In the Matter of Merchant Mariner's Docunent No. Z-109454-D1 and
all other Seaman Docunents
| ssued to: Kaare Larsen

DECI SI ON OF THE COVIVANDANT
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD

1417
Kaare Larsen

Thi s appeal has been taken in accordance with Title 46 United
States Code 239(g) and Title 46 Code of Federal Regulations
137. 30- 1.

By order dated 10 June 1963, an Exam ner of the United States
Coast Quard at New Ol eans, Louisiana suspended Appellant's seanman
docunents for six nonths outright plus six nonths on twel ve nonths
probation upon finding him guilty of m sconduct . The
specifications found proved allege that while serving as an oiler
on board the United States SS STELLA LYKES under authority of the
docunent above described, on 24 April 1963, Appellant failed to
perform his duties due to intoxication; on 10 May 1963, he was
absent from his vessel wthout perm ssion; and on 11 My 1963
Appellant failed to join his vessel. Al three offenses occurred
in a foreign port.

At the hearing, Appellant elected to act as his own counsel.
Since Appellant entered a plea of guilty to the charge and each
specification, no evidence was introduced by the Investigating
Oficer.

OPI NI ON

The present order of suspension includes a six nonths
suspension in June 1962 which was placed on twelve nonths
probation for an earlier offense of failure to join. Appellant was
al so found guilty of this offense in 1958 and 1961

The only ground for appeal is the claim that Appellant's
failure to performduties properly in the past few years has been
due to an "enotional slunp.”

In view of Appellant's prior record of simlar offenses, his
expl anation does not nmake it advisable to nodify the Exam ner's
order.

ORDER



The order of the Exam ner dated at New Ol eans, Loui siana, on
10 June 1963, i s AFFI RVED

E.J. Rol and
Admral, United States Coast CGuard
Conmmandant

Si gned at Washington, D.C., this 19th day of Septenber 1963.



