NTSB Order No.
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UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
NATI ONAL TRANSPORTATI ON SAFETY BQARD
WASHI NGTON, D. C.
Adopt ed by the NATI ONAL TRANSPORTATI ON SAFETY BQOARD
at its office in Washington, D. C
on the 3rd day of August 1979.
ONEN W SI LER, Commandant, ! UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD,
VS.
WLLIAM M TAYLOR, Appellant.
Docket ME-68

CPI Nl ON AND ORDER

This is a conpanion case to Conmmandant v. Wods (Docket
ME-69), adopted today. There, the Board affirmed a 9-nonth
suspension of the appellant's license to serve as a pilot of
vessels for negligent pilotage of the SS KEYTRADER on January 18,
1974, which contributed to the vessel's collision wth the SS BAUNE
in the M ssissippi River. The appellant in this case was the
master of the KEYTRADER Hi s case was heard jointly with that of
the pilots of KEYTRADER and BAUNE before Adm nistrative Law Judge
Dee C. Bl ythe. Separate initial decisions were issued in each
case. In the case of the appellant, the l|law judge inposed a
3-nmont h suspension of his master's |icense (No. 385141), which was
affirnmed by the Commandant. ?

In his brief on appeal, appellant nmakes the sane contentions
that were raised and di sposed of in the Wods case, supra. There,
we held that negligence of the KEYTRADER s pilot was the primary

factor contributing to t he collision in forcing a
starboard-to-starboard passage with the BAUNE when the vessels were
on intersecting courses. The record also establishes that

appellant realized that it would be "a very close passing" (Tr

817) but failed to do "anything which could be considered as
superseding the pilot..." (I.D. 33). It is well settled that the
master is "bound to interfere and to warn, or, if necessary, to

Admral J. B. Hayes is now serving as Commandant, succeedi ng
Admral Siler.

2Copi es of the decisions of the Commandant (in Wods and
Taylor) and the law judge (in Taylor) are attached.



supersede the pilot" who is risking collision by his conduct of the

vessel's navigation.? Here, the nmaster waited until the | ast
nmoment before asserting his authority over the pilot, and thus
shares the latter's responsibility for the consequences. W see no
reason to nodify the sanction.

ACCCRDI N&Y, |IT IS ORDERED THAT:

1. The instant appeal be and it hereby is denied; and

2. The orders of the Commandant and the | aw judge suspendi ng
appellant's license for 3 nonths be and they hereby are
af firnmed.

KI NG, Chairman, MADAMS and GOLDMVAN, Menbers of the Board,
concurred in the above opinion and order. DRI VER, Vice
Chai rman, and BURSLEY, Menber, did not participate.

SGiffin on Collision 8190.
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