
• Myriad of full honors arrivals 
and cordons at the White House 
and Pentagon, as well as wreath-
laying ceremonies and parades.  
Some of the countries honored 
included—Chairmen of Defense 
of Russia, Norway, Japan, and 
Montenegro and the Ministers of 
Defense of the United Kingdom, 
Spain, Poland, Japan, South Af-
rica, and Hungary. 

• Joint Service July 4th Parade in 
Washington, DC and POW/MIA 
Remembrance Day. 

HG CC Continued on page 2 

Rope! 

Congratulations to the following 
members for earning their ropes and 

badges this quarter:  
 

The Seamen and Staff of the Honor Guard 
never cease to amaze me!  This quarter covers our 
summer season and let me tell you, I believe this has 
been the busiest summer the Honor Guard has ever 
seen, with close to 275 missions.  We have also seen 
a large influx of trainees as we plus-up for Inaugura-
tion in January 2013.  During several periods, we 
have had 12-15 trainees in training at one time.  Sim-
ply incredible. 

The Honor Guard is incredibly resilient—
you should be very proud of them.  Following is just 
a small list of some of the larger missions we have 
taken part in this quarter: 

• Deployment of a 4-man Color Guard and 
Platoon to assist in the establishment of New-
buryport, MA as a Coast Guard City. 

• Deployment of the Silent Drill Team and 
1812 Period Color Guard to many major East 
Coast ports and District 9 ports in support of 
the commemoration of the War of 1812. 

• Deployment of Standard Honors packages 
(Casket Team and Firing Party) to support 
the active duty away funerals of IS3 Matthew 
Dewitt in Michigan and LT Katherine Ryan 
in Hawaii as well as a memorial service at 
Elizabeth City in honor of crew members lost 
in CGR-6535. 
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Qualifications 
Firing Party 

 
SN Tally 
SN Flynn 
SN Wright 
SN Rowan 
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SN Pezzuti 

 
Colors 

 
SN Button 
SN Chandrasena 

 
• A multitude of Special Full, Full, Standard, and Dependent funerals at 

Arlington National Cemetery. 
• Commissioning of the CGC ETHERIDGE in Port Everglades, FL. 
• Deployment of the Silent Drill Team to Grand Haven, MI to celebrate 

the Coast Guard Festival there as well as the Illinois State Fair. 
• Deployment of several Honor Guard training teams to various units 

throughout the country to assist local unit Color Guards execute 2-
person flag folds, funeral honors, and colors. 

• Deployment of a 4-person Color Guard to for the Joshua James An-
cient Keeper Change of Watch and STATION Castle Hill Change of 
Command. 
 
We continue to stand the watch “honoring our profession,” 

“respecting our shipmates,” and “strengthening our partnerships.”  
Please continue to keep these highly polished men and women in your 
thoughts and prayers.  

POST 

HG CC Corner cont. 

J. M. Himsey, LT 
Honor Guard Company Commander 

USCG Ceremonial Honor Guard 

Inauguration 

In preparation for the 57th Presidential Inauguration in January of 2013, the Ceremonial Honor 
Guard has been working around the clock to ensure hundreds of personnel arriving from all 
corners of the US have proper berthing arrangements, uniform items, and training. The Honor 
Guard will be sending personnel to various locations to train Port Security Unit 305, Cape May 
recruits, Coast Guard Academy cadets, and 
other marching elements how to properly 
march in the Honor Guard fashion for this his-
toric day. The Coast Guard is expecting to 
provide over 550 members for the inaugura-
tion to participate in the parade and other cere-
monial positions throughout the Washington 
D.C. area. 
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The Ceremonial Honor Guard traveled to the National Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific in Honolulu, Hawaii in September to lay a shipmate to rest. LT Catherine 
Lori Johann Ryan passed away on 22 September 2012 in Hawaii after battling 
cancer. A graduate of the Coast Guard Academy, LT Ryan was an avid athlete 
who achieved high honors and even competed in the All-Armed Forces team 
where she traveled the world competing in many high profile tournaments. In 
2005 she earned the award of Coast Guard elite female athlete of the year. As an 
officer, she served as a deck watch officer on the USCGC RUSH and later at-
tended flight school. Upon graduating flight school, she began flying HH-65Cs in 
Air Station Barbers Point in Hawaii. This remarkable pilot, athlete, and shipmate 
was laid to rest on September 29th. Fair winds and following seas, shipmate. 

LT Catherine Ryan 

USCGC Etheridge 
“In Behalf of Humanity” is the guiding motto for the Coast Guard’s newest Fast Response Cutter (FRC). 
Richard Etheridge will always be remembered for his selfless service to others, and the pursuit of equal-
ity and freedom when he took a stand against the mistreatment of freed blacks in 1865. Because of Mr. 
Etheridge’s determination to help others, the Coast Guard saw fitting to remember him by commission-
ing a cutter in his name. The CGC Etheridge is a Sentinel-Class cutter that will be providing both a hu-
manitarian and law enforcement mission in the Caribbean Sea. 
 
The Ceremonial Honor Guard was sent to Port Everglades in August to assist in the commissioning of 
the Coast Guard’s second FRC. The Honor Guard provided a 4-man colors team to perform colors at the 
event. It was a high profile event which included the attendance of the Commandant, Admiral Papp, as 
well as other local officials and crew of the cutter. 



  

Very Respectfully, 
LTJG Christopher Gardner 
HG Training Officer/TISCOM ESO 

ESO’s Corner 
Important note from EPME site. 
 
Members must complete the E-PME course and performance requirements 
before advancement to E-4.  It is HIGHLY recommended that all members 
awaiting “A” School strive to have all E-PME AQE and performance re-
quirements met before attending training.  “A” School courses are inten-
sive training and there is no time allotted for E-PME completion.  Class 
“A” school students who have completed the rating portion of the course of 
instruction, but have not completed the E-PME AQE will not be advanced 
until the E-PME AQE and performance requirements are satisfied. For 
anything else E-PME related, please see me. 
 
For those interested in staying up-to-date with the Coast Guard ratings, you 
can view the Rating Force Notes here: https://collab.uscg.mil/lotus/
myquickr/rating-force-master-chiefs/welcome 
 
See LTJG Gardner once your sign-offs are completed and you would like 
to schedule your EPME test. A qualifying score on the EPME is an 80% or 
higher. In the event you don't pass the first time, you must wait a period of 
21 days before you can take it again. 
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Officer Candidate Selection Information 

For those wishing to submit a Officer Candidate School package, please note the following. All pack-
ages are due to the ESO/Recruiting office no later than February 11, 2012. I encourage all of you sub-
mit these packages as soon as possible to ensure they are in order and do not need corrections. I recom-
mend that you all base your narratives and packages off the Commandant’s Guidance to Officer Selec-
tion Boards for PY13, as well as his guiding principles for the Coast Guard. These documents will help 
you understand what the Coast Guard is looking for when selecting people to earn their commission. 
These documents can be found here: 
 
Commandant’s Message including his Guiding Principles: 
http://www.uscg.mil/seniorleadership/SPEECHES/Surface_Navy_Association_Final.pdf 
 
PY13 Commandant’s Guidance to Officer Selection Boards and Panels: 
http://www.uscg.mil/opm/opm1/opm-1boards.asp 
 
To guide you in the process of creating your OCS Package, please reference this Power Point as it will 
provide you with a step-by-step guide in creating the right package: 
https://cgportal2.uscg.mil/units/cgrc/Officer%20Programs/Officer%20‐%
20Packages%20Training%20101%20(21SEP2012).ppt 

 
Good luck, and please remember that I am here to help you in the process of applying for OCS. 

https://collab.uscg.mil/lotus/myquickr/rating-force-master-chiefs/welcome�
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  In following with the Ceremonial Honor Guard’s mission of representing the Coast 
Guard and its mission, the Honor Guard spent a year promoting the bicentennial event of 
the War of 1812. While honoring those who fought in the War of 1812, the Honor Guard 
traveled across the United States for 12 months performing before over 100,000 people. 
The goal of the Honor Guard was to promote public awareness of the Coast Guard during 
the War of 1812, and showing the missions of 1812 that compare to the modern missions of 
the Coast Guard in today’s world. 
 
  The War of 1812 commemoration consisted of Honor Guard members dressing in 
1812 period clothing while holding historically accurate rifles and colors. The War of 1812 
events did not just consist of the period clothing members, but also the Ceremonial Honor 
Guard’s elite Silent Drill Team, headed by DC1 Andrew Hammersmith. PO Hammersmith 
tackled the multifaceted jobs that consisted of administrative work for over 235 travel or‐
ders and the task of ensuring all 26 Drill Team and Honor Guard members were taken care 
of while traveling to the various locations.  
   
  At these locations, PO Hammersmith served as the Drill Team NCO by calling the 
movements and being center stage to the performance. “I found that it was a honor to travel 
around the United States with the Drill Team and 1812 period team representing the Coast 
Guard and the nation in such a high profile event. It was a great experience working with 
many great people, and it is something I would do all over again if given the opportunity, 
“stated DC1 at the conclusion of the bicentennial events. 
 
  These high profile missions took the 1812 period colors members and the Drill Team 
to over 12 US ports across the United States to such places as Chicago, New York City, New‐
beryport, and many other locations. 

Honor Guard 1812 Period Colors and Drill Team Tour 
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The Coast Guard Ceremonial Honor Guard represents the 
United States Coast Guard and the Military District of       

Washington through ceremonial operations held before         
world leaders and foreign dignitaries. Ceremonies include Joint 
Service parades, cordons, Colors events, and White House arri-
vals as well as Coast Guard-specific retirements, funerals, and 

other special events. The Honor Guard performs over 1,000 
ceremonies annually and is comprised of 72 members. 
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