, or analyze relevant issues and facts for the Committee or subcommittee or to draft proposed position papers for deliberation by the Committee or subcommittee are not covered by the requirements of Federal Advisory Committee Act and may only be videotaped or recorded by the Committee Sponsor, Executive Director, or their designee.

The Executive Director shall forward summarized minutes to the Chairperson for review and certification.  Subsequently, the Committee Sponsor will be furnished with the minutes of the meeting. 

12.
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION.  Subject to Section 552 of Title 5, United States Code, the records, reports, transcripts, minutes, appendices, working papers, drafts, studies, agenda, and other documents which were made available to or prepared for or by the Committee shall be made available for the public inspection and copying at the office of the Executive Director, located at U. S. Coast Guard Headquarters, 2100 2nd Street SW, Washington D.C. 20593-0001, during normal working hours.

13. 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF CHARTER.   April 4, 2002, is the effective date of the charter.  The charter shall expire two years from this filing date.

