Coast Guard Headquarters Catholic Activities for December 2004:

1. December Calendar - The month of December is dedicated to the Immaculate Conception, which is celebrated on December 8. The first 24 days of December fall during the liturgical season known as Advent and is represented by the liturgical color purple. The remaining days of December mark the beginning of the Christmas season. The liturgical color changes to white or gold — a symbol of joy, purity and innocence.

	Date
	 Day
	 Event
	 Location
	 Time
	 Description

	02 Dec
	 Thu
	 Mass
	 Chapel
	 1210
	 Thursday of the First Week of Advent

	06 Dec
	 Mon
	 Rosary
	 Chapel
	 1210
	 Joyful Mysteries; St. Nicholas, bishop

	07 Dec
	 Tue
	 Mass
	 Chapel
	 1210
	 St. Ambrose, bishop, doctor of the Church

	08 Dec
	 Wed
	 Mass
	 Chapel
	 1210
	 Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Holy Day of Obligation

	09 Dec
	 Thu
	 No Mass
	 N/A
	 N/A
	 Regularly scheduled Mass moved to Wednesday for Feast of the Immaculate Conception Holy Day of Obligation 

	13 Dec
	 Mon
	 Rosary
	 Chapel
	 1210
	 Luminous Mysteries; St. Lucy, virgin, martyr

	14 Dec
	 Tue
	 Mass
	 Chapel
	 1210
	 St. John of the Cross, priest, doctor of the Church

	16 Dec
	 Thu
	 Mass
	 Chapel
	 1210
	 Thursday of the Third Week of Advent

	20 Dec
	 Mon
	 Rosary
	 Chapel
	 1210
	 Sorrowful Mysteries

	21 Dec
	 Tue
	 Mass
	 Chapel
	 1210
	 St. Peter Canisius, priest, doctor of the Church (Optional Memorial)

	23 Dec
	 Thu
	 Mass
	 Chapel
	 1210
	 St. John of Kanty, priest

	25 Dec
	 Sat
	 Mass
	 N/A
	 N/A
	 The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) (Holy Day of Obligation)

	27 Dec
	 Mon
	 Rosary
	 Chapel
	 1210
	 Glorious Mysteries; St. John, apostle, evangelist

	28 Dec
	 Tue
	 Mass
	 Chapel
	 1210
	 The Holy Innocents, martyrs

	30 Dec
	 Thu
	 Mass
	 Chapel
	 1210
	 Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas


2.  Happy Catholic New Year! -  Last Sunday (Nov 28th) was the First Sunday of Advent.  This marks the first week of the new liturgical year 2005.  In the Church's infinite wisdom, we begin each year with the preparation for and the birth of Christ and end with the Solemnity of Christ the King.

3.  Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception Pilgrimage -  Pictures of our recent pilgrimage can be found here.

4.  Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary - The Noon Mass for the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception on December 8th, 2004, will be nationally televised on EWTN from the National Shrine.  It is also the last day for the plenary indulgence for making a pilgrimage to the National Shrine during the year of the 150th anniversary of the declaration of the Immaculate Conception as dogma.

We will also be having Mass at CGHQ for this Holy Day of Obligation in the Chapel.  As space will be very tight in the Chapel, an alternative is to take the 1145 shuttle bus to Nassif and attend the 1210 Mass at St. Dominic's (across the street from the Nassif building).
5.  No Mass at CGHQ on Thursday 09 Dec -  Due to the Holy Day of Obligation on Wednesday 08 Dec, Masses will be held that week on 07 & 08 Dec (Tues & Wed).

6. CGHQ Catholic E-mail List - If you would like to subscribe to the CGHQ Catholic Community e-mail list to receive notices of Catholic activities at HQ, e-mail LCDR Joseph Healy and request to be added to the list.

7. CGHQ Catholic Web Resources Page
