
     Section 825.20 (e) provides as follows:1

  "§825.20 Briefs in support of appeal.
* * * *

(e) If a party who has filed a notice of appeal does not
perfect the appeal by the timely filing of an appeal
brief, the Board may dismiss the appeal on its own
initiative or on motion of the Coast Guard."

     An additional 20 days was requested by counsel for2

appellant by letter dated August 5 for filing an appeal brief,
but no brief was subsequently tendered.  Appellant's counsel in
the same letter withdrew as attorney of record in the proceeding,
but volunteered the guess that appellant might want the Board to
consider his brief to the Commandant as his brief to the Board. 
Appellant did not express in the ensuing five months such a
desire to the Board.
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ORDER DISMISSING APPEAL

The Commandant has moved to dismiss the appeal filed in this
proceeding on the ground that the appellant failed to perfect his
appeal by the timely filing of an appeal brief, as required by
section 825.20(e) of the Board's Rules of Procedure for Merchant
Marine Appeals.   See 49 CFR Part 825.  The motion asserts in this1

connection that appellant's brief was due for filing on August 5,
1987, or within 20 days after the notice of appeal was filed on
July 16.  See Section 825.20(a).  No answer to the motion has been2

received.
 



     The appeal was taken from a decision of the Vice Commandant3

affirming the revocation of appellant's seaman document on
charges of Misconduct and Use of Narcotics.
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As it appears that appellant's appeal is subject to dismissal
under the Board's rules and that no reason exists for not granting
the Commandant's motion, the appeal will be dismissed.3

ACCORDINGLY, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

The appeal in Docket ME-128 is dismissed.

   BURNETT, Chairman, LAUBER, NALL and KOLSTAD, Members of  
   the Board, concurred in the above order.


