In the Matter of Merchant Mariner's Docunent No. Z-472933-D1 and
all other Seaman Docunents
| ssued to: JOHN E. LEWS

DECI SI ON OF THE COVIVANDANT
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD

1302
JOHN E. LEWS

Thi s appeal has been taken in accordance with Title 46 United
States Code 239(b) and Title 46 Code of Federal Regulations
137.11-1.

By order dated 31 July 1961, an Exam ner of the United States
Coast CGuard at New Ol eans, Louisiana revoked Appellant's seanman
docunents upon finding himguilty of the charge "conviction for a
narcotic drug law violation". The specification found proved
al l eges that, on 7 Decenber 1960, Appellant was convicted, on his
plea of guilty, by the United States District Court, Brownsville,
Texas, a court of record, for violation of a narcotic drug |aw of
the United States pertaining to marijuana.

At the hearing, Appellant was represented by counsel. Since
Appel  ant entered a plea of guilty to the charge and specificati on,
no evi dence was introduced by the Investigating Oficer.

Appel |l ant stated under oath that when he was returning from
Mexi co, CQustons Oficials found a sack of marijuana which had been
pl anted under the hood of his car; Appellant pleaded guilty before
the court on advice of his I awer and was placed on probation.

On appeal, Appellant states that he has no other |ivelihood
and would not have pleaded guilty in court if he had known his
seaman docunent was at stake.

OPI NI ON

Since an order of revocation is required after proof of a
narcotics conviction, Appellant's only recourse is to the court to
have his conviction vacated. Oherw se, the order of revocation
must remain in affect regardl ess of the circunmstances under which
Appel | ant was convicted by the court.

ORDER

The order of the Exam ner dated at New Ol eans, Loui siana, on



31 July 1961, is AFFI RVED
A. C. Rl CHVOND
Admral, United States Coast CGuard
Conmmandant

Si gned at Washington, D. C, this 25th day of April 1962.



