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P-ROCE-EDI-NGS
6:00 p. m

MR. GARNEAU:. Good eveni ng, everybody.
Thank you all for comng out. On behalf of the
United States Coast Guard | would like to wel cone
you all to this public neeting to receive
comments on the proposed Anbassador Bridge
Enhancenent Project. M nanme is Allen Garneau
and |'ma nenber of the Bridge Permitting Staff
at Coast CGuard Headquarters. In a few mnutes we
will begin with a short presentation and plan to
take coments until about 7 p.m, at which tine
we'l | take a ten-m nute break.

At the conclusion of the break we'll
continue with the cooments. Restroons are
| ocated in the back of the foyer on both sides.
Exits as you cane in are also back in the foyer
At this time do we have anybody that needs
interpretation into Spani sh? Ckay. W do have a
Spani sh interpreter on site so if we need that,
nobody seens to at this nonent, we'll have that

avail abl e.
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W ask that you pl ease silence your
cell phones and any other el ectronic devices and
try to keep the noise level to a mninmumwhile
there's a speaker. This will ensure we
accurately record everyone's comments. |f you
haven't already done so, we request that for the
record you sign in at the registration desk and
fill out the separate speaker card if you wish to
provi de oral coments tonight. This is the
speaker request form |If you haven't filled one
of these out yet and you wi sh to speak this
eveni ng please go fill that out.

Pl ease return the conpleted cards to
the registration desk. You will receive a
speaker nunber when you subnit the card. To keep
the neeting running efficiently, speakers will be
cal l ed by name and nunber in the order the cards
are received. To maxim ze the opportunity for
all menbers of the public to express their views
we ask that speakers keep their comments to a
maxi mum of three m nutes and that views of

comm ttees or organi zati ons shoul d be presented
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by a single spokesperson.

W will not address or respond to
i ndi vi dual questions during this neeting. Al
comments will be reviewed and addressed as part
of the overall evaluation of the project. There
are also comment forns available at the
regi stration desk for you to use if you prefer to
provide witten cooments. This is the formthat
was out there as well. Al oral and witten
corments will be equally considered by the Coast
Guard and will be included in the Coast Guard
record for this project.

As you will notice, this neeting is
bei ng recorded and the transcript of the neeting
will becone part of the Coast Guard record. After
the presentation I'I|l provide sone additiona
ground rules for the public part of this neeting.
Now I'd like to introduce M. Brian Dunn, Chi ef
Ofice of Bridge Prograns at Coast Cuard
Headquarters in Washi ngton D. C

MR. DUNN: Thank you, Allen. Good

eveni ng, everybody. Thank you for your
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attendance this evening to discuss this very
i mportant project. 1'd also like to extend a
t hank you to Representative Stephani e Chang who
notified us of the interest in having this public
neeti ng and thank you for your interest in the
pr oj ect .

Wth nme this evening are Shelly
Sugarman, Chief Bridge Permts Division, Alen
Gar neau and Zachary Schul man fromthe Bridge
Permtting Staff and Tim Pavilonis who is the
Legal Advisor for the Maritinme Transportation
Systens Directorate. Also assisting this evening
are several nenbers of the Coast Guard Sect or
Detroit. W appreciate their assistance with
getting people registered this evening. | would
al so like to thank Bi shop Gates and the G eater
Apostolic Tenple for their assistance in holding
this public neeting.

W' re conducting this public nmeeting
whi ch was announced by public notice on February
2nd and is authorized by Section 115.60 of Title

33 Code of Federal Regulations to aid in our
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eval uation of a bridge permt application for the
Anbassador Bridge Enhancenent Project. This

proj ect proposes to construct a six |ane cable
stayed bridge over the Detroit River just west of
t he exi sting Anbassador Bridge between Detroit,
Wayne County, M chigan, United States and

W ndsor, Ontari o, Canada.

The applicant and owner of the
exi sting Anbassador Bridge of The Detroit
I nternational Bridge Conpany has recently entered
into an agreenent with the Gty of Detroit for
t he purpose of allowing DIBC to use portions of
the Riverside Park necessary to construct a
project as originally proposed and eval uated in
t he 2009 Coast CGuard final environmental
assessment.

The Coast Cuard recently received
comments fromthe M chigan Departnent of Natural
Resources and the U.S. National Park Service
regarding their respective legal authorities with
regard to any change in the use of Riverside

Park. These comments are also included in the
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Coast Cuard's records for this project, and no
deci sion by the Coast Guard can affect the | egal
authority of these agencies with regard to

Ri ver si de ParKk.

Under Federal Law the proposed bridge
is a structure over navigable waters to the
United States, and as such requires a Coast CGuard
Bridge Permt. |In accordance with the Nationa
Environnental Policy Act, the Coast Guard as the
| ead Federal Agency for this project, conducted a
reeval uati on of the environnmental assessnent and
drafted a finding of no significant inpact. These
docunents have been avail able for public review
and comment since January 8, 2016.

The purpose of tonight's neeting is to
obtain your comments on the environnmental inpacts
of the proposed bridge project. W ask that you
provi de as much detail as possible for us to have
a clear understanding of the reasons for support
of or opposition to the bridge. As details to
the project, on July 13, 2006 Detroit

| nt ernati onal Bridge Conpany submtted an

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

application to the U S. Coast Guard for a bridge
permt to construct a new bridge adjacent to the
exi sting Anbassador Bridge due to the age of the
exi sting structure and the denmands for nodern
traffic and security. The new bridge proposal is
referred to as the Anbassador Bri dge Enhancenent
Proj ect.

The DI BC plans to construct the new
bridge in coordination with the commonly owned
Canadi an counterpart, the Canadi an Transit
Conmpany, an Ontario Corporation. Both the D BC
and CTC are owned by Centra |Incorporated, a
M chi gan corporation. The proposed bridge wl|l
run roughly parallel to the existing Anbassador
Bridge. The width of this proposed bridge is set
to allow transition directly into the connection
points in both the United States and Canadi an
Pl azas and provide the necessary safety shoul ders
that are not present on the existing bridge.

The proposed bridge will provide six
| anes of travel; three in each direction. One

| ane in each direction will be dedicated to | ow
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risk conmercial traffic participating in the free
and secure trade program operated by Custons
Authorities for the United States and Canada. The
other lanes will be open to general autonobile
and comercial traffic. Al though the proposed
new bridge is i medi ately adjacent to the
exi sting Anbassador Bridge, it is not intended to
expand the current capacity of the Anbassador
Bridge. Rather, the new bridge will nore
efficiently and safely service the traffic now
bei ng handl ed at the existing Anbassador Bri dge.

Once the proposed bridge is
operational, the existing Anbassador Bridge will
be taken out of service, rehabilitated,
mai nt ai ned and used for redundancy, energency
traffic and approved public events. W provided
at the front a handout that provides a sunmary of
the project and if you didn't get one that's
avai l abl e at front registration desk.

On February 27, 2009 the Coast Guard
publi shed a final Environnmental Assessnent in a

draft finding of no significant inpact for public
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comments. Witten public comments were accepted
during a comrent period from February 27, through
April 30, 2009. Additionally, a public neeting
li ke this one was held on March 17, 2009. The
majority of the public comments received rel ated
to potential traffic inpacts on nei ghborhood
streets, property ownership required for the
bridge, air quality inpacts, closure of the

exi sting bridge and the relationship of this
bridge to the Anbassador Bridge Gateway Project.
During the 2009 comment period certain M chigan
litigation and actions by the City of Detroit

| ead the Coast Guard to conclude that DI BC woul d
not obtain necessary property rights required to
construct the bridge.

On June 15, 2009 the Coast @uard
stopped all work on DIBC s Bridge permt
application, which lead to litigation between
DI BC and the Coast Guard. During the course of
that litigation the Court required the Coast
Guard to continue work on certain environnenta

analysis to expedite permt processing in the
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event DI BC could reach a property agreenent with
the City of Detroit.

On July 11, 2012 DI BC provided the
Coast CGuard with revised air quality analysis as
an update to the air quality analysis included in
the 2009 final EA. This air quality analysis
reflected the MDOT approved final design for the
Anbassador Bridge Gateway Project, a separate but
rel ated transportati on project that enhanced
freeway connections between Mexicantown and the
Anbassador Bridge and renoved truck traffic from
Fort Street. The Coast Guard sent the air
guality analysis to the United States
Environnental Protection Agency for review and
coment. On August 23, 2012 the Environnental
Protecti on Agency wote to the Coast Guard
stating that their outstanding regulatory issues
wi th the Anbassador Bridge Enhancenent Proj ect
had been resol ved based on the 2012 updated air
guality analysis. This correspondence renains
avai lable for public review and is included in

the Coast CGuard record for this project.
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On July 28, 2015 the Detroit City
Counci | approved an agreenent that purports to
allow for the transfer of three acres of the
eastern portion of Riverside Park to the Bridge
Conmpany in exchange for 4.8 acres of Riverfront
land to the west. Because Riverside Park was
established with Federal and State grant noney,
any transfer and conversion of |and necessary for
t he new bridge nust still be approved by the
M chi gan Departnment of Natural Resources and the
U.S. National Park Service in accordance with the
Land and Water Conservation Fund conversion
requi renents before construction of the new
bri dge nay commence.

The Coast CGuard finds that agreenent
provides DIBC with sufficient legal interest in
t he subject property to nove forward with the
bridge permt process. As a result of the
property agreenent, the bridge design has
reverted to the original design described in the
2009 final EA. The Coast Guard's reeval uation of

t he environnental assessnment was prepared to
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update that information provided in the 2009
final EA. The air quality analysis perforned for
this project was derived fromthe same projected
overall traffic counts, including truck traffic,
used in the Gateway Project and the Detroit River
| nt ernati onal Crossing now named the Gordi e Howe
Bridge Project. Thus the traffic volunes that
were used in the air quality analysis for the
proj ect exceed those obtained fromthe Detroit

Ri ver International Crossing Level 3 Report. This
anal ysis considered that all traffic would cross
t he Anbassador Bridge even though, once
constructed, the Gordie Howe Bridge will carry
sonme portion of the traffic assuned to be carried
by the Anbassador Bridge Enhancenent Project

t hrough the year 2030.

The di spersion nodeling anal ysis
denonstrates the nmaxi mum predicted inpacts
conbined with the current background
concentrations are | ess than national anmbient air
gual ity standards, and that the maxi num predicted

concentrations of air toxics are |l ess than
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M chi gan Departnent of Environmental quality
heal t h based screening | evels.

The Coast Guard contacted the U. S
Environnental Protection Agency on Septenber 29,
2015 to determ ne which, if any, parts of the
2012 Air Quality Analysis needed to be updat ed.
In response, the EPA nmade a nunber of project
rel ated recommendati ons for DI BC before
construction could commence but did not require
additional air quality analysis as part of this

reeval uati on.

The project was shown to be well bel ow

the m ni mum threshol ds using the worst case
traffic scenarios in the 2007, 2009 and 2012
studies. There are no changes to the project
scope and footprint since the 2012 study that
i ncl uded the conbi ned Gat eway and Anbassador
Bri dge Enhancenent Project. The actual 2014
traffic volumes are only about 56 percent of
those projected and used in the air quality
studies, and the vehicle fleet is reported to

produce 90 percent fewer enissions than those
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utilized in the 2007 study. This conclusion is
consistent with the approved reeval uation for the
CGordi e Howe Bridge Project.

Now, | would like to provide a few
final comments fromthe public nmeeting and bridge
application process. This neeting is not an
adversari al proceeding or a two-day dial ogue;
rather, it is one in which all interested parties
have an opportunity to present a full and frank
statenment to the Coast Guard of their views
regardi ng the environnental inpacts of the

proposed project.

Statenents will not be given under
oath and cross-exam nati on of speakers will not
be permtted. However, | nmay ask for

clarification or anplification of statenents
offered. 1In order to allow for as many peopl e as
possi ble to provide coments, | will not be able
to answer i ndividual questions or respond to
comments offered tonight. Conments will be

revi ewed and addressed as part of the overall

eval uation of the project. The official conment
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period for this project will remain open until
February 8, 2016--February 28, 2016.

The public notice provided details on
how to submt comments to the official record.
Again, any witten coments received tonight
along with the transcript of all oral coments
will be added to the Coast Guard record for this
project. Please note that the Coast Guard has
not yet made a final decision on this proposed
bridge project, but will consider all information
in the record at the conclusion of the public
coment peri od.

The U.S. Coast Guard, pursuant to the
Bridge Act of 1906 will ultinmately nake a
deci sion on bridge permt application based on
the merits of the case. The Coast CGuard
anti ci pates maki ng a permanent decision in March.
Finally, I would like to assure each of you your
coment s, whether submitted orally or in witing,
will be reviewed and considered in our
eval uation. Thank you all again for attending

this evening. | wll now ask Allen to provide

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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the ground rules for tonight's public neeting.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you. [I'Ill again
start by asking do we have any need for Spanish
interpretation at this time? | will be calling
t he names and the associ ated nunbers of the
persons registered to speak at this neeting. You
can still register to speak at any tinme during
the neeting by filling out a Speaker Request Card
and delivering it to the registration desk. 1'll
be calling you in the order in which you
regi stered. To ensure that everyone has an
opportunity to be heard, remarks should be kept

to three mnutes. A thirty second warning to

make cl osing remarks will be indicat ed.
Il will call two nanmes. The first wll
be the active speaker and the second will be the

next speaker on deck. Please nove to the vacant
m crophone and be prepared to start your remarks
while you listen to the current speaker. Wen it
is your turn to speak, please clearly state your
nane for the record and your organization

affiliation if you have one. Your statenment wl|
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be recorded by our stenographer.

| f you have a witten copy of your
statenment that you would like to | eave with us
pl ease hand it to the stenographer. |In addition
to providing you with an opportunity to submt
oral comments this evening, we have provided you
wi th comrent sheets at the front desk which you
may | eave with us tonight. Please |eave your
comments with either the stenographer or at the
regi stration desk. You can also submt your
comments any tine before the end of the comented
period on February 28th. The comment sheets have
information at the bottomon how to submt them
Now I will call the first two speakers. Speaker
nunber one will be Ms. Stephanie Chang and
speaker nunber two on deck will be Nicole
Jackson.

M5. CHANG  Good afternoon. M nane
is Stephanie Chang and | amthe State
Representative for House District 6. Thank you
to the Coast Guard for holding this public

heari ng and especially A len who has been really

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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responsive to ne and ny office. | have the
amazi ng honor of serving House District 6, which
i ncl udes part of Southwest Detroit and we have
sonme of the worst air pollution in the entire
St at e.

Today | want to urge the Coast Cuard
to not nove forward on the proposed project for a
second private span unless two conditions are
net. One, the bridge conpany has witten
docunent ati on regardi ng approval by the National
Park Service and M chigan DNR to use Riverside
Park | and for non-recreation purposes; and two, a
full environnmental inpact study is conducted and
results in a finding of no significant inpact.

| have already submtted nmy witten
comments so | will keep ny remarks short and
focus on three points. First, it sinply does not
nmake sense to approve a permt to build a major
i nternational bridge when the bridge conpany does
not yet have approval to use the land that it
needs to build the second private bridge.

MI1lions of public dollars have gone into

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Ri verside Park and it nust be used for public

out door recreation unless a |land conversion is
approved. DNR stated in its comments that it is,
guote, not likely to approve the conversion of
dedi cated parkland in exchange for a site that
contai ns a warehousi ng or parking | ot because the
war ehouse doesn't offer equival ent recreational
val ue.

Second, the environnmental data has too
many flaws; whether it's a truck forecast from
2005 or neteorol ogical data from 2001, the data
is sinply too old. The EPA previously
recommended that the data be updated, but
unfortunately this hasn't taken pl ace.
Furthernore, the software used for air quality
I npact analysis is not the current EPA
recommended software and there was no hot spot
anal ysi s.

The environnmental assessnent al so nade
the point that there are nore trucks using new
engi nes that pollute |ess; however that is not

nati onal dat a. Fol ks in Sout hwest Detroit is
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breathing this air and have suffered from ast hma
and other respiratory conditions. They are the
ones who know that the 13 thousand trucks going
over this bridge every day are emtting diesel
exhaust. So we need nore data so we know exactly
what the inmpact would be on our air quality.

My last point is that the soil at
Ri verside Park is contam nated and requires
extensive renediation. |'mnot just guessing.
Constructing the second span would nean that this
soil will be disturbed rel easing sone of these
t oxi ¢ substances into the air. In an e-mail |
received fromDEQ in January said that, quote,
both the U S., EPA and DEQ believe environnenta
contam nation is present at nultiple points al ong
the riverfront portion of the Riverside Park
site.

So let me recap. The public health
risk is too great. The data is flawed and based
on fal se assunptions. The bridge conpany can't
use the land and that land is actually

contam nated. Whay would it nake any sense to
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approve this permt now? The answer is sinply
that it doesn't. And so | again urge you to del ay
decision until any approval of the |and
conversion and until a full environnental inpact
study is conpleted. Thank you so nuch for your
consi derati on.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Chang.
Next we have Speaker Nicole Jackson who will be
fol |l oned by speaker Rashida Tl aib.

M5. JACKSON. Thank you. First 1'd
| i ke to say thank you to the Coast Guard. Thank
you for your |eadership; the work that you do.
As a matter of fact, | saw Guardian today and it
made ne appreciate you for the work that you do.
Thank you for taking this special consideration
to hear fromus in the conmunity. M nane is
Ni col e Jackson, and | support the Anbassador
Bri dge Enhancenent Project.

My understanding is that you have the
data that you need to namke your approval and |
strongly urge you to nove forward and as swiftly

as possible with your approval. It is clear the
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econonmi c benefit to the community that the bridge
will bring. W need that. W need the jobs. W
need the tax base that construction of the bridge
will bring. W need a world class park that
other major cities have under their bridge. W
need t hat.

| appreciate your decisiveness despite
the distraction of opposers of the bridge and the
m sinformation that is so passionately presented.
| trust you and your | eadership and your
scientists that have made the determ nation thus
far. | trust our city | eadership who has issued
approval thus far. Please, and | urge you, do
not do anything to slow or inpede this process.
Thank you for your |eadership.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Jackson
Now Rashida Tlaib will be followed by Linda
Est es.

M5. TLAIB: Thank you so much. | want
to wel cone you all to Southwest Detroit. W are
hone to a very diverse community, but we are hone

to one of the highest asthma rates in the City as
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wel | as one of the worst air qualities in the
State. So as you go through here you see al
ki nds of the backing up of the trucks; all that.
| don't know if that was intentional. | don't
know if the toll workers are here or what's going
on there. One of the things that really need to
be enphasi zed here is the segnentati on.

I f you |l ook on-line, just sinply
Googl e or go onto the actual Federal website for
t he | obbying report that say that they want to
close Fort Street and expand a plaza. |If they
have that intention now this needs to be part of
the U S. Coast Guard's application. You can't--
segnentation was in the other application and
then you had it in your base letter. That can't
happen because that failed the NEBA tests, right?

So if you want to hold down Fort
Street and expand your plaza, because they have
told nme that thenselves, we own the property on
the other side. Wl then you have to nake it
part of the application because the shortcuts

have to stop. The air quality inpacts have to
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stop. If you're going to expand it has to be
part of this application. You can't shortcut so
you don't have to do an environnmental inpact
statenent, which is what we deserve.

The other thing is don't disregard
this whole Riverside Park. They can have press
conferences. They do it a lot. Trust ne; it
depends on who the mayor is and who is in
council. But one inmportant thing is they don't
have the | egal authority to transfer it. |It's
not only that Riverside Park before they sent
oral agreenent fromthe nayor and then they own
it. | don't care how many little agreenments they
have. They do not own it until the Federal
Governnment and the State say they own it. Plus
we deserve a recreational park.

We're going to fight that both with
the State and the Federal Governnent not to
transfer that. W do not deserve a little
contam nated park with sone warehouse on it. W
deserve better than that in Southwest Detroit.

W're tired of being stonped on by this conpany
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over and over again.

EPA is inconsistent. They sent a
|l etter in 2009 saying they want to reopen the
facts. Well, now they want to | ook back and
forth. I'ma little bit confused. Wat we are
confused on is that the EPA said hey nodeling the
process needs to be noved to 2010, right? Wiy are
t hey using sone old nodeling process to | ook at
our air quality? That's not fair. And we need to
have--require themto do the nost updated
processing to look at the air quality. It's
critical. W are not in conpliance with the SQ2
in Wayne County. We're tired of it. W're tired
of this, oh, they got the application and it
sounds so great; trust me.

Yeah, we have issues of trust with the
conpany, sure. But the facts don't lie. They're
using the wong data. They're saying that
they're not going to expand or the project is as
is in the application. W all know fromtheir
| obby report they plan to report it that they

plan on a nuch larger project and they're trying
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to avoid the EPA. And thank you so much for
bei ng here and pl ease deny this application.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Tl aib.
The next speaker will be M. Linda Estes and that
will be followed by Ms. Beverly ElIlington.

M5S. ESTES: Good afternoon. M nane
Is Linda Estes. | am an educator of pre-school
and el ementary school students for over 20 years.
First, I would like to say thank you to the Coast
GQuard for comng to listen to us, what we have to
say about the situation.

| amfor the second span of the
Anbassador Bridge. Let's not draw this out any
| onger. You are the Coast CGuard. You've already
done three anal ysis and found no negative inpact.
What nore do we need? W don't need a nore
extensive study on it. Let's do it. W trust
your judgenent. You know what you're doing. You
are the experts, so please nove forward with it.
W are ready to go forward. The Riverside Park
we know that these two go hand in hand, and let's

nove forward with this project for the Cty of
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Detroit. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Estes.
The next speaker will be Ms. Beverly ElIlington
who will be followed by Betsy I|saac.

MS. ELLI NGTON: Good afternoon. M
nane is Beverly Ellington. |'mvice president
over at Park View Counsel. W just sinply want a
park and we want a state of the art bridge and
everything. W think that we're going along with
the City Council when they had all these reviews
and everything; gone over all this stuff. So we
t hought you were ready. So we're going to our
actions are that if you' re ready, we're ready.

Qur children need a good park. The City needs,
you know, a good bridge and that's all that
matters. W need this for jobs and everything.
So thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms.

Ellington. Ms. Betsey Isaac will be our next
speaker and will be followed by Ms. Love Rushton.
Thank you.

M5. ISAAC. |I'min favor of the
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bri dge. Now, anybody--1 live to be what 78, |
know by now anyone knows we do need that bridge
extension. Even if it's just to help the other

bri dge, because they--1"mso glad. |'d like to

t hank the Coast Guard for making ne feel
confortable knowing that it's okay. And the park
that they're helping us, that they're going to
help us build, I"min favor of it, because years
ago | used to go to the park and its been cl osed
so long. It was nothing |like they plan on doing
for us. W need the bridge. That's just it.

And we need the park. So what's the delay? Don't
| et nobody stop this from happening. And | thank
you, Coast Guard. Stay with us. Help us.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. | saac.
The next speaker will be Ms. Love Rushton who
will be followed by M. M chael Spraggins.

M5. RUSHTON. M nane is Love Rushton
and | would like to thank the Coast Guard and the
ot her people that are in support of the bridge.
After paying close attention in the |ast year and

a half of everything that was going on, | do see

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

30

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

that you have--again, | would just |ike to say
t hank you and | do support the nove and for the
expansi on of the bridge. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, Ms. Rushton.
Qur next speaker will be M. M chael Spraggins
who will be followed by Ms. Maria Rodriguez.

MR. SPRAGA NS: M nane is M chael
Spraggins. |'ve been a resident of Detroit since
'68. |1'm51. | support the bridge because it's
time for sonething new. The other bridge is 90
years old. W need a new bridge. W have people
in the background tal king about the park. The
park is a separate issue. W're here about the
bridge. The bridge need to be built. W need
enpl oynent for the bridge. W need those who
have environnental studies going on for seven
years running to realize that we don't need
anynore studies. W need the bridge. Thank you
for your support, Coast Guard. Thank you for the
studi es that you' ve taken up for this far and
this |ong.

Now t hat we know who the facts are

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

31

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

32

comi ng from because | was at the City Counci
neeting a couple days ago and was told by a City
Counci | nenber that you guys hadn't even finished
the study for the air quality. So that was
verification to equivocate, which nmeans to not do
what you're saying you're going to do in the
first place. |If you want to lie don't cone to
the neeting where the truth is being told. They
were lying to us at the Gty Council neeting
sayi ng the Coast Guard hadn't even conpl eted the
study for air quality control.

What | just read in your fact sheet
nmust be the facts or we wouldn't be here in the
public lying to the public again. Sonebody
lying. | don't think it's the Coast Guard
because you don't have any reason to. | won't
menti on her nane but Ms. Lopez you lied to ne.
You said the study wasn't done. So peopl e want
to say it's about this or that but nobody sits
down and wants to build something w thout
counting the costs. You count the cost. You' ve

done your quality control evaluations. The
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peopl e that you asked if we need nore eval uation
said you don't so let's get this going. Let's
build this bridge. Let's make it happen.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M.
Spraggi ns. Qur next speaker will be Ms. Maria
Rodri guez who will be followed by Ms. Patrice
Hill.

MS. RODRI GUEZ: Good afternoon,
everyone. M nane is Maria Rodruiquez and | was
born and raised here in Detroit and spent nost of
ny entire adult life pronoting and supporting our
community here in Southwest Detroit. | was a
former resident of Mexicantown Comrunity
Devel opnent Corporation. W built the wel conme
center next to the--very close to the Anbassador
Bridge. And we had quite a few prom ses that
were broken, information that was m si nformati on
| am standi ng on sacred ground here and | am here
to say that we have to be very cautious working
with the Detroit International Bridge Conpany.

| have a laundry list, which I'Il be

happy to share with all of you. | can print it
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out and e-nmail it, of all the prom ses that were
broken; not only with MCDC, Mexi cantown Community
Devel opnent Corporation, but also with our
comunity. So I'll be happy to share that. Be
very cautious and |I'm here on ny own accord. |
was not paid one penny to be here. | took tine
out of ny busy schedule to be here, and agai n,
|"mvery concerned. That is why |'m here.
Because our conmunity is one of the very few
nei ghborhoods in the City of Detroit that is
still vibrant although we're gasping for fresh
air. So l'mjust putting it out there. Thank
you very nuch

VWhar | bring to this m crophone is to
del ay or postpone or, better yet, stop whatever
needs to be done, because | think we've had
enough with one bridge and we're al ready buil ding
anot her one. So enough is enough. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms.
Rodri guez. Qur next speaker will be Ms. Patrice
HIll who will be followed by M. Sheldon Hill.

M5. HILL: H, everyone. M nanes is
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Patrice Hill. I'mfor the bridge being built.
Li ke the other gentlenman said, it is time for
sonething new. The old bridge is just that; the
old bridge. W need sonething new. W need
sonet hing strong. W need to bring noney back to
Detroit. | just went to New York this past
sumer and the park under the Brooklyn Bridge is
gorgeous. Wiy can't we have one? W need a park
for our kids to play, a safe place for our kids.
So I'"'mall for the bridge. Coast CGuard, two
t hunmbs up. Keep it noving. Thank you.

MR, GARNEAU:. Thank you, Ms. Hill.
Qur next speaker will be M. Sheldon H Il who
will be followed by Pat Lew s.

MR HLL: M nanme is Sheldon H Il and
" mthe president and CEO of Community Service
Organi zation working with the Detroit Recovery
Project. As we |look at progress in our Cty and
| use the Riverwalk quite a bit on the other
side; it's nice to have one com ng on this side.
Wth the bridge being built, I'ma bridge

carpenter by trade. |'ve helped build bridges
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and experienced it. W did it and were able to
build a new bridge and the work that it brings to
the conmunity and the econony is worth all of it.
The expansion--if you |l ook at the growh in the
world and with that bridge being built and it
cuts us off quite a bit fromwhat el se can be
transported back and forth. It nakes it alittle
bit easier to nove back and forth
internationally. It just nakes sense.

|"ve | ooked at the reports and studies
where it says the Coast Guard has conpleted this
study they say for the past. | don't know how
much nmore needs to be done, but from what |
understand, no nore needs to be done. It just
needs to be approved. |'m not going--ny
understanding it just needs to be approved. M
under st andi ng the approval s have al ready been
given. It just needs to nove forward.

So those things have been taken care
of . What's the hold up? Get your final report and
go in and get the work done so we can get to work

and start having some fun in the park.
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MR, GARNEAU:. Thank you, M. Hill.

Qur next speaker will be Speaker Nunber 12, Pat
Lewis who will be foll owed by Speaker 13, Ms.
Tedra W/ son.

M5. LEWS: Good evening. |'m Pat
Lews. | ama world traveler. | would like to
see here a world class bridge, a world class
park. W need to step up. | amin favor for the
bri dge.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Lew s.
Qur next speaker will be Ms. Tedra WIson who
will be followed by M. M ke C eaver.

M5. WLSON: Hello. I'mglad to be
here today. | amin favor of the bridge. In ny
35 years of living in Detroit |'ve never seen any
great acconplishnments go wi thout any resistance.
And so when it gets down to this point we cone
out and we fight and we say what we have to say
to get our point across. | rode past the park
t hat everyone is speaking on on the way today and
it's nothing there; absol utely nothing.

| don't see what the problem would be
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to get that riverfront, that world class park,
going on right there. | don't see why there is a
problemw th noving forward with this. The
bridge is going to cone with four thousand jobs
i medi ately. W need those jobs here in Detroit.
I n my nei ghborhood, and | can only speak for
m ne, the hopes for jobs and enploynent; | see a
| ot of people going toward the autonotive
conpani es; GM Ford, Chrysler. Those are great
j obs, no doubt but there are other jobs that are
out here.

And | think bringing that construction
with the new bridge would definitely open up a
new arena for jobs, and | definitely want to see
the riverfront, the park, the world class park.
want to see that happen for the children of
Sout hwest Detroit. They deserve a functional
park. It's just nothing there. It is enpty and
where there's enptiness there's hopel essness. |If
you can bring that park back to life by putting
that bridge together, | just want to see it done

just for the children. Maybe because it wll

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

give themjust alittle bit of hope because it's
nothing there and it's enpty, like | said. So |
just want to see that happen and that's why |I'm
here today. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. W son.
Qur next speaker will be M. Mke O eaver, who
will be foll owed by Reverend Sherard.

MR. CLEAVER: Hello. | oppose the
bridge comng in for several reasons. One,
because | really feel we shouldn't have any
i nternational bridge crossing publically owned.
In today's world that is ridiculous to ne, and |
don't even know why the Coast Guard is even
t hi nki ng about allowing a permt for this.

Secondly, the Detroit Internationa
Bri dge Conpany has been here for nmany, many
decades. They nake a | ot of nobney on that
bri dge, and they have not been a good partner to
this part of Detroit for ever. They pretend to
be but they really aren't. Gkay. Drive up and
down this street and you see burned out buil di ngs

all over the place. They, in ny opinion, want
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the property values of this area of Detroit to go
down so they can purchase nore property and do
t hi ngs i nexpensively benefiting them So again,
| " m opposed and have a bl essed day.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. d eaver.
Qur next speaker will be Reverend Sherard who
will be followed by Ms. Kinberly d enn.

REVEREND SHERARD: Good eveni ng,
everyone. |'m Reverend Sherard. | do support
t he Anbassador Bridge and | pray ya'll nove
forward in this and pray that ya'll do sonething

about it. That's all | want to say.

MR. GARNEAU: Thank, Reverend Sherard.

Qur next speaker will be Ms. Kinberly denn who

will be followed by Ms. Cynthia Wack.

M5. GLENN: My nane is Kinberly d enn.

| work at Detroit Recovery Project. 1'ma |ong
termcitizen of Detroit, Mchigan. 1've also
done a lot of travel across the bridge too, and |
al so ran across the bridge in the Detroit
Mar at hon Free Press. It was a shaky road going

across that bridge. W were scared and it's tine
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for sonething new for our city. W need new
attractions. And putting a new bridge and new
park would not only help the citizens of Detroit
but it will help our out-of-town guests too. W
need sonething attractive. Qur city has took a
hard hit back in 2008 and we need sonethi ng new
for our City. And I'd like to thank the Coast
GQuard for comng and listening to our comments
and concerns as well. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. d enn.
Qur next speaker will be Ms. Cynthia Whack who
will be followed by Ms. Andria Wal ker.

M5. WHACK: My nane is Cynthia Wack.
I"'mwith the Detroit Recovery Project. | would
like to tell you that | amfor the bridge. Thank
you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Whack.
Qur next speaker will be Ms. Andria Wal ker who
will be followed by M. Eddie Killing.

M5. WALKER: Good afternoon. My nane
is Andria Wal ker fromthe Detroit Recovery

Project. | just want to say | am a supporter of
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the bridge. | want to thank the Coast Guard for
all of their research. You guys are the experts.
You did your research. Qur concern that nore
extensive testing that is just going to cost the
t axpayers nore dollars; we don't have that. |
woul d encourage you to go ahead with this permt.
Build the bridge. Bring sonme jobs to Detroit. W
are suffering economcally and | believe the
bri dge and the park woul d hel p us trenendously.
And | want to thank you again for your support.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Wal ker.

MR, GARNEAU. Qur next speaker will be
M. Eddie Killing foll owed by Dwan Davi s.

MR, KILLING Hello. M nane is Eddie
Killing. I'malong time resident of Detroit; 51
years, also of Mchigan. | want to thank the
Coast CGuard for the anal ysis you' ve done; the
findings. Again, | believe, lIike everybody else,
you are the experts, and | believe you know what
you're doing. So I'mjust going to say | believe
it's time that Detroit is revitalized. W're

com ng back and this bridge will help in that. |

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

encourage you all to continue to nove forward
with this bridge. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, M. Killing.
Qur next speaker is M. Dwan Davis foll owed by
Ms. Rachel Lang.

MR. DAVID:. Good evening, everyone.

My nane is Dwan Davis. | am an enpl oyee at the
Detroit Recovery Project. | appreciate you
pronouncing ny nane right. | used to get tore

off the franme and | allow individuals to

pronounce ny name wong so | really appreciate

that. |'ma supporter of the bridge. The facts
are clear here. 1 don't want to go all off into
a big old speech. | believe it's a lot of

feelings and enotions running around here. |
just want to say that I'min favor of it and |
appreci ate you guys here hearing nmy comments.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Davis.
Qur next speaker will be Ms. Rachel Lang who wil |
be foll owed by Robert Shakhun.

M5. LANG H . M nane is Rachel

Lang. | want to say |I'min support of the bridge.
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| just noved back fromDC. | lived there for
about seven years. And | |ove being here and |
| ove bei ng back, but | hear so nmany of ny
col l eagues that | went to college with who are
fromhere who really don't want to cone back
because they feel like there's nothing there. |
| ove ny city and |'m supportive of anything that
will give us an econoni c boost and that will show
people that there is really sonmething here so
t hank you.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, Ms. Lang.
Qur next speaker will be M. Robert Shakhun
foll owed by M. Carnell Al exander.

MR, SHAKHUN: | just want to say good
eveni ng, everyone. | also support the bridge.
You know, Detroit we have suffered in the | ast

years fromthe blight, business going out of

town, and you know, |'ve been here nost of ny
life. | was inthe mlitary and | love this City
with all ny heart. | just believe, you know,

enterprise and business like this, we need that

for this Gty because of the jobs.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

You gotta enploy people in this City
and al so because | feel it's a nove forward
making this a world class city and attracti ng
peopl e back. | like to | ook out and see
sonet hi ng beautiful |ike that kind of bridge as
far as the transportation fromhere. So with
that, | don't have a lot to say. |'mjust--ever
since | heard about it | was excited about it and
said oh yeah this mght be a great venture here.
| just wanted to say that.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Shakhun.
Qur next speaker will be Carnell Al exander
foll owed by Ms. Sandy Arnol d.

MR. ALEXANDER: Good eveni ng,

everybody. My nane is Carnell Al exander. |'min
Local Laborers 91. | support the bridge for two
reasons. | support that you approve the permt.

| used to use that park and | also need a job. |
t hank you for hearing ne.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M.
Al exander. Qur next speaker will be M. Sandy

Arnold followed by M. \Walter Suber.
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MR, ARNOLD: 1'd like to just say
t hank you for comng out and I'd |like to support
the bridge, which I do support the bridge. | am
fromDetroit Recovery Project. | would just like
to say thank you for the hard work that you've
done. Detroit needs the bridge for econom ca
boost and also to be a catalyst for other cities.
You know, no other city is thriving like Detroit.
Wthin the next ten years we will be standi ng out
by oursel ves.

Another thing I'd like to say that
when you do build this bridge, and I know you're
going to build it because you put a |ot of work
init to build it, you put a lot of tine init,

t he people who are opposing it are going to |ike
it because it's going to be beautiful anyway. So
we're going to all cone together regardl ess. But
| know you're going to build it because we need
it. Wen you do get it up, the people who are
opposing it are going to enjoy it just like the
peopl e who are for it right now.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Arnold.
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Qur next speaker will be M. Walter Suber
foll owed by M. Ryan Marshall

MR. SUBER: Hello. Thank you. M

nanme is Walter Subert. I'mwth the Detroit
Recovery Project. |I'mhere also in support of
this bridge being built. | want to say thank you

Coast Guard for your vision, for just the hard
work and research. | know that it has not been
easy day in and day out, but | also believe that
this is the great tine for this bridge to be
bui I t.

This Gty needs change, and | think
it's the right tinme for it with the

transformati on that has gone on in the City.

Also, | believe that it will create jobs for
| ocal contractors. It will be good for business
and definitely it will bring an attraction that

the Detroiters and Canada will be proud of.

Also, | believe it will be an attraction for the
rest of Anericans and also for tourists; for
people to tour. Excuse ne for that. Thank you

and |"min support of the bridge being built.
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Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Suber.
Qur next speaker will be Ryan Marshall foll owed
by Wanda Rednond.

MR. MARSHALL: M nane is Ryan
Marshall and 1'm a resident of Southwest Detroit
and architectural and environnental designer, and
| would just like to say that the | ocation of the
Anbassador Bridge is an exanple of the very poor
urban planning. There is no roomon either side
of the border to expand custons and inspections
pl aza w t hout destroying historical conmunities.

A twin bridge with addi ng additional
| anes woul d not solve traffic congestion because
the traffic will always bottle neck with Iimted
space for inspection infrastructure on both sides
of the existing bridge and its infrastructure.
The conversation is usually about how the new
boar di ng--how bridge will have a positive inpact
wi t h Canada but noving trucks away fromthe
Anbassador will also be the right thing to do for

t he USA because the existing bridge is | ocated
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equally as close to downtown Wndsor as it is to
downt own Detroit and densely popul ated in
communities in the U S

Take a | ook at the property and
Gat eway Project, which MDOT was responsible for,
and you will see that NMDOT planted trees to help
filter some of the air toxins fromthe truck
traffic. Take a | ook at the property owned and
operated by the DIBC and you will see that it is
al rost all hard surface concrete which nuch of
their property is not utilized for vehicul ar
circulation or any function at all.

The DI BC has the opportunity to
contribute to clean diesel progranms in the
overall environnent. The Gateway Project highway
connections are an inprovenment but it still
functions as a messy afterthought and it was not
wort hwhile for trucks. |If the Coast CGuard's
responsibility is to protect the coast, then
consi der the existing Anbassador Bridge as part
of our heritage.

And, by the proposal to put a new
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bridge right next to the existing bridge, it wll
only appear as cluttered at the coast and in the
skyline. Instead, consider the D BC has to agree
to properly restore and nmaintain the existing
Anbassador Bridge and accept the future. The
future of the Wndsor Detroit truck crossing is
not the Anbassador Bridge nor is the Anbassador
Bri dge Enhancenent Project Proposal. Please help
protect the U S. Coast and do not grant the
permt to build a second span. Please do the

ri ght thing.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Marshall.
Qur next speaker will be Ms. Wanda Rednond
foll owed by Don Ricci.

M5. REDMOND: Good afternoon. First
of all, I'd like to thank the Coast Guard for
bei ng here this evening and | would also like to
t hank you for the work that you do on behal f of
the United States citizens.

My nane is Wanda Rednond. |'mthe
vi ce president of the Marcus Garvey Movenent.

|"malso a duly elected school board nenber
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serving in Detroit, Mchigan; however, | am here
in the capacity of the Marcus Garvey Moyvenent. |
too support the Detroit International Bridge
Conmpany second span. | do understand the

i mportance of the environnmental assessnent. | do
understand that we have--the bridge conpany has
had about three of them done since 1994. The
Detroit International Bridge Conpany began tal ks
about the second span in about '94, and as you
know, its been decades since.

W didn't come upon these probl ens
like we are now, | believe, until Governor Snyder
deci ded he wanted to build a bridge and enter
into an interlocal agreenent with Canada. That's
when DI BC began to have nost of their problens. |
al so support the bridge conmpany because during
t he econom ¢ downturn the bridge conpany did not
nove its operations out of Mchigan. W
understand that they do have worl dwi de hol di ngs
but yet they did not contribute to the decline of
t he enpl oynent in M chigan.

As relates to the park, the park was
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menti oned. We do know that we have to have State
and Federal approval for the park. But | doubt
very seriously if President Cbama woul d send
mllions of dollars to Detroit for blight renoval
and then turn around and then not approve the use
of the park. So | think as relates to Federal
approval we can | ook favorably upon that.

In addition, there was an article that
appeared in the Detroit Free Press the other day.
When the Departnent of Natural Resources and the
M chi gan Departnment of Environmental Quality
asked the Coast CGuard not to issue the permt for
the bridge, well, again, it is another insult
upon the people. |If anything, the M chigan
Departnment of Environnental Quality need to be
concentrating on Flint right now and go and
approve the permt because it seens that the
State of Mchigan is nore interested in building
international relations than it is with building
relations with its own people here in the State
of M chi gan.

Al so, according to the republican
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platform Governnment is supposed to deal with
Gover nment and busi nesses are supposed to deal
wi th busi nesses. W have a conpany in the bridge
busi ness that has been buil ding bridges and
dealing with bridges for over 80 years. Let them
continue. |Issue the permt. |t has been
approved. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, M. Rednond.
Qur next speaker will be M. Don Ricci who wll
be foll owed by M. Robert Bruce.

MR RICCI: |I'mDon Ricci with the
Detroit Institute of Technol ogy and we are
definitely for the bridge. The Coast Guard has
done their studies. Let's nove forward. One of
t he bi ggest problens that the City of Detroit has
i s unenpl oynent. We need jobs and we need them
now so let's get this bridge going. Let's get
the jobs. Not only do we have the construction
j obs but you have all the other jobs related that
will cone after the bridge is built. So we're
definitely for building the bridge. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Ricci.
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Qur next speaker is M. Robert Bruce foll owed by
Dawnyel | Thonpson.

MR. BRUCE: Good evening. M nane is
Robert Bruce. | ama resident of the City of
Detroit. | have been a resident for 45 years.
I"min support of the bridge being built. If you
will look at different projects that have been
put forth over the years, nost of the tine when
you do sonething for progress you're going to
have sonebody that's not going to like it.
Because when you progress in doing sonething,
especially for a city that's already been having
been t hrough sonething, sonething is going to
have to be torn down, sonething is going to have
to be renoved. There's agreenents that's going
to have to be made and sonebody is not going to
be satisfied with what's bei ng done.

Take for instance years ago Col enan
Young wanted GMto build a plant over on the east
side. There was nmany people against it, but it
was a dil apidated and blighted area. They built

the Pol etown Plant. The Pol etown Pl ant has been
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payi ng taxes. The area | ooks good. Also, with a
| arger bridge and with nore access for travel you
won't have trucks backed up two and three niles
down the expressway. You get nore pollution with
them just standing and waiting to try to get over
the bridge than if you had quicker access to get
t hem over there quicker.

Al so, the park; that issue has been
settled. The Cty of Detroit went into agreenent
with the bridge conpany. So | just--1"min
agreenment for the bridge being built and I hope
and pray that you all will look at this with an
open mind and realize that progress, when you
have progress, there's going to be sone people
that's going to be dissatisfied. But usually you
will find that the ones that's dissatisfied, when
the progress is made, like | told you about the
Pol etown Pl ant, then the people |look at it and
they like what's going on. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Bruce.
Qur next speaker will be Ms. Dawnyell Thonpson

who will be followed by Ms. Deb Summer.
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M5. THOWSON: Hello to the Coast
GQuard. Thank you for being here. M nane is
Dawnyel | Thonpson and |'m here representing with
ny | eadership of the Marcus Garvey Mowvenent. |'m
for the bridge, and the reason why is because |
grew up in Southwest Detroit. | also worked for
t he Anbassador Bridge in '98 or '99. And as far
as | can renenber, they have been a wonderfu
conpany. | have never had a problemw th them
They' re doing so many beautiful things in this
nei ghbor hood. Wy stop them for what they're
doi ng now?

And so when | worked there, |ike |
said, they were a great conpany to work for. |
never had a problemw th them Also, l|ikel
said, I'mfrom Southwest Detroit. | grew up over
there. Even they bought the old train station.
They didn't have to do that. They put new
wi ndows in there. So they're trying to beautify
certain things in the area.

When | grew up in that nei ghborhood it

was disgusting; it was terrible. Nothing. W
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had t he parks down there. W also had the
recreational center, which was--which is now t he
Clenente Center. | noticed that they are doing
sonme buil ding around there but they can do nore.
And if they want to do nore to the City, et

them \What's the problenf? Stop holding this up
and let's build this bridge. W need nore
beautification. W need nore jobs and let's keep
it nmoving. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, Ms. Thonpson.
The next speaker will be Ms. Deb Summer fol |l owed
by Ms. Raquel Castaneda-Lopez.

MS. SUWER: Dear, Coast @uard
representatives, please keep in mnd who you are
dealing with when we speak of a
multi-billionaire. And that |, as a resident,
who has resided three bl ocks away fromthe
Anbassador Bridge for over 34 years, | am not
paid to be here tonight to speak. And know t hat
our Gty Council, not all of them supported Mayor
Duggan's deal with the bridge. It becane very

politicized.
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Know t hat people are paid to be at
public hearings. Knowthat | live here, grew up
here. | know that this permt renains
i nconpl ete. Nothing has changed. They do not
have | egal authority, sufficient |egal authority.
They do not own this property. You mnust deny.
You nust al so deny because we need you to protect
us.

W need a full environnmental i npact
study. | inplore you, | live three bl ocks away.
Qur park, that Riverside Park; everybody wants
our one hundred plus year old park to be a world
class park. Are you going to breathe all the
curul ative pollution with a ten-lane bridge? You
tal k about a six-lane new bridge by a privately
owned conpany who can't even nmintain the
Anbassador Bridge, the beautiful historic
Anmbassador Bri dge.

This bridge is in dire need of repair
and there has been extrenme neglect. This has
been in the papers. Wndsor had closed streets

because the concrete was falling down on the
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people in the traffic. This is a travesty. Wy
woul d we not expect that this first be | ooked at?
What type of steward has this bridge conpany been
to the Anbassador? W just supported, this
comunity, supported and planned for over ten
years for a public bridge because a public bridge
is in the best interest of public policy and the
people of this community and city.

W are trying to get community
benefits around the Gordie Howe Bridge. W the
peopl e deserve community benefits. W deserve a
full environmental inpact study that was
conducted there. You're going to have how nany
bri dges in one condensed area? W al ready have
the worst pollution in the area. 48209 and 48216
is right next to 48217. So | beg you, | inplore
you, to know -keep in mnd who you're dealing
with and who these people are that are speaking
for the bridge. Knowthat | amnot paid. Again,
| am here as a resident within three bl ocks away.
The truth is the truth. Please put all--take all

nmeasures into consideration. | inplore you.
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MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Suner.
Qur next speaker will be M. Raquel
Cast aneda- Lopez followed by Julia Mrrissey.

MS. CASTANEDA- LOPEZ: Good eveni ng.
| cane to speak as a resident but | wanted to
just clarify a couple things in ny capacity as a
District Gty Council nmenber who represents
District 6 which enconpasses the Anbassador
Bridge, the Gordie Howe Bridge as well as the
proposed wing span. And then I'Il clarify and
speak as a resident.

As a council menber, I'd like to echo
State Representative Stephanie Chang's request to
not nmove forward with the approval until there is
an approved | and conversion fromthe State as
wel | as the Federal Governnent as well as a
conplete full environmental study done prior to
i ssuance of a permt. And | want to clarify
gui ckly, no one council nenber can speak for the
City as a whole. And after speaking to our
City's attorneys they are of the opinion that

this agreenment, the | and agreenent conducted | ast
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year, does not grant |legal interest of Riverside
Park to the Bridge Conpany. However, for
political reasons, | have yet to get themto say
that on the record but | did want to | et you know
t hat .

The other piece is for those of you
here concerned about Riverside Park. Riverside
Park is going to open in April and the repairs
are set to go. So this deal has nothing to do
with Riverside Park. The final piece to clarify,
those of you interested in jobs in relation to
the bridge, there are many job opportunities on
the way and many j ob opportunities and |
encourage you to get connected to those job
opportunities.

In relationship to ny final point, ny
witten comments will be submtted on-Iline, but I
wanted to speak to you tonight as a resident. As
sonebody born and rai sed in Southwest Detroit |
grew up less than an mle of the existing
Anbassador Bridge. | grew up down the street on

Clark in the shadow of the existing Anrbassador
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Bridge. As a child | never questioned the
traffic and the trucks as it was the norm |
knew not hing different. But when ny uncle died
in an accident when a sem -truck hit himand ny
not her and sister were injured in a car accident
with a sem -truck | began to question why there
were so many trucks in our nei ghborhood.

Daily I awake to the sound of idling
sem -trucks outside of ny house. Wiile this
project isn't about trucks directly, it is
guestionable--it is sonething to be questioned in
relation to the Anbassador Bridge, which wll
have significant inpact on local traffic in the
surroundi ng communities. Wile ny stories and
ot her stores of residents shared here today may
not be considered scientific data, they are
i nval uable in your decision in regard to the
permt application. | am deeply disappointed
that in your reevaluation the Coast Guard is
di sm ssive of the potential inpact of this
project on traffic and the quality of |ife of

residents of the surrounding area.
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Any project of this scale warns a
conprehensi ve anal ysis of the potential inpact of
t he whole comunity and that shoul d take
precedence. | think everyone has val ue but those
living in a shadow and under the bridge should be
given priority given the burden they would have
to bear. Aside fromthe potential traffic issues
this project would bring, there's many other red
flags in the evaluation, which | will address in
ny coments.

As | stated earlier, any project of
this scale warrants an environnental i npact
study, and as a Governnent entity it is the first
responsibility to protect the health and best
interest of the residents in the City of Detroit
and | encourage you to not sell us out in |ight
of what has happened recently in Flint. Your due
diligence is inportant especially with this
project. | would have to say do not fail the
City of Detroit. So often communities of color
and local communities are ignored. Thank you for

your consi deration.
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MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms.
Cast aneda- Lopez. Qur next speaker will be Ms.
Julia Morrissey who will be foll owed by Reverend
Mal i k Shabazz.

M5. MORRISSEY: H, ny nanme is Julia
Morrissey and |'mhere to speak on behal f of
nyself as well as the M chi gan Nurses
Association. Both as a registered nurse and a
not her of two very young children | amvery
concerned that the approval of the bridge is just
noving too swiftly. W have all heard statistics
about the connection between diesel em ssions and
poor heal th outcones.

| would like there to be a focus on
the risks of children who are living in an area
that is already docunented as harnful to their
health. These children are bei ng exposed to
toxins that cause |ifelong problens including
i ncreased asthnma risks. | would respectfully,
very respectfully, suggest that we consider the
damage that has been done to a generation of

children in Flint, Mchigan and how difficult it
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woul d be to deal with the exposure of toxins
after they--after the fact.

W by contrast in this nonent have the
opportunity to prevent a toxic environment from
getting worse. As you know, diesel em ssions are
a known carcinogen. As a nurse |'ve had the
privilege of working with many individuals who
are dealing with cancer. Many, many tines there
i s no known--no non-direct cause to their cancer.
But in the cases where there is a direct |ink,
how many |ives and how nmuch heartache woul d be
saved if we stopped cancer from devel oping in the
first place.

Here we literally have a chance to
prevent cancer and other serious illnesses by
limted exposure to these diesel em ssions. That
is a very powerful opportunity and
responsibility. Every parent, every parent wants
their child to grow up safe and heal thy and have
success in their life, and children shoul d have
the right to that no matter where they live. No

parents would force their child to snoke. How is
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it okay that children would be forced to inhale
toxi c chemcals |ike Benzene just by virtue of
where they live. Children should not have to
struggle with sonmething as basic as being able to
br eat he.

In conclusion, I'mgoing to urge you,
the U S. Coast Guard, to conduct a conplete
updat ed environnental inpact study before making
a decision about this bridge. | urge you to
consi der the econom c cost of increased
hospitalizations, children who cannot succeed in
school and peopl e who are not heal thy enough to
go to work. | urge you first and forenost,

t hough, to think of the lives and the human
potential that would be lost if this plan noves
f orward

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms.
Morrissey. Qur next speaker will be Reverend
Mal i k Shabazz who will be followed by Patrick
Cr ouch.

REVEREND SHABAZZ: G ve an honor to

God. I'd like to thank you all for holding this
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neeting, and | want to thank everyone who cane
out. \Watever your view may be, for or against,
at | east you care. So we should all give
ourselves a hand. Can we do that? At | east
caring and the fact that we have a position. But
ny position is that we need the jobs. W need
the jobs. W need the econom c devel opnent. This
has gone on too long. Enough with the
pussyfooting and the dillydally. W' ve done our
anal ysis. You all have approved it. Al we want
now i s that you issue the permt so that
Detroiters can get to work; so that Detroiters
can spend sonme noney, pay property taxes, becone
honeowners right here where we live.

As was stated earlier, so many
conpani es during what they call the great
recessi on--why don't we just be honest? Wasn't no
great recession; it was a depression. And nost
of us, nost poor people, working class peopl e,
wor ki ng poor people, black and brown people and
even poor whites, we have yet to benefit fromthe

econoni c recovery that is going on now. W need
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the jobs. Let's put Detroiters to work rebuil ding

Detroit, and part of rebuilding Detroit is to

have a new bridge. Once again, | want to thank
you for holding this neeting. | want to thank
you for listening to us. | want to thank you for

al ready approving it. Nowit's only one thing we
want. Issue the permt. Thank you and God bl ess
you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Reverend
Shabazz. Qur next speaker will be M. Patrick
Crouch who will be followed by M. John Prusak.

MR, CROUCH  Again, ny nane is Patrick
Crouch. | think--1 am a resident of 48216, about
five blocks away fromthe bridge; the current
bridge. | think a |lot of residents are being
pai nt ed as bei ng opposed to international bridges
in the nei ghborhood. W're not. W already have
one. | think a lot of us are al so being
portrayed as being against progress. And | think
what we really need to think about as progress is
having healthy air for all of our children. And

we can't put a cost on that.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

68

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

69

| can see the Anbassador Bridge every
night frommny two and half year old son's w ndow
as | put himto bed and | can hear the runbling
noi se fromthe bridge. [|'mthinking about what
his future is. He has the right to have a future
with clean air. And | think about the high
| evel s of asthma that are already in ny
nei ghbor hood. And | get concerned every tine we
go to the doctor that that's going to be the one
that they're going to diagnose himwith., So it's
very inmportant to me that until a full EPA study
is done that we not issue a permt. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Crouch.
Qur next speaker will be M. John Prusak who w ||
be foll owed by Comm ssi oner Ray Basham

MR. PRUSAK: Hello. M nane is John
Prusak. | live in Corktown. |[|'ve been a
resident of Detroit all ny life and the last 31
years in Corktown; that's a long tine. [|I'm
agai nst the proposed bridge until there is nore
studies on the inpact, and it's affecting, as was

just said, it's affecting everyone. W can't see
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it. You can see the trucks, though. |If you're
com ng down Fort Street when you were comng to
this nmeeting, you can see the trucks idling on
the bridge, on the Anbassador Bridge. W're
going to be multiplying that by two or three
times with nore pollution and it's going to
affect all of us. W can't see the pollution
sonetines but it's there. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Prusak.
Qur next speaker will be Ray Basham fol | owed by
Kyl e Brucknar

MR. BASHAM | know ny tine is limted
so | gave ny technical remarks to the
st enographer. But having been fornerly a State
Senat or, now a County Conmi ssioner, |'ve dealt
with this issue. | have watched and observed and
even had conversations about the fifty lawsuits
fromthe International Bridge Conpany trying to
stop the next bridge. Everybody knows we need a
bri dge but we need a public crossing. W need a
public crossing that supports everybody. W need

a freeway-to-freeway connection. Wether we |ike
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it or not, the bridge has to go sonmewhere. This
shoul d not be a bridge to nowhere.

W ndsor is our partner and the public
Crossi ng supports Wndsor and also U S. and
Canada. This bridge does not. |It's a shanme that
we spent 126 mllion dollars of taxpayer noney to
connect to the current property and the owner had
to be actually | ocked up to get himto conply
with the agreenent that he made with MDOT. So we
can go on and on and on, and essentially, if the
Coast CGuard does their job and nakes sure that
t hey have a freeway-to-freeway connection, that

t he environnental inpact studies, current one,

are done then the public crossing will go forward
and it will go forward in the interest of the
publi c.

And if you | ook at the history of the

Anbassador Bridge they have not been good

corporate citizens in any way. | don't predict
that will be good corporate citizens going
forward. It's the only large--there's two

i nternational border crossings that are privately
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owned; one in Mnnesota and this one. This is
one of the busiest bridges in North America. And
they fault--actually, the Governor of the State
of Mchigan had tal ked to President Ghana and
around the M chigan Legislature to nove the
public crossing forward. The public crossing has
support of republicans in Chio, believe it or
not, and Texas but we couldn't get our
Legislature initially to support public crossing.
This is all about themtrying to
mani pul ate the regul ations and strong arnming the
public trying to get what they want, and
essentially we would al ready be crossing the
public crossing. W would be dealing with sone
of the environnmental inpact studies. W wouldn't
be seeing the long lines that we're seei ng today
if they hadn't delayed this public crossing for
ten to fifteen years that they worked on trying
to stop any kind of competition. So, thank you.
My technical comrents | gave to the stenographer.
MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Basham

Qur next speaker will be Kyle Brucknar followed
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by Ms. Gaendol yn Greene.

MR. BRUCKNAR: | want to start by
saying thank you to the Coast Guard. | was
talking to sailors outside in the | obby and |
al ways really enjoyed--can you hear ne now?
Thank you, Coast Guard. M/ nane is Kyle Brucknar
and | want to thank you for recognizing me. | am
a student at Wayne State University Law School
and ny grandparents are from Vernor H ghway so
|*ve been com ng to Sout hwest Detroit for a | ong
tine.

The current environment assessment
contai ns procedural shortfalls and | think the
community deserves a full environnmental inpact
statenment. | think that this permt needs to be
on hold until these issues are addressed. Under
the performances traffic analysis in 2006 and
2014 | question whether or not this permt should
be i ssued and t hought about the Detroit 2014 and
where Detroit is today and will be in the future
and the extent to which we need to consider that

reality.
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Additionally, to talk about the six

| anes of traffic, |I'mjust concerned about the

this point you should do the analysis. This

community is breathing bad air right now and

study tal ks about the small contribution that
this project anticipates to contribute in the
area, but think it's the wong perspective. |

think we want to look at it fromhow far are we

percentage is | arger obviously.
So lastly, it was spoken about the

nodeling in 2014. The point--the fact of the

assess our nobile inpact; the nobile inpact and
the reeval uation that just occurred does not
reflect the current software. | think that's
sonething that really needs to be consi dered.

t hank you for the opportunity to speak and good

ni ght.
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drive will have upon the citizens. So I think at

that's sonething to be very concerned about. The

are into the project and | think you'll find the

matter is the ETA cones out with new software so

that the nost current information is available to
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MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, M. Brucknar.

Qur next speaker will be Ms. Gmendol yn G eene
foll owed by Ms. Debra Wl ker.

M5. GREENE: Good afternoon. My nane
is Grvendolyn Greene and I'd like to thank the
United States Coast CGuard for com ng and
providing sone clarity to such a conpl ex
situation. |'ve been a Detroit citizen for over
53 years. |'ve basically been here through the
good times, the bad tines, the ugly tines;
through it all 1've been here.

|"mactually in support of the bridge
enhancenent project, because | feel like that it
will bring jobs to the City of Detroit. It wll
al so bring jobs to the businesses or it wll
bri ng econom cal increases to the businesses in
Sout hwest Detroit. |'malways in Sout hwest
Detroit. | go and I have lunch so I'mvery much
aware of what's going on in Southwest Detroit.

| think you guys did your job. They
wanted you to do an environnmental assessnent.

You' ve done that so we need to nove forward. | t
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is what it is. Let's nove on. | amin favor of
the bridge. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. G eene.
Qur next speaker will be Ms. Debra Wl ker which
will be followed by M. Ray Starks.

M5. WALKER: Good evening. |'m Debra
VWal ker, a lifetine resident of this wonderful
City of Detroit, currently residing in Corktown.
| | ooked at the Coast Cuard's m ssion statenent.
The first words say to protect the public and the
environnment. Just listening to that | don't know
why we're even here because you need to do a full
envi ronnmental i npact study and you need to do a
recent one and not |ook at this old stuff so you
have peopl e out here being m sgui ded and m sl ed.
So that's what you need to do to protect ne, ny
famly and this nei ghborhood.

The whol e thing about the park; people
keep tal ki ng about they want a park. The park is
com ng. Wen they all cane on the bus; they want
to keep the park. They kept the park. But when

t hey had neetings to plan the park, none of them
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were here to plan Riverside Park. But now

t hey' re back again in our neighborhood. |If
sonebody was trying to put sonething that was
going to be polluting their neighborhood in their
backyard where woul d--1 would be there to support
not doing that. But this is here.

They have the highest incidents of
asthma and lung disease in the City of Detroit.
It is a proven fact that environnental
cat astrophes happen nore in nei ghbor hoods of
brown peopl e throughout the country. Wy do we
continue to allow this kind of thing to happen?
| f somebody wants to tal k about a City Council
person lying in witing, Cty Council person, |I'm
not sayi ng his nane, George Cushingberry, said
the residents of the Gty of Detroit support
this; that's a lie. Because |I'ma resident of
the City of Detroit and | do not support this.

You need to stick to your m ssion and
do those three words that we've all heard
recently. Do your job. Because the people keep

tal ki ng about we need jobs. There is a bridge
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com ng. Wrk over there. Council person told you
how to get a job there. Talk about the park; the
park is going to be opening. People keep talking
about the city needs these things. |1'mgoing to
say at what cost? Not at the cost of ny |ungs.

So I'mjust asking you; |'m begging
you, and | shouldn't have to. Because you're
paid with ny tax dollars, so you do your job.

You do your due diligence. You keep us safe.
You keep us all safe and you do the right thing
and do not allowthis permt. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Wal ker.
Qur next speaker will be M. Ray Starks foll owed
by M. Thomas Gal ea.

MR. STARKS: Good evening. Ray Starks
here. | want to give a special thank you to the
Coast Guard. You guys do a wonderful job. It
seens to be that when it cones to change there's
fear. You know, by adding a new bridge, the
econoni ¢ val ue, yes; there are concerns about
safety and health, but that's like that all over

the world. There's concern about air, water, all
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that; we get that. But when peopl e oppose things
that will beautify the City of Detroit and give
jobs to the people, | don't understand that.
Peopl e are crying out for work and they need
hel p.

So things will cone and bring people
tothis city as this bridge and the shops and the
areas in southwest and the nom and pop stores, |
| ook forward to that. |'ma traveler too. |
like to travel around the world, but | don't want
to go into an area that's been decrepit with
not hing there. You build sonething beautiful,
people, like the lady said, there's change,
there's hope. You can see it at face value. It's
time for a change. Build the bridge. Let's nove
f orward

| want to have a sense of when | wal k
through the Gty of Detroit | want to be proud.
The Coast CGuard, you guys do an awesone job. You
ri sk your lives. |f anybody know about air
guality and water, it's you. | don't know about

those things. But | do know if we build this
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bri dge and jobs, bring people to a sense of
saying that their city is comng back, I'mall
for it. It's a lot of people that do, you know,
we support this.

It's not about whose pointing blane
and finger and tax dollars and all that. That's
irrelevant right now Beautify the city. GCet
peopl e noving. Get people's spirits uplifted.
Let's join together, unify, harnony and let's put
all this aside and nove forward. |It's tine to
nove forward. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Starks.
Qur next speaker will be M. Thomas Gal ea
fol |l oned by Sinbne Sagovac.

MR GALEA: Hello. 1'm Tom Gal ea and
|'"'m 62 years old born, raised and still live in
Detroit, Southwest Detroit. | live closer than
anybody here. | live one block fromthe
Anbassador Bridge. Right on the corner of Fort
Street and West Grand Boul evard. Crest Mtel; ny
house i s next door to that, 151 West G and

Boul evard. Next to that is an Apartnent with 24
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units and I own that. Ten years ago the news
canme by driving around. They stopped ne and
asked me what did | think. | said it's his
noney. Let himbuild the bridge. The only
reason the air pollution, people don't
understand, the only reason air pollution is so
much is because it takes so long to get across
the bridge and all the trucks are wasting gas.

Nunmber two, |'mnot for the CGordie
Howe bridge even though it's fine if they build
it because it ain't our bridge. |It's a Canadi an
bridge. So if you all want some jobs you don't
know what you tal king about. Wen they build
this bridge over here it's going to be Anmerican
| abor, it's American jobs. They will use
Anerican steel, Anerican cement, Anerican stock
and he's already for it.

| don't like the guy personally. He's
made a few mstakes in his life; the guy who owns
the bridge. People work for him have a few
problens. | personally don't Iike himeither.

But you know what? What's it got to do with that?
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That's a Canadi an bridge down there, Gordie Howe.
My great, great, great, great, great grand kids
ain't gonna see a penny fromthat bridge. That's
a Canadi an bridge. They use Canadi an | abor,
steel, cenment and everything. Only people gonna
make out down there are the people that buy their
houses and their property.

Here he's all ready. Only problem
down here we're 20 years too late. W should
have had that bridge 20 years ago. The only
reason he never fixed that--1"mnot getting paid
to do none of this. Keep in mnd, ny apartnent
building is full with 20 people on the waiting
list. M notel is full every day. He ain't
gonna help nme a bit. Ain't none of this bridge
gonna give ne a penny in ny pocket anyway. [|'m
not here to get paid for nothing. He don't need
nmy noney to build a bridge. It has nothing to do
with him

I"'mtelling it the way it is. People
are fooled. People think that down here they're

gonna get a job. There ain't gonna be no job. If
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you want a job, let that man, Manuel Moroun,
build his bridge with his noney. Let M chigan
use the noney to fix the roads, the cenent, our
schools, to fix Flint. The mssionis to fix
their water in Flint and all that. They don't
need to build a bridge. Let himuse his billion
dollars to build the bridge. In Mchigan use
their noney. This has been going on for years
and years and years. |It's all a bunch of
bul l shit. Let thembuild the bridge and post the
permt.

The lung problem that's because al
the trucks are backed up. A famly got killed
two nont hs ago because the trucks are stopped on
| -75. She had a bunch of kids in the car and the
car ran into the back of the truck and all the
famly was killed right on I1-75. 1t al npst
happened to ne because all of a sudden | say
dam, the truck stopped. So they need that
bri dge. They should have had it 20 years ago.
| "' mone hundred percent for the bridge.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Gal ea.
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MR. GALEA: Thank you very nuch.
Thank you for everything. And if there's any
guestions everybody knows where |'mat. | been
here all nmy life, 62 years.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you. Qur next
speaker is Ms. Sinone Sagovac foll owed by M.
Scott Brines.

M5. SAGOVAC. Thank you. M nane is
Si nrone Sagovac. |'ma resident in this community
where 1've lived for 25 years a few bl ocks from
the entrance of the Anbassador Bridge. The
envi ronnental assessnent conducted as a basis for
this project is outdated. The traffic
projections are not accurate. The full
envi ronnment al i npact study that was conpl eted for
the other bridge, the Gordie Howe Bridge,
i ndi cates nore than a double | ane of truck
traffic.

W have concern about diesel em ssions
exposure for any such devel opnent. Residents in
this community of course want jobs, but how

devel opnents are done natters to protect
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comunities. |n our comunity in Southwest
Detroit we have the highest concentration of
children in the Gty of Detroit. The highest
nunber of children that are under age five.

Resi dents, adults in the ZIP code that includes

t he Anbassador Bridge have asthma hospitalization
rates three times the rates of residents in the
State of Mchigan and that ZIP code's nmjor

i ndustry is the bridge.

W have residents getting asthma in
their 40s, 50s and 60s in the conmunity. It is
hi ghly unusual but not for us. W have nany
severe health conplications. The University of
M chigan did a long termair and health study,
various studies, on Southwest Detroit. They
found the hi ghest associ ati on between
concentration of nobile source pollution and
i ncreased hi gh bl ood pressure which |eads to
heart attacks and premature death. No permt
shoul d be granted by the U S. Coast Guard wi thout
a full environnmental inpact study in order to

guarantee that the inpact to the |Iocal comunity
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are assessed and the protections are addressed.

The bridge conpany proposes to keep
open the existing Arbassador Bridge for overfl ow
or special events, which could be ten |anes of
use as you've heard. This alone requires an
environnment al inpact study; as the project at six
| anes or possibly ten lanes is not a replacenent
for the four |ane bridge. Any devel opnent
project of this magnitude requires necessary
protections for our residents in our comunity,
which | woul d expect to protect residents in any
community in the City of Detroit where you al so
face devel opnment projects |like we do tine and
ti me again.

So | thank you for your strong
consideration for these cormments, and as you
consi der the proposed international devel opnent
you nust fully consider and agree that the air
and water protections with a current and adequate
assessnent of the affected conmunities or both
sides of the border. Please do not cut corners.

Do not waive anything through. W need all our

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

86

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

agencies to provide the greatest protection for
us. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Sagovac.
Qur next speak will be M. Scott Brines foll owed
by Lamar WI I i ams.

MR. BRINES: Thank you. | think our
| ast speaker was very thorough in outlining the
health issues. Qur comrunity knows maj or
i ndustrial and transportation and this bridge, if
you approve this permt, will allow nore of that
pol lution into our neighborhood and we can't have
that right now W have to assess it properly.
There's a regional transportation study that
shoul d i nclude this bridge.

There shoul d be an environnental
i mpact study done on this, again, updated. There
should also be a wait until the land transfer is
conpl ete, and we need a health inpact study to
show the inpacts that are current right now Wth
all this cumul ative pollution we keep addi ng and
addi ng and adding, it's a problem It's a

probl em for the young children that are trying to
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| earn. You can't |earn when you are experiencing
all these health issues.

So, in the name of progress and jobs,
whi ch are created when we do try to protect each
other. Wth new technol ogy you can do diese
em ssions reductions prograns. There's all Kkinds
of opportunities with this bridge instead of just
sayi ng shove it through. There's been a | ot of
msinformation. |It's really horrible to see the
m sinformation that's spread around in this room
Peopl e that are shipped in to speak on behal f of
a man that does not care about the inpact he's
having on the conmunity here.

There are no buffers between what you
see right now and there's no roomfor buffers.
Wen we're tal ki ng about expanding a bridge,
where are you going to put the buffers? There's
nothing there right now It's in your face, and
it's really unpleasant for a lot of us that |ive
down here. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Brines.

Qur next speaker is M. Lamarr WIllianms who w ||
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be foll owed by Ms. Lauren Thomas.

MR WLLIAM It's always an honor to
speak in the house of the Lord. M nane is
Lamarr Wllianms. |1'ma Detroit resident. |'ma
regul ar volunteer with the Marcus Garvey Movenent
and probably nost inportantly |I'ma supporter of
this bridge project. Part of what we do as
volunteers is we fight crine. W help the police
do their job. W're fighting a losing battle
when people in the conmunities don't have | obs.
So we need these jobs and we need these jobs now.
We don't need a | ong drawn out process.

| too have concerns about people in
t he surroundi ng conmunity, and | give ny support
wi th the understanding that the tests have been
done on the air and they have been done on the
soil and that the people are being told the
truth. On those basis, | give ny support. W

need the jobs. Let's get this permt approved.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, M. WIIians.

Qur next speaker will be Ms. Lauren Thomas

foll owed by M. Ti mKethman.
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M5. THOVAS: Thank you so nuch for
having us; to the Coast Guard. It was |less than
a nonth ago not very far fromwhere we are right
now there were over a thousand residents
concerned about the em ssions of the air fromthe
Marat hon Q| Refinery. And once again we have
residents fromthe City of Detroit, black and
brown, and not very rich people, begging for our
own humanity saying to the powers that be please
consider the air that we are breathing; that our
children are breathing. It is nore than just oh
a nice shiny new bridge.

We have such a beautiful, beautiful
riverfront and there is so nmuch potential with it
even nore, but the citizens of the City deserve
to have a quality of life that matches the beauty
of the riverfront. W do have a bridge that is
com ng; that they already tal ked about jobs and
things. W do have to consider who we are
tal ki ng about; a coupl e other people have
menti oned that before.

Why should we continue to allow rules
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to be bent for a conpany that has disregarded the
ext ended needs of the citizens of Detroit? The
bri dge conpany is the largest blight offender in
the City of Detroit. And it is not just this
nei ghbor hood. You can | ook--there's a map. You
can find--you can |l ook at properties on the east
side of Detroit and other parts of the west side
of Detroit that are dil apidated and blighted. And
what do they do? Do they go fix it? Do they hire
us to go denolish it? Do they use those billions
of dollars that they're so eagerly and so
generously wanting to use for this bridge? Are
t hey enploying us to take care of those? No. Wat
do they do? They get a blight ticket. They pay
it off. That's what they do.

Oh, and they've got one of the | argest
buildings in the country and they add Wl | si de
W ndows and we're supposed to |ine up and be
excited about that? This is who we're dealing
with, and we do have to consider that all noney
I s not good noney, and we have to renenber that.

We have to renmenber the damage that this conpany
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has done. W can tal k about Riverside Park and
we can tal k about what happened to Riverside
Park? What was there before? Wio shut down

Ri verside Park? Can we tal k about that? Because
this is the same conpany. W have to | ook at

t hat .

W cannot just say oh a new bridge and
new jobs, no. Wi is it that's so generously
goi ng to supposedly give us this when they
haven't been doing that? They haven't been taking
care the of bridge that's there now. Wy shoul d
we believe--who would trust that? Since when do
we trust billionaires over everything el se? Since
when?

And, in ternms of the ful
envi ronnment al i npact study, we do, | believe,
have to consi der the nei ghborhood that we are in.
This part of Detroit is a very neglected part of
Detroit along with, |like we tal ked about, the
Mar at hon Refinery. And we have to consider the
full inpact of the residents of this neighborhood

and the entire City. Thank you so mnuch
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MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Thonmas.
Qur next speaker is Tim Kethman who will be
foll owed by M. Thomas Donbr oski .

MR. KETHVAN: |'m agai nst the bridge.
| "' m agai nst the bridge. Were do you think all
t hose jobs are going to conme? You think Manuel
Moroun is gonna give you a job? Manuel Mbroun
ain't gonna give you no job. He's letting the
bridge fall apart that he owns right now He
spent thirty mllion dollars on m sinformation

telling people they are going to get condenmed

out of their houses. Bull; bull. Al right. I'm
against the twin span. |'mfor the Gordi e Howe
Bri dge.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, M. Kethnan.
Qur next speaker will be M. Thomas Donbrosk
foll owed by Ms. Vanessa Moss.

MR, DOVBROSKI: Thank you for allow ng
me to speak on this occasion. M nane is Tom
Donbroski. |I'ma resident--longtinme resident of
Sout hwest Detroit. | would like to speak about

the twi n Arbassador Bridge. There are sone
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present and not present but | would |like to speak
about the twi n Anbassador bridge that favor or
di sagree with this expansion. | shall not dwell
on either position, but shall deal nore with the
past exploits of DIBC that have been public,
verbal and orally. | have lost track of the
nunerous | awsuits of alleged wong or clains.

The second bridge issues being
constructed is not needed. These |awsuits have
been in either the Federal or State Court
including District Court inthe Gty of Detroit.
One exanple is the claimthat DI BC was a federal
instrunmentality. Qur Federal Governnent took
this bridge conpany to court for this. The end
result was DIBC lost its case. | could give
ot her court cases but tinme is limted and others
have to speak. So |I shall give a small fact of
all of the various |awsuits brought by the bridge
conpany, the one loss ratio have been at a rate
of .083 percent.

Now | shall tal k about the Gateway

Project. Here we have a conpany at MDOT as
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contractual partners in the construction of a
project to enhance the ingress and egress between
Detroit and W ndsor being the Anbassador Bri dge.
The bridge conpany cl ai ned that NMDOT changed the
specifications of the original drawings. |In that
contract they never presented any proof to
substanti ate such clains then or now.

Two of the officers were sent to jail
for not obeying the Court ruling. The DIBC did
not conply; it's immterial. 1In conclusion, |
want to ask this panel one question. |If you wll
take a wolf and put it into sheep's clothing what

do you have? Thank you and have a good day.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, M Donbr oski .

Qur next speaker is Vanessa Mdss foll owed by M.
Phillip G eene.

M5. MOSS: Thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. | support the
bui | di ng of the Anbassador Bridge. It will help
put hundreds of Detroiters to work and provide a
great econom c boost to existing small business

i n Southwest Detroit. |In extensive testinony
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researchers study over the course of several
nont hs Mayor Duggan and an overwhelmng najority
of the Detroit City Council voted in favor of
allowing land to be used for the construction of
t he second span of the Anbassador Bri dge.

The EPA approved the construction of
t he second span of the Anbassador Bridge. The
M chi gan Departnment of Environmental Quality
approved the second span of the Ambassador
Bridge. And, their great expertise and w de
range of study, the U S. Coast Guard scientists
and its | eaders, determ ned that that second span
of the Anbassador Bridge qualified for an
envi ronnment al anal ysis; not an environnent al
i npact. The Coast Guard has conpl eted the
environnmental analyst. This project has been
hel d up | ong enough. Detroiters deserve to nove
forward on this issue. Thank you.

MR, GARNEAU:. Thank you, Ms. Mbss.
Qur next speaker will be M. Robert Sterling
followed by M. M ke Hodge. After M. Hodge, as

we announced at the begi nning of the neeting,
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we're going to take a ten-mnute recess. |Is M.
Sterling here? I"'msaying Sterling. It's hard to
read. Robert, | think it's Sterling. Speaker

51. Is M. M ke Hodge, Speaker Nunber 52? Is M.
Philip Greene here, Speaker 53. Based on the
time | think after M. Geen we'll take that
recess.

MR. GREENE: Good evening. M nane is
Philip G eene. Wen | cane here in the front
door they had these pages out there in the front.
On the top it says United States Coast Cuard Fact
Sheet. But | keep hearing everybody sayi ng
sonet hi ng about an environnmental analysis. |
think this fact sheet says there was an
environnmental analysis in 2009, 2012 and again in
2016. | nean, what nore can we ask for fromthe
United States Coast Guard. | think this bridge
that 1'min support of would definitely bring
jobs to the City of Detroit; jobs that are well
needed. We know we need jobs. | don't know
anybody that's working for the Canadi an Bridge.

| heard sonebody talk to nme about,
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that came up here to this mc, and said that it's
conpared the situation to that of Flint, and then
yet and still they supported the sane guy that's
responsi ble for the situation in Flint with this
other bridge. So | don't know what's going on,
and | don't know what ya'll thinking about, but |
definitely support this new expansion of this
bri dge.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. G een.
So what we're going to do nowis take a
ten-mnute recess. When we return at
approximately 7:10 we'll start back up with Ms.
Chri stine Jenson.

(OFf the record at 6:58 p.m)

(Back on the record at 7:11 p.m)

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you. |If | could
have Ms. Christine Jenson pl ease approach the
m crophone. She will be followed by Ms. Janice
Wal ker. As we start back up I'd like to rem nd
everybody that if you choose to you can al so
still submt witten corments at the back. W

have witten comment sheets at the back table. If
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you're followi ng al ong by nunbers by any chance,
we have had people pull out because of how far
they still had to wait and so | just wanted to
put that out there. Do we have Ms. Jenson here?
And then Jani ce Wal ker, Speaker Number 54,
foll oned by Speaker Number 55. [I'Il give a
nonent. Okay. Next speaker is Ms. Janice
Wal ker. Also not present. W'IIl start with M.
Mary M nock.

M5. M NOCK: Good evening. M/ nane is
Mary M nock. Sonme of what | amgoing to say is
redundant. First of all, | wasn't paid 75
dollars to be here and | wasn't bussed in. |
grew up on Clark Street. | grew up on dark
Street. | can see the Anbassador Bridge sign
every norning of ny life, every evening of ny
life. And now!l amliving two bl ocks fromthe
entrance to the Anbassador Bridge and two bl ocks
from Ri versi de ParKk.

| am old enough to renenber the
Anbassador Bridge when it wasn't privately owned.

| "' mnot suggesting we go back to that tine. W
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can't. But I'malso old enough to not renenber
the second thing I was going to say, so |'l
continue with the first thing. A lot of this has
been said and I'Il just try to put it in nmy own
words. The Anmbassador Bridge Conpany has a
horrible track record. They've done things--they
bui |l d--they buy up houses, they tear them down
and then say well there's no nei ghborhood here.

| f you consider the difference between the

Aneri can side and the Canadi an side where they
were not allowed to do that for a long tinme, we
have concrete, wall to wall concrete. W have
streets that have been bl ocked off for years. W
have strange turns; everything for the

conveni ence of the bridge conpany.

In Wndsor they started the sane
shenani gans and they now have boarded up houses
in Wndsor but the City refused to have themtorn
down. What they m ght do, because people are
sayi ng these are boarded up houses, they should
come down. Thy are an eye sore. There's never

ever any consideration of what's fair. There's
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never any consideration of trade. The |ast
trade--the trade that's happening right now They
put fake windows in the train station. Those are
supposed to be pane wi ndows. Every other
hi storic building has to have pane w ndows. They
just have strip on's but they get away with it.
| think that those of us who live close really
are very weary of that.

| renmenber ny second point. |'malso
ol d enough to renmenber Riverside Park al so known
as the Boul evard Dock where there were flower
beds all over the place; where it was a wonderf ul
pl ace where everybody in the nei ghborhood went
down there when it was hot in the sunmer and they
had the ice creamtruck and all that. | have
never seen the bridge do anything to encourage
that kind of comunity involvenent. So |'m weary
and | do not support the second span.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. M nock.
| want to apol ogi ze on this nane Veronica
Caceres. Veronica Caceres, Speaker 57. She'll be

foll owed by M. Joe Rashid
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M5. CACERES. Good afternoon. M nane
is Veronica Caceres. | amthe president of the
Hi spani ¢ United Spani sh Workers of Detroit. W
are here to represent the nmenbers of our
comuni ty; Hi spanic working community. W are in
position to thank you to give us the opportunity
to express our opposition and we are against the
permt for building of the bridge. W work in
our sector of safety and health. W see ten
percent of the jobs that the bridge will bring to
Detroit. |It's nothing conpared to the inpact
that it's going to have in the community, the
negati ve inpact, because according to the studies
that were done in the university, Detroit is one
of the nost polluted cities in the country.

There's too nmuch pollution, too nuch
contam nation. Anericans, we |ose incone. |
don't know how the process will work. The
Hi spanic community is one of the nost vul nerable
ones. Many Hi spani c workers di ed because of
health problens. The trucks will rise the

chem cals in the environment that already sits
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there. | ama nother and ny children have been
i nvol ved in many prograns.

| don't think that building of the
bridge is a positive thing for the community for
the negative inpact it will have on the
comunity. People have to take the opportunity
that they have to do deeper study of the good
things for the coormunity. Because | don't think
the bridge will be the best for the comunity.
Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, Ms. Caceres.
Qur next speaker will be M. Joe Rashid foll owed
by M. Geg Ward.

MR. RASH D: Hi, good evening. Thank
you U S. Coast CGuard for being here and hosting
us tonight. M nane is Joe Rashid and |'ma
lifelong resident of the City of Detroit. W
need a full environnmental statenent done for this
bri dge. W have sone of the worst air quality in
the State here in the City of Detroit and
especially here in Southwest Detroit and we need

that full environnmental inpact study done. The
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DI BC has not been a good corporate citizen
They' ve destroyed entire communities and have

cl osed Riverside Park for the better part of the
| ast 15 years and falsely put up signs stating
that it was due to in the nanme of honel and
security.

The reality is the DNR and the
Nat i onal Park Service has to approve the | and
bef ore they can even build a bridge and t hat
hasn't been done yet. So this conversation
should be had at a | ater date when they' ve gotten
t he proper approvals that they need to actually
build the second span. Until then this is a npot
conversation. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Rashid.
Qur next speaker will be M. Geg Ward fol | owed
by M. DeMarcus Tayl or.

MR. WARD: Thank you very nuch for
com ng here. |'ve actually been working with the
Coast Cuard for the last 25 years. | operate a
small maritime operation. And the thing I'm

encour aged before Coast Guard today is that the
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Coast Cuard al ways has rules and follow rules.
You reqgul arly inspect and al ways carry your rule
book. |'m happy to see the guys here because
it's what you guys do and you do so well. In the
Abeyance Letter from 2009 you specifically quote
33 CFR 115.15 which states a special care will be
taken if Federal approval is not granted when
there is doubt that there is the right to build
and utilize the bridge.

To be able to construct the Anbassador
Bridge twin span, which will result in a ten-I|ane
bridge crossing the Detroit River, the bridge
conpany nust have a legal right to build the
bridge and maintain air rights on public property
known as Riverside Park. This is being addressed
supposedly between the City of Detroit and the
Detroit International Bridge Conpany. This wll
require approval of the National Park Service and
the M chigan Departnment of Natural Resources to
use Riverside Park for non-recreational purposes.

The approval of the conversion is not

guaranteed and this should give you doubt there
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is a current right of the building to construct
the bridge. The DNR in fact has already stated
in aletter to the U S. Coast Guard that they are
guote not likely to approve the conversion. This
shoul d gi ve you doubt of the current right of the
buil der to construct and utilize the bridge. The
approval process can take years to be granted and
many things can occur to change the proposed
project during that tinme delay. This should give
you doubt that the current--of the current right
of the builder to construct and utilize the

bri dge.

A critical conponent of the |and
change agreenment between Detroit and the bridge
conpany is to exchange of land to repl ace
Ri versi de Park. In the conversion process the
City nust prove to the National Park Service and
the DNR that the | and bei ng exchanged is of equal
value to Riverside or better. The |and proposed
in this exchange is currently occupi ed under
| ease. It's the Detroit News WArehouse property.

This property is currently under |ease until July
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31, 2018. It is not known if the current | essor
will surrender the property on July 31, 2018.

The tinmeline for the denolition work
on the Detroit News Warehouse site is 120 days
from when the | ease ends on July 31, 2018; or
nore specifically, the denolition worker wll
probably start on Novenber 28th of 2018; that's
two and a half years fromnow The | and exchange
agreenent specifically gives the bridge conmpany
addi tional tine before the start of the
denolition process anticipating the potenti al
need to evict tenant. This shoul d give you doubt
that the current right of the building to
construct and utilize the bridge. On the
denolition--okay. Well, | will submt the rest
of ny comments.

But the point is that they do not own
the land. There's a |lot of questions. WII they
be able to acquire the land; and therefore, 33
CFR 115. 15 should rule the decision. Thank you.

MR, GARNEAU:. Thank you, M. Ward.

The next speaker will be M. DeMarcus Tayl or
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foll owed by Kamari MHenry.

MR. TAYLOR Before | start to speak
| have to thank God for being in his house just
another day. | would like to start by saying
that | do approve and | do support the bridge
bei ng made and | support it for many years. |
under st and everybody tal king about the air
guality and everything. But what you have to
under st and that once those trucks conme across,
and like it says in the fact sheets, they are all
on one platform which neans no matter what you
have to say, another bridge being put in place
will make it quicker. If you want to prevent all
t hese di seases that everyone's tal king about and
t he cancer and everything, then let this bridge
conme into place. Let us build this bridge. Thank
you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Tayl or.
Qur next speaker M. Kamari MHenry foll owed by
M. Steve Tobocman.

MR. MCHENRY: | just want to say give

Honor to God who is the head of nmy life. | just
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want to say | amin support of the second span of
t he Anbassador Bridge because the jobs it wll
bring to the CGty. And also the attention the
City will get because of the bridge. | also
support the bridge because Detroit is on the cone
back and I want this bridge to be a major part of
this come back. | say let's do this and let's
make the bridge.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. MHenry.
Next speaker will be M. Steve Tobocman.

MR. TOBOCMAN. Good evening. M/ nane
is Steve Tobocman. 1've been a honeowner about
two bl ocks away fromthe Anbassador Bridge for 15
years. | was the State Representative. |'ma
recovering politician. One of the reasons |'m
recovering is fromthe really bad governance
we' ve had around our transportation
i nfrastructure and border issues. And, frankly,
the fact that we're sitting today | think is
evi dence of nore than public policy.

| would urge you to treat your job

seriously about the things you have to review on
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here. |I'mnot clear but this is not a zoning
hearing for just opening up a restaurant or a
comerci al establishnent. W' re tal king about
the world's nost val uabl e border cross. W're
t al ki ng about construction that could inpact a
maj or navi gabl e wat erway that has deep
environnmental inplications should there be

m st akes and there are drops in the river;
hazar dous wastes, et cetera.

And to think we're processing a perm:t
today, that these two children weren't even born
the last tine we had a hearing--and | hope they
| ook at the over four hundred comrents that were
made the last time we had a public hearing on
this exact permt. W've had officials |eave
your office at the Coast Guard to go work for the
applicant here. W've had |awsuits filed and the
fact that you coul d possibly process sonething in
2016 based on traffic studies that's al nost a
decade ol d, based on the Anbassador Gat eway
Proj ect.

This isn't about people who we |ike,
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who we don't like. | supported the Gateway
Project. It was a project that this applicant had
to go tojail for to conplete their end of the
bargain. And for you not to restart this process
and not to conduct a full environnmental inpact
statement under NEMA, and for this project to be
di vided over a decade of different environnental
heari ngs and processes to rely upon the Gateway
Project; to rely on issues that are over--that
are seven years old to make your deci sions today,
| don't see how you can do that.

Moreover, this is an applicant that
does not today cannot build this project under
the | aw, does not have the right to the property.
This is why we're sitting here eight years | ater
processing this is; is because he didn't have the
right then. This is their fault that we're
sitting here in 2016 tal king about this; not
yours. And until they have that right | don't
know why we're processing this. There's been
litigation filed and there are a nyriad of

al | egati ons around this.
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| hope and pray that you | ook at all
the conments that were filed at the last public
hearing at the last round of this. | know the
deci si on was nade because they didn't own the
property to stop the process then. But a |ot of
time is spent--we spend a |lot of tinme talking
about the segnentation, which is a violation of
Federal Law to take a project like this and have
mul tiple different processes each considered in
part rather than the whol e consi dered all
together. And that is what's happened here and
that's a perversion of our environnental |aws.
That's a perversion of the Anerican process. It's
a perversion of due process to this community and
| hope you will do your job and order a ful
environnmental with all the facts at one tine
based on current evidence.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, M. Tobocman.
Qur next speaker will be M. Jon MIler foll owed
by M. Vic Abla.

MR MLLER Well, | sure hate to have

to followthat. That was beautiful. M nane is
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Jon MIller. | live in the nei ghborhood

i medi ately adjacent to the current bridge and
al nost in what would be the footprint of the
proposed bridge. | want to strongly urge you to
reject this permt for three reasons.

The first--nost of these have already
been spoken to so forgive ne. The first is that
the current bridge is a substantial contributor
to all kinds of environnental inpacts on the
residents of the neighborhood in terns of air
pol lution, noise, dirt, congestion; and those
will be increased by an order of magnitude if
this new bridge is put in place. Partly because
of the increase in traffic and partly because of
the positioning it will bring closer to the
exi sting nei ghbor hood.

The second thing is about Riverside
Park, this is our only existing access to the
wat erfront on the west side beyond downtown. To
give residents of the City access to the river is
the only point to do that.

The third point is that there's
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absolutely no public justification for this
proj ect whatsoever. W have the Anbassador
Bridge. W're going to have the Gordi e Howe
Bridge. The only rationale for this bridge, the
proposal existing, is to increase the profit--the
coffers of the Detroit International Bridge
conpany. And to approve this project for that
reason would be a violation of the rights of the
citizens of this Cty and our nei ghborhood. So |
urge you to reject this permt. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Mller.
Qur next speaker is M. Vic Abla followed by M.
Davi d Hannah.

MR. ABLA: Thank you. | also live in
t he nei ghbor hood even cl oser than the last two
speakers. |'mabout a block fromthe bridge and
| urge you to turn down this permt. | devel oped
asthma sonme tinme since | noved into the
nei ghbor hood and | can only imagine it's
attributable, at least in part, to the poor air
guality caused by all the truck traffic. | urge

you to do the full environnental inpact
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statenment, as you've heard nmany tines over
tonight, for the full effects of all the issues
i n the nei ghborhood and the proposed as well as
exi sting industry.

| also have twin girls alnbst two
years old. | don't want themto have to dea
with this air quality issue growing up. | can't
i magi ne what it would be like to hear the words
t hey' ve been di agnosed with asthnma and | urge you
to do the full environmental statenent.

A lot of the supporters seened to have
| eft early, | guess, but as they spoke about
proposed jobs, we want that too for the
nei ghborhood. |f the bridge conpany was the
answer we woul d have had it many years ago; naybe
45, 50 years and you see what Fort Street | ooks
like. So yes we want jobs. W want economnic
devel opnment too, but this is not going to bring
it.

Lastly, | also heard a | ot of wasting
hours on this and as they don't have the |egal

authority to have the right to the land yet. The
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State Departnent of National Park Service still
has to weigh in. They're not going to because
there's nothing in front of themas far as | know
right now So why are we here tonight? Wiy this
permt is being considered in this nonent is
beyond ne. But | inplore you to do the full
environnental statenment and to turn down this
permt. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Abla. The
next speaker will be M. David Hannah fol |l owed by
M. Paul Pal azollo. Last call for M. Hannah.

Is M. Palazollo here? Last call for M. Pal
Pal azol | 0. Next speaker, Angelo Brown. M.
Angel o Brown will be followed by Ms. C ara Deck.

MR. BROWN. Thank you, Coast Guard,
for being here and the opportunity to speak and |
just pray ny words be respectful. | love
Anmerica, ny fellow Arericans. | |ove the
denocratic systemthat we have and through that
we can have capitalists, which have dreans. The
Ameri can dreanms cones fromcapitalists; people

who are able to get jobs, businesses and
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acconplish things. That's our Anerican dream

| was thinking if King Sol onon was
here, you know, you'd have to split this; maybe
he would split it and say well have both bridges.
You know, split it in half. |'m concerned about
Ameri cans who are working with another country to
stop Anericans fromdoing things. | |ove
everybody. | |ove Canada.

I f you want to tal k about peopl e doing
wrong you can tal k about Governor G anhol m and
when they were bringing that contam nation stuff
over here burying it and we had to deal with
that. We can talk about the last time we had a
falling out with Canada they burned down our
capitol and that was back in the great old days
or sonet hing; back when you had forests. They
still say we stole Detroit fromthem But I'm
concerned--and if we're going to be partners
let's really be partners; half and half. | would
| ove that. Half and half; we own half, they own
half. W get half of the revenue; they get half.

But don't tell us fifty to forty years we can buy
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in and say free, free, free.

Now, every word about pollution; you
know, sounds |ike sonebody is saying there's a
guy snoking on the right side and we'd rather
have one snoking on the left side. Get rid of
the bridge. It would be funny if you guys got
rid of all of the bridges and then we could
breat he so good then. It's |ike we're favoring
this side and favoring that side, but we do have
to--if it comes down to noney who is going to pay
taxes? You know, that's a part of owning things
in Arerica. You pay taxes. You create jobs. But
who is going to pay the nost taxes to this side
here? You know, who has been creating jobs, you
know. We want to bring it right down to the
ni ckel s and di nes.

But we've got to be respectful and
| ove one another. And when we want to tal k about
partnership, it's got to be equal. Fifty to
forty years we get to buy in? That doesn't sound,
you know. We want this international--this joint

venture. Let's really have it be half and half
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or let's just keep things the way they are or
maybe even get rid of all the bridges except for
Belle Isle where we can ride by and enjoy the
park but let's be fair. So thanks for the
opportunity to be here and I hope we can conti nue
to respect one another and | ove one anot her and
not be so nmean to each other and be fair.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Brown.
Qur next speaker will be Ms. C ara Deck foll owed
by LaTanya and |"'mnot sure if it's Martin or St.
Martin.

M5. DECK: Hi, thanks for letting ne
speak today. | wasn't going to talk tonight. |I'm
a nei ghbor fromabout a mle away across the
river. So | lived in Wndsor. | work over here.
| pay taxes here so | have a right to speak
tonight. Wat | really want to do is counteract
sone of the speaking points that were brought up
earlier that we need a world class bridge. W
have a world class bridge that the current owners
are failing to restore and failing to nmaintain on

a daily basis. Cone to Wndsor, see all the
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properties that the bridge conpany owns in

W ndsor; see the derelict properties the that
they own across our city as well as yours. They
are bad corporate citizen on both sides of the
border and they should not be supported in this.

People talk about that it's 90 years
old and it needs to be replaced. Howold is the
CGol den Gate Bridge? How well naintained is that?
That is a world class structure if | ever saw
one. They can nake this Ambassador Bridge world
cl ass.

So, again, everybody has al ready
spoken and | thank all the proponents--all the
opponents, that is, who have spoken nuch nore
el oquently than | can. | just want to say that |
do not support this and |I hope that you do the
full environmental inpact rather than cut corners
and- - yeah, thank you.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you. Qur next
speaker will be Ms. LaTanya Martin foll owed by
Mari a Cabrera.

M5. MARTIN.  Thank you, Coast Guard,
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for giving ne the opportunity to speak to you

guys tonight. I'mquite sure you're tired and
ready to get home to your famlies. It has been
a long day, | guess. |'ve been waiting here
diligently to speak. You know, | don't really

want to piggy back off of anything that anybody
says tonight; that's not what |"'mhere for. 1|'m
sinply here for you guys to approve the permt.
W want to tal k about abandoned and
blight in the City of Detroit. Snyder has taken
care of that. Snyder has shut down the Detroit
Public Schools. He has taken the right away from
the el ected school board to do their job. It's
so nmuch stuff that's going on in this City and in
this State. There are nore things to be
concerned about than sonebody trying to get a
permt to build a bridge. What's wong with
bui l ding a bridge? You guys have al ready approved
it. You approved it already. How much |onger is
it going to take? Is it going to take 20 nore
years, 40 nore years, 60 nore years? W need to

get it down and we need to get it done now. W
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need j obs.

You know what, the crine rate, since
Chief Craig has been in office, the crine rate
has went down a little. Duggan is starting the
Summer Youth Program |'m51 years old. M
first job was a Sunmer Youth Program | was 14.
That's a good thing that he's starting the Sumrer
Yout h Program agai n, but we al so need nore jobs
inthis CGty. The reason that these
nei ghbor hoods are the way they are is because of
what Snyder has done. People don't want to |ive
i n nei ghborhoods that's blight. People don't
want to send their kids to school three and four
and five mles away because there's no one living
i n the nei ghborhood. There's no one there. So
we' re here toni ght because we want you guys to
i ssue the permt. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Martin.
Qur next speaker will be Ms. Maria Cabrea
followed by Ms. Sally Kim

M5. CABREA: (Good afternoon. My nane

is Maria Cabrea. | ama nenber representing the
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Uni on of Hi spanic Workers of Detroit. | am not
in favor of the building of the bridge. M
reason is this. Nobody guarantees a hundred
percent that we're going to have enough jobs. But
t hey do guarantee that there's going to be too
much pol lution and too nuch traffic. W don't
need nore pollution that we already have for the
factory. W don't need any nore children sick
wi th ast hma.

| have worked for four years in DPS
and we are finding because they are taking away
our schools we don't need any nore sick children
m ssing school. | want to ask a question. Wy
do they have to affect the Hi spanic comunity?
Wiy do they have to affect the poorest comunity?
Wiy they don't build the bridge where the cities
with nore noney are? It's not raci smbut why they

don't build the bridge where the white people

are?

In the school where | work, Pierce
El ementary School, it is a nmulti-cultural
comunity. | love working there. Hispanics,
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Bl acks, Arabics are fromdifferent cultures, but
we have children with asthma that couldn't attend
their studies. | thank you for your attention,
but I rem nd you that the children are the future
of Detroit and the future of our nation.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Cabrea.
Qur next speaker will be Ms. Sally Kimfollowed
by M. Vincent Martin.

M5. KIM H, ny nane is Sally Kim
I|"ma resident here. | live a few bl ocks away.
A couple years ago | alnost got killed by a
sem -truck a few mnutes away from ny house.
Didn't even see nme, swiped ne off the side of the
road. | couldn't nove half of ny body. | had no
i nsurance so | didn't go to the hospital. [|I'm
very concerned about the increase in traffic and
sem -trucks in this area if the second span is
built. There are a lot of children in this
comunity.

Up to 150 percent nore bridge crossing
capacity mght happen if the second span is

built; three mllion nore vehicles. That's a |ot
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of vehicles, including sem-trucks. | think
that's a danger and a public safety issue for
this community. But also, as Maria and a | ot of
ot her peopl e have been tal ki ng about is an
environnmental issue. Three mllion nore vehicles
in a year every year. Wat is that going to do
to the quality of air in this conmunity? W don't
know because there's not a full environnenta

i npact study. Wiy don't you guys do a full

envi ronnmental inpact study. There's a |ot of
specul ati on about what m ght happen in this area
with air pollution and other issues.

It's suspicious to ne, though, why we
don't have a full environnental inpact study. It
says to ne what are you afraid of finding out or
what are you afraid of validating about the
residents of this area that have been saying al
of this stuff about the air pollution, about the
guality of life, about public safety and all of
that. | think that's going to be validated and
that is why you guys need to do that. You need

to tell us no you guys are afraid of things that
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aren't going to happen or yes this is what it
says is going to happen.

The other thing a | ot of people have
been saying is why is it this comunity in
particular? We're already suffering fromthe
worst pollution in the State of M chigan? 48217
ZI P Code, 48216 ZI P code, who has the highest
rate of kids with persistent asthna rates in
Mchigan. | live in 48219, which is close by and
you can't contain pollution in certain ZI P codes;
it spreads.

The other thing is | think this is a
matter of environnental raci smwhen you keep
putting these kinds of issues on poor
communities. Wy does it have to go again to
this community that faces all these environnental
i ssues already and industrial pollution? Wiy this
comuni ty? Way one of the poor nei ghborhoods? Wy
does it seemlike the communities that are poor
and communities of color have to fight against
scraps? And people here are sayi ng oh we want

jobs. This is going to give us jobs. It's not
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good jobs; it's crappy jobs.

This community is saying we don't want
this. |It's going to poison our children. The
bi ggest problem here, in nmy opinion, is not that
we' re tal king about possibly tenporary or a few
jobs. It's a lack of investnent in conmunities
of color inthe City in general and it's
intentional. There's a nmuch broader issue than
this bridge and this bridge is not going to solve
it. So, in ny opinion, we need jobs but we need
good jobs and we have to invest in the
communities of color and do it intentionally.

So anyway, the other thing | have to
say is |'mconcerned about the potenti al
| ong-terminpact of border patrol and imm gration
in this area with an additional six-Ilane bridge.
Are we going to see nore agents? |Is there going
to be nore harassnment in this conmunity? There
already is a lot of harassnment. Citizens get
pul l ed over all the tinme. That's a thing I'd
li ke to have answered. So |I'd like an

environnmental inpact study. | would encourage
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t hat .

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Kim The
next speaker is M. Martin followed by M. Joe
Wadri ck.

MR. MARTIN. Good evening. Well,
thank you to the Coast Guard for com ng down
here. | need to bring your attention to
Executive Order 12898, which is signed in 1994 by
President dinton and was affirned two years ago
by President Cbama that was signed by 17 Federal
agenci es to acknow edge environnmental justice for
poor mnority inmpact communities, which this is.

|"mhere to speak for the children;
the kids that are sitting at hone barely able to
breathe. You sitting around here for the sake of
greed maki ng these decisions for a community. |
don't see any of ya'll representing this
community. | see white faces that's going to
make this decision on a conmunity that's full of
us. Look at all this rainbow col or out here.
It's deplorable what's going on in this

community. This is our third hearing. W got
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anot her one next week for AK Steel. W've got
enough pollution here not to add nore. It's
horrible. Wat's going on here, this is a Title
6 violation of the Cvil R ghts Act of 1964. And
believe you ne, I'mgetting together with sone
agencies right nowto bring action; enough talKk.

W're tired of getting picked on,
because every tinme it's tine to do sonme kind of
i nvestnment to put this noney in these rich
people's hands it is always this comunity that's
sacrificed. W're tired of being sacrificed.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Martin.
Qur next speaker will be M. Joe Wadrick foll owed

by Ms. Kim Hunter.

MR. WADRICK: The only thing | have to

say is we don't need the bridge. You're just
taking pollution fromone area and putting it in
anot her. Let Manuel Moroun build his own bridge.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, M. WAdri ck.
Qur next speaker M. Kim Hunter who will be

foll owed by M. Denzel MCapbell

MR. HUNTER. Good evening. M/ nane is
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KimHunter. 1've lived in Detroit all my life.
|"ma Southwest Detroit resident. | was born in
the Bl ack part of Southwest Detroit. |'ve been

living in the Hi spanic part of Southwest Detroit
for about 25 years now. Do a full EIS, please,
on this. Do a full environnental inpact study.
Virtually no one--we should have a rule that says
you cannot be paid to come up and screw up
sonebody el se's environnent to give fal se
testinmony. Do a full EIS.

Virtually no one speaki ng on behal f of
this bridge lives in Southwest Detroit. They've
been paid. No one speaking on behalf of this
bridge has a child that has asthma like |I do. |
sat up nights with my daughter. She woke up
hacki ng and coughing and I was sitting up nights
with her in the bathroomturning on the steam and
| osing sleep day after day after day. | sit with
her hour after hour with a nebulizer. You know
what a nebulizer is? You put it on a child' s face
so they can breathe and don't have to cough and

hack their way through the school day.
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This is an actual travesty. W don't
need jobs that cost children their lives. W
don't need jobs that cost children their |ungs.
We don't need that. That's selling your soul to
the devil. | take it personal. | take it real
personal. W have two bridges. W wll have two
bridges. That's going to be at |east tw ce the
traffic. And even if the trucks are noving they
still put particulate natter in the air. It
doesn't matter if they're standing there or not.
If they're noving it's called a nobile form of
pol lution. Check it out.

The bridge conpany is one of the worst
corporate citizens in the whole country. They
have devastated this nei ghborhood; yes, they
have. |'ve seen the devastation just in the 25
years or so |'ve been here. They are horrible
corporate citizens. They cannot be trusted.
Check out a Forbes article called the Troll Under
the Bridge. Forbes Magazine calling them out;
not exactly a radical socialist organization and

they're telling you these fol ks cannot be
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t rust ed.

| urge you to nake a full
environnmental inpact statenment. |f we need EPA
Regul ations to save children's |lives we've got a
bi gger problem than a second span.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Hunter.
Qur next speaker will be M. Denzel MCanpbel
foll owed by Kerry O Conner.

MR. MCCAMPBELL: Hello. Good evening.
Thank you all for being here. M nane is Denzell
McCampbell. I1'ma lifelong citizen of Detroit.
It's only been 24 years but lifelong citizen. |I'm
here to be a true ally to the comunity. Unlike
sone fol ks who cane in to say they support the
bridge; nore pollution in the area. There's sone
t hi ngs that have been said, sone pie in the sky,
that jobs will come here, that crime will go away
if there's a second span. But one thing we know
for sure is that there's always a bridge com ng
here.

There's a public bridge, an enphasis

on public bridge that's com ng here. There's
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jobs that are already com ng, and ny question is
how many i nternational bridge crossings does the
community need? How nuch can residents take with
regards to the deterioration of their environnent
and or health? |I'm opposed to the second span but
| urge you all to not nmake the decision to the
DNR gi ves the DI BC approval to use the Riverside
Par k.

Al so, and above all, in the name of
residents here today and those who will cone
tonorrow and generations down the [ine, do not
act on this w thout an environnmental inpact study
conducted on the second span. People here have a
right to clean air. Act in the interest of
peopl e and do your due diligence and reject the
permt for a second span. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M.
McCampbel I . Qur next speaker will be M. Kerry
O Connor foll owed by Kathryn Savoi e.

MR. OCONNOR: My nane is Kerry
O Connor. | live in Southwest Detroit. | run

about ten mles a week on Fort Street. Anything
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t hat i nvol ves Manuel Mroun | woul d encourage
people to get it in witing. He says that he's

going to take the old bridge off line. You're

t he Coast Guard. Make him put noney in an escrow

account to take the bridge down. Because if you
| ook at the Railway Train Station, basically put
the lipstick on the pig. He put sone cheap

wi ndows in. There's no way in the world that

bui | di ng woul d ever pass the building inspection.

So, if you |l ook at what he's doi ng,
you're on the hook for the safety of the people
on that river. So |I'd encourage you to think
about that. Taking down that bridge may give
sone people some jobs. | would encourage you to
make Manuel Moroun tell you how many jobs he is
going to give people in Detroit in witing.
Because if you don't get it in witing he's not
giving you the jobs. You think he's going to
wat ch out for you? People that build those
bri dges--he doesn't need anybody in Detroit. |If
you don't get it in witing it's not going to

happen. Thank you very nuch.
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MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, M. O Connor.
Qur next speaker will be Ms. Kathryn Savoie
foll owed by M. Robert Thi bodeau.

M5. SAVO E: Good evening. M/ nane is
Kat hryn Savoie. |'ma resident of Southwest
Detroit. | live just a few blocks fromthe
border crossing the bridge and |'ve been in the
City for, in this neighborhood, for 26 years. And
in that tinme | have seen whol e bl ocks of housing
stock be lost to the bridge conpany. It's the
bi ggest force of blight in our nei ghborhood and
it's a really destructive--a destructive force.

And, the people who nentioned it, this

is a conpany that is not to be trusted. [It's not
a positive force. It's not in any way benefiting
us and we don't trust that. | think it's wong

if we just allowthemto do this project. The
trucks are a problem The air pollutionis a
problem There's a | ot of problens we see coning
wi th an expanded bri dge.

Agai n, sonebody nentioned it's noving

cl oser to the nei ghborhood; the new footprint.
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But I want to tell you also that | amthe parent
of a child. | knowwhat it's like to be told
your child has asthma. And | know what it's |ike
to lose sleep and to spend mllions--1 nean, not
mllions but nights and nights in the ER and
havi ng a daughter who is sick; and a nebuli zer.
And it is really hurtful to hear people who sit
here and live in other nei ghborhoods who are paid
to conme here, say that the bridge is the answer
to that problem That the bridge is going to
sol ve our problens; that the answer to asthma for
our kids is to increase the size of half this
bridge. It's absurd and it's hurtful.

And it's really hurtful to have
peopl e, who because they conme and they eat in a
restaurant in our nei ghborhood, feel they can
cone and shove this down our throats. W have to
live with this because you think it's going to
get a job. W all need jobs. It's really a
problemright now W all need jobs. But it
shoul d not cone at the expense of our children.

I"'mtalking to you. And | wanted to say if it
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was ot her peopl e' s nei ghbor hoods we shoul d
protect each other.

|"m | ooking to you to do your job as
the Coast Guard. W want you to protect public
health. W can't depend nmuch. It's really hard
to have faith in our elected officials and
Gover nment agenci es with what Snyder has done. W
are | ooking for sonebody who will stand up for us
and protect our health. | want to cite fromthe
Executive Order 12898 Environmental Justice for
Low I ncomre Mnorities Comrunities 1994 passed by
President Cinton. This Federal Executive O der
di rects Federal agencies to make achi eving
environnmental justice, and | ook that up what it
nmeans.

Part of its mssion is identifying
di sproportionately high adverse human heal th
i npacts of the environment on minority and | ow
i ncome communities. So | urge you not only to do
a full EIS, | urge you to go beyond that and
protect your mssion to do a health assessnent;

not just an environnental inpact statenent but a
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heal t h assessnment on our health. Thank you very
much.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Savoi e.
Qur next speaker will be M. Robert Thi bodeau
foll owed by Il ona Varga.

MR, THI BODEAU:. Hello. M nane is
Robert Thi bodeau. |[|'ve been a resident of
Detroit since 1972. And | bring that to your
attention because in ny first year at the
University of Wndsor | |lived on the 4th Fl oor of
Cody Hall and were woken up at 3 in the norning
with bridge traffic in the northwest corner. The
next year | lived at 781 Indian, the home of M.
McCay, and on the way to school every norning |
of course had to deal with a wall of traffic on
Huron Church Line; a wall of traffic that renains
to this day. And as we canme down with nmy friend
down Fort Street sure enough there's a wall of
truck traffic across the Anbassador bridge now.

The Canadi an Gover nnent, instead of
dealing with that traffic, first of all, on the

Canadi an side, they decided that they would put a
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new parkway to service a new bridge. This also
is a parkway that could be extended to the new
bri dge so that they could reinvent the Huron
Church Line to be the major business thoroughfare
it should be.

Once again, sanme in Wndsor as in
Detroit, when you shunt your traffic away from
your city don't be surprised when you | ose
busi ness that goes with it. Because we have
people that would like to shut the Anbassador
Bri dge down because of all the pollution. Yes,
there is pollution, but there has been pollution
since the day it opened. A bridge that was built
in the best |ocation possible between Canada and
W ndsor; still the best |ocation for a second
bri dge.

The other bridge that is being,
supposed to still be built, and finances are
still not set on that, will bring the sanme anount
of pollution. And also, if you know anything
about pollution, the pollution that comes from

one of the world' s largest industrial centers,
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cannot be del i neated between what the Anmbassador
Bri dge, produces nost that.

So |l et us not stop blam ng the Moroun
famly and the Anbassador Bridge Conpany for al
of the issues with the Anbassador Bridge fromthe
past and the present and let's stop connecting it
to the train station as well. Because Canada is
our biggest trading partner. W need nore
transportati on between our two cities. W need
anot her Anbassador Bridge. W need another train
station near there. W should also have a
trammay to Wndsor instead of these cities that
are building these fancy ferris wheels as the
| at est urban trend. W could have these things
i f we have that vision.

If you can tell ne even after the EPA
study is done, if there is one, and | hope there
i s one done; what percentage just cones froma
new Anbassador Bridge versus what conmes from al
the largest industrial centers in the entire
conplex or entire United States, it would be

worthwhile to know.
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Also, with regard to the Anbassador
Bridge or even the Gordie Howe, | would hope that
t hey woul d consi der noving houses in this City
rat her than tearing them down. Renenber, this is
a Cty that has had a policy, a preservation
policy, of the window is broken so tear it down.
So stop nmaki ng many Manuel NMbroun the boogi e nan
of preservationi st issues, because renmenber, the
City of Detroit up until now has been the | argest
| andl ord of disrespect of our architecture. So
now t he mayor hopefully will work with the
Mor ouns.

And it is a Mdiroun conpany that is
changi ng of the guards just as they have the
changi ng of the guards. So we're not dealing
wi th Manuel Mbroun to the degree we once were. So
| look forward to a change in that as well. Thank
you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M.

Thi bodeau. Qur next speaker will be Ilona Varga
foll owed by M. Anthony Benavodes.

M5. VARGA: Good evening. M nane is
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Il ona Varga. |'mthe Wayne County Conm ssi oner
inthis area. | noved into Detroit in 1970. |

| ived here and |'ve seen the changes over the
years. |'malso a cancer survivor and
contribute it to the environnment and so do ny
doctors. So, | inplore you, if I didn't have a
house, a title to a house, | couldn't build. |If

they don't have the clearance for the properties
why are we even sitting here tonight? It just
does not make sense to ne listening for all of
this time here tonight that we're wasting your
tinme, our tinme and stress; and stress kills.

This community here, just because they
are the | owest inconme people, they are being
dunped on. Now, let nme tell you. |If you do this
now, if you issue this permt now you will stifle
all of the efforts that this community has gai ned
in the last few years. So you need to do the
environnment al inpact study today with the new
t echnol ogy, because we at the Wayne County
Conmi ssi on have a task force on environnmenta

gual ity doing work. And we have our Local, our
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County, our State and our Federal Legislature all
wor ki ng together, because for the first tine we
have shown that we can't trust MBQ W can't
trust EPA. So we |legislatures are going to cone
together and try to force themto nake changes.
Wayne County is going to try to take
back the air quality fromthe State of M chigan
SO we can serve our constituents better because
it will be local. It used to be that way many
years ago. So we're going back and we're
| earni ng from our experience. So please, please,
| inplore you, EPA. As |I'mstanding here |I know
that they're going to do sone real promnulgation
on cumul ative effect of air pollution. That is
the charge that our task force is giving them
This is what our Federal Legislatures are joining
us to do. So please, please put this off until
all the I's are dotted and all the T s are
crossed. And, until they have a proper paperwork
for everything el se, the owner should put the
properties in place and get the environnmental

i npact study done. Please don't hinder our
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progress that we are about to nmake. Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, Ms. Varga.
Qur next speaker M. Anthony Benavodes fol | owed
by Christina Gusna.

MR. BENAVODES: Thank you for the
opportunity to speak to you this evening. M
nane i s Anthony Benavodes. | live on West G and
Boul evard about two bl ocks away fromthe bridge,
the current bridge, and the | ast thing we need
now i s another--an additional bridge. So |
oppose the bridge project, put that on the
record.

Two, we al so need an environment al
i npact study. Also, the fact that there's so
much pollution in the air. 1've been coaching
with the youth at Cark Park for over 20 years;
whet her it be baseball, soccer, ice hockey, and
every year nore and nore kids are bringing
i nhal ers, bringing themto the bench, bringing
themto the playing field and it just increases
every year. That's the last thing the kids need

i n our nei ghborhood. W have four schools in our
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nei ghbor hood. We have Earhart Jr. Hi gh School .
We have Maybury and Western Hi gh School and
they're all within a block, less than a mle, six
bl ocks fromthe bridge right now.

The | ast thing we need is anot her
bridge project. Al these kids at all these
school s-- there's also Cippert. The last thing
they need, |like | said, every year nore and nore
ki ds have asthna. So we need to figure out a way
to prevent this asthnma epidemc that's com ng up
i n our nei ghborhood Sout hwest Detroit. The | ast
thing we need is another bridge right there.
Thank you.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you. The next
speaker Ms. Christina GQusma. She left. The next
speaker M. Adam Thi bodeau. After M. Thi bodeau,
| believe, this will be M. Carl Aye, A-Y-E

MR, THI BODEAU:. Hello. M nane is

Adam Thi bodeau. |'ma community organi zer in
Sout hwest Detroit and I'"man ally also. | live
on the eastside of Detroit. | do not support the

bui |l di ng of a second bridge by the Anbassador
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Conpany for nunerous reasons. One, we need to do
an updated environnental study. W can't use one
that is so old.

The second reason is we need to start
doing this environnental study after the EA and
MDQ have gotten their stuff together. Right now
there are some questions whether they can even do
their job, and until after we straighten sone
stuff out then naybe they can do the study. So
they don't fail Flint and fail us too.

W al so--Manuel Mroun has a history
of derailing progress. He puts noney into naking
sure ot her business do not thrive. He owns nost
of the trucking conpanies. 1In fact, if you want
to watch a video, there was a video done by John
Stewart and John Aiver out of Conedy Central
Show, the Daily Show. Please note that and watch
t hat vi deo.

A lot of the people you re seeing here
t oday supporting the second bridge were agai nst
the Gordie Howe Bridge. He put 23 mllion

dollars into a canpai gn agai nst the second
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bridge. This is the nentality that's going to
make sure the only businesses that thrive is his.
As far as jobs are considered, ny work
also tries to work into advocating to nmake sure
jobs are included over all these devel opnents
occurring in Southwest Detroit. Wen the hockey
arena got built in Mdtown, everyone's scream ng
job, jobs, jobs, jobs. They show up at City
Council with their buttons that said jobs, job,
jobs. No jobs devel oped. W had a conversation
wi th Bl aze Construction, Blaze, a forner footbal
pl ayer for the Detroit Lions that owns
construction conpanies. He will say, there was
no jobs that came with the Red Wng Stadi um And,
guess what, if there's job that cone with the
t hi s Anbassador Bridge, unless we have a | egal
bi ndi ng benefit agreenent, no jobs are going to
go to Detroit residents. They're going to go to
t he suburbs. Just think of the hockey arena.
There was no jobs that were created. There was
only a transfer of jobs. And those jobs already

have, they're just political clout. They're just
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there to make neans and do a favor for the
nei ghbor hood. They don't hire anyone that shows
up to those.

So, with that being said, once again,
| disagree; that we should not be | ooking at
this. I also know ny uncl e Robert Thi bodeau was
up here and he's going to have to find his own
ride hone. |I'mjoking. Thank you very nuch.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M.

Thi bodeau. Back to Speaker 85. Looks like |I have
two nanes on here. One | already said; either
Carl or Carla Aye and then maybe-- Col enan Young
1. The next speaker then will be M. Col eman
Young followed by M. Kevin Casilles. [|'ll say
at this point that will be the |ast speakers |
have |listed. |If anybody still w shes to speak,

if you could go out and fill out a speaker card.

MR. YOUNG Thank you so much to the
Coast Cuard for allowing ne to be here. | just
want to say at a tinme when you have children who
are suffering fromasthm; at a tine where you

have nen who are wearing breathi ng appar at uses;
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at a time where you have abandoned buil di ngs t hat
are plaguing the Sout hwest Detroit comrunity; in
a place where you are 70 percent nore likely to
get cancer; where people have died from
environmental injustice; we cannot build a bridge
until the issues of the people have been
addressed first.

When there is no hope for the future
there is no power in the present. And, even
t hough we're tal king about a bridge, the inpact
that it will have will reverberate throughout the
generations. It will spawn throughout the
centuries. Wiat do we want to tell our
grandchil dren and their children and their
children after that? That we built sonething and
we didn't address the critical issues of the
peopl e who are suffering? Society is not judged
based on hel ping the rich or the powerful. It's
j udged based on the poor and the vul nerable. The
peopl e in Southwest Detroit are vul nerable and
t hey have been through enough. This

envi ronnmental raci smand environnental injustice
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must end.

So, | am asking you, |I'm beggi ng you,
I"minploring you, I'"'mtelling you please, please
join the citizens of Southwest Detroit and | et us
address the issues and the ills of the people and
| et us build a prosperous, phenonenal, healthy
future for the next generation together, and then
we can have the conversation of what project gets
built. Let's have a community benefits
agreenent. Let's have an environnmental inpact
statenment. But nore inportantly, let us all cone
t oget her as one voice; black, white, Latino, and
| et us address the issues. Because at the end of
the day we are all Detroiters and this effects
all of us. |If one of us faces injustice, all of
us faces injustice. So let us go toward justice
and environnental protection together. Thank
you.

MR. GARNEAU. Thank you, M. Young.
Qur next speaker is M. Kevin Casilles.

MR. CASILLES: Hello. M nane is

Kevin Casilles, Pastor of First Latin American
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Bapti st Church about a mle down fromthis house
of prayer. M brothers, | also give thanks to
God for this house of prayer that allows us to
nmeet tonight for this very inportant community
neeting. |'mglad that he's a God of truth. I'm
glad that he's a God of justice. I'mglad that
he's the God that causes us to repentance for our
greed, for our |ack of |ove for our neighbors.
And one day we will give an account not just to
you but to H m

And | ama pastor in that church now
for about seven years. | go with my wife several
times a week. |'malso a school teacher in DPS.
This week ny ten-nonth-old baby, we took himto
t he doctor and we began to have the nebulizer
treatnments for my ten-nonth-old and ny
four-year-old. | pray that it's not asthnma. But
| i ke ny nei ghbors, who have been in this
community for many nore years, they have children
with asthnma. They have suffered the effects of
the di esel em ssions and particulate matter.

As you've heard, there's a | ot of
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di stress in our Governnent officials and

Gover nment agencies in the bureaucracy. Ladies
and gentl| enman of the Coast Guard, please do not
make the same m stakes they have. Please don't
sell out the conmunity and the health of children
because of what sone private conpany woul d want
to do with their noney. W saw how that failed
in Flint wwth those contractors there, and you
have a responsibility not to.

And, you know, we're not trying to
make people into boogie nen here. W just |ived
through it when this person bl ocked traffic and
closed Fort Street. W lived through when this
conpany was with the Gateway Project. | al nost
had a truck crash into nmy car there parked in
front of the church. Like the congregants of
this congregation during this tine, we had to
navi gate through all the different trucks that
are on Fort Street. And even as recent as about
a nonth ago there was an overturned truck right
here on the service drive.

And |'m sayi ng what good is a new
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bridge with a park if the kids are getting asthna
and getting hit by trucks getting to that park
under that bridge? |I'murging you that there be
an environnental inpact study done and a full

heal th study of the inpact of this expansion of

t he current Anbassador Bridge.

MR. GARNEAU:. Thank you, M. Casilles.

Do we have anybody el se that wi shes to speak at
this tine?

(None responded.)

MR GARNEAU. | would like to thank
everybody for com ng out this evening as we no
| onger have any additional speakers and | wll
ask one nore time. | will check once nore if
t here's anybody el se that wishes at this tine.

(None responded.)

MR. GARNEAU: On behal f of the Coast

GQuard, | thank everyone for your participation in
this nmeeting. 1In closing, I'd like to rem nd
everyone that the Coast Guard will be accepting

witten comments on the Anbassador Bridge

Enhancenent Project Application through February
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28, 2016. Instructions on how to submt coments
are located at the bottom of the comrent sheet
avai l abl e at the registration desk.

Once again, this neeting was intended
to solicit coments and should in no way be
construed as a deci sion being made or opinion
formed by the Coast Guard on the nerits of the
proposed bridge project before us. The tinme is
now 8:25. This neeting is adjourned. Thank you
again and have a safe trip hone.

(Wher eupon, the neeting went off the

record at 8:25 p.m)
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CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
In the matter of: y 5. Coast Guard Ambassador Bridge
Enhancement Project: Public Meeting

Before: y,g5. coast Guard

Date: 02-25-16

Place: petroit, Michigan

was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a

true and accurate record of the proceedings.
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