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To Who it May Concern,

I am writing this letter in opposition to the permitting of a second span of the
 Ambassador Bridge as proposed by the Detroit International Bridge Company.

As a homeowner within a few hundred yards of the Ambassador Bridge and the father
 an infant, I am greatly concerned about the emissions from diesel trucks associated
 with the border crossing and the potential of greater traffic.

A second private span would jeopardize the public health of residents, in an area that
 is already heavily polluted. The area is currently out of compliance with the Clean Air
 Act for sulfur dioxide and there is inadequate monitoring for substances like black
 carbon particulate matter, nitrogen oxide, benzene, and hydrocarbons associated
 with diesel emissions. The World Health Organization has classified diesel emissions
 as carcinogenic.    

More to the point of this permitting process, the DIBC has not obtained the
 appropriate approvals or arrangements for this permit to even be entertained by the
 Coast Guard.  The US Department of Interior and the Michigan Department of
 Natural Resources need to approve the conversion of Riverside Park away from
 public outdoor recreation use to move forward with this project, which has not
 happened yet.

Furthermore, for an application to be entertained, the applicant must show they have
 the appropriate provisions in place to build the bridge, but in this case, the DIBC has
 yet to secure the air rights over Fort Street from the Michigan Department of
 Transportation. 

Seven years ago, I spoke at the last Coast Guard hearing on this issue. Since then,
 the Gordie Howe International Bridge project is now well underway, and a cumulative
 impact study is needed in order to accurately assess the environmental impact of a
 proposed second private span in addition to the existing Ambassador Bridge, Gordie
 Howe International Bridge, and the other existing sources of pollution in the area.

As the Coast Guard reviews this permit, I'd ask that  the Coast Guard not make a
 decision regarding the permit unless the DIBC actually has approval from DNR to
 use the Riverside Park land and air rights over Fort Street from MDOT.  There needs
 to be a full Environmental Impact Study (EIS) on the proposed second private span.
 Only after an EIS is conducted should the Coast Guard make a decision about the
 permit.

Thanks for your consideration,
Sean Mann
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