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The Holiday Season approached very
quickly this year. This quarter proved to be busy
as well. I am not sure where our “down” season
went, but it completely escaped us! We continue
to make strides in preparing for Inauguration in
January. The Presidential Inaugural Committee
and the Honor Guard are working closely together
to ensure all 560 Coast Guard personnel are ready
to execute this high-profile mission. More on that
later.

Following is just a small list of some of
the larger missions we have taken part in this
quarter:

e Deployment of a 4-man Color Guard and the
Silent Drill Team to support the Veteran’ Day
Parade in New York City, NY. The Coast
Guard was the honored service this year.

e A 4-man Color Guard and Cordon participated
in the CCG Wreath-Laying ceremony at the
CG Memorial at Arlington National Ceme-
tery.

e Deployment of a Casket Team and Firing
Party to support the active duty away funeral
of MK2 Ryan Spangenberg in North Carolina
and a Firing Party to support the funeral of

Several full honors arrivals and
cordons at the White House
and Pentagon, as well as
wreath-laying ceremonies and
parades. Some of the countries
honored included—Prime
Minister of Bulgaria; Chair-
men of Defense of Indonesia
and Korea; the Vice Chairman
of Defense of New Zealand,;
and the Ministers of Defense
of Croatia, Austria, Czechoslo-
vakia, Kazakhstan, Israel, Ser-
bia, and Norway.

Decorations CG Reservist Deputy Scott Ward in Alabama. HGCC Continued on page 2
- Rope!
SN Vicario
SN Yeager
Congratulations to the following SN Schick
members for earning their ropes and SN Wade
SN Pearsall

badges this quarter:
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Firing Party HG CC Corner cont.

¢ Commissioning of the CGC FLORES in Tampa, FL.

SN Berrios e A 4-man Color Guard and Silent Drill Team performed for the Com-
SN Button mandant’s Ball at the Mark Center Hilton in Alexandria, VA.
SN Klebart e Joint Service Veteran’s Day Parade in Washington, DC and Veteran’s
SN Davis Day wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
e A multitude of Special Full, Full, Standard, and Dependent funerals at
SN Muller Arlington National Cemetery.
SN Vicario e Deployment of several Honor Guard members to PSU 305 for training
in preparation of Inauguration.
Colors : : .
S As always, without fail, we stand the watch. Please continue to
keep our Honor Guard men and women in your thoughts and prayers
SN Klebart during this holiday season. We have granted leave as widely as possi-
SN Stickney ble, so members may celebrate this special time with family and
SN Dicrisco friends—they earned it! Till next year . . .

USCG Ceremonial Honor Guard

37th Marine Corps Marathon

On October 28th, the 37th annual Marine Corps Marathon was held in the D.C. Metropolitan area. For
the second consecutive year, LTJG Patrick Fernandez, our Operations Officer, represented the Coast Guard in
the marathon and finished in outstanding time. Last year, Mr. Fernandez finished with a time of 2:26:37, this
year—due to hard work and determination, Mr. Fernandez finished in 2:25:29, claiming third out of military
competitors and sixth overall. This year’s marathon was one of the biggest in history with 23,515 finishing run-
ners, featuring all 50 states and 54 different countries. Bravo Zulu to Mr. Fernandez not only for his achieve-
ment but for his representation of the Coast Guard.
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A memorial service was held before 1,000 people on December
11th at SECTOR LA/LB. The Ceremonial Honor Guard rendered mili-
tary honors through a three round volley for BMCS Horne after his life
was tragically taken during a law enforcement operation. BMCS was
struck by a pagna-style vessel that seemed to be conducting suspicious
activity. As CGC HALIBUT’s small boat approached, the pagna-style
vessel proceeded to redirect on a collision course with the small boat.
BMCS Horne was thrown from the boat along with another shipmate
upon impact. He sustained substantial trauma and was pronounced dead

by medical service units.
BMCS Horne faithfully
and avidly served the
USCG for 14 years. He
will be missed by many
and it was a true honor
and privilege to be a part
of the memorial service
for our Shipmate.

Deputy Scott Ward

The Ceremonial Honor Guard recently traveled to Mo-
bile, Alabama for the funeral of Deputy Scott Ward. There
were flashing lights as far as the eye could see as he was
brought from the chapel to his final resting place. Deputy Scott
Ward was laid to rest on Tuesday, November 27th. after 15
years with the Baldwin County Sheriff’s Office. He was also a
Reservist in the United States Coast Guard. Deputy Ward and
two fellow deputies responded to a domestic disturbance call
involving an emotionally disturbed individual. While the sub-
ject was being talked to on the front porch the subject presented
a firearm and fired at the deputies. The subject was killed upon

the deputies returning
fire. Deputy Scott ]
Ward succumbed to his S
injuries and was pro-
nounced dead on Friday,
November 23rd at the
age of 47. He had re-
cently returned from a
deployment at GITMO.
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Important note from EPME site.
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Members must complete the E-PME course and performance requirements
before advancement to E-4. It is HIGHLY recommended that all members
awaiting “A” School strive to have all E-PME AQE and performance re-
quirements met before attending training. “A” School courses are inten-
sive training and there is no time allotted for E-PME completion. Class
“A” school students who have completed the rating portion of the course of
instruction, but have not completed the E-PME AQE will not be advanced
until the E-PME AQE and performance requirements are satisfied. For
anything else E-PME related, please see me.

For those interested in staying up-to-date with the Coast Guard ratings, you
can view the Rating Force Notes here: https://collab.uscg.mil/lotus/
myquickr/rating-force-master-chiefs/welcome

Very Respectfully,

See LTJG Gardner once your sign-offs are completed and you would like LTIG C'hr'istopher Gardner
to schedule your EPME test. A qualifying score on the EPME is an 80% or ~ HG Training Officer
higher. In the event you don't pass the first time, you must wait a period of ~ TISCOM ESO

21 days before you can take it again.

2012 Flag Football

The US Coast Guard took victory over the Army Geospatial Intelligence Battalion on October
17th with a final score of 22-14. The Coast Guard’s offence held a very strategic passing game, which
allowed the Coast Guard to become victorious for the final game. There were many key components
that went into winning the game, but a major highlight was an interception by SN Bolton Bethea. The
interception was run back for a touchdown in the final moments of the game, and was a primary factor
in the final Victory. The Army GEO played a great game with many mid-range passes, reverse plays
in the back field, and a defense that forced the Coast Guard to work for every yard gained. Overall, the
Coast Guard had a great season and was able to bring home a 1st place trophy to show for it.
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Mount Eagle Elementary Winter Concert

On Wednesday, December 19th, Mount Eagle Elementary School performed their annual Winter Concert in
the TISCOM Dirill Facility. The strings orchestra, led by Strings Director Mary Huber, performed 5 songs (My
Dreydl, Winter Wonderland, Ode to Joy, Nutcracker March, and Jingle Bells). The Advanced band, led by
Band Director Michael Bandy, performed 5 songs (Jolly Old St. Nicholas, Crusader’s March, Mexican Moun-

tain Song, My Dreydl, and Jingle Bells). The finale
of the concert was done by the Mount Eagle Cho-
rus, led by Choral Director Anna Trettin. They
performed 4 numbers (Season of Wonder, Season
of light, Bring on the Snow!, Feliz Navidad, and
Go Tell It on the Mountain). All of TISCOM was
able to take a break from their day and enjoy the
beautiful music of the 5th and 6th grade Mount
Eagle Elementary. Thanks to the children and the
directors for spreading holiday cheer amongst all at
Coast Guard TISCOM.
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For the majority of this past year, SN Christo-
pher Linton of the U.S. Coast Guard Ceremonial Honor
Guard has been representing the Coast Guard across the
United States and Europe playing basketball. SN Lin-
ton not only played for the Navy team this season, but
the USA team as well. While playing for Navy, he
played in the Armed Forces Tournament at Lackland
Air Force Base in San Antonio, TX where they won 4th
place. While playing for the United States team they
were in Germany for training camp, then traveled to
Belgium for the Shape International Basketball Tourna-
ment where they won 2nd place overall. Bravo Zulu to
SN Linton for his outstanding achievements and repre-
sentation of the United States Coast Guard around the
world.
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Holiday Door Contest!

Every year at Christmas time the Honor Guard competes in a door decorating competition. Last
year the winners were the Armory and their cotton ball snowman door. This year operations won by a
landslide with an incredible door. Overall it was a very close competition as it is every year. Congratula-

tions OPS! All hands participated and enjoyed the few hours of creativity.

Winner—Most Creative
Drill Team Gear Room

Winner—Holiday Spirit
SN Mockler’s Room

Winner—OQOverall
Honor Guard Operations
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