The U.S. Coast Guard is seeking applications and résumés for appointment to membership on the Merchant Marine Personnel Advisory Committee (MERPAC).   MERPAC is a 19-member Federal Advisory Committee that advises the Secretary of Homeland Security, through the Commandant of the Coast Guard, on matters related to the training, qualification, licensing, certification and fitness of seamen serving in the U.S. merchant marine.  The Committee usually meets twice a year, once at or near U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters, Washington, DC, in the fall and once at a location away from Washington, DC in the spring.  Special meetings or subcommittee meetings are sometimes held to consider specific problems as required. 
The Coast Guard will consider applications for 7 positions that expire or become vacant on January 31, 2004.  Applicants are being sought for the following positions: Licensed deck officer; Marine educator; Licensed engineering officer; Member of the public; Unlicensed member of the engine department; and two marine educators affiliated with state maritime academies.  To ensure that you are fairly considered, it is important that you include a résumé with your application.

Each member serves for a term of three years, and no member shall hold more than two consecutive three-year terms.
MERPAC members are not compensated for their services but, upon their request, will be reimbursed for travel expenses, subsistence, and accommodations as allowed by current regulations.  

Applicants may be required to complete an Executive Branch Confidential Financial Disclosure Report (SF 450).
To achieve a balance of membership, the Coast Guard is especially interested in receiving applications from qualified women and minorities. 

A copy of the Federal Register Notice requesting applications may be viewed at 
http://dmses.dot.gov/docimages/pdf86/245310_web.pdf.

A copy of the application form can be downloaded and printed from the Coast Guard’s Advisory Committee web page at: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/advisory/index.htm, or may be obtained by writing:
Commandant (G-MSO-1)
U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters, 
Room 1210 
2100 Second Street S.W.
Washington, DC 20593-0001
Attn:  Mark Gould;
by calling (202) 267-6890; or by faxing a request to (202) 267-4570. 
Completed applications and résumés should be submitted to the Coast Guard by August 30, 2003. Faxed copies must be supplemented by the original signed application and résumé.
For further information, please call or write to Mr. Gould (Assistant Executive Director) at the phone or address above.
