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          1                    USCG/BOEM MARINE BOARD OF INVESTIGATION
                               INTO THE MARINE CASUALTY, EXPLOSION, FIRE,
          2                             POLLUTION, AND SINKING 
                                   OF MOBILE OFFSHORE DRILLING UNIT 
          3                       DEEPWATER HORIZON, WITH LOSS OF LIFE
                                 IN THE GULF OF MEXICO 21-22 APRIL 2010
          4                              Tuesday, July 20, 2010

          5          

          6                              *   *   *   *   *   *

          7          
                               The transcript of The Joint United
          8          States Coast Guard/The Bureau of Ocean Energy
                     Management, Regulation and Enforcement
          9          Investigation of the above-entitled cause,
                     before Dorothy N. Gros, a Certified Court
         10          Reporter, authorized to administer oaths of
                     witnesses pursuant to Section 961.1 of Title
         11          13 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,
                     as amended, reported at the Radisson Hotel,
         12          2150 Veterans Memorial Boulevard, Kenner,
                     Louisiana, 70062, on Tuesday, July 20, 2010,
         13          beginning at 8:00 a.m.
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          1          APPEARANCES:
                     MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:
          2          CAPT HUNG M. NGUYEN, CO-CHAIR                  
                     UNITED STATES COAST GUARD                       
          3          
                     DAVID DYKES, CO-CHAIR
          4          THE BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT,
                     REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT
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                     JASON MATHEWS
          6          THE BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT,
                     REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT
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                     JOHN McCARROLL
          8          THE BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT,
                     REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT
          9          
                     ROSS WHEATLEY
         10          UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

         11          LTR ROBERT BUTTS, COURT RECORDER
                     UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
         12          
                     REPORTED BY:  DOROTHY N. GROS, CCR
         13                         CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
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          1                              P R O C E E D I N G S

          2                    CAPT. NGUYEN:             

          3                                   Originally, we had five witnesses

          4                    scheduled to testify today.  Mr.

          5                    Kaluza, his attorney, Mr. Shaun Clarke

          6                    of Gerger and Clarke, on July 16th

          7                    submitted a letter to the Board, and I

          8                    will enter it in the Record.  It says: 

          9                    "Dear Commander Bray, as you know, this

         10                    firm represents Robert Kaluza in

         11                    connection with the above-referenced

         12                    matter, which is in the matter of

         13                    DEEPWATER HORIZON in the Gulf of Mexico

         14                    April 2010.  Upon my advisement, my

         15                    client hereby will respectfully

         16                    exercise his right to decline to

         17                    testify at the MBI hearing."  And

         18                    "Respectfully Yours, Shaun Clarke." 

         19                                   Due to medical reasons, Don
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         20                    Vidrine, who received documents from

         21                    his physician, for medical reasons he

         22                    will not appear today.

         23                                   Last night, the Board designated

         24                    Mr. Stephen Bertone as a Party In

         25                    Interest.  As of today, regarding
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          1                    individual PII, we have five, two of

          2                    which are by request, and the Board had

          3                    received other requests which we

          4                    decline; so we're up to five.  With

          5                    that, the Board will call on Mr.

          6                    Sepulvado of BP to testify this

          7                         morning.             

          8                                   Mr. Sepulvado, please raise your

          9                    right hand.

         10                              *   *   *   *   *   *

         11                                     RONALD W. SEPULVADO,

         12          after being first duly sworn in the cause,

         13          testified as follows:

         14                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         15                                   Thank you, sir.  Please be seated.

         16                                   Before we start, if counsel and the

         17                    witness would both make sure that you

         18                    speak into the microphone so everybody

         19                    can hear.  Thank you very much.   
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         20                              MR. DYKES: 

         21                                   Good morning, Mr. Sepulvado.  For

         22                    the Record, who is your attorney?

         23                              MR. WHALEN:

         24                                   I am Ralph Whalen, W--H-A-L-E-N.  I

         25                    represent Mr. Sepulvado.   
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          1                              MR. DYKES:

          2                                   Thank you very much. 

          3                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          4          BY MR. MATHEWS:

          5               Q.   Mr. Sepulvado, for the Record, could

          6          you please state your full name and spell your

          7          last?

          8               A.   Ronald W. Sepulvado, S-E-P-U-L-V-A-D-

          9          O.

         10               Q.   Thank you.  By whom are you employed,

         11          sir?

         12               A.   BP.

         13               Q.   And what current position do you hold

         14          with BP?

         15               A.   Well Site Leader.

         16               Q.   And how long have you held that

         17          position at BP?

         18               A.   BP for ten years.  BP was bought by

         19          ARCO, and I'd been with ARCO for twenty years,
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         20          and before that I was with Penzoil for three

         21          years, so I've been a well site leader for

         22          thirty-three years.

         23               Q.   Can you please describe your job

         24          responsibilities as well site leader at the

         25          DEEPWATER HORIZON, sir?

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (14 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:17 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                        8

          1               A.   We supervise the drilling of oil and

          2          gas wells at the rig site.

          3               Q.   And about how many people are you

          4          responsible for on the DEEPWATER HORIZON?

          5               A.   Approximately a hundred and forty.

          6               Q.   Do you have any other BP

          7          representatives on the rig with you at any

          8          time?

          9               A.   Yes, sir, we do.  We work twelve-hour

         10          tours, so there's one other BP rep well site

         11          leader on the rig, plus the HSE.

         12               Q.   And how long had you been assigned to

         13          the DEEPWATER HORIZON prior to the incident?

         14               A.   I've been on the DEEPWATER HORIZON,

         15          it'd be eight hours in October, October of

         16          this year.

         17               Q.   Thank you.  Do you recall sending an

         18          e-mail to David Sims on April 14th about a

         19          visit to the DEEPWATER HORIZON from VIP's?
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         20               A.   Yes, I do. 

         21               Q.   I have it actually in front of you if

         22          you want to refresh your memory.  It's

         23          actually an e-mail, MBI-HZN -- I'm sorry, BP-

         24          HZN-MBI00127131.  And it appears that you were

         25          approached by Mr. Harrell to find out why the
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          1          VIP's from Houston were coming to the rig; is

          2          that correct? 

          3               A.   That's correct. 

          4               Q.   Do you know why they were coming to the

          5          rig, sir?

          6               A.   The only thing we knew -- we were gave

          7          names of the individuals that were coming to

          8          the rig, and they were coming to just make a

          9          routine visit plus commend the crews for

         10          having seven years with days of work away from

         11          work -- no accidents and days away from work

         12          for the last seven years.

         13               Q.   How did you personally feel about that

         14          visit?  Was there anything that you had

         15          concerns about?

         16               A.   It's pretty much routine.  They

         17          normally come out, somebody would come out

         18          probably every three months or so, and

         19          sometimes maybe oftener.
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         20               Q.   Was there any reason why Mr. Harrell

         21          came to you to find out why they were coming

         22          to the rig?

         23               A.   Well, I actually went to him, because

         24          apparently he got the e-mail before I did.

         25               Q.   Do you know who scheduled the date when
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          1          they -- of the 20th to arrive?

          2               A.   No, I don't.

          3               Q.   Was that for proposed by the rig, or

          4          was that simply proposed by the beach?

          5               A.   I don't know.  Normally, they just send

          6          us an e-mail to let us know when they're

          7          coming, you know.  It's -- and that's usually

          8          the only kind of type of e-mails we see.

          9               Q.   Was there any coordination with anyone

         10          at the DEEPWATER HORIZON about what was

         11          actually taking place on the rig when they

         12          were scheduled to arrive?

         13               A.   Well, I wasn't at the rig then, so I

         14          don't know.  I'd left on a Friday, the 16th,

         15          so I was gone when they showed up.

         16               Q.   But during that e-mail traffic, was

         17          there any communication with you and David

         18          Sims and Mr. Harrell about what was actually

         19          taking place at the DEEPWATER HORIZON with
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         20          scheduling?

         21               A.   No.

         22               Q.   Before you had left.

         23               A.   No, no there wasn't.

         24               Q.   Were you -- are you familiar with the

         25          acronym POB, "Personnel on Board"?
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          1               A.   Yes, sir. 

          2               Q.   All right.  Were you all at personnel

          3          on board capacity before you left the rig?

          4               A.   The off and on we do, you know, and we

          5          did, and usually what we'd have to do is send

          6          some people off the rig if we had other people

          7          coming on to keep us from getting to that

          8          capacity.

          9               Q.   And how do you accommodate additional

         10          visitors to the rig if you're at POB?

         11               A.   We'd have to send somebody in.  It

         12          normally would be people that wouldn't be

         13          critical to the operation, you know.  If they

         14          were doing rig repairs, some rig repairs at

         15          the time, they had some blasters out there,

         16          and that's who we would send in, people out --

         17          that's doing functions out of critical paths.

         18               Q.   Okay.  And you said these were pretty

         19          routine.  How many safety visits had they had
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         20          at the DEEPWATER HORIZON while you were out

         21          there, sir?

         22               A.   I can't remember the numbers, but --

         23               Q.   Quarterly?  Annually?

         24               A.   Probably quarterly.

         25               Q.   And where were you on April 20th, sir?
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          1               A.   I was at a BOP school in Lafayette.

          2               Q.   Was this for a schedule well control

          3          training?

          4               A.   Yes, sir, it was.

          5               Q.   While your duration at the DEEPWATER

          6          HORIZON, was there any specific issues with

          7          the well that you had encountered?  

          8               A.   With some loss returns.  The only

          9          thing, the only problems we had while I was

         10          out there were loss returns.  They took kicks

         11          further up the hole, but I wasn't, I wasn't on

         12          the rig at that time.

         13               Q.   Did you have any leaks on any of the

         14          control pods of the BOP?

         15               A.   Yes, we did.

         16               Q.   And what were those, sir?

         17               A.   I can't remember exactly what function

         18          it was, but it was one of the, the BOP

         19          functions was leaking hydraulic fluid, which
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         20          is the fluid that they put in the system to

         21          operate it.  And the ROV guys spotted it, come

         22          up and told us, talked to Jimmy Harrell about

         23          it.  And it wasn't a critical function of the

         24          BOP stack -- of course, you know, you have a

         25          yellow and the blue pods, which is backup
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          1          systems to each other, and they had a leak,

          2          not during the operation of the function.  In

          3          other words, when you close something or you

          4          open something, it would vent fluid and you'd

          5          have to put the pod in neutral.

          6               Q.   Okay.

          7               A.   Or block it, and then it wouldn't vent. 

          8          But, you know, had problems off and on with

          9          these shuttle valves, the shuttle valves would

         10          -- makes fluid go from one place to the other

         11          to function the different parts of the BOP,

         12          and a lot of times they'd get trash in them,

         13          and sometimes you function them a couple of

         14          times, they'll quit and sometimes they don't.

         15               Q.   If a pod's put in neutral, is it able

         16          to function?

         17               A.   Yes, you can function it, but you have

         18          to put it back in neutral to keep it, keep the

         19          fluid from venting.
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         20               Q.   Were you aware of any of the production

         21          casing changes that were leading up to April

         22          20th?

         23               A.   When I left the rig, there was

         24          discussions -- the original, the original plan

         25          called for running a tapered string, a 7-inch
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          1          by the 9-7/8ths, but when I left the rig,

          2          there were discussion about running a liner. 

          3          As a matter of fact, we had the equipment out

          4          on the rig to go either way. 

          5               Q.   You had the equipment to run the liner

          6          and the tapered string?

          7               A.   Yes, we did. 

          8               Q.   And that was before you left, correct?

          9               A.   Before I left.

         10               Q.   What was Bob Kaluza's job at the

         11          DEEPWATER HORIZON?

         12               A.   He came out, took my place while I was

         13          going to the, to the BOP school.

         14               Q.   It was a temporary relief?

         15               A.   Yes, it was.

         16               Q.   Was there any form of briefing, or any

         17          type of exchange with Mr. Kaluza prior to your

         18          departure?

         19               A.   I sent him an e-mail, and I talked to
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         20          him before I got on the helicopter, kind of

         21          went over with him what was, what we were

         22          going to do for the next day or two on the

         23          rig, some of the equipment that we had on the

         24          rig to run the casing, and that's about it. 

         25          But I did send him an e-mail, telling him
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          1          about some of the things that was going to

          2          happen the next day or two.

          3               Q.   Had you worked with Mr. Kaluza before

          4          on any wells, or has he replaced you prior to

          5          this incident?

          6               A.   No, I haven't.

          7               Q.   Were you comfortable with leaving the

          8          rig with Mr. Kaluza's knowledge of the well,

          9          or what was going on at the DEEPWATER HORIZON?

         10               A.   Well, you know, I don't -- you know,

         11          I'd never worked with him, so I don't know,

         12          you know, what his qualifications were.  All I

         13          was told, he was coming out to relieve me, and

         14          just the exchange we had there at the

         15          helicopter, and, or while waiting for the

         16          helicopter and the e-mail, that's it.

         17               Q.   Was he a well site leader at another

         18          deepwater facility?

         19               A.   Yes, he was.
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         20               Q.   And which one was that, sir?

         21               A.   I think he was on the THUNDER HORSE.

         22               Q.   Do you know how long he had been at

         23          THUNDER HORSE, or --

         24               A.   No, I don't.  I know he's been on the

         25          MAD DOG Project before the THUNDER HORSE
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          1               Q.   Do you know if there was any other

          2          atypical type of scheduling going on on the

          3          DEEPWATER HORIZON outside of yourself being

          4          scheduled for BOP training -- I'm sorry, well

          5          control training; such, was any drilling

          6          engineers from the beach that are normally at

          7          the rig sent to the rig in lieu of, like, say,

          8          Brian Morel, was he the normal engineer that

          9          would come to the rig, or was that Mr. Mark

         10          Hafle?

         11               A.   Both of them.  Mark was the lead

         12          engineer, and Brian was the backup engineer. 

         13          And both of them, they came out to the rig.

         14               Q.   In your past experience in running

         15          lockdown sleeves, did BP send out a specific

         16          person?

         17               A.   Well, I don't have a whole lot of

         18          experience of running lockdown sleeves,

         19          because I was in the exploration program for
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         20          the last seven years.  We don't run that many

         21          lockdown sleeves.  But, yes, BP did send

         22          somebody out to run the lockdown sleeve.  We

         23          had Dril-Quip out there, their lockdown

         24          sleeve, plus BP sent a representative out to

         25          run it.
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          1               Q.   Did they have -- in your knowledge, did

          2          they have a specific person that they sent out

          3          whenever they did run a lockdown sleeve in the

          4          exploratory side?

          5               A.   Yes --

          6               Q.   Or was it --

          7               A.   Yes, they did.  They had a subsea

          8          engineer come out.

          9               Q.   Do you know who that was?

         10               A.   Ross --

         11               Q.   Skidmore?

         12               A.   Skidmore.

         13               Q.   It wasn't Shane Albers?

         14               A.   No.  Ross -- as far as I know, it was

         15          Ross Skidmore, because he's usually the one

         16          that was planning to come.

         17               Q.   As far as management on the rig, who

         18          has final say in all operations?

         19               A.   Well, it's kind of a joint effort.  You
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         20          know, we -- usually if we decide to do

         21          something, you know, we talk to the OIM,

         22          toolpushers, drillers.  Any plan that we send

         23          out we try to discuss with them, you know,

         24          what's coming up, you know, what we're going

         25          to do, and they have input into it if they
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          1          want to put input into it.  If they don't like

          2          something we're doing, you know, we have a

          3          discussion about it.

          4               Q.   Are you familiar with the term

          5          "Management of Change," sir?

          6               A.   Yes, I am. 

          7               Q.   Are you the manager of the affected

          8          facility if there's a change to be made at

          9          that facility?

         10               A.   I will if it concerns BP.  Now if it's

         11          somebody else, like the drilling contractor's

         12          OIM, the OIM does that.

         13               Q.   Okay.  So if you have a production

         14          casing string change that goes through a

         15          management of change process, are you the

         16          manager of the facility that's affected?

         17               A.   Somebody else will do that MOC. 

         18          Probably some of the engineers in Houston.

         19               Q.   Right.  But at -- there's a process,
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         20          and one of those processes is called

         21          "Authorization of Startup," and the manager of

         22          the affected platform has to authorize that

         23          process.

         24               A.   I can't remember signing any MOC's if

         25          we were going to change a plan for running
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          1          casement.

          2               Q.   Okay.  Thank you.  Now, I want to move

          3          on to the production casing.  You said that

          4          they were running a tapered string.  At any

          5          time prior to your departure, were you

          6          consulted about the upcoming cement job on the

          7          7-inch production casing?

          8               A.   The only thing I saw on the cement job

          9          was e-mails.  And normally that's, that's they

         10          way it comes to us.  You know, that's done in

         11          town by the engineers, and they usually have

         12          Halliburton, who was the cement company on the

         13          rig, they run models and they make

         14          recommendations to the, to the engineers and

         15          they determine, you know, what kind of cement

         16          we're going to run.  From the rig we normally

         17          just get the additives that goes into the

         18          cement and the cement out at the rig so we can

         19          have, you know, whatever we need to go
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         20          whichever way they want to go.  

         21               Q.   Was there any time in your history at

         22          the DEEPWATER HORIZON that they had run

         23          similar cement on a production casing in the

         24          reports that you were reading?

         25               A.   No.  The only time we ever run
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          1          production casing on the HORIZON was maybe two

          2          or three other wells in the seven years,

          3          because we just, I mean, we -- like I said, we

          4          were in the exploration and most of the wells

          5          we didn't use for production, but I don't

          6          recall cement jobs on them.

          7               Q.   Did you ever receive any e-mail from

          8          Halliburton or from BP personnel at the beach

          9          indicating that there was a gas flow potential

         10          in the production casing cement job?

         11               A.   No, I didn't see that.

         12               Q.   Earlier we were talking about BP

         13          personnel being at its maximum quantity and

         14          sending in non-essentials if you have to make

         15          room for certain people.  Would you consider

         16          someone at the cement evaluation tool or

         17          someone that's performing a cement bond log to

         18          be non-critical?

         19               A.   No, not if we were going to use them.
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         20               Q.   Ever in your career, even if you had a

         21          contingency cement bond log, if a Schlumberger

         22          or any provider was at the rig, did you ever

         23          not use them if they were already at the rig

         24          with the equipment?

         25               A.   We'd normally, we normally didn't run
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          1          CBL's in exploration.  Now on this well, we

          2          had them out at the location.  I had lined

          3          them up to come out to the location.  And the

          4          only reason we were going to use them is if we

          5          lost returns.  If they lost returns, didn't

          6          see what we call "lift pressure, where the

          7          cement come around the backside of the casing,

          8          if you didn't see that lift pressure and you

          9          lost returns, we were going to run them.

         10               Q.   As the well site leader, are you ever

         11          involved in the scheduling a manifest for

         12          people to depart the rig?

         13               A.   The rig clerk did that.

         14               Q.   But do you sign off on that?

         15               A.   No, I didn't.  I just went in and told

         16          him, you know, who we had coming and he took

         17          care of the rest of it.  Of course, normal

         18          crew changes, you know, he handled all of

         19          that.
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         20               Q.   If, hypothetically, if a person was

         21          scheduled to be on a flight on April 20th at

         22          10:00 in the morning, would that have to be

         23          pre-approved on the day before, the 19th?

         24               A.   Yes, it would.

         25               Q.   So if Schlumberger was on the rig to
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          1          run a cement evaluation tool or a cement bond

          2          log on the 20th, because the cement job was

          3          being performed at midnight of the 19th

          4          through the 20th, how exactly would that be a

          5          contingent bond log if you were trying -- and

          6          I know you weren't on the rig, sir, I'm not

          7          trying to put words in your mouth -- but how

          8          would the clerk know to put the Schlumberger

          9          personnel on the helicopter to go to the beach

         10          before the job was even required to see if you

         11          have lift pressure or if you actually had no

         12          lost return?

         13               A.   Well, what we do a lot of times is

         14          since we have to give notice the evening

         15          before, we'll put people on a helicopter in

         16          case they have to go in, or supposed to go in,

         17          and we can take them off.  It's easier to take

         18          them off, then it is to schedule them,

         19          because, you know, we can take them off that
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         20          morning, but we can't, can't schedule them

         21          that early.

         22               Q.   Thank you.  Earlier we were talking

         23          about the BOP, a little leak on the control

         24          pods.  Our records indicated that you were on

         25          the, you were the well site leader, and I have
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          1          some BOP records in front of you, and it

          2          indicated that when you were onboard, you were

          3          the last well site leader to perform the BOP

          4          test, pressure test?  That should be it right,

          5          right there (indicating).  And that's going to

          6          be MBI -- this should be the -- is this it,

          7          Mr. Sepulvado?  Is this what you're looking at

          8          (indicating)?

          9               A.   It started on the -- let's see.

         10               Q.   April 9th?

         11               A.   April 9th.

         12               Q.   Yes.  And it's MBI, it's BP-HZN-

         13          MBI00002499?

         14               A.   That's it.

         15               Q.   And it's also -- well, it looks like

         16          2504.  It's two tests.  If you pull it out,

         17          there's two tests in that one pamphlet, sir.

         18               A.   (Witness complies.)  

         19               Q.   I'm not really familiar with these type
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         20          of BOP tests.  Can you please tell me what

         21          we're looking at?

         22               A.   Okay.  You're talking about the digital

         23          BOP tests?

         24               Q.   Yes, sir.  I'm not really familiar with

         25          the digital BOP tests.
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          1               A.   Okay.  The digital BOP test, I guess,

          2          you know, we worked eight or nine years, you

          3          know, trying to develop this, and the MMS

          4          approved to use it, I guess it was sometime

          5          last year, and we were using it on the

          6          HORIZON.  You have to do your first test, what

          7          we call "the long test," using synthetic mud.

          8                    And the reason this came up is because

          9          of the synthetic mud compressibility.  And we

         10          use these tests -- it makes the test shorter,

         11          but what you do is, do one long test.  The

         12          first test is a long test.  So in other words,

         13          your line has to be five minutes flat,

         14          flatline.  And these -- this digital BOP test

         15          that they use is that test as a baseline, and

         16          then they use these red lights and green

         17          lights after that.

         18                    So in other words, if it follows the

         19          same slope as the original test, you'll get a
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         20          green, a green light.  And if something's

         21          wrong with the test, you'll get a red light,

         22          if it don't follow the same slope of the line,

         23          and they're assuming the slope of the line,

         24          you know, is the compressibility of the fluid. 

         25          You know, temperature affects that
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          1          compressibility of your synthetic mud, and if

          2          you do a long test, you know, you may have to

          3          wait.  Sometimes we'll wait as high as two

          4          hours on one test for that line to get level.

          5               Q.   And in that test on April 9th, was

          6          there any indication that the BOP did not pass

          7          it's pressure test?

          8               A.   No, it wasn't.

          9               Q.   And one thing that's different from

         10          this in the pressure charts we normally see,

         11          there's no signature on this.  How is that

         12          normally handled by the well site leader?  I

         13          see there's a line for "Pump Operator," "Well

         14          Site Leader," and "Subsea Specialist," and

         15          "Toolpusher," but there's no signatures on

         16          here.  Do you all normally sign that at the

         17          rig?

         18               A.   Yes, we -- yes, we normally sign them.

         19               Q.   Okay.  Well, I'll have to get the ones
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         20          that are not.  This was submitted to us, but

         21          we don't have the signed one, so.

         22               A.   Okay.

         23               Q.   But it is signed?

         24               A.   Yes, sir.

         25               Q.   Okay.  Earlier we talked about the
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          1          leaking pod, and I have some other documents

          2          that are right in front of you.  And if you

          3          want to pull them up, it's BP Daily Operations

          4          Reports, and it's 13765, for the MBI number,

          5          BP-HZN-MBI00013765.  And I believe I

          6          highlighted a section that you were on the rig

          7          on 3/10, so I just pulled it up, and it

          8          indicates that "there was a pilot leak on the

          9          BOPs on the yellow pod at one gallon per

         10          minute, switched to blue pod and leaked

         11          slowed.  Put valve function in block, checked

         12          out okay.  Will put BOP stack functions in

         13          block when drill pipe is above stack to

         14          confirm leak is on the stack."  Is that

         15          accurate, sir?

         16               A.   Yes, yes, it is.

         17               Q.   Do you know why this wasn't carried

         18          over into the IADC reports on the rig?

         19               A.   No, I don't.
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         20               Q.   Do you know -- I mean, MMS looks at

         21          IADC reports when they go to the rig.  Are

         22          these made available to the MMS, the BP Daily

         23          Operations Reports?

         24               A.   We have them on location.  If they want

         25          to see them, you know, we, we can give them to
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          1          them, let them look at them.  But, yeah, it

          2          should have been documented in an IADC report.

          3               Q.   Okay.  Would you be surprised that it

          4          was not in the IADC report?

          5               A.   Yes, I would.

          6               Q.   I want to move on to modifications.  To

          7          your knowledge, was there any modifications

          8          that were made to the BOP stack without

          9          Cameron's review?

         10               A.   None that I was told about.

         11               Q.   Do you know if they changed out the

         12          conduit valve package on the BOP stack?

         13               A.   I don't know.

         14               Q.   If there was any modifications would it

         15          have been brought to your attention, sir?

         16               A.   Well, sometimes it may be and sometimes

         17          it may not be.  Usually when they work on BOP

         18          stacks, it's out of the critical paths and

         19          Transocean sends what they call a "SWAT team"
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         20          to the rig, which is four or five people that

         21          comes to help the subsea engineer.  The subsea

         22          engineer is the man on the rig in charge of

         23          the stack.  He does all the repairs to the

         24          stack and functions and test the stack.  And a

         25          lot of times that's done out of critical path,
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          1          and when we're spudding the well in, they're

          2          doing that, so a lot of times, you know, some

          3          of that stuff that they do don't get passed on

          4          to us.  

          5                    Sometimes we'll see -- we'll ask them

          6          for some kind of breakdown of what kind of

          7          work they're going to do on the stack between

          8          the wells, and usually it's just stuff like

          9          replacing rubber goods and stuff like that. 

         10          And a lot of times if they find something

         11          that's not on that list and they repair it,

         12          they don't -- we don't know about it.

         13               Q.   That Transocean SWAT team, is that just

         14          solely Transocean personnel or do they bring

         15          the manufacturer's people in as well, or is it

         16          just solely Transocean?

         17               A.   Well, the SWAT team is usually solely

         18          Transocean.  Now if they're thinking that they

         19          want a new look at something else on the
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         20          stack, sometimes they bring a Cameron guy out,

         21          and sometimes BP would request a third party

         22          guy who's usually from West Houston or

         23          somebody that's familiar with the stacks.

         24               Q.   Yesterday it was brought to our

         25          attention that it's a typical -- I hate to say

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (56 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:17 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                       29

          1          "typical" -- a common industry practice to

          2          displace the riser and offload to the boat

          3          simultaneously.  Is that accurate, sir?

          4               A.   Yes, it is.  But you can still keep up

          5          with what you got coming back out of the well. 

          6          If you -- they got what they call "PVT

          7          monitors," which monitors volumes in the pits,

          8          and if you'll check off just the pits that

          9          you're going into from the well, then you can

         10          keep up with what's coming out of the well and

         11          still pump to the boat.

         12               Q.   So you have no concerns with -- if you

         13          were on the rig if they were -- with the

         14          accuracy of volume recording and what's being

         15          displaced and offloaded?

         16               A.   No, I don't, because I'd make them

         17          check the pits that we were pumping into and

         18          take the pits off that we were pumping to the

         19          boat, take them offline, which would be out of
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         20          the PVT sensors, we wouldn't total them.

         21               Q.   And who would you make do that?

         22               A.   Usually the -- you'd have to get the

         23          driller or the AD to do it because of the --

         24          it's a Transocean system.  And you might want

         25          to tell the mud loggers, too, because they,
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          1          they also monitor volume.

          2               Q.   I hate to keep jumping back around, but

          3          about that pod that we discussed earlier with

          4          the leak on it, do you know if the MMS was

          5          ever notified about that leak?

          6               A.   The way that's usually handled, you

          7          know, if they have a problem, they send ROV

          8          down, he looks at, you know, if he sees

          9          anything on the stack, he tells the subsea

         10          engineer, the subsea engineer goes to the OIM,

         11          the OIM will come to us and I'll call Houston

         12          and let my team leader know.

         13               Q.   Do you know if anyone reported that to

         14          the MMS New Orleans District?

         15               A.   I don't know.  I reported it to John

         16          Guide, who was the team leader at the time,

         17          and I don't know if he reported it to the MMS

         18          or not, but that's usually the way it was

         19          done.  You know, he would report it to our
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         20          regulatory lady and she would report it to the

         21          MMS.

         22               Q.   Are you familiar with the MMS

         23          regulations?

         24               A.   Yes, sir, I am.

         25               Q.   I think I have one regulation that's
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          1          right in front of you if you want to reference

          2          it.  It's Regulation 250.451D.  Is that in

          3          front of you, sir?

          4               A.   Yes, it is.

          5               Q.   What is the requirement if a pod is not

          6          fully functional?

          7               A.   It says, "Suspend further drilling

          8          operations to a less station or pod is

          9          operable."

         10               Q.   Was that done at the DEEPWATER HORIZON?

         11               A.   Well, no, it wasn't.  And the reason it

         12          wasn't, I guess we assumed that everything was

         13          okay since I reported it to the team leader

         14          and he should have reported it to the MMS.

         15               Q.   And that was John Guide, sir?

         16               A.   John Guide.

         17               Q.   Okay.  And I'm going to move on to

         18          audits.  Are you familiar with the DEEPWATER

         19          HORIZON's follow-up regarding Marine Assurance

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (61 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:17 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20          that was conducted in September of 2009?

         21               A.   I saw, I saw the audit, but I wasn't

         22          involved in it.  I think I was working nights

         23          there.  You know, the first week on the hitch

         24          we work nights, second hitch we work days,

         25          second part of the hitch.  They came and made
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          1          that audit, and usually they talked to the --

          2          whatever company man's working daylight tour. 

          3          And usually the way that worked is, they did

          4          the audit, they would bring it back and have

          5          what's called a "debriefing" before they left. 

          6          They would get the company men together, the

          7          toolpusher, the OIMs, and give us a rundown of

          8          what they found on the audit, and we would

          9          turn the list over to the OIM and leave it up

         10          to him to get those things fixed.  And every

         11          so often, they would call us on the phone and

         12          we would revisit some of these things.  They'd

         13          want to know, you know, how much, how much of

         14          it was done, how much of it was left to do,

         15          and giving some dates when they'd finish the

         16          rest of it.

         17               Q.   And who were the people that were

         18          requesting those dates?  Was that John Guide,

         19          Ian Little?
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         20               A.   I'm trying to remember.  I think John

         21          Guide was in on that telephone call, but then

         22          they had some of the guys that was doing the

         23          audit, was also in on that.  Normally you got

         24          a third party group to come out and do the

         25          audit.
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          1               Q.   Do you know a Kevin Davies or a Norman

          2          Wong (phonetic)?  Are those BP employees?

          3               A.   Yes, they are.

          4               Q.   And those are the normal --

          5               A.   Well, let me, let me back up on that. 

          6          I think Davies is a contract guy, I'm not

          7          sure, but he works for BP.

          8               Q.   And what was your relationship with

          9          Transocean in addressing those

         10          recommendations?  Did you directly work with

         11          Jimmy Harrell or any other person on the rig

         12          to ensure that those were being completed to

         13          your satisfaction, or BP's satisfaction?

         14               A.   Well, a lot of those things were things

         15          that we didn't know anything about, and

         16          normally we left it up to the guys that come

         17          out and did the audit to follow-up on it.  You

         18          know, they would contact Transocean every so

         19          often, and then like we'd have this phone
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         20          conversation to check up on what had been done

         21          on audit, and like I said, what was going to

         22          continue to be done on them, what the status

         23          was on them, what hadn't been done.  But that

         24          was done from our Houston office.

         25               Q.   Did you know if there was any problems
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          1          in Transocean addressing those recommendations

          2          in a timely fashion?  

          3               A.   Well, none that I knew of.  We had some

          4          of the, some of the supervisors in the office

          5          on some of these audits, too, mechanical

          6          supervisors and some of the marine people to

          7          check out anything that -- the status on some

          8          of the stuff was on audit on their end.  But

          9          as far as I know, they didn't have any

         10          problems other than, you know, some of them

         11          was longer than the others and there were some

         12          that were waiting on parts.

         13               Q.   Were you present at the MODU Spec Audit

         14          from April 1st through April 14th?

         15               A.   That was of this year?

         16               Q.   Yes, sir.  Right, April 1, 2010,

         17          through April 14th, 2010, the MODU Spec.

         18               A.   Yes, I think I was there, because I

         19          left the 16th.
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         20               Q.   In both those audits, it had indicated

         21          that the BOP was well past its required OEM

         22          and API Inspection dates of every three to

         23          five years.  Is that accurate, sir?

         24               A.   Yes, sir.

         25               Q.   Are you familiar with the Regulation
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          1          250.446A?

          2               A.   No, I'm not.

          3               Q.   Are you familiar that you're required

          4          to have the API or OEM Inspection on those

          5          every three to five years?

          6               A.   No, I didn't.

          7               Q.   Another issue in the BP audit indicated

          8          that there was a lot of turnover at the

          9          DEEPWATER HORIZON, and most of them were core

         10          group people that were responsible for the

         11          maintenance of engines and compartments in the

         12          -- components in the engine room.  Is that an

         13          accurate statement, sir?

         14               A.   They had some turnover, but I don't

         15          know who in the Mechanical Department, you

         16          know, what kind of turnover they had, because

         17          we hardly ever dealt with them.  The only ones

         18          we dealt with,  knew of would be the ones in

         19          the drilling, drilling end of the business.
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         20               Q.   Was there a turnover in the drilling

         21          portion of it, sir?

         22               A.   Yes, we did have some turnovers, but,

         23          you know, it wasn't really unusual.

         24               Q.   There was a note in the audit for the

         25          DEEPWATER HORIZON that BP had completed, and
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          1          I'll read it to you.  It says, "The audit made

          2          a number of findings.  Based on the nature of

          3          these findings, i.e., the rig floor non-

          4          operational and the potential adverse effect

          5          on the rig emergency preparedness and water

          6          tight integrity regarding the marine-related

          7          issues, a recommendation was made to the Well

          8          Team to suspend operations until many have

          9          been satisfactorily addressed."  Did the Well

         10          Teams at any time shut down the DEEPWATER

         11          HORIZON per that recommendation?

         12               A.   They had a flooding incident on the

         13          HORIZON.  I don't know exactly what day that

         14          was on.  I wasn't on the rig when that

         15          happened.  I know the rig was shut down for

         16          some periods of time till they did their

         17          investigation, and then -- but any other times

         18          they were shut down for anything like that, I

         19          don't know.  Not while I was out there.
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         20               Q.   Were you on the rig when they had a

         21          safety stand-down in late 2009?

         22               A.   Yeah, we had several safety stand-down.

         23               Q.   In 2009, there was one reported in this

         24          report due to 15 near misses.  Do you recall

         25          that one?

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (72 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:17 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                       37

          1               A.   No, I don't.

          2               Q.   Have you been back to work, sir, with

          3          BP since the incident?

          4               A.   Yes, I have.

          5               Q.   Are you aware of any training or safety

          6          notices that BP has put out in relation to

          7          this incident to its well site leaders?

          8               A.   I hadn't seen any training notices, no.

          9               Q.   Was there any safety notices?

         10               A.   There has been safety notices, yes.

         11               Q.   Is there anything that you do

         12          differently now as a well site leader that you

         13          didn't do in the past -- that you did do in

         14          the past?  Excuse me.

         15               A.   Well, we look at the BOP, tested the

         16          BOPs, we do that in a different way now.  You

         17          know, we function the, we function everything

         18          with the ROVs on surface, and we also do the

         19          deadman test on surface.  But other than that,
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         20          pretty much everything else is pretty much

         21          routine, you know, we just make sure

         22          everything gets tested on the stack.

         23               Q.   Do you know if BP has seen a drilling

         24          advisors on site to issue assurance to anybody

         25          on the rig?
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          1               A.   No, I don't.

          2               Q.   Do you know if BP has a drilling

          3          superintendent accountable for the regular

          4          discussions with contractors?

          5               A.   No, I don't.  That's usually done in

          6          Houston.

          7               Q.   Do you know that in 2002 that BP had 2

          8          incidents in Grand Isle 92 for shallow gas

          9          flow?

         10               A.   I don't remember.

         11               Q.   Okay.  There was a letter sent by Mr.

         12          Kent Wells to the Minerals and Management

         13          Service at the time that indicated that they

         14          were going to have both drilling

         15          superintendents accountable for regular

         16          discussions with contractors and senior

         17          drilling advisors that provide onsite

         18          assurance to BP personnel.  And you don't know

         19          of any of those individuals being on the

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (75 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:17 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20          DEEPWATER HORIZON?

         21               A.   No, I don't.   

         22                    MR. MATHEWS:

         23                                   Thank you, sir.  I have no further

         24                    questions.    

         25               MR. McCARROLL:
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          1                                   I just have a couple of follow-up

          2                    questions real quick.

          3                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          4          BY MR. McCARROLL:

          5               Q.   When you're normally on the rig, do you

          6          work days or nights?

          7               A.   The first part of the hitch we work

          8          nights, and the second we work days.

          9               Q.   And who normally works opposite to you?

         10               A.   On the HORIZON?

         11               Q.   Uh-huh (affirmative response), yes,

         12          sir.

         13               A.   Okay.  Don Vidrine, I worked with him a

         14          week, and I've worked with Murray Sepulvado a

         15          week.

         16               Q.   And how long has Don Vidrine been on

         17          the rig?  Do you know?

         18               A.   I can't, I can't put an exact time on

         19          it.  He's been out there six months or longer.
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         20               Q.   At least six months.  Does he have

         21          prior experience that you were comfortable

         22          with him being on the rig with Mr. Kaluza?

         23               A.   I never worked with him.

         24               Q.   Mr. Vidrine.

         25               A.   I never worked with Don.  I think Don
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          1          came over to the rig to relieve somebody one

          2          hitch, and that's the only time I ever worked

          3          with him before he came to the HORIZON the

          4          second time.

          5               Q.   Okay.  So you have, you have no

          6          knowledge of his experience level?

          7               A.   No, other than just working with him

          8          since he's been on the HORIZON, and before

          9          that none.   

         10               MR. McCARROLL:

         11                                   Okay.  Thank you. 

         12                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         13                                   Flag State?   

         14                    MR. LINSIN:

         15                                   Thank you, Captain.   Good morning,

         16                    Mr. Sepulvado.  My name is Greg Linsin. 

         17                    I represent the Republic of The

         18                    Marshall Islands, the Flag State for

         19                    the DEEPWATER HORIZON.  Sir, I have a
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         20                    few follow-up questions if you will

         21                    bear with me.

         22                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         23          BY MR. LINSIN:

         24               Q.   Can you tell us, sir, who is your

         25          immediate supervisor?
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          1               A.   We report to -- I can't think of his

          2          name now.  I've drawn a blank.  John Guide.

          3               Q.   John Guide.  And when you call back to

          4          town, or to the beach, who is it that you most

          5          often speak with, is it Mr. Guide or other

          6          personnel?

          7               A.   John Guide's who we directly work for,

          8          and a lot of times we'll talk to the senior

          9          engineer or the lead engineer, the backup

         10          engineer on the project.

         11               Q.   And what is Mr. Guide's title, please? 

         12          Do you know?

         13               A.   He's a team leader.

         14               Q.   And does he get out to the rig with any

         15          frequency?

         16               A.   Yes, he does.  He probably comes to the

         17          rig roughly every three months.

         18               Q.   I want to ask you a couple of

         19          questions, sir, about particular operations
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         20          that occurred on this well just prior to your

         21          departure, I gather on the 16th of April, and

         22          then some that occurred after you departed and

         23          see if you may have had any communication

         24          about those operations as well.

         25               A.   Okay.
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          1               Q.   What time of day on the 16th did you

          2          depart?

          3               A.   It was roughly nine or ten o'clock in

          4          the morning.

          5               Q.   And do you recall, sir, that just prior

          6          to your departure, I guess as you were

          7          departing, that the hole was being conditioned

          8          prior to their running the casings?

          9               A.   Yes.  We'd made a trip in the hole to

         10          condition the hole before running casing.

         11               Q.   All right.  And do you recall that the

         12          bit had been out of the hole for four or five

         13          days prior to -- while you were doing the

         14          logging, prior to the 15th; is that correct? 

         15               A.   That's correct. 

         16               Q.   All right.  And do you recall when it

         17          was that you initiated this wiper trip for the

         18          hole?

         19               A.   You're talking about what date?
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         20               Q.   Yes, sir. 

         21               A.   They were in a hole when I left,

         22          circulating bottoms-up, so it had to be 15th,

         23          16th timeframe.

         24               Q.   All right.  Would it fit with your

         25          recollection that that wiper trip was
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          1          initiated about 0430 on the 16th and ran, I

          2          gather, until after you departed, about 1400

          3          on the 16th?

          4               A.   I don't know.  I didn't, you know, I

          5          left there about nine o'clock, so I don't

          6          know, I don't know what time it ended.

          7               Q.   All right.  Who was it that was

          8          monitoring the quality of the mud that was

          9          being brought up during the course of that

         10          wiper trip, sir?

         11               A.   That should have been the shaker hand,

         12          the mud engineer, and those are usually the

         13          two people that, they monitor the mud coming

         14          back out of the hole.

         15               Q.   The shaker hand, and I'm sorry, what?

         16               A.   The mud engineer.

         17               Q.   And can you explain to us, on this rig

         18          anyhow, how was it that the gas content of

         19          this mud was being measured?

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (85 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:17 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20               A.   The mud loggers have a gas trap and a

         21          possum belly, and as it comes out of the hole

         22          and falls into that possum belly, the gas trap

         23          picks up the gas.

         24               Q.   And where is that data recorded?

         25               A.   It should be recorded on BP's Daily
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          1          Reports, IADC reports, and also the, the

          2          Sperry Sun Mud Logging Reports.

          3               Q.   And do you know, or did you receive any

          4          report, did you go back and look at any point

          5          what the gas, what gas units of mud were

          6          detected in the bottoms-up mud from this wiper

          7          trip?

          8               A.   I was gone when they got bottoms-up,

          9          so, you know, I don't recall what it was.

         10               Q.   All right.  Do you have any information

         11          about what the mud cut was from the bottoms-up

         12          mud?

         13               A.   No, I don't.  I wasn't there.

         14               Q.   All right.  Would that also be

         15          recorded, or where would that information be

         16          recorded?

         17               A.   Should also be reported on the mud

         18          logging report, BP morning report and IADC.

         19               Q.   Now from the time -- you were at a well

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (87 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:17 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20          control training program; is that what I heard

         21          you to testify, sir?

         22               A.   Yes, sir, that's right.

         23               Q.   So from the time you left the rig on

         24          the 16th until the events of the night of

         25          April 20th, were you in communication with the
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          1          personnel on the rig?

          2               A.   No, I wasn't.

          3               Q.   Did anyone call you or discuss any of

          4          those operations with you during that

          5          interval?

          6               A.   I got a call about two o'clock in the

          7          morning in the hotel, and it was my son,

          8          wanting to know if I knew that the rig was on

          9          fire, but that was about it.

         10               Q.   That would be two o'clock in the

         11          morning on April 21st?

         12               A.   Yes, sir. 

         13               Q.   All right.  So have you come to learn

         14          anything about problems that were encountered

         15          when they attempted to pull the wear bushing

         16          out of the hole?

         17               A.   No, I don't.

         18               Q.   Did you hear anything about problems

         19          they encountered when they attempted to pull
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         20          the float equipment out of the hole, or to

         21          convert -- I'm sorry, to convert the float

         22          equipment? 

         23                    MR. WHALEN:

         24                                   I --     

         25                    MR. LINSIN:
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          1                                   Go ahead. 

          2                    MR. WHALEN:

          3                                   -- would have to object to that

          4                    question.  He's asking for hearsay. 

          5                    It's -- what he's heard is not going to

          6                    lead to anything reliable for this, for

          7                    this body.     

          8                    MR. DYKES:

          9                                   But in this fact-finding hearing,

         10                    hearsay is allowed as far as giving us

         11                    any additional information to go look. 

         12                    MR. WHALEN:

         13                                   The rules of evidence are there to

         14                    prevent finder-of-fact from getting

         15                    unreliable evidence and leading to a

         16                    false conclusion.  I'm just trying to

         17                    make sure that you get reliable

         18                    evidence here --     

         19                    MR. DYKES:
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         20                                   We understand that. 

         21                    MR. WHALEN:

         22                                   -- and what somebody overheard may

         23                    not help you.           

         24                    MR. DYKES:

         25                                   But if he has information that
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          1                    could lead us further down the road to

          2                    go look for additional information is

          3                    what we're looking for. 

          4                         THE WITNESS: 

          5                                   I don't have any information other

          6                    than just, you know, stuff I've read.  

          7          BY MR. LINSIN:

          8               Q.   Did you discuss this with anyone, sir?

          9               A.   No, I haven't.

         10               Q.   All right.  And the stuff you've read,

         11          what are you talking about when you say the

         12          "stuff" you've read?

         13               A.   Well, it's the BP Morning Reports.

         14               Q.   All right.  So the information you have

         15          about the problems with conversion of float

         16          equipment you learned from the BP Morning

         17          Report; is that correct? 

         18               A.   That's correct. 

         19               Q.   Did you receive -- again I understand
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         20          you were not on the rig, but did you receive

         21          any information about the procedures that were

         22          used to condition the hole prior to initiating

         23          the cementing job?

         24               A.   No, I didn't.

         25               Q.   Have you discussed that with anyone
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          1          since the incident, sir?

          2               A.   No, I haven't.

          3               Q.   Have you discussed with anyone the

          4          decisions that were made regarding the running

          5          of the negative tests on April 20th?

          6               A.   No, I haven't.

          7               Q.   Did anyone contact you on April 20th

          8          about how the negative tests were going to be

          9          run?

         10               A.   No, they didn't.

         11               Q.   Do you carry a mobile phone, sir?

         12               A.   Yes, I do. 

         13               Q.   And did you have it with you at the

         14          well control school?

         15               A.   Yes, I did, but I had it cut off.

         16               Q.   Lastly, did you have any information

         17          about the process that was used for displacing

         18          the riser on the 20th?

         19               A.   No, I didn't.  I didn't see that
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         20          procedure.

         21               Q.   Have you discussed that with anyone

         22          since April 20th?

         23               A.   No, I haven't.   

         24                    MR. LINSIN:

         25                                   I have no further questions.  Thank
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          1                    you, Captain. 

          2                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          3                                   Thank you, sir.  Halliburton.  

          4                    MR. GODWIN:

          5                                   No questions, Captain.  

          6                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          7                                   Thank you.  Weatherford. 

          8                    MR. LEMOINE:  

          9                                   No questions, Captain.  

         10                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         11                                   Thank you, sir.  M-I SWACO?   

         12                    MR. EASON:  

         13                                   No questions.  Thank you. 

         14                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         15                                   Yes, sir.  Dril-Quip. 

         16                    MR. KAPLAN:  

         17                                   No questions. 

         18                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         19                                   Thank you, sir.  Douglas Brown. 
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         20                    MR. GORDON:

         21                                   No questions. 

         22                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         23                                   Thank you, sir.  Curt Kuchta. 

         24                    MR. SCHONEKAS:

         25                                   No questions. 
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          1                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          2                                   Thank you, sir.  Jimmy Harrell. 

          3                    MR. FANNING:

          4                                   Yes, sir, I have a few. 

          5                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          6                                   Yes, sir.

          7                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          8          BY MR. FANNING:

          9               Q.   Good morning, Mr. Sepulvado.

         10               A.   Good morning.

         11               Q.   My name is Pat Fanning.  I represent

         12          Jimmy Harrell.  You know Jimmy, don't you?

         13               A.   Yes, I do. 

         14               Q.   Okay.  Tell us what was Jimmy's job on

         15          the rig?

         16               A.   Jimmy was the OIM.  He was actually the

         17          guy that was in charge of the rig.

         18               Q.   How long did you know Jimmy?

         19               A.   I'm guessing, but ever since he's been
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         20          on the HORIZON, which, five, six years maybe.

         21               Q.   How long were you on the HORIZON?

         22               A.   Seven years.

         23               Q.   Okay.  Jimmy has testified under oath

         24          here previously -- I want to make sure you

         25          agree with him -- that no one from BP, no --
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          1          certainly no supervisors from BP and no one

          2          from Transocean would ever do anything to

          3          jeopardize the safety of anyone on that rig. 

          4          Do you agree with that?

          5               A.   I agree with that.

          6               Q.   Okay.  Now, you talked about the

          7          drilling of this well was a joint effort

          8          between Transocean and BP.  I'd like to ask

          9          you a few questions about that.

         10                    Clearly, we all know that BP was the

         11          owner of the well; is that correct, sir?

         12               A.   That's correct. 

         13               Q.   Okay.  And BP hired Transocean to come

         14          in and do the drilling; is that correct? 

         15               A.   That's correct. 

         16               Q.   And BP designed the well?

         17               A.   Yes, BP designed the well.

         18               Q.   Okay.  And BP directed Transocean in

         19          how the well was to be drilled; is that
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         20          correct? 

         21               A.   That was more of a joint effort.  You

         22          know, anything that came up in drilling

         23          operations were always discussed with, with

         24          OIMs and the toolpushers, and they were given

         25          the procedures before each well to look at,
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          1          and if there's anything they didn't like on it

          2          or want to discuss, you know, we -- they had

          3          that opportunity.

          4               Q.   All right.  But you designed the plan. 

          5          When I say "you," I mean BP.  And, for

          6          example, on each day, on each individual day

          7          there was a  well plan, wasn't there, sir,

          8          something to be done that day?

          9               A.   Yes, there was.

         10               Q.   Okay.  And BP devised that well plan

         11          each day, did it not?

         12               A.   Well, BP devised the well plan, but,

         13          yeah, you know, we passed, like I say, we

         14          passed those plans around, they were usually

         15          draft and anybody involved in the operation

         16          had the opportunity to add or take away or

         17          discuss anything that was on a plan.

         18               Q.   But when you say it was "a joint

         19          effort," clearly it was not an effort of

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (103 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:17 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20          equals there.  BP devised it, owned it,

         21          designed it, hired Transocean, told them what

         22          to do, and if they wanted to comment on it,

         23          they could; isn't that correct?

         24               A.   That's right.

         25               Q.   Okay.  I heard you speaking earlier
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          1          about displacing mud and pumping to the vessel

          2          at the same time, and I heard you saying that

          3          you would direct people on how to do that

          4          through the pits; is that correct? 

          5               A.   Well, usually we left it up to the mud

          6          engineer and the derrick hand, you know.  If

          7          they had room to take the displacement of the

          8          riser on the rig, that's what we did.  If we

          9          didn't, we'd have to devise some control

         10          method to keep up with what's coming out of

         11          the hole and being pumped to the boat.  

         12               Q.   But you directed that effort?  I

         13          thought I heard you say that earlier.

         14               A.   Well, I was -- I am involved in those

         15          discussions, because it's just like a

         16          procedure like anything else.  Usually the mud

         17          engineer devises those procedures and we get

         18          with the derrick hands, make sure we got --

         19          and go over the procedure with them and the
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         20          drillers and the toolpushers and make sure

         21          that we can keep up with what's coming out of

         22          the well.

         23               Q.   Okay.  But that's another one of those

         24          issues where BP, of course, has control over

         25          how it's done, how it's performed on the rig. 

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (106 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:17 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                       54

          1          Am I correct in that?

          2               A.   Well, that depends on, you know, what

          3          the conditions are, you know.  If the rig can

          4          handle the mud, we don't pump it to the boat,

          5          what we're displacing.  If it came, you know,

          6          then we have to improvise.

          7               Q.   My question wasn't how you would do it,

          8          my question was, didn't BP control that.  You

          9          said earlier that you directed them to do

         10          things.  I'm asking you, didn't BP have the

         11          final say on how that was done as an example

         12          of how you control the operations of the rig?

         13               A.   Well, it was agreed upon as a

         14          committee.  It wasn't just one guy's say-so.

         15               Q.   It's a committee, but always BP has the

         16          final say-so; would you agree with that?

         17               A.   Well, it depends on what they want to

         18          do.

         19               Q.   What who wants to do, sir?
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         20               A.   Well, you know, if, if we, if somebody

         21          says "I don't have enough room on the rig to

         22          take all the mud displacement out of the

         23          riser, you know, we're going to have to pump

         24          some to the boat, well, you know, that's good

         25          as long as we can control what's coming,
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          1          coming out of the hole.  And that's, you know,

          2          the yes.  If you're saying that I have that

          3          say-so, that's right.

          4               Q.   Okay.  Were you aware that on the

          5          morning of the 20th that BP -- and I'm talking

          6          of course on April 20th, 2010 -- that the BP

          7          well plan for that day did not include any

          8          directions to do any negative tests at all?

          9               A.   I didn't see the procedure for the

         10          negative tests.  Those hadn't come out at the

         11          time I left the rig.

         12               Q.   Well, I understand you weren't on the

         13          rig, but I'm asking if you were aware, either

         14          from information that you received before or

         15          after, that there was no provision for a

         16          negative test to be run on April 20th in BP's

         17          well plan for that day?

         18               A.   Yes, there was a provision for it.

         19               Q.   On the well plan from April 20th?
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         20               A.   Yes, sir.

         21               Q.   Work order for that day?

         22               A.   Well, I don't know about the work order

         23          for that day, but there was a provision for

         24          it.

         25               Q.   Where, in the APD?
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          1               A.   No.  It should have been sent out in

          2          the final well plan that was sent for the P&A

          3          of the well, because we discussed, you know --

          4          what the engineers usually do is send out a

          5          rough or a draft copy of what we're going to

          6          do for the well, and I noted that the negative

          7          test wasn't on that procedure.  And this is

          8          the reason for sending those procedures out,

          9          to get everybody's input.  So I e-mailed, e-

         10          mailed the engineer back and told him we need

         11          to put the negative test in the procedure.

         12               Q.   But were you aware that on the morning

         13          of April 20th there was no provision for doing

         14          the well, the negative test on the well that

         15          morning and then Jimmy Harrell insisted that

         16          it be done?

         17               A.   I wasn't aware of that.

         18               Q.   Okay.  You don't know anything about

         19          that because you weren't on the rig?
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         20               A.   Right.

         21               Q.   And so you didn't see the work orders

         22          for that day as they were issued?

         23               A.   No, I didn't.  But I know there was

         24          supposed to be a negative test done on the

         25          well, and it was supposed to have been put
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          1          into the procedure.

          2               Q.   Okay.

          3               A.   Because we sent e-mails, should be some

          4          e-mails of that fact.

          5               Q.   Which would have been earlier than

          6          April 20th, certainly?

          7               A.   Yes, yes, sir, that's right.

          8               Q.   Okay.  And so have you followed these

          9          proceedings since they've been going on, sir? 

         10          I'm talking about the Joint Committee

         11          proceedings here.

         12               A.   I try not to.

         13               Q.   All right.  So you don't have any

         14          knowledge from any source whatsoever before or

         15          after April 20th about what I'm saying about

         16          the work orders that day not calling for the

         17          negative test, do you?

         18               A.   No, I don't.  

         19                    MR. FANNING:
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         20                                   Okay.  Thank you.  That's all the

         21                    questions I have.

         22                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         23                                   Thank you, sir.  Just a couple of

         24                    questions here, Mr. Sepulvado.

         25                              E X A M I N A T I O N
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          1          BY CAPT. NGUYEN:

          2               Q.   Based on your understanding, while a

          3          vessel's underway, who has the ultimate

          4          responsibility for the safety of the vessel

          5          and its personnel?

          6               A.   Underway it would be the captain.

          7               Q.   Okay.  Based on your understanding, who

          8          has the water vessel on -- when it is on

          9          station, who has the ultimate responsibility

         10          for the vessel and its personnel?

         11               A.   The OIM.

         12               Q.   Thank you, sir.  

         13                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         14                                   Mike Williams.

         15                    MR. PENTON:

         16                                   Yes, Captain. 

         17                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         18                                   Thank you.

         19                              MR. PENTON:
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         20                                        Good morning sir.  My name is

         21                              Ronnie Penton and I represent Mike

         22                    Williams.  I have a couple of questions

         23                    for you.

         24                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         25          BY MR. PENTON:
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          1               Q.   I think I might have missed it in the

          2          very beginning.  Can you give us a brief

          3          outline of your, of your qualifications and

          4          experience in the oilfield?  I know you've

          5          given us the companies that you worked for and

          6          the number of the years you worked there, but

          7          just a brief summary of that.

          8               A.   Well, I started out working in the

          9          oilfield as a roustabout and a roughneck

         10          during college days at LSU.  When I got out of

         11          college, I found out I could make more money

         12          roustabouting than I could in what I majored

         13          in in college, so I stayed in the oilfield,

         14          roustabout and roughnecked for another year or

         15          so, then I went to work for Baroid as a mud

         16          engineer, mud engineering for about three

         17          years, then went to work for Wilson Downhole

         18          Directional Drill for about three years.  In

         19          '77 went to work for Penzoil as a company man,
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         20          and in '80 I went to work for ARCO as a well

         21          site leader, which is the same thing as a

         22          company man, and in 2000 BP bought out ARCO,

         23          and I'm still with BP today.

         24               Q.   Thank you.  And you really transitioned

         25          into -- one of the questions I was going to
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          1          ask you is, what is the difference between a

          2          well site leader and a onsite company man in

          3          terms of BP?  There may be a difference among

          4          other companies, but I'm interested in BP.

          5               A.   I guess it depends on who you work for. 

          6          With BP, they started calling us well site

          7          leaders four or five years ago, I guess. 

          8          Before that we were company representatives,

          9          drilling supervisors.  You know, they had

         10          different names for us.

         11               Q.   All right.  And I even notice on the

         12          witness list they reference some people as

         13          "company men" and you as a "well site leader,"

         14          but for our purposes, you are the company man

         15          onsite; is that correct? 

         16               A.   Yeah, it's all the same.

         17               Q.   All right.  And so, you have the

         18          complete BP responsibility on the rig, you're

         19          the top BP employee on the rig at a given time
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         20          as a well site leader?

         21               A.   Yes, that's correct.

         22               Q.   And can you kind of give me the

         23          positions below you?  And let's just work on

         24          the last day that you were on the rig, which

         25          was what day?
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          1               A.   The 16th of April.

          2               Q.   All right.  Can you just kind of tell

          3          me the positions under you, BP employees that

          4          were onsite and who they were?

          5               A.   Yeah.  I can't remember anybody else

          6          that was out there from BP at the time other

          7          than the other well site leader.  Now, we had

          8          some, some additional ones coming out on the

          9          helicopter that day.

         10               Q.   All right.  So who was the other well

         11          site leader?

         12               A.   Don Vidrine.

         13               Q.   Okay.  Now, let me ask you that John

         14          Guide was your direct supervisor?

         15               A.   Yes, sir, that's correct.

         16               Q.   And we understood from yesterday's

         17          testimony that there was a daily telephone

         18          conference with Mr. John Guide; were you aware

         19          of that?
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         20               A.   Yes, sir.  We have a morning meeting

         21          every morning about 7:30.

         22               Q.   And how many times on the average

         23          during this well did you speak with John Guide

         24          on a daily basis?

         25               A.   Well, we usually talked to him every
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          1          day, unless he was gone on vacation or gone

          2          away from the office for some reason or

          3          another.  Sometimes two or three times a day.

          4               Q.   Is it fair to say that BP in Houston

          5          had the final authority over your actions?  In

          6          other words, you would draw upon Mr. Guide and

          7          BP in Houston for that purpose?

          8               A.   Yes, that's correct. 

          9               Q.   Now, let's talk just a minute about the

         10          casing plan.  Your testimony was pretty quick,

         11          and I don't think that I heard it all, but did

         12          you testify that the original casing plan was

         13          a tapered string; is that correct? 

         14               A.   Yes, that's correct.

         15               Q.   And is that a tapered long string?

         16               A.   Yes, sir. 

         17               Q.   And let me ask you, sir, in wells in

         18          the past, in deepwater wells in the past that

         19          you were on for BP, how many of those utilized
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         20          a long string casing?

         21               A.   We normally ran most of our, a lot of

         22          our casing strings are long strings.  You

         23          know, sometimes we'll set liners, but most of

         24          the time they're long strings.

         25               Q.   Well, let's talk about the liners.  How
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          1          many wells have you been -- deepwater wells

          2          for BP where you did not set a production

          3          liner in connection with a long string?  Has

          4          there ever been a time?

          5               A.   Well, we're in the exploration group,

          6          so we hardly ever set production strings.

          7               Q.   And we'll talk about that in a minute. 

          8          But I guess my question to you is, on the

          9          exploration side -- and that's what the

         10          HORIZON rig was, was it not?

         11               A.   Yes, sir, it was assigned exploration. 

         12          We did maybe a handful of wells that was kept

         13          for production, but most of them are 

         14          exploration.

         15               Q.   And for the most part, you had a drill

         16          crew onboard that were not production hands

         17          that were drill hands; is that correct?

         18               A.   That's correct, had more experience at

         19          drilling.
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         20               Q.   Well, the greater majority of their

         21          experience was drilling and exploration, was

         22          it not, not production?

         23               A.   That's correct. 

         24               Q.   Did BP ever ask or requisition

         25          Transocean to stage production staffing on an
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          1          exploration rig when BP knew that this rig

          2          would be doing production work in addition to

          3          its exploration function?

          4               A.   Not that I recall.

          5               Q.   Have you ever been on a BP well where

          6          that was done?

          7               A.   No, I haven't.      

          8                    MR. DYKES:

          9                                   Mr. Penton, let me interrupt for

         10                    one second.  You're using the term

         11                    "production," meaning production

         12                    operations, but your, I think your

         13                    correct term should be "moving into the

         14                    completion mode.'  

         15                    MR. PENTON:

         16                                   Completion, yes.  I'm sorry. 

         17                    That's what I mean.  And that's why I

         18                    said "we'll get to that in a minute,"

         19                    but I'm not quite at that subject.  I

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (127 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:17 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20                    appreciate your comments, then.

         21          BY MR. PENTON:

         22               Q.   Back to the long string.  Were you a

         23          part of the original plan, as of the 16th, to

         24          run a long string as opposed to production

         25          liner?
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          1               A.   Well, I saw the original procedure come

          2          out and that was for the long string.

          3               Q.   Were you a part of the decision-making

          4          process to consider going a production-liner

          5          route?

          6               A.   Well, what we were told, that they were

          7          having some discussions in Houston about

          8          running a liner, and all they told us was to

          9          have everything on the rig that we needed to

         10          run the long string or the liner.

         11               Q.   Now, I have read more documents than

         12          I've had time to read, but I'm sure there's

         13          some I haven't read.  But not a single one of

         14          them did I see where any of the e-mails going

         15          back and forth, or the technical documents

         16          going back and forth were ever exchanged or

         17          communicated to Transocean, am I right about

         18          that, on that subject?

         19               A.   Yeah, I don't know.  I don't know what
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         20          they got.

         21               Q.   Would it surprise you if there was no

         22          communication with Transocean in the days

         23          leading up to the 20th about the option of

         24          going either long string and/or a production

         25          liner?
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          1               A.   Yes, there was communication on the rig

          2          about it.  Yeah, I don't know if they received

          3          any e-mails, but I know Jimmy Harrell was told

          4          that we may go with a liner instead of a long

          5          string.

          6               Q.   Okay.  Let's talk a minute about

          7          cement.  Were you involved whatsoever in the

          8          decision with respect to the centralizer

          9          program?

         10               A.   No, sir.  We usually don't have any

         11          input from the rig on the centralizer program. 

         12          That's usually done between engineers in the

         13          office and Halliburton, which is a cement

         14          company.  They run models and make

         15          recommendations to the engineers in the office

         16          and they come up with a plan between them, and

         17          they usually just pass whatever that is on to

         18          us.

         19               Q.   Once BP made their decision to run the
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         20          long string, were you aware that there was an

         21          issue, were you made aware there was an issue

         22          as to the placement and number of

         23          centralizers? 

         24               A.   I wasn't aware of where the placement

         25          of the issue was, but I know that we were
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          1          getting some extra centralizers out on a

          2          helicopter that came out to bring me back to

          3          the beach.

          4               Q.   And when did you become aware of that?

          5               A.   That was the day before I left.  They

          6          called out -- the engineer called out and said

          7          that they were going to be sending some extra

          8          centralizers out, and I went over to the rig

          9          clerk and told him to make sure that we could

         10          get them on a helicopter.

         11               Q.   And did you agree with that decision,

         12          to bring extra centralizers out in light of

         13          using a long string?

         14               A.   No, I wasn't in on those discussions. 

         15          They just, just give us a number to run, and

         16          that's, that's all we usually do is, we line

         17          the stuff up, or somebody else lines it up and

         18          we get it out to the rig.  But as far as where

         19          they place them and how many, you know, we
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         20          just usually follow our procedures on that,

         21          whatever's sent out.

         22               Q.   Okay.  Were you ever aware that

         23          Halliburton had run a model, and had

         24          recommended that 21 centralizers be used as

         25          opposed to 6 that was all offshore?
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          1               A.   I'm not aware of the specific model,

          2          but I know they do, I know they do run models

          3          to determine how many centralizers to use. 

          4               Q.   So you're not aware of any of the facts

          5          surrounding whether or not BP actually used

          6          the number of centralizers recommended by

          7          Halliburton in this job?

          8               A.   No, I'm not.

          9               Q.   Were you on the Atlantis job?

         10               A.   It depend on which part of Atlantis.  I

         11          was on the HORIZON, when I first went on the

         12          HORIZON, we drilled an Atlantis well, and I

         13          guess that was 2002 or 2003, Atlantis No. 5,

         14          but that's the last time I was on the Atlantis

         15          job.

         16               Q.   On the Atlantis No. 5, were there

         17          centralizer issues for that casing?

         18               A.   Yeah, I don't remember.  That was, I

         19          think, in 2002.
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         20               Q.   Well, would a person with the number of

         21          years of experience that you have, do you, do

         22          you practice the concept that centralization

         23          is a positive, a positive mechanical use, a

         24          utilization with a long string?

         25               A.   Well, I'll assume it's a positive, but
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          1          centralization and centralizers is a good and

          2          bad.  You know, you can run them, and run

          3          these models to centralize a pipe and get good

          4          cement job, but you also may, if you run too

          5          many of them you may not get the pipe down,

          6          you may have to pull a pipe out of a hole.  And

          7          anytime you have to pull that pipe out of the

          8          hole, you have lost centralizer. 

          9               Q.   Yes.  But do you also agree that the

         10          centralization of the pipe within the bore is

         11          important so that the appropriate cement job

         12          could be accomplished?

         13               A.   Yes, that's correct.

         14               Q.   Okay.  Now, a couple of more questions

         15          on cement.

         16                    Just to end on centralizers, then.  You

         17          don't know today as you sit here the

         18          centralization program adopted by BP

         19          ultimately?
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         20               A.   No, I don't, because, you know, like I

         21          say, that's done in town and it varies from

         22          one well to the other.

         23               Q.   But in this particular case, although

         24          all these proceedings have been going on now

         25          for several months and all these issues
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          1          floating around, you've never heard any issue

          2          about the centralization program, a problem

          3          with it?

          4               A.   No, I hadn't.

          5               Q.   Okay.  Let's talk about bottoms-up

          6          circulation.  How many, how many wells have

          7          you been on in your history, from the time you

          8          were a floor hand till today, would you say? 

          9          Exploration wells.

         10               A.   I don't have any idea.

         11               Q.   Well, could it -- I mean, I don't want

         12          to press you because Ralph will hit me, but --

         13               A.   Well , I want to give you --

         14               Q.   A few hundreds?  I don't know.

         15               A.   Yeah, I want to give you the correct

         16          answer, but I don't know it.  

         17               Q.   Many, many wells; is that fair?

         18               A.   Many wells, yes.

         19               Q.   Okay.  And the many wells you've been

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (139 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:18 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20          on, how many of those approximately have

         21          Halliburton been on as the cement contractor? 

         22          Many, also?

         23               A.   Yes, many of them.

         24               Q.   They're the predominant cementing

         25          company in the world, pretty much?
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          1               A.   I don't know about in the world, but,

          2          you know, most of the wells I've been on, say

          3          at least 80 percent of them were with

          4          Halliburton.

          5               Q.   Can you tell us with your vast

          6          experience what is the purpose of a bottoms-up

          7          circulation from the bottom to the top all the

          8          way?

          9               A.   We normally circulate bottoms-up to

         10          make sure there's no gas in the hole and

         11          condition the mud and condition the hole to be

         12          able to run the casing.

         13               Q.   All right.  So would one purpose of the

         14          bottoms-up circulation be to clean the

         15          wellbore out so that hopefully the rock face

         16          of the wellbore could be clean to aid in the

         17          cement bonding?

         18               A.   Yes, that's one reason.

         19               Q.   Another reason would be that the casing
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         20          is cleansed and clean so that the cement would

         21          hopefully gel and bond at the appropriate rate

         22          and at the appropriate pressures?

         23               A.   That's true.

         24               Q.   How many wells have you been on where

         25          there was not a full bottoms-up circulation
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          1          prior to running cement, both shallow and

          2          deepwater wells?

          3               A.   A lot of wells

          4               Q.   And why would it be that you, although

          5          these things are positive we've just talked

          6          about, correct, cleaning the casing, cleaning

          7          the wellbore, correct, getting all of the

          8          trash and debris and cuttings out of the well;

          9          correct?

         10               A.   Correct. 

         11               Q.   Why would you adopt in this case not to

         12          circulate bottoms-up?  Would there be any

         13          reason you know of?

         14               A.   Well, one reason we don't always

         15          circulate bottoms-up is because, you know, if

         16          you lose mud, if you lose returns, you're not

         17          going to get bottoms-up, depending on how bad

         18          the losses are.  If it's a hundred percent

         19          loss of returns, you know, you can circulate

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (143 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:18 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20          all day and never get bottoms-up, you just

         21          pump mud away.  So usually we either -- we do

         22          one of three things, you know, if we lose,

         23          start losing the mud, we'll go ahead and go to

         24          the cement job, but we normally try to either

         25          circulate bottoms-up to the wellhead, or we
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          1          try to get -- circulate the capacity of the

          2          running string in the casing.

          3               Q.   Were you -- thank you.  Were you part

          4          of the decision whether or not to circulate

          5          bottoms-up prior to the cementing job, and to

          6          what extent?

          7               A.   No, I wasn't part of that decision.

          8               Q.   Do you know anything about the facts in

          9          connection with that particular procedure in

         10          this case?

         11               A.   No, I don't.

         12               Q.   Do you know whether or not actually

         13          bottoms-up were circulated prior to

         14          Halliburton cementing this well?

         15               A.   No, I don't.

         16               Q.   Can you cite to us any well cap

         17          characteristics that would support a position

         18          for BP not to circulate fully bottoms-up prior

         19          to cementing this well?
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         20               A.   No, I don't.

         21               Q.   So if you don't know any reasons not

         22          to, isn't it so that you would have

         23          recommended to circulate bottoms-up based upon

         24          what you knew of the well, at least on the

         25          16th of April?
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          1               A.   Well, I would have circulated bottoms-

          2          up, at least to the wellhead or to the

          3          capacity of the casing in the drill pipe if I

          4          had full returns.

          5               Q.   You just don't know in this case?

          6               A.   Yeah, I don't know what the decision

          7          made and why, and why they didn't or why they

          8          did.

          9               Q.   Thank you.  Now, let's go back to the

         10          exploration issue and let's talk about

         11          completion. 

         12                    You were on the HORIZON for seven

         13          years; is that correct? 

         14               A.   That's right.

         15               Q.   Do you have any statistics of

         16          approximately how many shallow and deepwater

         17          wells the DEEPWATER HORIZON worked on and

         18          explored in those seven years?

         19               A.   I don't know in numbers how many we
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         20          did.  Now, we did -- we did some of the

         21          deepest wells that have ever been drilled in

         22          the Gulf of Mexico.

         23               Q.   How many of those deepwater wells was

         24          the Transocean drill crew required to enter

         25          the completion phase to the extent of running
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          1          full casing prior to P&A in the well?

          2               A.   Approximately three or four.  I don't

          3          know the exact number, but it wasn't many.

          4               Q.   Did BP ever sponsor any completion

          5          training for a contracted drill crews such as

          6          Transocean?

          7               A.   Well, it's really -- when you run a

          8          long string, it's not really a completion. 

          9          You know, it's running a long string on a well

         10          you're going to keep, but it wouldn't -- you

         11          don't go into completion.

         12               Q.   Was the cost of running a long string

         13          versus running production liner ever breached

         14          with you?  Was it ever -- were you ever asked

         15          to give your input on the cost factor issue of

         16          the two types of casing?

         17               A.   No.  We're usually not involved in

         18          those discussions.

         19               Q.   In all of the wells that you have been
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         20          involved in on the HORIZON in deepwater, can

         21          you tell me how many times you used a

         22          nitrogen-based slurry?

         23               A.   A lot of times.  Most of it was in open

         24          water drilling, but we used nitrogen --

         25          nitrified cement to set the 28-inch, 20-inch,
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          1          or 22-inch, and then once we nipple a stack

          2          up, you know, we don't use nitrogen that much

          3          after that.

          4               Q.   Do you know anything about the ultimate

          5          cementing job that Halliburton performed in

          6          this case to determine how much cement they

          7          actually cemented in this operation and where

          8          it was located?

          9               A.   Would you repeat that again?

         10               Q.   Okay.  Let me try it again.  It was a

         11          bad question.  Do you know the ultimate facts

         12          about the cementing in this particular case

         13          after you left the rig?

         14               A.   No.  We had, we had the base cement on

         15          the rig, and that's what we do a lot is, get

         16          just premium cement out on the rig and maybe a

         17          couple of additives in it that doesn't have to

         18          be changed.  A lot of times these cement

         19          slurries are, are done up till almost time to
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         20          run the casing, and they just, mainly what

         21          they tell us to do is have the base cement out

         22          and any additives that we need to cover

         23          whatever -- whichever we need to go.

         24               Q.   Except for the three to four times in

         25          your seven years that the DEEPWATER HORIZON
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          1          actually was called upon to perform certain

          2          completion tasks, such as was going on in this

          3          case, can you tell us in those cases where you

          4          actually did not proceed to that stage what

          5          the DEEPWATER HORIZON would do in terms of

          6          leaving the well abandoned?

          7               A.   Normally we cemented the hole, open

          8          hole, put cement across liner laps, and

          9          sometimes we had bridge plugs, sometimes they

         10          didn't set bridge plugs, then we set surface

         11          plugs, and then did negative tests before we

         12          displaced the riser with drilling mud -- with

         13          water.  But as far as -- you termed it

         14          "completion."  You know, none of the stuff is

         15          completion.  The only thing that we've done on

         16          these wells that we run casing on that

         17          pertains to completion may be setting a

         18          lockdown hanger and that's it.

         19               Q.   But for the most part, it was cement,
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         20          correct, and then you would P&A it?

         21               A.   That's correct. 

         22               Q.   One last question.  You made a comment

         23          about the monitoring of the mud.  Remember you

         24          were asked about offloading the mud to the

         25          boat?
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          1               A.   Yes, sir, I recall that.

          2               Q.   Isn't it your ultimate responsibility

          3          as a BP well site leader to have made sure

          4          that the mud engineers, the mud hands and

          5          others were properly measuring both the volume

          6          of mud being returned and the percentage of

          7          hydrocarbon or gas in the mud?

          8               A.   Yes.  We usually go over procedures for

          9          that, and we delegate authority to, you know,

         10          pit hands or shaker hands, whoever's watching

         11          the pits, and the shale shakers.  These guys

         12          are responsible to make sure that the mud goes

         13          where it's supposed to.

         14               Q.   But it's not an act of faith.  You have

         15          to make sure they're doing that, because that

         16          is the only way?

         17               A.   Well, they're, they're, you know, they

         18          got several layers of bosses before, before

         19          they get to us that -- and those guys are
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         20          responsible for them to see to it that they

         21          do, do what they're supposed to.

         22               Q.   But this is extremely critical for kick

         23          detection, is it not?

         24               A.   Yes, it is.  

         25                    MR. PENTON:
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          1                                   Thank you, sir.  That's all I have.

          2                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          3                                   Thank you, sir.  BP. 

          4                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          5          BY MS. KARIS: 

          6               Q.   Good morning.   Hariklia Karis for BP. 

          7          I want to follow-up on a couple of the

          8          subjects that you were just asked questions

          9          about, starting, perhaps, with where you left

         10          off about responsibilities that are delegated. 

         11          Let's talk, if you will, first, Mr. Sepulvado,

         12          about some of the operations on the rig.

         13                    Can you tell us who sets the

         14          maintenance schedule for the equipment that is

         15          on the Transocean rig?  Let's start with

         16          maintenance schedule for electrical work, who

         17          sets that schedule?

         18               A.   I'll assume the OIM does.  It had to be

         19          either that or the, some of the supervisors.
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         20               Q.   Do you as the well site leader have any

         21          responsibility for setting the maintenance

         22          schedule for the Transocean electrical work?

         23               A.   No, we don't.

         24               Q.   Okay.  Who sets the maintenance

         25          schedule for any engine-related issues?
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          1               A.   That would be the maintenance group.

          2               Q.   Okay.  And do you as the well site

          3          leader have any responsibility or input into

          4          that maintenance schedule?

          5               A.   No, we don't.  They would work for the

          6          OIM.

          7               Q.   Who sets the maintenance schedule for

          8          the Transocean rig's safety equipment?

          9               A.   That would also be -- come under the

         10          OIM.

         11               Q.   And do you have any input into the

         12          maintenance schedule set for Transocean's

         13          safety equipment on the DEEPWATER HORIZON?

         14               A.   No, we don't.

         15               Q.   Who sets the maintenance schedule for

         16          any subsea equipment, for example, the BOP?

         17               A.   That would also be under the OIM.

         18               Q.   And do you have any input into the

         19          maintenance schedule for the subsea equipment?
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         20               A.   Usually between wells sometimes we

         21          request, you know, what they're going to do to

         22          the stack, and that's about all we see on it. 

         23          They set their own schedules.

         24               Q.   In terms of maintenance that is

         25          completed while the rig is offshore, do you
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          1          have any input into the schedule for the BOP's

          2          maintenance?

          3               A.   No, we don't.

          4               Q.   Who performs the maintenance on each of

          5          the issues we addressed -- electrical, engine,

          6          safety equipment, subsea equipment?

          7               A.   Okay.  The subsea equipment would be

          8          the subsea engineer, maintenance would be the

          9          maintenance supervisor, electrical would be

         10          electrical supervisor, and marine would cover

         11          their part of it.

         12               Q.   And do you as the well site leader have

         13          any responsibility for supervising how those

         14          maintenance operations are performed?

         15               A.   No, we don't.

         16               Q.   Do any of the maintenance personnel on

         17          the Transocean rig report to you as the well

         18          site leader?

         19               A.   No, they don't.
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         20               Q.   Now you testified early on that you had

         21          some responsibility for the operations on the

         22          DEEPWATER HORIZON, and I want to make sure I'm

         23          clear on what you meant.  

         24                    Do your responsibility -- I'm sorry,

         25          let me start over.  Are your responsibilities
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          1          limited to anything relating to the drilling

          2          plan relating to the well?

          3               A.   Pretty much, yes.

          4               Q.   When you referenced "responsibility for

          5          a hundred and forty representatives," can you

          6          explain to us what you mean?

          7               A.   That's the total number of people

          8          that's on the rig.

          9               Q.   And just to be clear, are you

         10          responsible for all those hundred and forty

         11          people or is Transocean responsible for its

         12          personnel?

         13               A.   Transocean should be responsible for

         14          their personnel.  We usually are responsible

         15          for the BP employees and third party.

         16               Q.   How many BP employees typically are on

         17          the rig while there are drilling operations

         18          taking place?

         19               A.   Normally two, sometimes four, five,
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         20          six.  You know, sometimes the engineer will

         21          come out, and sometimes they'll have the HSE

         22          guys out.

         23               Q.   And how many Transocean personnel

         24          typically are on the DEEPWATER HORIZON while

         25          there are drilling operations taking place?
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          1               A.   Approximately seventy-two to seventy-

          2          eight.

          3               Q.   Okay.  You also talked earlier about

          4          management of the rig and referenced "a joint

          5          effort."  Is the joint effort with respect to

          6          the management of the rig limited to the

          7          drilling plan and drilling operation?

          8               A.   Yes, that's correct. 

          9               Q.   And just to be clear, is there any

         10          joint effort that you're aware of with respect

         11          to overseeing maintenance of the rig equipment

         12          between BP and Transocean?

         13               A.   If auditors come out and do audits, you

         14          know, that's usually a joint operation, and

         15          all the follow-ups and everything, BP usually

         16          follows up with them on it, to see where

         17          they're at.

         18               Q.   Other than the rig audit that BP

         19          performs, is the management of the rig and
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         20          maintenance of that rig, is that the

         21          responsibility of Transocean?

         22               A.   Yes, it is.

         23               Q.   You were asked some questions about the

         24          difference in operations between an

         25          exploration versus a completion well, and I
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          1          wanted to follow-up on a few things with

          2          respect to that.

          3                    As of the date that you left the rig,

          4          April 16th, were there any -- were any of the

          5          steps that had been taken with respect to

          6          drilling the well unique or unusual in your

          7          experience because of whether this was going

          8          to be a completion's well as opposed to an

          9          exploration well?

         10               A.   The only difference would be that we

         11          run the long string and set the lockdown

         12          sleeve.  And, you know, really, running long

         13          string is still part of drilling.  It's really

         14          not part of completion.

         15               Q.   And based on your experience with the

         16          crew of the DEEPWATER HORIZON -- that is, the

         17          Transocean crew -- did you have any concern as

         18          to whether that crew was qualified to be

         19          involved in running of a long string?

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (167 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:18 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20               A.   No, I didn't.  Everybody involved in

         21          that operation was qualified to do what they

         22          were doing.

         23               Q.   Okay.  Let's talk about the cementing.  

         24                    Was there anything unusual in the

         25          cementing operation with respect to a
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          1          completion versus exploration well up through

          2          at least the date that you left, April 16th?

          3               A.   No, ma'am. 

          4               Q.   And did you have any concern as to

          5          whether the crew that was going to perform the

          6          cementing operations was qualified to perform

          7          their job functions?

          8               A.   No, I didn't.

          9               Q.   Okay.  Do you know who was going to

         10          perform the cementing operations, the final

         11          cementing operations for this well?

         12               A.   I don't remember who was on -- you're

         13          talking about the names of cementers?

         14               Q.   I'm talking more about the companies,

         15          who was going to be involved in those cement

         16          operations.

         17               A.   Halliburton.  They were on the rig, and

         18          that's who always did our cement.

         19               Q.   And do you know what experience the
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         20          Halliburton personnel had with running

         21          cementing jobs on long strings?

         22               A.   Well, they were cementers that had been

         23          on a rig for a while, so they were familiar

         24          with running cement on long strings.

         25               Q.   You were also asked some questions
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          1          about bottoms-up, and I want to talk about

          2          that briefly.  Do you know if there was a

          3          bottoms-up performed just prior to casing,

          4          until the final string of casing being run on

          5          the Macondo well?

          6               A.   No, I don't.

          7               Q.   Were you involved in those operations?

          8               A.   No, I wasn't.

          9               Q.   Would you have left by April 16th,

         10          then, when those operations may have taken

         11          place?

         12               A.   Yes.

         13               Q.   And you were asked about some of the

         14          reasons for running bottoms-up.  Do you know

         15          if well conditions and concerns relating to

         16          well conditions could impact the decision on

         17          whether to run bottoms-up?

         18               A.   No, I don't.

         19               Q.   Did you have any discussions or input
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         20          into whether or not a bottoms-up would be

         21          performed with respect to this project?

         22               A.   No, I didn't.

         23               Q.   Okay.  And as you sit here today, have

         24          you had discussions with anybody from either

         25          Transocean, BP, or any other entity to ask
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          1          about what input went into the decision to run

          2          bottoms-up?

          3               A.   No, I didn't, because I wasn't on the

          4          rig at the time.

          5               Q.   Fair enough.  I'm not sure I heard

          6          something clearly, so I just want to make sure

          7          that I got this right.  Do you know how long

          8          Mr. Vidrine had been working on the DEEPWATER

          9          HORIZON?

         10               A.   Six months or longer.

         11               Q.   Okay.  And given how the hitches work

         12          on the HORIZON, would there have been overlap

         13          between when you worked on the HORIZON and Mr.

         14          Vidrine worked on the HORIZON?

         15               A.   Yes.  We overlapped a week.

         16               Q.   Okay.  And when you say "a week," is

         17          that because your hitches are generally two

         18          weeks?

         19               A.   That's right, and they change one well
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         20          site leader out every week.

         21               Q.   And so is the schedule a staggered

         22          schedule, where each well site leader is

         23          working two weeks, but one of those two weeks

         24          there's overlap between the two well site

         25          leaders?
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          1               A.   Yes, there is.

          2               Q.   Okay.  And given that schedule, had you

          3          had an occasion to work with Mr. Vidrine in

          4          the past?

          5               A.   Yes, I have.

          6               Q.   Okay.  When you testified earlier that

          7          you had never worked with Mr. Vidrine, did you

          8          mean prior to him arriving on the DEEPWATER

          9          HORIZON?

         10               A.   That's right.  The only time I ever

         11          worked with him was on the HORIZON.

         12               Q.   Fair enough.   

         13                    MS. KARIS:

         14                                   I have nothing further.  Thank you. 

         15                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         16                                   Thank you, ma'am.

         17                                   A couple of follow-up questions.

         18                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         19          BY CAPT. NGUYEN:
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         20               Q.   I'm not familiar with the qualification

         21          of marine personnel.  You say that -- well,

         22          correct me if I'm wrong, but you say that you

         23          feel that the drilling crew and some of the

         24          Interest Party contractors for BP, you said

         25          they was qualified to do their jobs; is that
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          1          right? 

          2               A.   Yes.  Yes.

          3               Q.   Okay.  Based on what criteria do you

          4          feel that they are qualified?  Is it

          5          knowledge, skills, experience, performance, or

          6          how do you base your judgment on, what are you

          7          basing judgment on?

          8               A.   Well, I worked on the rig for seven

          9          years, and some of the guys that were on the

         10          rig that night had been on that rig for a

         11          while.  The driller and the toolpusher both

         12          had been out there five or six, seven years;

         13          one of the AD's had been out there since the

         14          rig came out; Jimmy Harrell had been out

         15          there, which is OIM, for five or six years;

         16          Randy Ezell, who was the lead toolpusher, he'd

         17          been out there since the rig came out; and

         18          those, you know, I work with them every day,

         19          that I was out on the rig.
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         20               Q.   So your judgment is based on personal

         21          experience, working experience with these

         22          other folks; is that right? 

         23               A.   Yes, that's right.

         24               Q.   And would on-the-job training be the

         25          other factor in your judgment?
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          1               A.   Yes.

          2               Q.   Okay.  Now, there was a question

          3          regarding the overlapping of the well site

          4          leaders.  Is that part of BP standard

          5          procedure for relief of well site leaders?

          6               A.   Yes, it is.  We try to overlap to keep

          7          from having somebody come out totally new to

          8          the well or the work being going on that

          9          hitch.

         10               Q.   Is that a written standard procedure

         11          that we can have access to?

         12               A.   Yes, that's, that's a BP procedure. 

         13          They do that on just about all their, all

         14          their rigs.

         15               Q.   Okay.  The well site leaders, between

         16          Mr. Kaluza and Mr. Vidrine, who's the, who's

         17          the leader there, or are they co-equal?

         18               A.   They're equal.

         19               Q.   They're equal?
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         20               A.   Yes.

         21               Q.   So Mr. Kaluza came out and relieved

         22          you; is that correct? 

         23               A.   Yes, he did.

         24               Q.   Okay.  How long was the handoff?

         25               A.   I e-mailed him some things that were
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          1          going on on the rig, e-mailed him the casing

          2          tally for the casing they'd be running.  But

          3          normally these casing tallies, you know, stay

          4          open.  There's tallies till we do the finally

          5          one.  I'm not sure that the one I gave him

          6          would have been the final one, if they made

          7          changes after I left.  Yeah, plus we, we

          8          discussed what was going on on the rig over

          9          the phone, he called me the day before.  And

         10          during the helicopter change-out, I talked to

         11          him for roughly thirty minutes.

         12               Q.   So by the time you left the HORIZON, do

         13          you feel, were you comfortable that Mr. Kaluza

         14          have full awareness of what's going on with

         15          the operations and the plan ahead?

         16               A.   Yes, that's right. 

         17                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         18                                   Okay.  Thank you, sir. 

         19                                   Transocean, please.  
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         20                    MR. CLEMENTS:

         21                                   Good morning, Mr. Sepulvado.  My

         22                    name is Miles Clements.  I represent

         23                    Transocean.

         24                                   Good morning to members of the

         25                    Panel.
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          1                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          2          BY MR. CLEMENTS:

          3               Q.   You, sir, as I understand, was the --

          4          you were the proverbial company man while on

          5          duty aboard the DEEPWATER HORIZON?

          6               A.   Yes, that's right.

          7               Q.   And your, the scope of your authority

          8          was broad?

          9               A.   I like to think so.

         10               Q.   You were the top, top ranking man on

         11          the rig in the hierarchy, were you not, sir?

         12               A.   Well, you know, everybody's on the same

         13          level.  Well site leaders for BP are well site

         14          leaders, you know, whether you've been there,

         15          you know, two years, ten years, or however,

         16          you got the same authority.

         17               Q.   Did anyone have as much authority on

         18          board as you did as company man?

         19               A.   I don't know.
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         20               Q.   Excuse me?

         21               A.   I wouldn't know how to answer that,

         22          because I don't know what, you know, what kind

         23          of authority the others had.

         24               Q.   Was there some uncertainty in the scope

         25          of your authority, sir?
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          1               A.   Well, I was out there as a well site

          2          leader, and, you know, I did my job while I

          3          was there, and, you know, that's the extent of

          4          it.

          5               Q.   Would you say that the buck stopped

          6          with you on the rig?

          7               A.   Well, sometimes it did and sometimes it

          8          didn't.

          9               Q.   When didn't it?

         10               A.   Well, sometimes we -- if they didn't

         11          like what I was doing, we'd have discussions

         12          about it.

         13               Q.   And then who would decide whether those

         14          -- which way to go, as the result of those

         15          discussions?

         16               A.   Usually we'd, you know, if anything I

         17          wanted to do that somebody didn't feel

         18          comfortable with, you know, we'd have

         19          discussions about, you know, other ways of
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         20          doing it, doing these processes, and usually I

         21          discussed it with OIM and the senior

         22          toolpushers.

         23               Q.   Sure.  And at the end of those

         24          discussions, would you be the one to decide

         25          what to do?
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          1               A.   Yes.

          2               Q.   Thank you, sir.  Could you please

          3          describe the normal BP process for doing the

          4          negative test?

          5               A.   Well, usually we, we would underbalance

          6          the well with water or synthetic mud,

          7          synthetic base oil.  Base oil is an additive

          8          that goes into synthetic mud, which is

          9          lighter, and we'd do the negative test,

         10          whatever we put in the well would be -- should

         11          give us a negative test to the -- to seawater,

         12          you know, what -- which would be, what would

         13          be leaving above the wellhead.

         14               Q.   Was there more than one way to do a

         15          negative test?

         16               A.   Yes, there is more than one way to do a

         17          negative test.

         18               Q.   And did you in fact -- are you aware

         19          that two negative tests were done aboard the
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         20          DEEPWATER HORIZON?

         21               A.   No, I wasn't.

         22               Q.   Okay.  Do you know how the BP negative

         23          tests differed from other negative tests such

         24          as the one that Transocean, my client, wanted

         25          to use at the time in question?
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          1               A.   I don't know what they wanted to use.

          2               Q.   Or, do you know what they did?

          3               A.   No, I don't.

          4               Q.   When do you normally receive the final

          5          abandonment procedures from the BP office?

          6               A.   Before we do them.  Sometimes it may be

          7          a few days, sometimes it may be a week, and a

          8          lot of times, you know, they send out copies

          9          for, for a week or two ahead of the plugging,

         10          the actual plugging of the well, and then have

         11          people, you know, look at them, put their

         12          comments on them, send them back in, and then

         13          they sent, sent a final version out.

         14               Q.   When were the final abandon procedures

         15          sent out to the DEEPWATER HORIZON from the BP

         16          office on the Macondo well?

         17               A.   They hadn't been sent out the day I

         18          left, and that was the 16th.

         19               Q.   You were asked at the outset of your
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         20          testimony, sir, I think by Mr. Mathews -- and

         21          I'm going to paraphrase his question, because

         22          I didn't write it down exactly -- but you were

         23          asked about any problems to your knowledge

         24          that existed on the DEEPWATER HORIZON, and I

         25          understood you to say that there had been some
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          1          loss returns and that that had been the only

          2          problem when there had been a kick previously. 

          3          Am I reciting that testimony reasonably

          4          accurately?

          5               A.   The hitches I was on the rig, there was

          6          only loss returns.  They did take a kick in

          7          the 13-5/8ths section of the hole.  That was

          8          before I got to the rig.

          9               Q.   Okay.  So you didn't include in your

         10          answer when you were asked about any problems

         11          on the DEEPWATER HORIZON that there had been

         12          any leaks in the BOP?

         13               A.   Well, the only leak they told me about

         14          on the BOP, it was the one that was noted here

         15          on the morning reports.

         16               Q.   And you were aware, sir, that there was

         17          no loss of functionality in the BOP due to any

         18          leak?

         19               A.   Not while I was on the rig.
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         20               Q.   And that, I suppose, is, in part, why

         21          you considered that leak which did not affect

         22          functionality to be a problem?

         23               A.   No, it didn't.

         24               Q.   Okay.  Are you familiar, sir, with the

         25          accumulator system on the DEEPWATER HORIZON
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          1          BOP?

          2               A.   Yes, I know what the accumulator system

          3          is.  But as far as knowing, you know, parts

          4          and pieces of it, I don't.  You know, the

          5          subsea engineer always taking care of all of

          6          that.

          7               Q.   Sure.  But you are, I guess generally

          8          aware, are you not, sir, that a regulator

          9          constantly pressures up the BOP and maintains

         10          it at 5,000 psi?

         11               A.   Yes, I understand that.

         12               Q.   And if it remains at 5,000 psi, there's

         13          no loss in functionality; would you agree with

         14          me, sir?

         15               A.   There's no loss in fluid if it stays

         16          there.

         17               Q.   Thank you, sir.  I believe you

         18          testified that while you were on the DEEPWATER

         19          HORIZON there was the equipment to run both a
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         20          liner and a tapered string; is that correct,

         21          sir?

         22               A.   Yeah, that's correct.

         23               Q.   You could have run either, then?

         24               A.   Yes, we could have run -- went either

         25          way with it.
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          1               Q.   Okay.  And was the decision to do what

          2          you did made on the DEEPWATER HORIZON, or was

          3          that made ashore?

          4               A.   That was made in the Houston office.

          5               Q.   By who?

          6               A.   I don't know who made the decision, but

          7          usually whatever they make -- when they make

          8          decisions in the office, they're usually

          9          passed down to us through John Guide.

         10               Q.   With BP?

         11               A.   With BP.

         12               Q.   Who would communicate to you the

         13          decision that had been made by BP, would he

         14          not?

         15               A.   Yes, that's right.

         16               Q.   BP, in fact, designed the well, did it

         17          not?

         18               A.   Yes, they did.

         19               Q.   Were you -- did the -- did Mr. Guide or
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         20          anyone else at BP impart to you the risks

         21          between using the liner tieback casing versus

         22          the single string?

         23               A.   No, they didn't.

         24               Q.   Were you aware of the risks with

         25          respect to the Macondo well?
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          1               A.   No, I wasn't.

          2               Q.   Did you become aware after the casualty

          3          of the relative risks of both well designs?

          4               A.   Well, just things I've heard or read or

          5          seen.

          6               Q.   And what are those, sir?

          7               A.   Well, there's pluses and minus for

          8          running liners versus tapered strings.  I

          9          don't see, you know, personally I don't see

         10          any problem with the tapered string, you know,

         11          I don't, I don't see a problem with that at

         12          all.  The difference is, a liner, you hang it

         13          off, pack it off, cement the bottom of it,

         14          then you run a tieback string into it, set a

         15          seal on the bottom of the casing that ties --

         16          that goes into the PBR, and then just before

         17          you sting the seals in the PBR, you circulate

         18          cement around the outside of it, sting into

         19          the PBR and land a hanger, but then that gives
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         20          you a break in the casing string.  So both of

         21          them has, you know, advantages and

         22          disadvantages, whereas a full tapered string

         23          you don't have that, you don't have that break

         24          in it.

         25               Q.   Why were both on the rig?
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          1               A.   'Cause that --

          2               Q.   That had not been decided previously?

          3               A.   Well, that's, you know, they told us to

          4          be able to go both ways.  So that's what we

          5          did, we got the stuff out there to go both

          6          ways.

          7               Q.   Hadn't a liner earlier been

          8          recommended; wasn't that why it was on board?

          9               A.   No, I don't.  I don't know that.

         10               Q.   Well, you know it was on board?

         11               A.   Well, yes, they told us to be able to

         12          go both ways, so we got equipment out to go

         13          both ways.

         14               Q.   And it must have gone on board because

         15          someone in Houston with BP felt like it was

         16          the way to go?

         17               A.   Well, you know, I assume it was, but I

         18          wasn't involved in those discussions.

         19               Q.   I understand.  So you're not aware that
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         20          all had agreed that that at one time had been

         21          the way to go, at least as of mid-April?

         22               A.   Well, like I said, I wasn't involved in

         23          those discussions, so, you know, I wouldn't

         24          know anything, the pluses, minuses or

         25          whatever, other than just, they told us to
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          1          have both, have both systems out on the rig to

          2          go either way.

          3               Q.   I understand.  I'll move on.

          4                    By running a single casing, was there a

          5          savings to BP in time and the reduction of

          6          costs?

          7               A.   I don't know that.

          8               Q.   You don't know, you don't know one way

          9          or the other?

         10               A.   No, I don't.  You know, we just, we

         11          just run, run whatever they tell us to get out

         12          to the rig and run.  You know, we're not

         13          involved in those discussions, you know,

         14          whether it's cheaper or less expensive or

         15          whatever.

         16               Q.   Would those decisions be made by BP in

         17          Houston?

         18               A.   Yes, they would.

         19               Q.   Were there centralizers utilized with
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         20          this casing?

         21               A.   I assume there were, but, you know, I

         22          wasn't out there when they ran the pipe.

         23               Q.   Were you ever aware of how many

         24          centralizers were in the hole?

         25               A.   Just, other than looking at their

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (202 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:18 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      102

          1          reports, you know.  They originally sent five

          2          or six centralizers subs out on pipe to be

          3          run, and they asked us to order some more

          4          centralizers, or some more centralizers were

          5          ordered by the engineer from Houston and we

          6          had them flown out on the helicopter.  And as

          7          far as where they ran them and how many they

          8          ran, you know, I wasn't there when they did

          9          that.

         10               Q.   All right.  You don't know how many

         11          centralizers were utilized, but you do know

         12          that some were ordered and flown out to the

         13          rig?

         14               A.   Yes, that's right.

         15               Q.   And available for use if BP Houston

         16          gave you the green light?

         17               A.   That's right.

         18               Q.   Okay.  Those extra centralizers that

         19          were flown out to the rig, did they just
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         20          remain there on the deck or were they ever

         21          used?

         22               A.   I don't know.  I left on the helicopter

         23          that brought them out, so I don't know what

         24          they did with the.

         25               Q.   All right.  They hadn't been used as of
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          1          the time you left?

          2               A.   Right.

          3               Q.   One of the documents made available by

          4          the Board -- for the Record, it's BP-HZN-

          5          CEC022821 -- appears to be --    

          6                    MR. MATHEWS:

          7                                   Can you repeat that again?  I

          8                    didn't get all of it.  

          9                    MR. CLEMENTS:

         10                                   Yeah, sure.  BP-HZN-CEC022821.     

         11          BY MR. CLEMENTS:

         12               Q.   Appears to be an e-mail, Friday, April

         13          16th, to you, sir, and some others -- Vidrine,

         14          Kaluza, Guide, Hafle, some others -- regarding

         15          the cement procedure.  I'll just read the last

         16          sentence.  It says, "A detailed cement

         17          procedure should be available from Jessie

         18          sometime tomorrow."  Who is Jessie?

         19               A.   He's the in-house cementing authority
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         20          that works for Halliburton.  He works in BP's

         21          office.

         22               Q.   So Jessie Gagliano?

         23               A.   Yes, sir. 

         24               Q.   All right.  And apparently on April

         25          16th -- and just tell me if this is consistent
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          1          with your recollection -- that you were

          2          waiting on a detailed cement procedure from

          3          Jessie some time the next day, tomorrow, April

          4          17th?  Do you recall that, sir?

          5               A.   I don't recall the exact dates, but

          6          that sounds like something we get.

          7               Q.   So you were waiting on an analysis from

          8          Mr. Gagliano with Halliburton?

          9               A.   Yes, sir, that's right.  We had the

         10          cement onboard and any kind of additives they

         11          might have wanted to use, but we just didn't

         12          have the, the amount of additives they want to

         13          use till they'd get finished with their

         14          testing, but the additives and the cement was

         15          onboard to go any way they wanted to go with

         16          the cement.

         17               Q.   In your communications with Mr.

         18          Gagliano   or from Mr. Morel, for that

         19          matter -- sharing with you Mr. Gagliano's
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         20          analysis, were you aware that he had

         21          determined that with ten centralizers there

         22          would be a moderate gas flow problem?

         23               A.   No, I didn't see anything about the gas

         24          flow problems.

         25               Q.   Did Jessie or Mr. Morel share with you
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          1          the anticipated gas flow problems which were

          2          predicted relative to the number of

          3          centralizers which were used?

          4               A.   No, they didn't.

          5               Q.   Would you want to know that?

          6               A.   Yes, I would like to know that.  But,

          7          you know, you know, the engineers in the

          8          office usually determine where we run these

          9          centralizers and how many, you know, they just

         10          tell us how many we need and where to put

         11          them. 

         12               Q.   Are you aware of any reason why the BP

         13          folks in Houston would not have paid attention

         14          to Mr. Gagliano's analysis and used the number

         15          of centralizers to alleviate the gas flow

         16          problem he predicted?

         17               A.   I wasn't involved in those discussions,

         18          so I don't, you know, I don't know what the --

         19          why the outcome -- what the outcome would have
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         20          been or what it was.

         21               Q.   At the end of the day, BP only used six

         22          centralizers; isn't that right?

         23               A.   I don't know.  I wasn't there when they

         24          ran them.

         25               Q.   All right.  As of the last day that you
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          1          were on the DEEPWATER HORIZON, did you think

          2          that it was too late to employ more

          3          centralizers than the six that were used?

          4               A.   No, it wasn't too late.

          5               Q.   Do you know why anyone else with BP in

          6          Houston would think it was too late?

          7               A.   No, I don't.

          8               Q.   But as far as you're concerned, it was

          9          not too late?

         10               A.   No, it wasn't too late.

         11               Q.   You had adequate time to use the

         12          centralizers, and you had some that had been

         13          brought out and were there on the rig, did you

         14          not?

         15               A.   That's correct. 

         16               Q.   You also had the equipment on the rig,

         17          if I understand your testimony correctly, not

         18          just the equipment, but the personnel to run a

         19          cement bond log; is that correct? 
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         20               A.   Yes, yes, they did.

         21               Q.   All right.  And I take it -- was that

         22          Schlumberger personnel?

         23               A.   Correct, Schlumberger.

         24               Q.   And I take it they were dispatched with

         25          that equipment in anticipation by somebody
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          1          with BP in Houston that the cement bond log

          2          would be performed; is that fair to say?

          3               A.   Well, the discussions, I guess, were

          4          ongoing in Houston, but the reason CBL, they

          5          wanted to have the CBL log out there is in

          6          case we lost returns while we were doing the

          7          cement job, or if we didn't see the pressure

          8          lift that we see when the cement starts coming

          9          up the backside of the casing.  And then that

         10          was the only reason we were going to run the

         11          CBL, if we, if we didn't meet those two

         12          criteria.

         13               Q.   Well, the discussion we just had about

         14          centralizers, that relates to the quality of

         15          the cement job you would get, does it not?

         16               A.   I can't answer that, because, you know,

         17          it depends on, you know, the bottling, what

         18          the bottling showed, and we don't have any

         19          involvement in that.  That's usually discussed
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         20          between the engineers and Halliburton. 

         21               Q.   Well, you were waiting on the detailed

         22          cement procedure from Jessie Gagliano, and it

         23          would -- his analysis of the number of

         24          recommended centralizers, at least suggest to

         25          me -- you correct me if I'm wrong -- that the
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          1          number of centralizers would affect the

          2          quality of the anticipated cement job?  Would

          3          you know that, sir?

          4               A.   No, I wouldn't know that, because, like

          5          I say, we weren't involved in those

          6          discussions, and we never see what he

          7          recommends as far as centralization.  Usually

          8          most of the stuff we see at the rig is

          9          additives to put in the cement to give us the

         10          pumping time and compressive strength for the

         11          cement.

         12               Q.   What exactly, what data would a cement

         13          bond log diagnostic test provide you?

         14               A.   Well, I'm not an expert on that, but

         15          it's supposed to tell you whether you've got

         16          cement bond and where the bond's at.

         17               Q.   Deep in the well where the cement was

         18          just laid; is that right? 

         19               A.   Yes.  It should tell you -- yeah, it
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         20          should tell you where the cement's bonded to

         21          the formation to the casing and should show

         22          you the top of the cement.

         23               Q.   Would this be helpful to you?

         24               A.   Yes, it would.

         25               Q.   Is there any reason not to do a CBL?
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          1               A.   Well, we don't normally run them, you

          2          know, unless we have, you know, production

          3          strings like this or set production strings to

          4          know where the top of the cement is if you

          5          have a problem during the cement job.

          6               Q.   Do you know how many centralizers you

          7          usually use for a string of this type and

          8          length?

          9               A.   It varies from one well to another in

         10          different hole sections.

         11               Q.   Did you send the Schlumberger crew

         12          home?

         13               A.   No, I didn't.  I was, I was off the rig

         14          when they got sent home.

         15               Q.   Okay.  Do you know whose decision that

         16          was?

         17               A.   It had to come out of Houston, you

         18          know.   You know, we wouldn't send, send them

         19          home and wouldn't do the CBL unless we were
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         20          told from somebody in Houston.

         21               Q.   You don't know who with BP would make

         22          that decision?

         23               A.   Well, it'd have to come down through

         24          John Guide.  You know, who made it above him,

         25          I don't know.
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          1               Q.   All right.  There's been some

          2          questioning of you already about the bottoms-

          3          up procedure, and I understand that you were

          4          present when a bottoms-up mud circulation was

          5          performed.  I think it was on April 16th; is

          6          that right? 

          7               A.   That's correct.  But I had left the rig

          8          shortly before they got bottoms-up.

          9               Q.   You were there for an earlier bottoms-

         10          up?

         11               A.   No, sir.  That -- on -- when I was on

         12          the rig, we were circulated bottoms-up before

         13          we did the logging.

         14               Q.   Okay.  

         15               A.   You know, we drilled the hole,

         16          circulated bottoms-up, pulled out log for four

         17          or five days, then we went back in to make a

         18          conditioning trip before running casing, and

         19          then I'd left the rig before they got bottoms-
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         20          up during that circulation.

         21               Q.   Sir, is it good practice to do a

         22          bottoms-up before a cement job?

         23               A.   Yes, it is.

         24               Q.   Are you aware of, to your knowledge,

         25          there was any reason not to exercise this good
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          1          practice of doing a bottoms-up before a cement

          2          job?

          3               A.   I don't know who made that decision,

          4          you know, because, again, I wasn't there when

          5          those decisions were made.

          6               Q.   Sure.  Someone else with BP made that

          7          decision?

          8               A.   That's right.

          9               Q.   Okay.  But to your knowledge, based on

         10          your observation and what you knew while you

         11          were on the DEEPWATER HORIZON before

         12          departing, was there any reason to your

         13          knowledge to depart from that good practice of

         14          conducting a bottoms-up prior to a cement job?

         15               A.   Well, the only reason that I wouldn't

         16          circulate bottoms-up is if I was losing mud.

         17               Q.   If you were losing mud?

         18               A.   If you lose mud, it depends on the

         19          severity of the losses, but you may circulate
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         20          all day and never get bottoms-up.

         21               Q.   Well, what would that indicate?

         22               A.   That would indicate you were losing

         23          returns.

         24               Q.   Losing them where?

         25               A.   Somewhere in the open hole.  Where, you
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          1          know, I wouldn't know.

          2               Q.   Somewhere in the formation?

          3               A.   That's correct. 

          4               Q.   Well, wouldn't you want to know that?

          5               A.   Well, I mean, we don't know where we're

          6          losing it.  It's usually when we go into a

          7          cement job, you know, we'll circulate if we

          8          can get full returns.  If we can't get full

          9          returns, then we'll go into the cement job,

         10          because, I mean, there's no way of telling

         11          where you're losing the mud at, and, I mean,

         12          you -- and we'll go ahead and pump the cement.

         13               Q.   Well, if the cement comes up, that

         14          indicates -- that gives you a lot of

         15          information, but if it doesn't, doesn't that,

         16          too, give you information, such as migration

         17          into the formation?

         18               A.   No, not necessarily.

         19               Q.   If the mud doesn't come up, I
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         20          understand BP loses it's investment in the

         21          mud.  But aside from that, doesn't that give

         22          you some information about the formation and

         23          about the well?

         24               A.   Well, the only thing it tells me, we

         25          fractured the rock.  You know, where it
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          1          fractured, you know, I don't know.  And that's

          2          the reason the CBL was out there -- if they

          3          lost returns during the cement job, they were

          4          going to do the CBL.

          5               Q.   Okay.  You didn't do the CBL?

          6               A.   Because they didn't lose returns.

          7               Q.   You didn't do the bottoms-up?

          8               A.   Well, I didn't -- I wasn't there, you

          9          know.  I don't know what they did.

         10               Q.   Would it appear now, post-casualty,

         11          that there are some problems in this

         12          formation?

         13               A.   I don't know.  I wasn't there.  I can't

         14          make that judgment.

         15               Q.   Sir, in making these various

         16          decisions -- that is, in BP making these

         17          decisions with regard to well design, such

         18          things as the use of the number of

         19          centralizers, the cement planned, whether to

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (225 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:18 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20          use a CBL, whether to do a bottoms-up, to your

         21          knowledge, does BP conduct a risk reward

         22          analysis?

         23               A.   Yeah.  They have meetings and discuss

         24          risk of doing different things, yes.

         25               Q.   And measure those against the potential
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          1          rewards?

          2               A.   What do you mean rewards?

          3               Q.   Well, whether or not to do a certain

          4          test, whether or not to save time, whether or

          5          not to do a single string, and whether or not

          6          to, to send certain tools down and do

          7          diagnostic studies?

          8               A.   Well, as long as I've worked for BP, I

          9          don't know of any, any time that they took

         10          shortcuts to save money.

         11               Q.   Excuse me?  I'm sorry.  I heard you

         12          say, sir.  Do they do a risk reward -- let me

         13          ask you this:  Have you --

         14               A.   Do they do a risk analysis?  Yes, they

         15          do.

         16               Q.   Okay.  Have you ever been present at

         17          BP, in Houston, during a risk reward analysis

         18          with regard to taking certain measures in

         19          designing a well offshore?
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         20               A.   No, I haven't.

         21               Q.   All right.  Have you seen any of the e-

         22          mails and the correspondence with regard to

         23          the risk reward analysis which were done by BP

         24          concerning the Macondo well?

         25               A.   No, I didn't.
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          1               Q.   Was Mr. Brian Morel the BP drilling

          2          engineer on the DEEPWATER HORIZON when you

          3          left?

          4               A.   He was one of them.  Mark Hafle was the

          5          senior, or lead drilling engineer.

          6               Q.   All right.  Do you know when Mr. Morel

          7          left?

          8               A.   When he left?

          9               Q.   Yeah, when he left the DEEPWATER

         10          HORIZON.

         11               A.   No, I don't remember what day it was he

         12          left.

         13               Q.   Do you know why he left?

         14               A.   No, I don't.  

         15                    MR. CLEMENTS:

         16                                   I think that's all I have.  Give me

         17                    one second.  Thank you, sir.  That's

         18                    all the questions I have.    

         19                    MR. MATHEWS:
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         20                                   I have a few follow-up questions

         21                    for you.

         22                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         23          BY MR. MATHEWS:

         24               Q.   You said you were currently back at

         25          work.  What are you doing?
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          1               A.   Working on one of the relief wells on

          2          the DD--3.

          3               Q.   Is there a difference with the way that

          4          BP is designing that well compared to this

          5          well?

          6               A.   Well, they got a lot more engineers

          7          involved.  I think every engineer in Houston

          8          is involved in it.

          9               Q.   Are you familiar with a piece of

         10          equipment called an "OD lock-ring"?

         11               A.   OD lock-ring?  No.

         12               Q.   Sits on a seal assembly, outside of 

         13          the --

         14               A.   Okay.  You're talking about --

         15               Q.   -- lockdown sleeve.

         16               A.   You're talking about a lockdown  

         17               Q.   Not a lockdown sleeve, an OD lock-ring.

         18               A.   Probably -- what does it do?

         19               Q.   It prevents a seal assembly from coming
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         20          up.

         21               A.   Okay.  you're talking about -- yeah,

         22          lockdown  

         23               Q.   Not a lockdown sleeve, an OD lock-ring.

         24               A.   A lockdown hanger?  Is it a --

         25               Q.   Yeah.
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          1               A.   -- lockdown hanger what you're

          2          talking -- 

          3               Q.   It's very similar to that, but --

          4               A.   Okay.

          5               Q.   -- it's called an "OD lock-ring."

          6               A.   Yes.

          7               Q.   Do you know if they ran one on the

          8          relief well?

          9               A.   No, I don't.

         10               Q.   Are you familiar with the lower marine

         11          riser package?

         12               A.   A little bit.

         13               Q.   Do you know if there was any test ever

         14          performed on the quick disconnect?

         15               A.   Are you talking about the marine riser

         16          package or the BOP?

         17               Q.   Marine riser.

         18               A.   No, I don't.

         19               Q.   Do you ever recall any test performed

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (233 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:18 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20          at the DEEPWATER HORIZON that could be done

         21          within forty-five seconds?

         22               A.   I wasn't involved with any of them. 

         23          Now, the subsea people do most of those

         24          functions on it when the stack's on surface.

         25               Q.   Do you know Ross Skidmore?
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          1               A.   No, I don't.

          2               Q.   Do you know if the subsea supervisor

          3          that's on the rig for BP would actually

          4          participate in that test?

          5               A.   It would probably be the Transocean

          6          guy, the senior, the senior subsea guy and

          7          whoever works with him.  They usually have two

          8          of them out there at one time.  And most of

          9          the time these tests are done on the BOP stack

         10          out of critical path, and, you know, we're

         11          involved in getting the wells in, or spudding

         12          the wells in down to the 22-inch and we don't

         13          witness all the tests and everything that they

         14          do on the stack.

         15                    The only thing we see is the charts. 

         16          They do the a stump test before we run the

         17          stack, and we see all the test charts.  But as

         18          far as going down there and, and see what they

         19          do, and what procedures they do, different
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         20          things, we normally aren't involved in that.

         21               Q.   Okay.  And we were just -- we beat to

         22          death this discussion about cement and what

         23          you actually saw.  What did you actually

         24          receive from Halliburton or the beach when you

         25          were at the position of well site leader?
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          1               A.   As far as cement?

          2               Q.   Any type of report on the production

          3          casing or any casing whenever they performed a

          4          cement job.

          5               A.   Well, normally we get the procedures

          6          before the cement job is done, you know, the

          7          blends, what to run in the cement, the pumping

          8          times, and we'll also get what's called an

          9          "OptiCem report."

         10               Q.   Okay.

         11               A.   It shows you how fast you can pump,

         12          displace the cement without frac'ing the

         13          formation.

         14               Q.   Let me stop right there.  Can I

         15          introduce something to you to see if you get

         16          this one report?

         17               A.   Yeah.  

         18                    MR. MATHEWS:

         19                                   Can you introduce April 15th
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         20                    OptiCem?  And grab the 18th while

         21                    you're at it as well, please.     

         22          BY MR. MATHEWS:

         23               Q.   Do you recall the one on the far, your

         24          right, the OptiCem for the 15th?

         25               A.   I think I did see that report.  Yeah, I
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          1          usually get them to send it to me, so --

          2               Q.   Do you know, on the bottom it says,

          3          "Based on the analysis above outlined well

          4          conditions, this well is considered to have a

          5          minor gas flow problem.  Wells in this

          6          category fall into Flow Condition 1."  Was

          7          that included in that report?

          8               A.   I don't remember.

          9               Q.   But you did receive this report?

         10               A.   Yeah, normally we get the full OptiCem

         11          Report.  And usually what I look for on my

         12          OptiCem Reports is, you know, how fast I can

         13          pump the cement without breaking the formation

         14          down.  And the reason we do that is, we want

         15          to make sure we got enough pumping time to get

         16          the cement down in a fluid state, without it

         17          setting up.  And then naturally, we don't want

         18          to break the formation down when we're pumping

         19          the cement, but if it comes to, you know, not
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         20          being able to get the cement down fast enough,

         21          you know, we may have to, in order to get the

         22          cement down without it setting up before it

         23          gets in place.  But usually that's what we --

         24          I'll look at the OptiCem Report for us to, to

         25          make sure we got enough pumping time on the
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          1          cement.

          2               Q.   Do you know what you're looking at when

          3          you're looking at that image displayed there

          4          (indicating)?

          5               A.   Yes.

          6               Q.   Okay.  Did you, did you check your e-

          7          mail after you left April 16th from the

          8          DEEPWATER HORIZON?

          9               A.   Well, I went to the BOP school, so I

         10          didn't check e-mails for like, four or five

         11          days probably after I left.

         12               Q.   Okay.  But you did see the April 18th

         13          report?

         14               A.   The 18th?

         15               Q.   The one that's up there on the far

         16          left.

         17               A.   If it was on the 18th, I might not have

         18          saw it till after, after that BOP school.

         19               Q.   That's fair enough.  I'm just trying to
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         20          see who actually sees this.  I have an e-mail

         21          here, and I want to send this to you real

         22          quick.  I don't have the --

         23               A.   I do see the OptiCem Reports, because

         24          I'll ask them for them if I don't get them

         25          before a cement job.  
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          1                    MR. MATHEWS:

          2                                   I don't have a Bate's number on

          3                    this one.     

          4          BY MR. MATHEWS:

          5               Q.   Did Jessie Gagliano send that to you

          6          on -- on which date, sir?

          7               A.   The 18th.

          8               Q.   And who else on the BP rig received

          9          that from that Outlook indication of who was

         10          on the receive line?

         11               A.   Okay.  It says "Murray Sepulvado,

         12          Ronald Sepulvado, Earl Lee, Don Vidrine, Jason

         13          Fleming" -- he was a cementer on the rig --

         14          "John Guide, Brian Morel, Talbot Vincent, Mark

         15          Hafle, Brett Cocales, Chris Haire."  Yes.

         16               Q.   And who is the deepwater drilling

         17          foreman?  Is that an Outlook Group?

         18               A.   Yes.  Don Vidrine, Earl Lee, HORIZON

         19          foremen -- yes, that would be the four
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         20          drilling foremen on the rig that have a common

         21          mailbox.

         22               Q.   Okay.  Did you look at the report

         23          afterwards, after that date?

         24               A.   No, I didn't.

         25               Q.   You never looked at the report for the
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          1          18th?

          2               A.   Not, not -- no, not after the job was

          3          done.  This is a post-job summary.

          4               Q.   Okay.  So after the 18th, that report

          5          that was -- that's a general distribution

          6          list?

          7               A.   Yes, yes.

          8               Q.   The people --

          9               A.   Yes.

         10               Q.   The people on that distribution list

         11          would have received the April 18th OptiCem

         12          Report?

         13               A.   According to this they did.

         14               Q.   Okay. 

         15               A.   Ahhh    

         16                    MR. MATHEWS:

         17                                   Thank you.  That's, that's all I

         18                    had, sir.  

         19                    CAPT. NGUYEN:
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         20                                   Anadarko/MOEX.   

         21                    MS. KUCHLER:

         22                                   Good morning. 

         23                         THE WITNESS: 

         24                                   Good morning.  

         25                    MS. KUCHLER:
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          1                                   My name is Deb Kuchler.  I'm here

          2                    for Anadarko and MOEX Offshore.  I know

          3                    you've been going awhile, so we

          4                    appreciate your patience.  And I might

          5                    need to jump around a little since so

          6                    many subjects have already been

          7                    covered.   

          8                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          9          BY MS. KUCHLER:

         10               Q.   I want to start with a pretty easy one. 

         11          I want to make sure the record is clear that

         12          there were two Mr. Sepulvados out on the

         13          DEEPWATER HORIZON, you and Murray; is that

         14          right? 

         15               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

         16               Q.   Okay.  That was a little confusing.  I

         17          just want to make sure.  Mr. Lindner testified

         18          yesterday that he talked to a Mr. Sepulvado

         19          about whether to use the two LCM pills as a
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         20          spacer.  That would have been Murray; he

         21          didn't talk to you, did he?

         22               A.   He could have.

         23               Q.   Do you recall talking to Mr. Lindner

         24          about whether they should use the two LCM

         25          pills that had already been made up on the rig
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          1          as a spacer?

          2               A.   Okay.  You're talking about the mud

          3          engineer, Leo?

          4               Q.   Correct.

          5               A.   Okay.  Yes.  I don't know where these

          6          pills got into the displacement from. 

          7          Apparently, the mud engineer talked to their

          8          people in town, or BP or somebody, but he come

          9          in and said that they've been discussing,

         10          having some discussions about using those two

         11          pills as spacers.

         12               Q.   So Leo discussed that with you?

         13               A.   Yes, he did.

         14               Q.   Did he do it in person or by phone?

         15               A.   He did it in person.

         16               Q.   Remember when that would have been in

         17          connection with the time before you left the

         18          rig on the 16th?

         19               A.   No, ma'am, I don't remember exactly the
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         20          day.

         21               Q.   Okay.  Could you tell me what you

         22          remember about that discussion with Leo, what

         23          were the issues?

         24               A.   Well, he told me that, you know, we had

         25          those two 200 barrel pills that was in the
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          1          pits we were going to use for loss circulation

          2          pills, and he said that we could use those as

          3          spacers when we did the displacement.  And I

          4          told him, you know, I didn't have a problem

          5          with that.

          6               Q.   Were you aware when you had that

          7          discussion with Leo that one of the pills was

          8          made up with Form-A-Set without an accelerant

          9          and the other was made up with Form-A-Squeeze?

         10               A.   Yes, that's right.

         11               Q.   And would you agree that Form-A-Set and

         12          Form-A-Squeeze are not specifically designed

         13          for use as a spacer?

         14               A.   I was kind of leaving that up to the

         15          mud engineers, you know, because they would

         16          know more about it than I would as using it as

         17          a spacer, and they the one who recommended --

         18          when he came into me, he recommended using it

         19          from, you know, I don't know who he had been
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         20          talking to in town, but he said they'd

         21          recommend using it as a spacer.

         22               Q.   Did you question him about what the

         23          potential consequences could be of using those

         24          two pills made up the way they were as a

         25          spacer?
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          1               A.   No, I didn't.

          2               Q.   Did you and he discuss any potential

          3          risks that might be involved with using them

          4          as a spacer?

          5               A.   Not between me and him.

          6               Q.   Had you discussed the potential risks

          7          with anyone?

          8               A.   No, ma'am.  I assumed that everybody

          9          knew about it in town since he come in there,

         10          or come in and presented it to me as using

         11          them for spacers for the displacement, so I

         12          assumed that, you know, everybody had already

         13          discussed that.  And I usually leave that up

         14          to the mud engineers because they're the

         15          professional people on the rig that take care

         16          of the mud.

         17               Q.   Who do the mud engineers work for?

         18               A.   The mud engineers work for us.

         19               Q.   BP?
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         20               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

         21               Q.   Have you ever used pills made up this

         22          way as a spacer before?

         23               A.   No, I haven't.

         24               Q.   Okay.  And when you say that you

         25          "assume" he had talked to everybody in town,
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          1          who would be the people in town that he would

          2          talk to, and who did they work for?

          3               A.   Well, he has a guy he reports to in the

          4          Houston office.  And then, and BP also has

          5          their mud people that would actually work for

          6          BP, and I would assume that was the channel it

          7          came through.

          8               Q.   Do you know whether any tests were

          9          performed to see what effect, if any, the use

         10          of those pills with Form-A-Set and Form-A-

         11          Squeeze would have had when used as a spacer?

         12               A.   No, ma'am.

         13               Q.   So the two approximately 200-barrel

         14          pills were combined to make one big spacer,

         15          right?

         16               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

         17               Q.   About 450 barrels?

         18               A.   Right.

         19               Q.   What was the reason the two pills were
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         20          being combined?

         21               A.   Well, we kept the two pills in case we

         22          lost circulation.  The easy -- the Form-A-

         23          Squeeze is a form of loss circulation

         24          material.  The Form-A-Set is the same thing

         25          other than you have to put an activator in it
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          1          to be able to keep it in a fluid state to pump

          2          it down.  Sometimes we use the Form-A-Squeeze

          3          pill by itself, sometimes we use the Form-A-

          4          Set by itself, sometimes we'll use them in

          5          combination, and those -- and they were

          6          already mixed up and in the pits.  And then

          7          Leo came to me and said that, you know, we can

          8          use these for spacers on the displacement.  So

          9          I, you know, that's pretty much the extent of

         10          it.

         11               Q.   Was there an operational reason for

         12          using those pills as a spacer, was there a

         13          need for that specific makeup for the spacer?

         14               A.   None that I know of.

         15               Q.   And is it true that those pills had

         16          been made up two weeks before this explosion?

         17               A.   I don't remember exactly how long

         18          before the explosion, but they were there for

         19          a while.
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         20               Q.   How long can you keep it once it's made

         21          up, how long can it stay in the pit before you

         22          have to use it or dispose of it?

         23               A.   I don't know.

         24               Q.   Leo also said yesterday that there was

         25          a phone discussion with a Mr. Sepulvado about
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          1          the procedure to be used for the negative

          2          test.  Was that phone discussion with you or

          3          with Murray?

          4               A.   It must have been with Murray.  I don't

          5          think it was with me.

          6               Q.   You don't recall having a conversation

          7          with Leo about the negative test?

          8               A.   No, ma'am. 

          9               Q.   In fact, you said earlier you hadn't

         10          talked to anybody by phone after you left the

         11          rig until your son called after the incident. 

         12          So looking back, given that testimony, does

         13          this refresh your recollection about whether

         14          you may have had a phone call with Leo about

         15          the negative test?

         16               A.   No.

         17               Q.   Okay.  When you left the rig on April

         18          16th, did you do an official handoff to Mr.

         19          Kaluza?

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (259 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:19 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20               A.   Well, I sent him an e-mail, and I know

         21          the casing tally was in that e-mail, and I

         22          sent him a few notes, you know, about what was

         23          going on on the rig, plus he called me the

         24          evening before on the telephone.  We talked

         25          about, you know, some of the operations on the
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          1          rig and what was coming up.  And also, when he

          2          relieved me that morning, about a thirty-

          3          minute face-to-face before the helicopter

          4          left.

          5               Q.   So tell us about what was in the

          6          handoff notes that you provided to Mr. Kaluza

          7          by e-mail or otherwise, specifically, as best

          8          you can recall.

          9               A.   Well, that's been a while, so I don't

         10          recall a whole lot of it.  I'd just have to

         11          get the, you know, I'd have to get the e-mail

         12          to look at it.

         13               Q.   Can you recall any of the discussions

         14          you had with him on the phone the night before

         15          you left as far as handoff information or

         16          instructions?

         17               A.   Well, most of the handoff information

         18          is the stuff like, you know, I got all the

         19          casing out here, I've got everything we need
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         20          to run liner, I got everything we need to run

         21          a long string, and I got Schlumberger lined up

         22          to come out to run the CBL if we need to run

         23          the CBL, and personnel, and, you know, stuff

         24          like that.

         25               Q.   And would any additional information
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          1          have been included when you spoke to him when

          2          he arrived by helicopter, or when you were

          3          leaving by helicopter?

          4               A.   That was pretty much it.  I told him we

          5          were on bottom, circulating bottoms-up

          6          condition in the hole to run casing.

          7               Q.   Let me ask you this:  Is it typical to

          8          go to well control school during the workweek

          9          as opposed to during your days off?

         10               A.   Sometimes, you know, part of it is on

         11          the workweek and part of it is on the days

         12          off.  It just depends on when it falls.  BP

         13          don't give us a window on the dates, and we

         14          have to go every two years, and you have to go

         15          on that particular day.  If you don't, you

         16          can't go to the rig.

         17               Q.   And was this one of your days off that

         18          you were going to well school, or was this

         19          during your workweek?
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         20               A.   Well, part of both.  I was supposed to

         21          come in that Wednesday, and the well school

         22          lasted from Monday through Friday, so part of

         23          it was on the workweek, part of it's on days

         24          off.

         25               Q.   And if it's during the workweek, then
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          1          BP has to bring someone else in to cover your

          2          role while you're off the rig; is that right? 

          3               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

          4               Q.   And in this case, they brought in

          5          someone who wasn't as familiar with the rig as

          6          you were; is that correct? 

          7               A.   That's correct. 

          8               Q.   All right.  If we could turn now to a

          9          discussion of the gas flow potential during

         10          the cement job.  You said that you saw the

         11          April 15th report that's up here on the board,

         12          and you may have seen the April 18th report,

         13          you're not sure; is that correct? 

         14               A.   I didn't see the 18th, because that was

         15          after I left.  I saw the 15th, but -- and when

         16          they send these reports out, they're twenty-

         17          five, thirty pages long, and, you know, we

         18          can't read everything that's on them.  I don't

         19          ever, you know, I don't always read every line
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         20          that's on them, but I look mainly for, you

         21          know, what kind of cement they're going to

         22          pump, how far it's coming up, and I look for

         23          pumping times, so we'll know.  And I also want

         24          to look for frac, frac pressure, so I don't

         25          frac the formation while we're doing the
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          1          cement job.

          2               Q.   I know this is a little bit of a

          3          distance away, but can you see the bottom two

          4          lines on the April 15th report?  It says,

          5          "Based on analysis of the above outlined well

          6          conditions, this well is considered to have a

          7          minor gas flow problem."  Did you remember

          8          seeing that when you saw the April 15th

          9          report?

         10               A.   No, I don't, I don't remember reading

         11          that.

         12               Q.   And do you notice that on the April

         13          18th report, that line says, "The well is

         14          considered to have a severe gas flow problem." 

         15          Were you ever made aware that the Halliburton

         16          report classified this as "a severe gas flow

         17          problem," given this model?

         18               A.   No, I wasn't, because I never looked at

         19          it.  It came out after I left the rig and was

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (267 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:19 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20          going to the BOP school, and I didn't check

         21          the e-mails.

         22               Q.   Would Halliburton or BP normally tell

         23          what lift pressure to expect?

         24               A.   Yes.  We can figure that out for our

         25          self. We also probably could get it off that
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          1          OptiCem Report, what to look for as far as

          2          lift pressure.

          3               Q.   Now given that the April 15th report

          4          predicts a minor gas flow problem as a

          5          potential and the 18th report predicts a

          6          severe gas flow problem, are you aware of

          7          anybody informing the men who were working on

          8          the rig during those days that there was

          9          either a minor or a severe gas flow problem as

         10          a potential?

         11               A.   No, I don't.

         12               Q.   You talked earlier about doing your own

         13          risk analysis on the rig as part of your job

         14          out there as the company man.  How can you do

         15          a risk analysis on the rig if you aren't

         16          considering issues like whether there is a

         17          minor gas flow problem?

         18               A.   Well, when it comes to, to the

         19          engineering part of it, we usually leave it up
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         20          to the engineers to pass that down to us. 

         21          And, of course, they see these things way

         22          before we do.  You know, we may get two or

         23          three of these things before we actually get

         24          to the one that we're going to use.  And, you

         25          know, they deal with Halliburton all the time
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          1          in the office, so if there's that kind of

          2          risk, it should have been passed down.

          3               Q.   So the risk is passed to you through

          4          the BP engineers?

          5               A.   That's right.

          6               Q.   And through the Halliburton reports?

          7               A.   Well, you know, they have discussions

          8          with Halliburton.  Since we don't directly

          9          work for Halliburton, you know, whatever comes

         10          out of those discussions should be passed down

         11          to the rig by either the team leader or the

         12          engineer.

         13               Q.   Okay.  So you don't have direct

         14          discussions with Halliburton, the BP engineers

         15          do that?

         16               A.   That's correct. 

         17               Q.   Now you said you can determine the lift

         18          pressure from the information you get on the

         19          OptiCem Report and other ways.  How much lift
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         20          pressure do you usually see?

         21               A.   Lift pressure is going to vary.  It

         22          depends on how much cement you're putting

         23          around the outside.

         24               Q.   Can you give me a range of what would

         25          be typical in a situation like this?

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (272 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:19 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      137

          1               A.   Anywhere from, you know, a hundred and

          2          fifty to two or three hundred pounds, and

          3          that's just an estimate.

          4               Q.   Is twenty to thirty pounds of lift

          5          pressure even enough to detect?

          6               A.   Twenty, thirty pounds on digital gauges

          7          you never see. 

          8               Q.   Switching subjects again, let's talk

          9          about your testimony about how the PVT

         10          monitors would help alert the mud loggers of

         11          how much fluid was in the pits.  I think you

         12          told us that you can still keep up with what's

         13          coming from the well with the PVT monitors

         14          while you're pumping to the boat; is that

         15          right? 

         16               A.   That's correct. 

         17               Q.   Do you know if the pits were isolated

         18          on April 20th?

         19               A.   I don't know.  I wasn't there.  But
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         20          they have these computerized systems to where

         21          you can check the pits you want to monitor. 

         22          You take the check off the pits you don't want

         23          to monitor, which would be the ones that was

         24          going to the boat, and the pits that were in

         25          what we call an "active system," we check
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          1          those pits and that's where the returns go.

          2               Q.   Where would we look in the documents if

          3          we wanted to find out if those pits were

          4          isolated on April 20th?

          5               A.   You'd have to look at the mud loggers

          6          report, and it depends, you know, the mud

          7          logger report may not show if they had pits

          8          checked off.

          9               Q.   If it does not show if the pits were

         10          checked off, is there someplace else we could

         11          look for that information?

         12               A.   Well, it would have to be the high-tech

         13          system that Transocean had.

         14               Q.   Where does the seawater that you're

         15          displacing with come from?

         16               A.   It comes out of the Gulf of Mexico.

         17               Q.   Okay.  Now, I've heard of a term called

         18          the "sea chest."  What's the sea chest?

         19               A.   Sea chest is where it sucks it in from
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         20          the Gulf of Mexico.

         21               Q.   All right.  So, is it coming, would you

         22          say it's coming from the sea chest if you're

         23          displacing with seawater or from the Gulf, or

         24          is it the same thing to you?

         25               A.   It's pretty much the same thing.  Your
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          1          suctions is down at the sea chest.  That's

          2          where the water's sucked into the rig.

          3               Q.   So the water's not kept in an active

          4          pit, it's sucked in through the sea chest?

          5               A.   Correct.  You can't measure what you're

          6          sucking in other than going by pump strokes.

          7               Q.   Well, that's what I was going to ask

          8          you.  How do we know what volume is coming

          9          from the Gulf of Mexico through the sea chest?

         10               A.   It has to be pumped downhole with the

         11          rig pumps, and you know, you know how much

         12          you're pumping with the rig pumps, using

         13          strokes.

         14               Q.   But it's not monitored coming in, is

         15          it, the volume?

         16               A.   Well, it has to go through the -- the

         17          only way it can get down the hole is go

         18          through the -- go through the rig pumps, and

         19          then we will monitor it with strokes from the
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         20          rig pumps.  You know exactly what you're

         21          putting downhole.

         22               Q.   By the pump strokes?

         23               A.   Pump strokes, right.

         24               Q.   Not by actually measuring the volume of

         25          the seawater?
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          1               A.   Just, just from the pump strokes.

          2               Q.   So how do you use the PVT monitors to

          3          accurately tell us how much mud is being

          4          pumped if the seawater is not being measured

          5          volumetrically when it's brought in?

          6               A.   The only thing you can go by is the

          7          strokes, the pump strokes.  You know how many

          8          pump strokes you're pumping, so that -- and

          9          you can, you should be getting it, whatever

         10          amount that you're pumping with the pump

         11          strokes and the pumps should be going into the

         12          pits.

         13               Q.   So it sounds like what you're telling

         14          me is there's no way to accurately measure the

         15          actual volume of the seawater, you can only

         16          measure the pump strokes?

         17               A.   Go by the pump strokes.      

         18                    MR. DYKES:

         19                                   For clarification, though, you know
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         20                    what each stroke on the pump, what

         21                    volume that stroke will carry? 

         22                         THE WITNESS: 

         23                                   That's correct.     

         24          BY MS. KUCHLER:

         25               Q.   Let's talk about centralizers.  You
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          1          said that you knew they were getting some

          2          extra centralizers out to the rig by

          3          helicopter.  What kind of centralizers were

          4          being brought in by helicopter?

          5               A.   I don't know.  The engineer ordered the

          6          centralizers and just called and told me they

          7          were sending them, and I got with the rig

          8          clerk and told him to line up transportation

          9          for the helicopter to bring the centralizers

         10          out that morning.  But what he ordered, what

         11          kind they was, I never saw them because they

         12          took them off the helicopter before I got on

         13          the helicopter.

         14               Q.   Has BP run slip-on centralizers on

         15          other projects?

         16               A.   Normally we try to run these

         17          centralizers that's made up on a sub, that has

         18          threads just like the pipe does, and most of

         19          the times the centralizers will come out on
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         20          that -- made up on the pipe.  But, yes, we

         21          have run slip-on centralizers.

         22               Q.   Can you name for me other BP locations

         23          in the Gulf of Mexico where slip-on

         24          centralizers were used?

         25               A.   I can't remember which projects we used
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          1          them on, but we try to stay away from slip-on

          2          centralizers.

          3               Q.   Where did these centralizers come from? 

          4          Do you know whether they came from BP stock

          5          from another rig?

          6               A.   I don't know.  The engineer had ordered

          7          them, but I don't know if he went through BP

          8          material or ordered them straight from the

          9          vendor, or where they came from.

         10               Q.   Do you know whether slip-on

         11          centralizers were used on BP's THUNDER HORSE

         12          rig?

         13               A.   No, ma'am, I don't know if they used

         14          them.

         15               Q.   Let's turn to the subject of the

         16          nitrified cement that was used.  You said the

         17          base amount was already on the rig; is that

         18          right? 

         19               A.   Yes, ma'am. 
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         20               Q.   Was that base cement used, that was

         21          used by Halliburton actually tested in a lab?

         22               A.   I didn't see them actually send the

         23          samples in, but that's usually the protocol,

         24          is to send samples in after they'd come off

         25          the boat, send them to Halliburton's lab and
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          1          have them test it along with mixing water.

          2               Q.   So you didn't send a sample back for

          3          testing; is that right? 

          4               A.   No, I didn't.  The cementer usually

          5          takes care of that.

          6               Q.   But under your normal procedure, the

          7          cementer should have taken the sample of that

          8          base cement that was actually going to be used

          9          on the rig and sent it into Halliburton for

         10          testing; is that right? 

         11               A.   That's correct. 

         12               Q.   Now I realize that you were not out at

         13          the rig at the time the negative test was done

         14          the day of this incident.  But I would like

         15          for you to describe for us in specific detail

         16          how you normally perform a negative test.

         17               A.   Well, we usually pump seawater down the

         18          drill pipe and back up to the top of the BOPs,

         19          and then we close one of the BOP assemblies,
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         20          the annular or one of the rams, and then we

         21          bleed the pressure off the drill pipe.  You

         22          allow differential pressure between the water

         23          and the mud, because you still have the heavy

         24          mud from the BOP's stack up in the riser, but

         25          whenever you close that annular, you'll have
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          1          that differential pressure on the drill pipe,

          2          and I normally bleed that pressure back off to

          3          Halliburton, and we leave the line open to

          4          Halliburton during the negative test so we'll

          5          have a measuring tank to go into to see how

          6          much fluid we got back.

          7               Q.   Now forgive me if this is a self-

          8          explanatory question, but is it the upper

          9          annular or the lower annular that you close

         10          during the negative test?

         11               A.   You could close either one of them. 

         12          You use either one or two annulars or either

         13          one of them, or you can use a pipe ram.

         14               Q.   And how do you usually do it?

         15               A.   Normally we do it with the annular. 

         16               Q.   The upper annular?

         17               A.   It could be either one.  Lower or

         18          upper, either one, it should be the same

         19          annulars.
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         20               Q.   So it wouldn't make a difference?

         21               A.   No, ma'am. 

         22               Q.   Or it shouldn't make a difference.  How

         23          far below the mud line do you usually displace

         24          to seawater?

         25               A.   Normally five to eight hundred feet you
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          1          usually put the surface plug.  The top of the

          2          surface plus is normally at five hundred feet

          3          below the wellhead.

          4               Q.   Have you ever gone below three thousand

          5          feet below the mud line in displacing

          6          seawater?

          7               A.   No, I haven't.

          8               Q.   Have you ever known that to be done in

          9          any of the negative test in which you've been

         10          involved?

         11               A.   No, ma'am.

         12               Q.   Have you ever heard of it being done by

         13          BP in test where you were not directly

         14          involved?

         15               A.   No, ma'am. 

         16               Q.   Do you know why one might want to go

         17          more than three thousand feet below the mud

         18          line?

         19               A.   In this case they were going to, in
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         20          this case they were going to set a lockdown

         21          sleeve and they needed a hundred thousand

         22          pounds below the, below the tool to set the

         23          lockdown sleeve, and that's the reason for

         24          setting the surface plug this deep.

         25               Q.   Now if you get a result in a negative
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          1          test that shows 1400 psi in the drill pipe and

          2          zero on the kill line, would you consider that

          3          to be a good negative test?

          4               A.   I don't know.  You know, I'd have to be

          5          there to see exactly what was done.

          6               Q.   What would be the factors that you

          7          would want to know in order to determine

          8          whether a 1400 psi in the drill pipe was a

          9          good negative test?

         10               A.   Well, the way I would do a negative

         11          test, you know, I'd bleed the drill pipe to

         12          zero, it should have zero on it.  And exactly

         13          how it was performed here, I don't know.  Like

         14          I said, I'd have to know the specifics to, to

         15          try to understand if they had pressure.

         16               Q.   So in your experience, it's unusual to

         17          have a negative test that has 1400 psi on the

         18          drill pipe?

         19               A.   Normally I'd bleed the pressure to
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         20          zero, and I watch the end of the line and --

         21          for thirty minutes, and if nothing comes out,

         22          it's a good test.

         23               Q.   And so it would not be a good test if

         24          1400 psi remained in the drill line, would it?

         25               A.   Well, I'd have to look.  I'd try to
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          1          figure out what caused that 1400 pounds to be

          2          there.

          3               Q.   What are the causes that could affect

          4          the test in such a way as to produce 1400 psi?

          5               A.   Well, if you let some of that heavy mud

          6          get back below the BOPs for some reason or

          7          another, you got a differential on it again,

          8          because you got 14-pound mud on the outside of

          9          the pipe versus the water on the inside that

         10          could give you a differential.  How much, I

         11          don't know.  It just depends on, you know,

         12          what you let get back below the BOP stack. 

         13          But, you know, you know, I really can't answer

         14          that question because as to what happened

         15          here, because, you know, I don't know what the

         16          circumstances were.

         17               Q.   Have you ever heard of something called

         18          a "bladder effect."

         19               A.   Not before this happened.
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         20               Q.   What have you heard since this

         21          happened?

         22               A.   Well, I never had anybody explain to me

         23          what the bladder effect was.

         24               Q.   So sitting here today, could you tell

         25          me what the bladder effect is?
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          1               A.   No, ma'am.

          2               Q.   Or even if there is such a thing?

          3               A.   Well, yeah, I've never heard of it.

          4               Q.   All right.  Let's talk about the

          5          blowout preventer.  Even with no loss of

          6          functionality, would the conditions that were

          7          seen on this BOP have to be reported to the

          8          MMS?

          9               A.   The way we normally did that is, the

         10          subsea engineer saw something with his

         11          pressure system, you know, he would get the

         12          ROV to jump, look at the BOP stack, see what

         13          they saw.  If they saw anything, they would

         14          tell them.  If it's something that didn't look

         15          like it was fixable or would work, make

         16          everything function, he would come to the OIM. 

         17          The OIM would come to us, kind of more or less

         18          explain to me, you know, what the subsea hand

         19          had told him, then -- and the protocol from
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         20          there is, I'd call John Guide, John Guide

         21          would be responsible for passing it on up the

         22          line, wherever it needed to go, and normally

         23          that was to the regulatory people.  And then

         24          the regulatory people would call MMS and tell

         25          them what was going on, then it would come
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          1          back down, you know, John Guide would call the

          2          rig and say, you know, you can continue

          3          operation.

          4               Q.   So in this situation, do you know

          5          whether the MMS was made aware of the issues

          6          with the BOP?

          7               A.   I don't know, because we never talk to

          8          them directly.  I know that Jimmy come and

          9          told me about it, he was the OIM, and I called

         10          John Guide and told him.  And then, you know,

         11          what, what happened to it after that, you

         12          know, I'm not really sure.

         13               Q.   All right.  Changing topics again.  Do

         14          you know whether Mr. Kaluza ever worked on the

         15          THUNDER HORSE site?

         16               A.   As far as I know he did.  That's where

         17          they told me he was coming from.

         18               Q.   Do you remember what time period he was

         19          there?
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         20               A.   No, ma'am, I don't.

         21               Q.   Are you aware of BP experiencing a well

         22          failure in the Marlin Development in 1999?

         23               A.   No, ma'am. 

         24               Q.   So you wouldn't know whether that was

         25          attributed to an annular pressure buildup
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          1          then?

          2               A.   No, ma'am. 

          3               Q.   Tell us your procedure for how to spot

          4          a spacer?

          5               A.   For displacing out?

          6               Q.   For displacing fluid with seawater.

          7               A.   Okay.  Well, you pump your spacer, and

          8          then you start pumping your seawater.  And the

          9          way it was done several times on the rig is,

         10          just pump the spacers around, because they

         11          normally weighed more than the water, you had

         12          to get the spacers in the mud above the BOP

         13          stack, to where when you closed the annular,

         14          the only thing you would be seeing was the

         15          seawater effect on the outside of the drill

         16          pipe and the inside of the drill pipe.  And

         17          again, you bleed your differential pressure

         18          off, watch the well for thirty minutes, and

         19          then if you don't see anything coming out of
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         20          it, then you close the, close the valve and

         21          open the annular open and continue with the

         22          displacement.

         23               Q.   Now you were kind enough to go through

         24          the way you normally do a negative test in

         25          detail for us.  Do you know whether Don
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          1          Vidrine or Bob Kaluza performed their negative

          2          tests the same way you do, or did they have a

          3          different procedure?

          4               A.   I don't know how they did theirs.

          5               Q.   Are you familiar with an issue that BP

          6          had on its Troika Field in Green Canyon using

          7          the Transocean RATHER in 2002?

          8               A.   I remember the RATHER was in the Troika

          9          Field, but I don't remember anything about any

         10          problems with it.

         11               Q.   Do you remember nitrified cement being

         12          pumped and the nitrogen breaking out of the

         13          cement, going up the annulus and into the

         14          riser?

         15               A.   No, ma'am. 

         16                    MS. KUCHLER:

         17                                   That's all I have.  Thank you. 

         18                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         19                                   Thank you, ma'am.  
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         20                         Cameron? 

         21                    MR. JONES:

         22                                   No questions. 

         23                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         24                                   Thank you, sir.  

         25                              E X A M I N A T I O N
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          1          BY MR. DYKES:

          2               Q.   Mr. Sepulvado, were you on the rig when

          3          they drilled the well to TD, at 18360?

          4               A.   Yes, I was.

          5               Q.   Okay.  And to the best of your

          6          recollection, can you backtrack the last

          7          thousand, maybe five hundred feet of that well

          8          with any problems that you all ran into?

          9               A.   Well, all I can tell you is what I read

         10          on reports, and then when I got out there,

         11          they'd already drilled through the, through

         12          the pay sand, and they were having problems

         13          losing, losing mud with a fourteen three mud,

         14          so we wound up cutting the mud way back to

         15          fourteen pounds and we were able to get --

         16          establish full circulation, drilled another

         17          hundred and twenty feet, to get below, below

         18          the sand, and it was circulated out, pulled

         19          out of the hole, did four days of logging. 
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         20          And then after they did the logging, they made

         21          another wiper trip and run the pipe.

         22               Q.   What was the main reason for changing

         23          bottomhole assemblies from a 9-7/8ths down to

         24          an 8-1/2 inch for that last 120, 150 feet?

         25               A.   I don't recall.
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          1               Q.   You don't recall?  In your experience,

          2          is it common to try to cement 7-inch casing

          3          inside an 8-1/2 inch hole, or do you try to go

          4          with a slightly larger hole?

          5               A.   Well, normally we tried to stay with

          6          the larger hole.  We tried to set the shoe in

          7          the bigger hole.  A lot of these projects

          8          you'll have reamers.  But we have set, stuck

          9          the shoe down in the smaller hole and cement

         10          it.

         11               Q.   And what's the, what's the purpose of

         12          that?  Why would you try to do that?

         13               A.   Well, in this case I think we probably

         14          tried, tried to get the shoe far enough below

         15          the sand, to where you -- when you had your

         16          float joints and everything in place, that the

         17          float joints would be below the sand.

         18               Q.   Okay.  But why would you, why would you

         19          go to a smaller bottomhole assembly for that
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         20          last 150 feet, why wouldn't you continue on

         21          with the 9-7/8ths inch bottomhole assembly?

         22               A.   I don't recall why we did that.      

         23                    MR. DYKES:

         24                                   Okay.  All right.  Thank you. 

         25                    CAPT. NGUYEN:
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          1                                   Just a couple more questions.

          2                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          3          BY CAPT. NGUYEN:

          4               Q.   As the well site leader, do you

          5          participate in any of the external inspection

          6          of the MODU, like from Class Society or

          7          government agency?

          8               A.   No.

          9               Q.   Is the vessel operator required to

         10          provide you with the results of those

         11          inspections?

         12               A.   Sometimes we see them and sometimes we

         13          don't, but usually the captain takes care of

         14          all of that.

         15               Q.   But is there a requirement for them to

         16          communicate the results of those inspection to

         17          you at the --

         18               A.   I never saw those on the HORIZON.

         19               Q.   Okay.  In terms of casualties, is there
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         20          a requirement for the vessel operator to

         21          communicate, you know, the causes of a

         22          casualty and remedy for -- to prevent it?

         23               A.   Yes. 

         24               Q.   They do. Okay.  

         25                                     CAPT NGUYEN:
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          1                                        All right.  Are there any

          2                              information that we did not ask you, or

          3                    any question -- yes. 

          4                    MR. GODWIN:

          5                                   I've got a couple of questions. 

          6                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          7                                   Okay.  Halliburton. 

          8                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          9          BY MR. GODWIN:

         10               Q.   Good morning, Mr. Sepulvado.  How are

         11          you?

         12               A.   Good morning.

         13               Q.   My name is Don Godwin, and I represent

         14          Halliburton.  I don't think we've met before,

         15          have we, sir?

         16               A.   I don't think so.

         17               Q.   Thank you.  Nice to meet you.  You said

         18          in your testimony earlier today that prior to

         19          your leaving the rig on the 16th of April that
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         20          you were waiting for a report from

         21          Halliburton, from Jessie Gagliano.  What were

         22          you waiting for from Jessie?

         23               A.   The final cement blend.  We had the

         24          base cement at the rig, which is premium

         25          cement, with a couple of additives in it, and
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          1          the rest of it was liquid additives, and they

          2          hadn't give us the final recipe for adding

          3          liquid additives. 

          4               Q.   All right, sir.  And I believe you

          5          testified here this morning that you did

          6          receive the report by e-mail, which the

          7          Captain has up here, dated April 15?

          8               A.   Yes, I did get that.

          9               Q.   Okay, sir.  

         10                    MR. GODWIN:

         11                                   May I approach with the complete

         12                    exhibit the witness? 

         13                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         14                                   Yes, sir. 

         15                    MR. GODWIN:

         16                                   Thank you, sir.

         17          BY MR. GODWIN:

         18               Q.   I just want to show you here, if I can,

         19          this is the report in its entirety, and it 
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         20          is -- 

         21                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         22                                   Mr. Godwin, can you try to get

         23                    close to the mike?  

         24                    MR. GODWIN:

         25                                   Yes, sir.     
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          1          BY MR. GODWIN:

          2               Q.   This is the report in its entirety, and

          3          it is a complete copy.  And I have noted on -- 

          4               A.   That's the one on the 15th? 

          5               Q.   Yes, sir.  This is the 15th of April,

          6          sent to Brian Morel.

          7               A.   Okay.

          8               Q.   And I believe the e-mail showed that

          9          it, it was referred to there that you did

         10          receive a copy of it?

         11               A.   I don't know about that one.  A lot of

         12          times they -- he won't send us one and we'll

         13          have to get it from the cementer.

         14               Q.   Okay, sir.

         15               A.   But I did see that we got a copy of the

         16          post, the post-cement job, which is the one

         17          that was on the 18th.

         18               Q.   Okay, sir.  And I believe you said,

         19          though, that you did receive the one here --
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         20               A.   Yeah.

         21               Q.   -- dated the 15th?

         22               A.   Yes, I did get it.

         23               Q.   Okay.

         24               A.   I don't remember if I got it from

         25          Jessie or the cementer.
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          1               Q.   All right.  But you got it from

          2          somebody?

          3               A.   Yes, I did. 

          4               Q.   And I just simply want to ask you is

          5          that when you received the report, did you

          6          receive it by e-mail?

          7               A.   I think I did.

          8               Q.   Okay.  And over on the report, where it

          9          talks about "minor gas flow potential," which

         10          we have down "minor gas flow problem" at the

         11          bottom, you see where that is here on page 17,

         12          do you not?

         13               A.   Yes, I do. 

         14               Q.   Okay.  On the preceding page, on the

         15          preceding page 15, it refers to the number of

         16          centralizers and the placement, does it not,

         17          sir?

         18               A.   Yes.

         19               Q.   And it shows twenty-one centralizers?
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         20               A.   Yes.

         21               Q.   Okay, sir.  Did you read this report

         22          when you received it by e-mail from whomever

         23          sent it to you?

         24               A.   I didn't read it in its entirety.  Like

         25          I say, when I get those, I look for fractured
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          1          radiance, how fast they can pump the mud, so

          2          I'll know what kind of, you know, make sure we

          3          get enough additives in the cement to make

          4          sure we get it in place in a fluid state.

          5               Q.   Okay, sir.  And did you --

          6               A.   But as far as centralizers go, we

          7          don't, we don't make those decisions on a rig. 

          8          Those centralizers, they can -- I mean, that's

          9          done in the office, between the engineers and

         10          Jessie.

         11               Q.   Okay.

         12               A.   And when it comes down to the rig,

         13          that's, you know, we just do whatever they

         14          tell us to do.

         15               Q.   What you're saying is that the

         16          decisions are made there in the office.  Would

         17          that be with Mr. Morel, regarding the number

         18          of centralizers?

         19               A.   Yeah.  I assume, I'm just assuming it
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         20          would be whoever the engineer is over the

         21          well, you know.  The team leader and Jessie

         22          would have had some kind of discussions.

         23               Q.   Okay, sir.

         24               A.   As to how many centralizers we would

         25          run.  And then the engineer usually sends us
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          1          what we're going to run, and, you know, we

          2          don't have, we don't make a decision as to

          3          whether to run twenty, ten or whatever.

          4               Q.   Okay.  I understand that, sir.  You did

          5          say that when you left on the 16th, there were

          6          additional centralizers that had been sent out

          7          to the well --

          8               A.   Yes.  They were supposed to be on 

          9          the helicopter.

         10               Q.   -- rig?  

         11               A.   Yeah, they were supposed to be on the

         12          helicopter that came out to pick me up.

         13               Q.   Okay.  And who was it that told you

         14          those additional centralizers were going to be

         15          sent out?

         16               A.   Brian Morel.

         17               Q.   Okay.  And did he do that by phone or

         18          e-mail or both?

         19               A.   I don't recall which one he did it by,
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         20          but he just told us, he had the centralizers

         21          lined up, he was going to get them down to the

         22          Heliport.

         23               Q.   Okay, sir.

         24               A.   And I went over to the rig clerk and

         25          told him to make arrangements to get them to
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          1          the rig.

          2               Q.   Okay.  Now when you left the rig on the

          3          16th of April, had anyone said in your

          4          presence that the centralizers that had been

          5          sent out were not the right centralizers?

          6               A.   No, I hadn't heard that.

          7               Q.   When you left the rig on the 16th of

          8          April, was it your belief that the

          9          centralizers were there and they were going to

         10          be used if Brian Morel and others at BP made

         11          the decision to use them?

         12               A.   They were sent out for us to use if

         13          they decide to use them, that's correct.

         14               Q.   If BP decided to use them?

         15               A.   Yes.  

         16                    MR. GODWIN:

         17                                   Thank you, sir.

         18                         Nothing further.  Thank you, 

         19                              Captain. 
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         20                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         21                                   Since we have gone through one

         22                    round, why don't we take about a

         23                    fifteen minutes break here and then

         24                    resume the questioning.  Thank you.

         25                 (Whereupon, a short break was taken off the
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          1                  record.)

          2                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          3                                   Mr. Sepulvado, I want to remind

          4                    you, you are still under oath, sir. 

          5                    MR. SEPULVADO:

          6                                   Yes, sir. 

          7                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          8                                   Thank you, sir.  

          9                                   Weatherford.   

         10                         MR. LEMOINE: 

         11                                   No questions, Captain. 

         12                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         13                                   Thank you.  M-I SWACO. 

         14                    MR. EASON:  

         15                                   No questions. 

         16                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         17                                   Thank you, sir.  Dril-Quip. 

         18                              MR. KAPLAN:

         19                                   No questions.  
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         20                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         21                                   Douglas Brown? 

         22                    MR. GORDON:

         23                                   No questions, Captain.

         24                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         25                                   Curt Kuchta?
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          1                    MR. SCHONEKAS:

          2                                   No questions, sir. 

          3                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          4                                   Thank you.  Jimmy Harrell. 

          5                    MR. PENTON:

          6                                   Captain, I think that Mr. Fanning

          7                    did have a question.

          8                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          9                                   Okay.  I'll get back to him.

         10                              Mike Williams. 

         11                    MR. WILLIAMS:

         12                                   No, Captain. 

         13                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         14                                   Thank you, sir.  BP.  

         15                    MS. KARIS:

         16                                   Yes, thank you.

         17                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         18                                   Okay.

         19                         MS. KARIS:
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         20                                   Thank you.  May I proceed? 

         21                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         22                                   Yes, ma'am. 

         23                         MS. KARIS:

         24                                   Thank you.

         25                              E X A M I N A T I O N
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          1          BY MS. KARIS:

          2               Q.   I wanted to follow-up on a couple of

          3          items, Mr. Sepulvado.  Counsel for Transocean

          4          asked you if "the buck stopped with you" with

          5          respect to the rig.  Now we talked about this

          6          earlier.  Did the buck stop with you with

          7          respect to any of the operations on the rig

          8          that were not related to the drill plan?

          9               A.   No, it wouldn't.  They would stop with

         10          the OIM.

         11               Q.   And you answered in response to

         12          counsel's question that even with respect to

         13          the drill plan, did Transocean, was Transocean

         14          involved in discussions related to that drill

         15          plan?

         16               A.   Yes, they were.

         17               Q.   And did you get Transocean's input into

         18          various parts of the drill plan that were

         19          being executed on the rig?
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         20               A.   Yes, we did.

         21               Q.   You talked also about the bottoms-up

         22          practice and whether or not it's a good

         23          practice to conduct such an operation, and you

         24          were asked about some reasons why bottoms-up

         25          is performed.  Do you know whether one reason
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          1          for not performing bottoms-up is if you've had

          2          prior losses with respect to circulation?

          3               A.   Yes.  That is a case where we wouldn't

          4          circulate bottoms-up, if we had losses.

          5               Q.   Okay.  And with respect to the Macondo

          6          well, had you experienced prior losses in the

          7          drilling of that well?

          8               A.   Yes, we had.

          9               Q.   And do you know whether engineer

         10          judgment was used to decide to not conduct

         11          another bottoms-up because of losses that had

         12          been experienced with respect to that well?

         13               A.   Being that I wasn't there when they run

         14          the casing and determined whether they was

         15          going to circulate bottoms-up, I wasn't in on

         16          those discussions.

         17               Q.   Okay.  Next topic.  You were asked

         18          about your discussion with Mr. Lindner from M-

         19          I SWACO.  Do you recall that?
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         20               A.   Yes, I do.

         21               Q.   And you were asked who the mud

         22          engineers worked for, and I -- and I believe

         23          you said they worked for BP.  Do you recall

         24          that?

         25               A.   Yes.
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          1               Q.   Okay.  Now when you say they worked for

          2          BP, do you know who the mud engineers were

          3          employed by, the ones that were on the rig?

          4               A.   They were employed by M-I SWACO.

          5               Q.   And did M-I SWACO have their own mud

          6          engineers and their own supervisors of the mud

          7          engineers that were on the rig?

          8               A.   The mud engineers were on the rig and

          9          they reported to our supervisor in -- that was

         10          in-house for BP that worked for M-I. 

         11               Q.   Okay.  And do you know who that mud

         12          engineer was that worked for M-I SWACO that

         13          was back in Houston?

         14               A.   No, I don't recall his name, because

         15          they changed him out not long ago.

         16               Q.   Okay.  Fair enough.  Do you know

         17          whether Mr. Lindner had discussed with M-I

         18          SWACO personnel the issues regarding using the

         19          spacer?

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (331 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:19 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20               A.   I was assuming he did, but I didn't

         21          hear those, those discussions.

         22               Q.   You were not involved in those

         23          discussions?

         24               A.   Well, you know, he came to my office

         25          and said that, you know, they'd had some
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          1          discussions and asked about using that, the

          2          two loss circulation pills as spacers.

          3               Q.   And did Mr. Lindner indicated whether

          4          his discussions were with other employees of

          5          M-I SWACO?

          6               A.   He didn't say.

          7               Q.   Fair enough.  Now, you were also asked

          8          about the centralizers.  Were you involved in

          9          any discussions regarding the number of

         10          centralizers that were going to be used?

         11               A.   No, I wasn't.

         12               Q.   Who typically was involved in

         13          discussions regarding the number of

         14          centralizers that would be used?

         15               A.   It would be Halliburton, our in-house

         16          person with Halliburton, and the engineers

         17          over the well, and John Guide, the team

         18          leader.

         19               Q.   And do you know whether Halliburton --
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         20          that is, Jessie Gagliano and others at

         21          Halliburton were aware of the April 15th

         22          OptiCem information that you were asked about?

         23               A.   Yes.  Jessie's the one who normally

         24          sends that out.

         25               Q.   And Mr. Gagliano from Halliburton,
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          1          would he have been aware of the April 18th

          2          OptiCem report that you were asked about?

          3               A.   Yes.  I can just assume that he was,

          4          you know, being that he's the one that

          5          normally sends them out, or if he's on

          6          vacation, somebody -- whoever would take his

          7          place would send them out.

          8               Q.   Do you know whether Mr. Gagliano was

          9          aware of the final number of centralizers that

         10          were going to be used on this job?

         11               A.   I don't know.

         12               Q.   You were not involved in those

         13          discussions; fair enough?

         14               A.   Correct. 

         15               Q.   Okay.  Now the centralizers that

         16          arrived at the site on April 16th, you were

         17          asked about those.  Do you recall that?

         18               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

         19               Q.   Okay.  Did you have an opportunity to
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         20          look at what types of centralizers had been

         21          sent onto the rig on April 16th?

         22               A.   No, I never saw, saw the centralizers.

         23               Q.   And do you know whether the types of

         24          centralizers that were sent on the rig were

         25          the slip collar or some other type of
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          1          centralizer?

          2               A.   I never saw any paperwork or seen the

          3          centralizers, so, you know, I couldn't, I

          4          couldn't answer that.

          5               Q.   Okay.  Now, you were also asked about

          6          information that you would have received from

          7          Halliburton with respect to the OptiCem

          8          models, a page of which is up here from the

          9          April 15th and the April 18th report.  Do you

         10          recall that?

         11               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

         12               Q.   Okay.  And I believe Mr. Mathews handed

         13          you an e-mail earlier that doesn't have a

         14          Bates number.  Do you have that document in

         15          front of you? 

         16               A.   Yes, I do. 

         17                    MR. MATHEWS: 

         18                                   I picked it up. 

         19                         THE WITNESS: 
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         20                                   Oh, you did?  Let's see.  Yeah. 

         21                    Now I have it.

         22          BY MS. KARIS:

         23               Q.   Great.  Thank you.  Now this is --

         24          there are two e-mails as part of this

         25          document, correct? 
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          1               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

          2               Q.   Okay.  And on the bottom e-mail, dated

          3          April 18th, 2010, there's a reference to a

          4          report that's attached for the 9-7/8ths by 7-

          5          inch production casing job, correct?

          6               A.   Correct. 

          7               Q.   And then on top of that is another e-

          8          mail, and it's from a Nath- -- excuse me,

          9          Nathaniel Chaisson, C-H-A-I-S-S-O-N, of

         10          Halliburton to Jessie Gagliano.  Do you see

         11          that?

         12               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

         13               Q.   And it's dated April 20th of 2010 at

         14          5:44 in the evening, Central District Time. 

         15          Do you see that?  Central Daylight Time,

         16          excuse me.

         17               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

         18               Q.   And there's a reference to a number of

         19          attachments, over ten attachments.  Do you see
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         20          that?

         21               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

         22               Q.   Okay.  Now Jessie -- in this e-mail it

         23          reads, "Jessie" -- this is from Halliburton --

         24          "We have completed the job and it went well." 

         25          Is this the type of information that
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          1          Halliburton would typically provide you at the

          2          end of a cement job?

          3               A.   Sometimes we see it and sometimes we

          4          don't.

          5               Q.   And Halliburton is reporting on April

          6          20th that the job went well -- that is, the

          7          cement job went well, correct?

          8               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

          9               Q.   He goes on to report "Full returns were

         10          observed throughout, and I estimated about 100

         11          psi of lift pressure before we bumped the

         12          plug."  The full returns being observed, is

         13          that the type of information that you would

         14          look for in determining whether or not to do a

         15          cement bond log?

         16               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

         17               Q.   And was Halliburton reporting amongst

         18          itself that in fact full returns had been

         19          observed?
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         20               A.   That's correct. 

         21               Q.   And he goes on to report what the lift

         22          pressure was before bumping the plugs.  Is the

         23          lift pressure observed before bumping the

         24          plugs information that would be looked at to

         25          decide whether a cement bond log should be

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (342 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:19 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      172

          1          performed?

          2               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

          3               Q.   And was Halliburton reporting on April

          4          20th before this incident, that in fact proper

          5          lift pressures were observed before bumping

          6          the plug?

          7               A.   That's correct. 

          8               Q.   And then he says, "I have attached the

          9          post-job report, the Cem--1 data, as well as

         10          the rig displacement which I obtained from

         11          Sperry."  Have you seen any of that

         12          information as of today?

         13               A.   No, I hadn't.

         14               Q.   And is that typically the type of

         15          information that Halliburton would provide to

         16          BP after Halliburton completed a cement job?

         17               A.   Yes, it would.  They would either --

         18          sometimes we'd see it at the rig, sometimes

         19          not, but normally they would, they would give
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         20          it to the engineers in the office. 

         21               Q.   And he goes on to say "I'm having issue

         22          sending the RTADI due to its size."  Do you

         23          know what the RTADI is?

         24               A.   No, ma'am.

         25               Q.   Now there's, as I said at the
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          1          beginning, there's a reference to about

          2          fifteen different attachments.  Have you seen

          3          any of those attachments from Halliburton as

          4          you sit here today?

          5               A.   No, I haven't.

          6               Q.   Okay.  And do you know what

          7          Halliburton's test report showed in terms of

          8          whether this was good cement job?

          9               A.   I never saw their reports. 

         10                         MS. KARIS:

         11                                   I have nothing further.  Thank you. 

         12                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         13                                   Thank you, ma'am.  Steven Bertone. 

         14                              MR. LONDON:

         15                                   No questions. 

         16                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         17                                   Thank you, sir.  Mike Williams.   

         18                    MR. PENTON:

         19                                   No questions. 
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         20                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         21                                   Jimmy Harrell.  

         22                    MR. FANNING:

         23                                   Yes, sir, please.

         24                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         25          BY MR. FANNING:
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          1               Q.   Mr. Sepulvado, I heard you speak

          2          earlier in response to questions from the BP

          3          attorney about maintenance and the

          4          responsibility for maintenance on the rig, and

          5          that being the responsibility of Transocean

          6          and, particularly, the OIM; am I correct in my

          7          recollection of that?

          8               A.   That's true.

          9               Q.   When you left the rig on April 16th,

         10          2010, were you aware of any critical

         11          maintenance issues, anything that had to be

         12          done in order to operate the rig safely so it

         13          was not in good shape?

         14               A.   Nothing critical.

         15               Q.   Okay.  Certainly, had you been aware of

         16          something that would have interfered with the

         17          safe operation of the rig, you would have felt

         18          comfortable going to the OIM and pointing that

         19          out to him, wouldn't you?

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (347 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:19 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20               A.   Yes, I would.

         21               Q.   Okay.  But you didn't do any such

         22          thing, did you?

         23               A.   No, I didn't.

         24               Q.   All right.  And it's just as you spoke

         25          earlier about BP and doing the well planning
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          1          and Transocean having input into it, you had

          2          input into safety issues in regards to

          3          maintenance if you wanted to, didn't you?  As

          4          you just said you could have told the OIM?

          5               A.   Yeah.  Usually on the, on the safety

          6          issues, you know, we normally have HSE

          7          representatives out there and they usually

          8          confer with them on safety issues.

          9               Q.   Okay.  Let me ask you about these

         10          production casing reports.  These are reports

         11          that are prepared by whom, sir?  (Indicating.) 

         12               A.   They're done by BP engineers.

         13               Q.   I thought these were created by

         14          Halliburton.

         15               A.   Oh, you're talking about these

         16          (indicating).  I thought you was talking about

         17          the casing design.

         18               Q.   No, sir.  I was motioning with my hand

         19          to these production casing reports.  Maybe you
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         20          weren't looking in my direction.

         21                    But these two items that are on the

         22          board here, that you've discussed earlier,

         23          these are Halliburton reports, are they not?

         24               A.   Yes, that's Halliburton.

         25               Q.   Are they typical in every job, every
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          1          rig job such as this, to get these reports?

          2               A.   Yeah, we normally get the OptiCem

          3          reports from them.

          4               Q.   And do you get OptiCem in this form,

          5          with these color diagrams and the evaluations

          6          at the bottom (indicating)?

          7               A.   Yes, we do.

          8               Q.   Okay.  I heard you say you didn't read

          9          every line of every report, and I can

         10          understand that.  I'm sure you're bombarded

         11          with paper.  But wouldn't it have been

         12          critical to read the part that says whether

         13          it's considered to have a severe gas flow or a

         14          minor gas flow problem?

         15               A.   Yes, but we don't make those decisions. 

         16          That wouldn't have been a decision I'd have

         17          made for whether it had been severe, minor, or

         18          whatever, you know.  Those decisions come

         19          from, between Halliburton and the BP
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         20          engineers.  We don't, we don't determine those

         21          kind of things from the rig.

         22               Q.   Maybe I didn't make my question clear. 

         23          What I said was, you said that you --

         24          certainly you make the decision on which lines

         25          you're going to read and which you don't,
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          1          don't you?

          2               A.   Well, sometimes I read most of it and

          3          sometimes I don't.

          4               Q.   Okay.  My question was, sir -- and I'll

          5          try to be very clear with it -- wouldn't you

          6          in deciding what to read, want to read the

          7          evaluation of whether there was a severe gas

          8          flow or a minor gas flow; wouldn't that be

          9          important to you?

         10               A.   I'd want a read what kind of cement

         11          they're running, how fast I need to pump the

         12          cement, and how much retard I need in the

         13          cement to get that cement in place.

         14               Q.   So it's not important to you whether

         15          Halliburton, which is BP's service company

         16          that they choose and rely on, it's not

         17          important to you to determine whether they

         18          consider this to be a severe gas flow

         19          situation or a minor?
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         20               A.   We don't make those decisions.  Those

         21          come from Houston.  Somebody, you know, with

         22          our engineering department should have got

         23          with Halliburton.  If that was a problem, they

         24          would tell us what to do and we'd do whatever

         25          they recommended.
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          1               Q.   Sir, I'm not asking you whether you

          2          make the decision what to do, how many

          3          centralizers to use.  You're on the rig,

          4          aren't you?

          5               A.   Yes, I am on the rig.

          6               Q.   Okay.  Do you have shutdown authority

          7          if you think there's an unsafe condition?

          8               A.   Yes, I can.

          9               Q.   Don't you think that a severe gas flow

         10          problem poses a more, more of an unsafe

         11          condition than a minor gas flow problem?

         12               A.   I didn't see the report of the 18th; I

         13          was off the rig.

         14               Q.   Okay.  But my question is --

         15               A.   The one I read was the 16th.  I was on

         16          the rig, on the one that came out on April the

         17          15th and it said "minor."

         18               Q.   Well, you read that though, didn't you?

         19               A.   Yes, I did. 
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         20               Q.   Well, then that's something you look

         21          for among the lines that you read?

         22               A.   Well, sometimes it is, sometimes it's

         23          not.

         24               Q.   Sometimes it's not important to you to

         25          determine whether it's a severe --
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          1               A.   Well, it's always --

          2               Q.   -- gas flow problem?

          3               A.   -- it's always important, but I can't,

          4          you know, I just don't read every line of that

          5          report because it's about twenty to thirty

          6          pages long.

          7               Q.   Okay.  I'm not going to beat this dead

          8          horse, Mr. Sepulvado.  Can I ask you please to

          9          let me finish my questions, just as I promise

         10          I'll let you finish your answers?

         11               A.   Go ahead.

         12               Q.   Okay.  Thank you.  Well, Jimmy Harrell

         13          has stated that he was not made privy to these

         14          reports -- that is, that he didn't see them,

         15          that that went from Halliburton to BP and was

         16          circulated between Halliburton and BP.  Do you

         17          agree with that, sir?  Do you have any reason

         18          to contest that?

         19               A.   No, I agree with that.
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         20               Q.   Okay.  And Jimmy has also said that he

         21          sure would have liked to have known if there

         22          was a severe gas problem on his well.  Do you

         23          agree that's something he should have known?

         24               A.   Yes.  It's his responsibility to find

         25          those things out.
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          1               Q.   Well, how does he find it out if

          2          Halliburton tells BP and BP doesn't share it?

          3               A.   Well, I don't know how he's going to

          4          find it out, but they usually have Transocean

          5          people in the office when some of these

          6          decisions are made.  So Transocean should know

          7          about it, they should've reported it to Jimmy.

          8               Q.   You're saying Transocean should have

          9          known about the internal things from

         10          Halliburton to BP?

         11               A.   Yes, they should have.

         12               Q.   Okay.  But Jimmy Harrell, the OIM,

         13          would not have known that, because he's not on

         14          the beach, he's out there on the job, isn't

         15          he?

         16               A.   Well, I don't know if Jimmy Harrell

         17          would know or not, you know.  He's got an

         18          alternate out there.  You know, his alternate

         19          might have saw it and not told him.
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         20               Q.   Well, a minute ago you said you would

         21          agree with Jimmy when he stated that he did

         22          not see it and he was not aware of this.

         23               A.   Well --

         24               Q.   Are you changing your testimony?

         25               A.   -- Jimmy never told me whether he saw
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          1          it or not.

          2               Q.   Okay.  Let me talk about, quickly about

          3          the negative test.  Mr. Harrell was there when

          4          they performed the first negative test, and he

          5          has testified under oath before this Committee

          6          that after they saw 1400 psi in the drill pipe

          7          and zero on the kill line, he thought that mud

          8          was leaking through the annulars causing the

          9          pressure, that might be one of the cause of

         10          the pressure.  He suggested bumping up the

         11          pressure on the lower annulus from 1500 psi to

         12          1900 psi, so they did that.  They then watched

         13          it for thirty minutes and got no flows.

         14                    He then testified that both BP and

         15          Transocean, and particularly BP, concluded

         16          that the negative test was successful; that

         17          is, the field hands on the rig made that

         18          conclusion -- your company as well as Mr.

         19          Harrell.  Do you agree that this was a
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         20          successful negative test?

         21               A.   Unless I knew all the circumstances of

         22          the test, you know, that's the only way I

         23          could make that kind of assumption, you know. 

         24          I don't know what they did, what leaked, how

         25          much leaked.  You know, I'd almost have to be
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          1          there to know what was going on.

          2               Q.   Well, do you agree or take issue with

          3          your counterparts at BP who were there, that

          4          this was a successful negative test?

          5               A.   Well, I can't speak for them.  I'm

          6          saying if I was there and knew all the

          7          conditions, you know, I could make an

          8          assumption from it, but I can't, you know, I

          9          can't do that if I wasn't there.

         10               Q.   So you're saying you don't have enough

         11          information to know whether your counterparts

         12          at BP who were there made the right conclusion

         13          when they said it was a successful negative

         14          test?

         15               A.   I'm saying I don't have enough

         16          information.  That's not saying that they

         17          didn't have enough.

         18               Q.   Well, that's what I'm asking you, sir. 

         19          You're saying that you don't have enough
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         20          information.  Certainly they did, since they

         21          were there, and they said it was a successful

         22          negative test.  Do you disagree?

         23               A.   No, I don't disagree with that.  

         24                    MR. FANNING:

         25                    Thank you very much. 
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          1                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          2                                   Thank you, sir.

          3                                        Mr. Sepulvado, I just want to

          4                              follow-up on one of the question there.

          5                             E X A M I N A T I O N  

          6          BY CAPT. NGUYEN:

          7               Q.   You said that you did not read the

          8          entire report; is that correct? 

          9               A.   Yes, sir.

         10               Q.   And -- excuse me, sir?  Are you --

         11          okay.  And you say that you accept whatever

         12          the home office sent to you to execute; is

         13          that right? 

         14               A.   That's correct.

         15               Q.   So during the construction of this well

         16          here, was there any time that you strike on

         17          any decision that was pushed down from the

         18          front office?

         19               A.   There might have been some.  I don't
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         20          remember, because what they'll do is send out

         21          a draft copy of the procedure and let us, let

         22          us take a look at it, and we'll pass it out to

         23          the drilling contractor and third party

         24          people.  And if they got any input, you know,

         25          if they see something they don't like and want
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          1          to change, we send it back to Houston and they

          2          look at it, and if everybody agrees to the

          3          changes, we'll make those changes.  But

          4          exactly how many changes I made on this

          5          program, I don't, I don't remember.

          6               Q.   But if they send back down to you the

          7          final draft and you did not agree to it, was

          8          there any time that you pushed back a second

          9          time after the final come out?

         10               A.   Yes.  We'll push back on some things

         11          and then we'll kind of go over the negative

         12          and positives, you know, the hazards or pros

         13          and cons, and then we'll settle on one

         14          solution, and everybody's comfortable with

         15          whatever that solution is.

         16               Q.   Okay.  So there's some back and forth

         17          and you have the opportunity to push back if

         18          you disagreed with the draft plan?

         19               A.   Yes, we do.  It don't always mean we're
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         20          going to get our way, though.  It just means

         21          that we do have the opportunity to push back

         22          on it. 

         23                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         24                                   Okay.  All right.  Transocean.   

         25                    MR. CLEMENTS:
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          1                                   I think I'll be brief, sir.

          2                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          3          BY MR. CLEMENTS:

          4               Q.   Did I understand you to say previously,

          5          I think in response to some of my questions,

          6          but maybe others, that earlier on this

          7          project, you experienced the loss of

          8          circulation in the pay zone?

          9               A.   Yes, we did.  Yes, we did.

         10               Q.   And this was the reason I think you

         11          gave -- correct me if I'm wrong -- as to why a

         12          decision might be made not to do a bottoms-up;

         13          is that correct? 

         14               A.   Yes.  If we start losing mud, and

         15          usually that depends on what kind of losses it

         16          is.  You know, if you have eighty, ninety

         17          percent returns, we'll circulate it for a

         18          while.  If we have total returns, we normally

         19          quit circulating and go into the cement job.
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         20               Q.   What's the last thing you said, sir?

         21               A.   I said if we have total, experienced

         22          total returns, we'll quit circulating and go

         23          into the cement job.

         24               Q.   Sir, wouldn't the cement also be

         25          susceptible of going into the pay zone as the
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          1          mud did?

          2               A.   Yes.  It depends on where you, where

          3          you're losing at, you know, wherever the

          4          formation breaks down, whether it's the pay

          5          zone shale, some pay, some zone up above, and

          6          we don't know that when we're circulating, we

          7          just know we're losing mud.

          8               Q.   All right.  And an indication of the

          9          loss of circulation might also eventually be a

         10          concern that you would lose cement when you

         11          did your cement job; you might be losing

         12          cement for the same reasons, might you not?

         13               A.   Yes, that's, that's true.

         14               Q.   Okay.  All right.  But that's why you

         15          do the CBL, isn't it?

         16               A.   Yes, if you lose returns.

         17               Q.   We know here that this cement job had

         18          to fail, do we not, for this well to be

         19          flowing?
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         20               A.   I don't think we have all the facts.  I

         21          don't know if it failed or not.

         22               Q.   Well, the cement is supposed to create

         23          a barrier to contain the hydrocarbons, is it

         24          not?

         25               A.   Yes and no.  If you had a good cement
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          1          job on the outside and the well's not flowing

          2          on the outside, it means there's nothing wrong

          3          with the cement job, which we don't know.

          4               Q.   I understand there's no downside to

          5          doing the CBL; do you agree with me, sir?

          6               A.   No, there's no downside to doing a CBL. 

          7                    MR. CLEMENTS:

          8                                   All right.  Thank you. 

          9                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         10                                   Any other questions from the PII? 

         11                    Okay. 

         12                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         13          BY MR. LINSIN:

         14               Q.   Mr. Sepulvado, I just have a couple of

         15          follow-up questions on your last testimony

         16          concerning barriers, sir.  In your

         17          professional judgment, how many independent

         18          barriers should you have in a well in order to

         19          maintain well control? 
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         20                    MR. WHALEN:

         21                                   Are you qualified to answer that? 

         22                         THE WITNESS: 

         23                                   Well, I can answer it, but I don't

         24                    know exactly under what conditions he's

         25                    talking about.
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          1                                   What do you mean, barriers to keep

          2                    the well from coming in while you're

          3                    drilling it, after the well's drilled,

          4                    or when?     

          5          BY MR. LINSIN:

          6               Q.   After the well is drilled, sir.

          7               A.   Okay.  After the well is drilled, we

          8          usually have two barriers.  On the outside

          9          you'll have your cement and your pack off.  On

         10          the inside you have cement in the flow joints,

         11          and you'll have two flapper valves, back

         12          pressure valves, and then plus whatever other

         13          plugs you set in a pipe. 

         14               Q.   So you would need two independent

         15          barriers in order to maintain control; is that

         16          what I understand you to say?

         17               A.   I don't know if you would need those;

         18          that's what we're required to do.

         19               Q.   That is industry standard; is that

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (375 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:19 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20          correct? 

         21               A.   Yes.   

         22                    MR. LINSIN:

         23                                   All right.  Thank you.  Nothing

         24                    further. 

         25                              E X A M I N A T I O N
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          1          BY MR. DYKES:

          2               Q.   Mr. Sepulvado, going back to the

          3          OptiCem report, in your experience, and it's

          4          thirty plus years, if you were doing a cement

          5          job and you had the model available for you

          6          and you saw that the cement job was still

          7          going to have a severe gas flow potential,

          8          what would you do when you had that report?

          9               A.   Well, if I saw that in that report, I

         10          would, you know, talk to Houston and find out,

         11          or who my immediate supervisor is and, and try

         12          to find out some reasoning, you know, why

         13          we're going to do what we're going to do the

         14          way we're going to do it.

         15               Q.   Okay.  Thank you.

         16               A.   See what pluses and minuses, you know,

         17          of doing things the way they want to do it.    

         18                    MR. DYKES:

         19                                   Thank you.    
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         20                    MR. MATHEWS:

         21                                   I'll follow up on that.

         22                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         23          BY MR. MATHEWS:

         24               Q.   In your experience on the DEEPWATER

         25          HORIZON, did any of the management at the
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          1          beach ever question any models, not alone

          2          cementing or any type of models that were done

          3          for the DEEPWATER HORIZON drilling operations?

          4               A.   Normally that was all done before it

          5          got to the rig level.  Most of these models

          6          are done in Houston, and that's where the

          7          engineers over the wells are, and most of that

          8          stuff was discussed before it got to the rig

          9          level.

         10               Q.   But if you had a report that indicated

         11          something like this and you called the beach

         12          and you had your concerns, at any time did

         13          anyone in BP, in Houston, go against what a

         14          model said to them?

         15               A.   Not, not that I, I can remember.  You

         16          know, it's, you know, we have those kind of

         17          discussions and sometimes we disagree with

         18          what they want to do, but we always call them. 

         19          And on that end, I know they have plenty
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         20          discussions, BP does things by committee, and

         21          usually, you know, they'll try to explain to

         22          us why they want to do it a certain way.      

         23                    MR. DYKES:

         24                                   I got one more follow-up.

         25                              E X A M I N A T I O N
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          1          BY MR. DYKES:

          2               Q.   Based on your experience, when you're

          3          running a cement job and you bump the plugs

          4          and you're ready, you've let that cement set,

          5          is it common not to dump cement on top of

          6          those, those two plugs inside your casing?

          7               A.   Yes, it is.

          8               Q.   It's common not to dump cement on top?

          9               A.   Sometimes we'll put whatever's in the

         10          line on top of them, you know, be it three,

         11          four, five barrels of whatever, we'll kick the

         12          top plug out and put a little cement on top of

         13          them, but it's not, you know, by the time

         14          four, five barrel, by the time the cement gets

         15          in place with all that volume, you know, it's

         16          probably not going to setup. 

         17               Q.   Okay.

         18               A.   So you'd have to put a lot of cement on

         19          them, to keep it from getting contaminated
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         20          with the mud.      

         21                    MR. DYKES:

         22                                   Okay.  Thank you.    

         23                         MR. McCARROLL:

         24                                   I have one follow-up question.

         25          
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          1                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          2          BY MR. McCARROLL:

          3               Q.   You were quoted saying they need a

          4          100,000 pounds to set the lockdown sleeve, and

          5          that's why you had to set the surface plug

          6          deeper?

          7               A.   Yes.  If I -- that number may not be

          8          right, but it was some number, a weight number

          9          that we need.  And the only way we could get

         10          that kind of weight below the lockdown sleeve

         11          was to run either drill collars or heavy

         12          weight to get the weight they needed to set

         13          it.

         14               Q.   So who decides when you're going to run

         15          the lockdown sleeve?

         16               A.   Drilling engineer.

         17               Q.   You don't have anything to say about

         18          when you're going to run the lockdown sleeve?

         19               A.   No, we don't, we hardly ever run a
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         20          lockdown sleeve.

         21               Q.   So if you get a sequence for a lockdown

         22          sleeve, it's run, run after you've done the

         23          displacement, to saltwater, and you set the

         24          cement plug; you wouldn't have a problem with

         25          that?
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          1               A.   To where you set the cement plug first

          2          and then set the lockdown sleeve?

          3               Q.   Yeah.  You wouldn't have a problem with

          4          that?

          5               A.   No.

          6               Q.   What's the purpose of a lockdown

          7          sleeve?

          8               A.   It keeps your, keeps your hanger and

          9          casing from coming up the hole when they're

         10          producing.

         11               Q.   And what's the purpose of a negative

         12          test?

         13               A.   A negative test is to make sure that

         14          when you underbalance the well and take the

         15          mud out of the riser, that nothing leaks.

         16               Q.   So would you want to do a negative test

         17          without the lockdown sleeve?

         18               A.   Yes.  And I'm just talking from my

         19          experience, you could do that.  A lockdown
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         20          sleeve is usually from, you know, temperature,

         21          from flowing a well.  When you're flowing it

         22          at various rates and temperatures, it may make

         23          the casing stretch, but I don't think that

         24          would happen, just doing a negative test,

         25          because we do negative test all the time, you
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          1          know, without lockdown sleeves.

          2               Q.   Yeah, but are you doing it on a, on a

          3          completion-type well, or you doing it on an

          4          exploration well?

          5               A.   Most of them's on exploration well.

          6               Q.   And an exploration well, you don't have

          7          a long string?

          8               A.   No, you don't.

          9               Q.   So if you got a long string and you

         10          just pump cement on a production interval, you

         11          run a lockdown sleeve, you're in a safer

         12          position; is that correct? 

         13               A.   Yes, you'd probably be safer running a

         14          lockdown  --

         15               Q.   So --

         16               A.   -- sleeve first.

         17               Q.   -- why wouldn't you run the lockdown

         18          sleeve prior to doing the negative test?

         19               A.   Because I'd have to be an engineer and
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         20          try to figure out which, what difference it

         21          would make.   

         22               MR. McCARROLL:

         23                                   Thank you.

         24                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         25          BY MR. WHEATLEY:
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          1               Q.   Good afternoon, sir.  Or actually, it's

          2          still morning, thank goodness.  I just have a

          3          couple of questions concerning your role in

          4          the maintenance schedule, and I'll try to be

          5          very brief, because I know you've covered most

          6          of this.

          7                    If I recall your testimony correctly,

          8          you indicated it's -- with respect to the

          9          scheduling of maintenance onboard the rig,

         10          that essentially was the responsibility of the

         11          OIM and his supervisor; is that correct? 

         12               A.   That's correct. 

         13               Q.   Okay.  Were you aware that one of the

         14          findings in the BP audit from September of

         15          2009 was that the well site leader wasn't

         16          being adequately informed of the ongoing

         17          maintenance or maintenance concerns on the

         18          rig?

         19               A.   That's true.
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         20               Q.   That's true.  Would that be your

         21          feelings and position based upon your

         22          experience, sir, as well?

         23               A.   Yes.

         24               Q.   Okay.  Earlier Mr. Mathews provide you

         25          a copy of what's been indicated, it's called
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          1          "Daily Operations Report from BP."  Do you see

          2          those on a daily basis?

          3               A.   You're talking about the, these BP

          4          Daily Reports (indicating)?

          5               Q.   Yes.

          6               A.   Yes, sir.

          7               Q.   Okay. And do you have an opportunity to

          8          read and review those every day?

          9               A.   Yes, sir, we do.

         10               Q.   Okay.  On the one that's dated the 24th

         11          of February, 2010, in the middle section

         12          there's a section that says "Remarks," and it

         13          says, "Note:  RE equipment that is down. 

         14          Waiting on parts or being repaired."  Do you

         15          see that section, sir?

         16               A.   Yes, I do.

         17               Q.   And there's eight items included in

         18          there?

         19               A.   Yes, sir.
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         20               Q.   Okay.  I guess most notably was "No. 4,

         21          No. 2 thruster is out of service, parts on

         22          order; No. 5, No. 4 engine is down"; and then

         23          No. 8 was the indication of the pilot, or the

         24          "pilot leak on the BOPs."

         25                    On a subsequent report, which is dated
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          1          the 13th of March, approximately 2 weeks

          2          later, the exact same eight items show up on

          3          there, do they not?

          4               A.   (No response.)

          5               Q.   If you have a copy of that with you,

          6          sir.

          7               A.   The 13th.

          8               Q.   Yes, sir. 

          9               A.   Yes.

         10               Q.   Okay.  So the exact same eight items

         11          are there?

         12               A.   Yes.

         13               Q.   Is there a point at which if you saw

         14          these same items appearing day after day after

         15          day you would go to the OIM and basically

         16          engage in a discussion as to what was the

         17          problem with the ongoing maintenance?

         18               A.   They always told me that they didn't

         19          have the parts.  But the rotary table's been
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         20          out for two years.

         21               Q.   Okay.  If you were concerned about the

         22          ongoing maintenance and you weren't satisfied

         23          with OIM's answer, what other steps might you

         24          take in pursuing that?

         25               A.   I would talk to the team leader, for BP
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          1          in Houston, and ask him would he have some

          2          discussions with the, his Transocean equal and

          3          see if they couldn't, couldn't iron these

          4          issues out.

          5               Q.   If you had an occasion where, and say

          6          an essential piece of equipment for drilling

          7          operations was scheduled for a maintenance

          8          period and the OIM came to you and said, I'd

          9          like to take down the No. 4 because it's

         10          scheduled for a maintenance, but to do so

         11          would interfere with the ongoing operations,

         12          do you have the authority basically to tell

         13          him to defer that maintenance?

         14               A.   I probably wouldn't tell him to defer

         15          it if, if it's something that was, that we

         16          needed in critical path for the operation of

         17          the rig.  I wouldn't ask him to defer it.

         18               Q.   What would you do?

         19               A.   Well, I'd again call my team leader in
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         20          town and tell him that we got a problem that's

         21          going to interfere with the operations,

         22          critical operations of the rig, and in order

         23          to work on it or make it right, we need to

         24          either shutdown --  BP gave Transocean six

         25          hours just about out of -- after casing job to
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          1          do critical maintenance and PMs on their

          2          equipment.

          3               Q.   And just a final point of

          4          clarification:  Sir, do you hold any Coast

          5          Guard or Marshall Islands licenses or

          6          certificates?

          7               A.   No, sir. 

          8                    MR. WHEATLEY:

          9                                   Okay.  Thank you.  I have no

         10                    further questions. 

         11                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         12                                   Mr. Sepulvado, any question that we

         13                    didn't ask you or any information that

         14                    you'd like to provide to the Board?   

         15                    MR. MATHEWS:

         16                                   Oh, I had a quick question.    

         17                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         18          BY MR. MATHEWS:

         19               Q.   Did I hear you correctly that BP gave
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         20          Transocean six hours per casing, on the job,

         21          for preventative maintenance?

         22               A.   Yes.  What we did was, it was an

         23          agreement between Transocean and BP, to take

         24          six hours when they needed it.  And usually if

         25          it was a short casing run, we'd go to the OIM
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          1          and say, "Do you need that, that six hours?" 

          2          And if he said yes, he'd give us a list of

          3          what he was going to do, we gave him six

          4          hours, but they --

          5               Q.   What's the normal --

          6               A.   -- they could take the six hours.

          7               Q.   What's the normal duration for drilling

          8          a well?

          9               A.   Ahhh   

         10               Q.   Sixty to ninety days?

         11               A.   Yes, sir.  Longer, just depending on,

         12          you know, how deep the well.

         13               Q.   How many strings do you normally have

         14          in, say, an exploration well?

         15               A.   Seven to eight strings.

         16               Q.   So let's say eight.  You think forty-

         17          eight hours of time to give to Transocean for

         18          preventative maintenance is -- over a ninety-

         19          day period is a good number?
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         20               A.   Well, I don't know.  That's just what,

         21          you know, they agreed to, and they agreed to

         22          that in the office, you know.  That really

         23          wasn't let up to us.  They just told us that

         24          if they needed six hours after each one of

         25          those casing runs they could use it.   
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          1                    MR. MATHEWS:

          2                                   Thank you, sir. 

          3                         MS. KARIS:

          4                                   Sir, if I could ask a quick follow-

          5                    up. 

          6                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          7                                   Okay.  Can you step up to the mike. 

          8                         MS. KARIS:

          9                                   May I proceed? 

         10                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         11                                   Yes. 

         12                         MS. KARIS:

         13                                   Thank you.

         14                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         15          BY MS. KARIS:

         16               Q.   Mr. Sepulvado, I want to ask you

         17          quickly about the six-hour issue that you were

         18          just talking about.  Did Transocean have other

         19          time to conduct its preventative maintenance
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         20          other than these six hours after each

         21          interval?

         22               A.   In between wells, you know, sometimes

         23          it depends on how long the move was. Some of

         24          the moves we're three or four days.  A lot of

         25          time they would schedule, you know, certain,
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          1          certain parts of their maintenance to be done

          2          during that time.

          3               Q.   And could some preventative maintenance

          4          get done even during drilling operations?

          5               A.   Yes, as long as it was -- didn't have

          6          something to do with equipment they were using

          7          in critical path.

          8               Q.   And so the six hours that you were

          9          referencing, that's not the only time

         10          Transocean had to conduct its maintenance

         11          program; is that correct? 

         12               A.   No, it isn't.

         13               Q.   And Transocean set its maintenance

         14          schedule as it deemed was necessary to conduct

         15          that maintenance, correct? 

         16               A.   That's correct. 

         17               Q.   BP did not control that maintenance

         18          schedule, correct? 

         19               A.   No, we didn't.
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         20               Q.   Okay.  And Transocean decided what

         21          maintenance was needed and when that

         22          maintenance was going to be done, correct? 

         23               A.   That's correct. 

         24               Q.   There's nothing that you were aware of

         25          from BP saying that maintenance could not be
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          1          done except for these six hours, correct? 

          2               A.   No.

          3               Q.   Is my statement correct?

          4               A.   That's correct. 

          5                         MS. KARIS:

          6                                   Okay.  Thank you.  Nothing further. 

          7                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          8                                   Does Transocean want to rebut here? 

          9                    MR. CLEMENTS:

         10                                   Yes, please. 

         11                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         12                                   Come on up. 

         13                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         14          BY MR. CLEMENTS:

         15               Q.   I'll try not to ask you a series of

         16          leading questions which calls for a yes or no,

         17          but I do want to know this:  During drilling

         18          operations during an active well, what does

         19          British Petroleum have to do with regard to
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         20          all scheduling that goes on that rig?

         21               A.   You're talking about in reference to

         22          the well?

         23               Q.   Well, I'm talking about in reference to

         24          any maintenance, preventative or otherwise,

         25          Transocean may want to undertake.  They got to
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          1          run that by you, don't they?

          2               A.   What Transocean normally did was, you

          3          know, if they had something they needed to do,

          4          you know, they'd come to me and I didn't turn

          5          them down.  You know, if they had something

          6          that they wanted to stop for, you know, I'd

          7          call my supervisor and say, "Well, Transocean

          8          has got some things they need to do," and as

          9          far as I was concerned, we could shut the rig

         10          down and do it anytime they wanted to.

         11               Q.   They would have to come to you and you

         12          would consult Houston?

         13               A.   Yes, that's right.  But, yeah, I mean

         14          everybody would have to be in the loop as to,

         15          you know, why we were shutting down, because

         16          we'd get fifty million phone calls if they saw

         17          us shutdown.

         18               Q.   Well, sure, everybody may have to be in

         19          the loop, but at the end of the day, it's
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         20          British Petroleum who makes the decision as to

         21          whether or not Transocean can go forward with

         22          any maintenance it may want to do?

         23               A.   Well, as long as I've been on that rig,

         24          I've never known BP not to agree with shutting

         25          the rig down if they had something that needed
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          1          to be done in critical path.  And if they

          2          needed to do it, all they had to do was come

          3          ask.

          4               Q.   Oh, okay.  And they would agree with

          5          the decision which you made?

          6               A.   Yeah.  Which was, yes, you can shut the

          7          rig down and fix it.

          8               Q.   Did that happen on the Macondo well?

          9               A.   No, nobody ever come to me and said

         10          they had anything they needed to shut down

         11          for.

         12               Q.   All right.  And did BP's control of the

         13          scheduling of Transocean's maintenance ever

         14          change while on the Macondo well?

         15               A.   Not as I'm aware of.  

         16                    MR. CLEMENTS:

         17                                   All right.  Thank you. 

         18                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         19                                   Thank you, sir.  All right.  If we
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         20                    need for you to come back to provide

         21                    additional information, will you make

         22                    yourself available to the Board, sir? 

         23                         THE WITNESS: 

         24                                   Yes, sir. 

         25                    CAPT. NGUYEN:
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          1                                   Thank you very much for your

          2                    testimony today. 

          3                         THE WITNESS: 

          4                                   Thank you. 

          5                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          6                                   You are dismissed.  We'll take a

          7                    one hour break, and we will restart at

          8                    one o'clock.  Thank you.

          9          (Whereupon, a lunch break was taken off the

         10          record.)

         11                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         12                                   The Board will now call Mr. Ross

         13                    Skidmore with BP. 

         14                              *   *   *   *   *   *

         15                                        ROSS SKIDMORE,

         16          after being first duly sworn in the cause,

         17          testified as follows:

         18                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         19                                   Thank you, sir.  Please be seated.
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         20                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         21          BY MR. MATHEWS:

         22               Q.   Mr. Skidmore, for the record, can you

         23          please state your full name and spell your

         24          last, sir?

         25               A.   Ross Randy Skidmore, S--K--I--D--M--O-
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          1          R--E.

          2               Q.   And by who are you employed, sir?

          3               A.   Swift.

          4               Q.   And is Swift contracted out by BP?

          5               A.   I am.

          6               Q.   You are?

          7               A.   Yes, sir.  I can't answer for all of

          8          Swift.  I believe there's various technology

          9          groups that they go out to.

         10               Q.   And what position do you hold with

         11          Swift, sir?

         12               A.   I'm a Subsea Well Supervisor.

         13               Q.   And how long had you held that position

         14          at the DEEPWATER HORIZON?

         15               A.   This was the first time I've ever set

         16          foot on the DEEPWATER HORIZON.

         17               Q.   And when did you first step on it, what

         18          date?

         19               A.   I believe it was on the 16th, April the
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         20          16th.

         21               Q.   How much subsea well experience had you

         22          had prior to this incident?

         23               A.   I initially started with subsea work

         24          with Penrod Drilling Company.  I work for

         25          drilling contractors, and I broke out, I
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          1          believe it was in September of 1983, if I'm

          2          not mistaken.  I've been employed in this

          3          industry since 1977, but I began my subsea

          4          work in '83.

          5               Q.   I know you only arrived on the 16th,

          6          but can you please inform me of what you were

          7          actually doing out there and what your

          8          responsibilities were going to be?

          9               A.   Well, myself as a contractor I assist

         10          the lead with a job, and what we were looking

         11          at was taking possession of the DEEPWATER

         12          HORIZON upon completion of the Macondo and

         13          taking it to the Nile Project, where we were

         14          going to P&A a well and recover an old tree.

         15               Q.   And what were you going to do, about

         16          what you mean "taking possession"?

         17               A.   Well, moving the rig to the next job. 

         18          I was going to ride the rig to the next job

         19          and perform, assist with the P&A of the Nile
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         20          well.

         21               Q.   Were you going to be involved at all at

         22          any level of any maintenance that was going to

         23          be done on the BOP stack once it was pulled?

         24               A.   The only involvement that I would have

         25          is as per maintenance would go, it would be, I
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          1          would be directed on what to do.  I don't take

          2          anything on my own to go out and do it in BP's

          3          name, no.

          4               Q.   And what were you going to be doing,

          5          though, when you took possession of it from

          6          the Nile, going to the Nile well?  I truly

          7          don't understand what you're responsibility

          8          was.

          9               A.   Well, what we -- we haven't started

         10          receiving any of the equipment as yet that

         11          would be required for the job, so I would be

         12          onboard the vessel and as the equipment

         13          arrived, I would call it in and report that

         14          these particular tools have been -- have

         15          arrived, we have received them, right down the

         16          list of the equipment that would be required

         17          to perform the job on the Nile.

         18               Q.   Can you please take me through what

         19          happened on the day of April 20th from when
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         20          you woke up to when you departed the rig?

         21               A.   You're asking me from when the incident

         22          began on the 20th?

         23               Q.   The morning of April 20th, when you --

         24               A.   Okay.

         25               Q.   -- woke up and --
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          1               A.   The morning of April the 20th, myself,

          2          Shane Albers, Brad Tippetts, we were the three

          3          on the same team that were going to take this

          4          rig to the Nile.  What we were doing at that

          5          time, we're just going over the work that we

          6          will be doing as far as the Nile Project is

          7          concerned as well as going over the pipe

          8          tallies on when they were going to run the

          9          lockdown sleeve on the Macondo well.

         10               Q.   And after that happened?

         11               A.   Well, we drug it on through the day

         12          doing just exactly that, and around 9:30 that

         13          evening, that night is when I went ahead and

         14          went to bed.  I went to bed at 9:30, and I was

         15          laying there in my bunk, reading, and closed

         16          my book up, laid it down and laid back on the

         17          bed.  I was, I believe that I was well enough

         18          alone to be able to go to sleep at that point,

         19          and that's, that's when the incident took
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         20          place, thereabout 10:00, if I remember

         21          correctly.

         22               Q.   Okay.  Prior to arriving at the

         23          DEEPWATER HORIZON, were you given any

         24          documents from BP concerning the well or any

         25          of the procedures that you were going to be
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          1          running?

          2               A.   Did I carry any out with me?

          3               Q.   Were you given any prior to going to

          4          the DEEPWATER HORIZON?  You may not have taken

          5          them with you, but did BP ever give you any

          6          procedures of what you were going to be doing?

          7               A.   Well, like I was saying, when we were

          8          coming out to the job, the way it came, came

          9          about was, Shane and myself arrived on the rig

         10          on the 16th.  The lead on the job did not come

         11          out until, I believe it was Monday, because of

         12          bed space.  There wasn't any rush to get all

         13          of us out there.  So we went out to the rig as

         14          soon as we could, get settled in, and get

         15          things laid out.  And Brad, the lead for the

         16          job, he was to bring everything that was

         17          needed.  So if I had something with me -- I

         18          know when I got there I requested some

         19          information, and I received it when I was
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         20          there, as far as pertaining to the well, where

         21          they're at, when could I expect to get started

         22          with the lockdown sleeve.

         23               Q.   Who did you report to?

         24               A.   I report to Merrit Kelly.  He's --

         25               Q.   Who's that?

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (422 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:20 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      212

          1               A.   Merrit Kelly is the team lead in the

          2          Subsea Wells Group.

          3               Q.   Is that a BP employee?

          4               A.   Yes, that's the BP employee that I'm

          5          under.

          6               Q.   Okay.  How many lockdown sleeves have

          7          you been involved with running before, sir?

          8               A.   This would have been my first one to

          9          set. I've been involved as far as taking the

         10          measurements and inspecting up to an open

         11          well.

         12               Q.   Have you talked to Brad Tippetts about

         13          his experience in running lockdown sleeves?

         14               A.   No, I haven't.

         15               Q.   Shane Albers?

         16               A.   No, I have not.

         17               Q.   Did they issue any comments to you

         18          about any concern they had in running the

         19          lockdown sleeve?
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         20               A.   Only to be successful with it.  You

         21          know, all we had was positive conversation as

         22          far as stepping into this job and going

         23          through it.  You know, we had Dril-Quip

         24          onboard.  The Dril-Quip service hand was

         25          actually carrying -- would have been carrying
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          1          out the job and we would have been alongside

          2          with him.

          3               Q.   Was there ever anyone else from Swift

          4          that had been on the DEEPWATER HORIZON that

          5          did subsea operation work prior to you?

          6               A.   Not that I know of.  Not that I know

          7          of.

          8               Q.   Do you know who would know that?  Like,

          9          if someone we contacted, if there was any

         10          other Swift employees on the DEEPWATER

         11          HORIZON, who we should contact?

         12               A.   Well, I'm not -- the reason that I was

         13          saying that is, I'm believing that myself and

         14          Gary Ellis are the only two Swift contract

         15          employees that work in the Subsea Wells

         16          Group -- I'm sure of that.

         17               Q.   A lot of my questions that we had

         18          prepared for you were developed with the

         19          understanding that you were the Subsea Well
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         20          Supervisor for the DEEPWATER HORIZON, and it

         21          seems to me as though you were actually just

         22          out there during the transition of going from

         23          the Macondo to the Nile Well, and from what I

         24          understand, you were only going to be setting

         25          the -- you were out there to work on the
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          1          lockdown sleeve and you had never set one

          2          before?

          3               A.   It's -- well, I was out there to assist

          4          and support.

          5               Q.   And how would you assist?

          6               A.   I would assist as far as in -- I can

          7          read and understand what needs to be done in

          8          this application, just from my past experience

          9          in various equipment.  And I'd be working

         10          alongside, or with the Dril-Quip hand as well

         11          as our own -- as the BP employees through it.

         12               Q.   Had you had any prior knowledge of the

         13          timing that a lockdown sleeve should be run?

         14               A.   As in the sequence of events that it

         15          would --

         16               Q.   Be set.

         17               A.   -- fall into place --

         18               Q.   Yes, sir.

         19               A.   -- in relation to the well?
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         20               Q.   Yes, sir. 

         21               A.   I knew that the timing that we were

         22          going to be setting it in.

         23               Q.   But did you have any document to

         24          reference it against to say that it might not

         25          have been an industry standard to run the
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          1          lockdown sleeve at that time?

          2               A.   The document that I requested and

          3          received from Brian Morel on the vessel was

          4          the sequence that it was going to be done in,

          5          and that's the way I knew it today.

          6               Q.   Okay.  And Mr. Tippetts was in lead of

          7          that, but did he have any issues with the

          8          timing of what time the lockdown sleeve was

          9          set?

         10               A.   As far as a lockdown sleeve would go,

         11          the only concerns that would have been raised

         12          would have been to insure that we have enough

         13          distance between the stinger and the balance

         14          plug.  As long as you have that distance in

         15          there, you can have your sufficient amount of

         16          weight for setting this tool and also have a

         17          clean wellbore.

         18               Q.   Was there --

         19               A.   Their timing was not really a concern
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         20          of ours.

         21               Q.   Was there ever any discussions with Mr.

         22          Brian Morel or Mr. Tippetts about a negative

         23          test and the timing of running the lockdown

         24          sleeve?

         25               A.   Not from us.
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          1               Q.   From anyone else?

          2               A.   Not to my knowledge.     

          3                    MR. MATHEWS:

          4                                   I have no further questions, sir. 

          5                         THE WITNESS: 

          6                                   Well, we are not sit -- we were not

          7                    sitting in a shared space, let me add

          8                    that in there, as far as our office

          9                    space where we were sitting.  We were

         10                    by ourselves, so we weren't sitting in

         11                    the group as far as the well -- the

         12                    wells teams go on that job.  We were in

         13                    a separate office, so we were not

         14                    involved in the conversations that were

         15                    being taken place on deciding what was

         16                    going on.   

         17                    MR. MATHEWS:

         18                                   Okay.  Thank you.  I have no

         19                    further questions. 
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         20                         THE WITNESS: 

         21                                   Thank you. 

         22                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         23          BY MR. McCARROLL:

         24               Q.   When the incident occurred, I think

         25          Dril-Quip was on the rig floor bucking up the
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          1          tool for running the lockdown sleeve; is that

          2          correct? 

          3               A.   I believe at that time we were -- they

          4          were insuring that they had the crossovers,

          5          and they might have been getting the space out

          6          and everything correct.  I don't know exactly

          7          what he was doing, Mr. McCarroll.

          8               Q.   The Dril-Quip guy was at the rear of

          9          the vessel, using a bucking machine to prepare

         10          for the lockdown sleeve.

         11               A.   Okay.  This is correct.  We were, we

         12          were at the rear of the vessel, the aft end,    

         13          with a bucking machine getting crossovers and

         14          all together.

         15               Q.   During the day?

         16               A.   Yes, sir, during they day.

         17               Q.   When did you start that?

         18               A.   Oh, I don't recall the times on it, but

         19          it was, it was on and off all through the day,
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         20          because it would be several activities going

         21          on.  He, the Dril-Quip hands also took care of

         22          the -- hauling the casing run, the hangers,

         23          and the equipment for that as well, and he

         24          handled all of his communications back and

         25          forth to town, so we were in and out as he
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          1          could and as we had crane availability and

          2          assistance there.

          3               Q.   But did you start bucking the tools

          4          together right after lunch, or was it after

          5          breakfast, or --

          6               A.   I couldn't tell you exactly.

          7               Q.   Couldn't tell exactly, okay.

          8               A.   No, sir.

          9               Q.   Do you know what tools he had to buck

         10          together?

         11               A.   Well, it would be some crossovers,

         12          because Dril-Quip had these tools assembled in

         13          the shop and they were sent out as an

         14          assembly.  But he still has to be able to get

         15          the crossover in to -- made up to whatever the

         16          thread type will be for the stinger.

         17               Q.   Right.

         18               A.   The weight to be under the tool --

         19               Q.   Yes, sir.
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         20               A.   -- and the crossover for the top.  And

         21          we were looking at two separate tools, one of

         22          them being the lead impression tool, to be run

         23          first --

         24               Q.   Correct.

         25               A.   -- and the second one being the
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          1          lockdown sleeve 

          2               Q.   Okay.  Did you assist with him bucking

          3          up the tools or just observing him?

          4               A.   Just pretty much observing and looking

          5          through the area, 'cause we were, we were

          6          having trouble finding some of the crossovers. 

          7          We actually borrowed some of them.  One of

          8          them might have came from Halliburton, off of

          9          one of their tools or something, so we were

         10          flip-flopping stuff around on the back deck.

         11               Q.   Was the Dril-Quip guy familiar with the

         12          rig?

         13               A.   Yes, sir.  I believe he had spent quite

         14          a bit of time on the -- he was a regular on the

         15          rig.

         16               Q.   Okay.  So he pretty much knew the

         17          routine and you were following his routine?

         18               A.   Oh, yes, sir,  He knew everybody,

         19          first-name basis.  He was like one of the crew
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         20          members there.

         21               Q.   Okay.  And you were going to run the

         22          lead impression block first?

         23               A.   Yes, sir. 

         24               Q.   And that was based upon what?

         25               A.   Well, the function of the lead
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          1          impression tool, once you run it to depth,

          2          land it out in the profile, you pressure it up

          3          and energize through lead blocks, and those

          4          protrude out into the, into the side of the

          5          wellhead where the lockdown sleeve will be

          6          energizing into the profile, and then when you

          7          recover the lead impression tool, you can get

          8          your measurement from that.  The indication

          9          that you get from the profile, it tells where

         10          it's setting at in the wellhead.  You take

         11          that measurement in relation to your lockdown

         12          sleeve and that will tell you when you land

         13          this lockdown sleeve at this point it will be

         14          locking in either just right or else we're

         15          going to have to make an adjustment to stroke

         16          it out longer or shorter so you'll have a true

         17          mesh in the profile.

         18               Q.   So the reason you have to run the lead

         19          impression block is because the tool does not
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         20          always space out the same on the wellhead

         21          itself?

         22               A.   Well, it, it's just to make sure that

         23          the work was done correctly in the shop and

         24          everything is the way it's supposed to be, and

         25          it'll also let you know that the, that the
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          1          casing was set all the way down and exactly

          2          where it needs to be and --

          3               Q.   That's what I was trying to get to,

          4          because the casing wouldn't necessarily be set

          5          all the way down?

          6               A.   Well, that's just one point to that it

          7          would raise a flag if you run a lead

          8          impression and you're high or low.  Then

          9          you're going to get on the phone, you're going

         10          to have a sit down and figure out why is it

         11          not the way it should be.

         12               Q.   Right.  Does the seal assembly is just

         13          a locking mechanism, it doesn't seal -- I

         14          mean, the lockdown sleeve, it doesn't do

         15          anything to seal, it just physically locks the

         16          casing in place?

         17               A.   Oh, well, the lockdown, the lockdown

         18          sleeve would be assisting in the production

         19          side whenever you come around to run your
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         20          tree, that it would actually stab into and get

         21          you straight into your production casing.

         22               Q.   Can you explain that a little bit more

         23          in detail?

         24               A.   Well, the lockdown sleeve is going to

         25          land out on top of the casing hanger.
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          1               Q.   Right.

          2               A.   And it's going to lock in, you'll

          3          pressurize it and lock it in place.  And this

          4          will assist in holding, ensuring that that 9--

          5          7/8ths or whatever casing this is being landed

          6          on, we will assist in holding that casing in

          7          place as well.  And then when you run your

          8          tree and you land your tree on top of the

          9          wellhead, it would stab into the top of this

         10          lockdown sleeve area.

         11               Q.   Does it seal against the lockdown

         12          sleeve of the tree?

         13               A.   Well, it seals between the tree and the

         14          lockdown sleeve.

         15               Q.   Okay.  That's where the sealing --

         16               A.   Yeah.

         17               Q.   So it actually provides a sealing

         18          mechanism between the tree and the lockdown

         19          sleeve?
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         20               A.   You production bore stab from the tree.

         21               Q.   Okay.  But it doesn't seal on the other

         22          end, where you have the casing hanger, it's

         23          just a locking device?

         24               A.   Well, I would have to say that it's

         25          going to primarily be a locking device where
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          1          it comes into the top of the casing.

          2               Q.   Okay.  And the locking device is simply

          3          engaging some hydraulic movement there to lock

          4          it, or how does it actually lock in?

          5               A.   Well, it's going to be weight and

          6          hydraulic.

          7               Q.   All right.

          8               A.   So they would close a set of pipe rams

          9          and pressure up underneath there.

         10               Q.   So you have weight hanging below you,

         11          or do you just have --

         12               A.   No.  

         13               Q.   -- pressure on the top -- 

         14               A.   Are you asking me reference to the

         15          lockdown sleeve?

         16               Q.   Yes, sir. 

         17               A.   Okay.  You will be running a hundred

         18          thousand pounds beneath it.  The stinger is

         19          what I'm referring to.  The stinger will be
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         20          the weight that'll be hanging underneath the

         21          lockdown sleeve.  And this will assist you in

         22          getting through, setting it in there good and

         23          true, and when you slack off the sufficient

         24          amount of weight to land this out, you will

         25          not be putting anything in excess, where if it
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          1          calls for sixty thousand pounds to slack off

          2          and you have a hundred thousand pounds stinger

          3          under it.

          4               Q.   So you run weight above the setting

          5          weight?

          6               A.   Well, yes, sir.  You're running a

          7          hundred thousand pounds under it.  I believe

          8          that's what the procedure called for --

          9               Q.   Excuse me.  I didn't mean to interrupt

         10          you.  It only takes sixty to set it?

         11               A.   I believe it's sixty to seventy-two,

         12          not to exceed a certain amount in there.

         13               Q.   And what's the hydraulic part of the

         14          mechanism

         15               A.   The hydraulic part would assist you

         16          with a lock ring that's coming down on the

         17          uppermost part of it.

         18               Q.   But is that the pressure from the top

         19          that activates the hydraulic mechanism?
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         20               A.   Yes, it does.  You're going to be,

         21          you're going to be inputting the pressure from

         22          the cement unit, coming through a choker kill

         23          line.

         24               Q.   And is that pressure exposed to the

         25          entire wellbore -- Now the BOP's down, or is
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          1          it a --

          2               A.   It's, it's in that, that area right

          3          there, from wherever you come in under that

          4          set of rams to the top of your --

          5               Q.   Okay.  But it's not in the running

          6          tool, it's not contained in the running tool,

          7          the pressure, it's between the BOPs and the

          8          running tool?

          9               A.   Oh, if you come down -- if I'm

         10          understanding you correctly.  If you come down

         11          through the drill stem to pressure on it, you

         12          have a shear sub inside, which will allow you

         13          once you pick up out of it, you shear out of

         14          it, you pump down pressure down the inside and

         15          it will shear what they call a "shear sub,"

         16          and that will allow the column of fluid to

         17          vent to the annulus, and then you can pull

         18          your, your pipe dry and not have to be pulling

         19          wet string.
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         20               Q.   Okay.  And what do you shear out of? 

         21          Just some shear pins you're just shearing out

         22          of, or what?

         23               A.   Yes, sir, you'd be shearing out of some

         24          shear pins, right.  I think they're brass-type

         25          shear pins.
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          1               Q.   Brass-type screws?

          2               A.   Yeah.

          3               Q.   And is it's just a dog-locking

          4          mechanism that you're engaging?

          5               A.   A dog-locking mechanism?

          6               Q.   You know, like a, you just got a

          7          profile that you're going, you're going to

          8          push something hydraulically into  --

          9               A.   That's correct.

         10               Q.   -- that profile?

         11               A.   That's correct, you're going to lock

         12          into a profile there.

         13               Q.   And that's all you're doing?

         14               A.   Yes, sir.

         15               Q.   After you get through setting blocking

         16          sleeves, anything else you do particular to

         17          the wellhead, you have to make a second run to

         18          make sure it's set?

         19               A.   After -- when we get to that point, be
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         20          after the stack would have been unlatched and

         21          off to the side and then the ROV has a

         22          measuring tool that would land on top for the

         23          wellhead and it extends down to the lockdown

         24          sleeve and it would give us an exact number

         25          of, say, ten and a quarter inches from the top

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (452 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:20 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      227

          1          datum line to the top of the lockdown sleeve.

          2               Q.   Okay.  And that would, and that's so

          3          that you'll make sure the tree would fit on

          4          there properly when you come back with the

          5          tree?

          6               A.   Yes, sir, that way they would know that

          7          it's in there where it's supposed to be.  I

          8          can't tell you the exact number.  We were told

          9          a number that it should be set at in there,

         10          and that would be another indicator that this

         11          is properly done and a good job.

         12               Q.   Okay.  But it does not seal the

         13          wellbore, just seals the -- just sets, just

         14          locks in the casing, it doesn't seal the

         15          wellbore?

         16               A.   Yes, sir, it locks in the casing, and

         17          the production bore seals inside of that when

         18          the tree lands in it.       

         19                              MR. McCARROLL:
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         20                                   Okay.  All right.  Thank you. 

         21                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         22          BY MR. DYKES:

         23               Q.   Mr. Skidmore so that we get the Record

         24          straight.  What exactly is your title?  Are

         25          you the subsea supervisor?
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          1               A.   My title is the Subsea Wells

          2          Supervisor.

          3               Q.   So who exactly do you supervise?

          4               A.   Rig floor operations that are going on

          5          at the time.  I'll just oversee what all is

          6          happening, and if I have a problem with

          7          anything that I'm seeing, I'll bring it to

          8          their attention at the time.  And if we can't

          9          work through it, I pass it on through town to

         10          my immediate supervisors.

         11               Q.   And who is your immediate supervisor?

         12               A.   Merrit Kelly would be my immediate

         13          supervisor -- excuse me, would be my immediate

         14          supervisor.  As far as on-the-job goes, the

         15          lead, the lead hand on the job would be my

         16          supervisor at that time.

         17               Q.   Okay.  What's your experience running

         18          the Dril-Quip casing hanger and the lockdown

         19          sleeve?  How many have you run in your
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         20          experience?

         21               A.   Well, in my past, I've been through

         22          quite a few casing jobs, but I've never ran

         23          the casing and the hangers as far as my

         24          responsibility goes.

         25               Q.   Okay.  But you have run the lockdown
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          1          sleeves in your experience?

          2               A.   I've been around them.

          3               Q.   Yes, sir.

          4               A.   I've been around them and associated

          5          with it.

          6               Q.   Okay.  Thank you.

          7               A.   I've never had the job that we're

          8          saying, "You're the lead on this, this is your

          9          responsibility," and been involved from day

         10          one as far as the procedures and all that.  I

         11          follow a procedure; I haven't written them.    

         12                    MR. DYKES:

         13                                   Okay.  Thank you.  

         14                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         15                                   Flag State.   

         16                    MR. LINSIN:

         17                                   No questions.  Thank you, Captain. 

         18                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         19                                   Sure.  Weatherford.  
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         20                         MR. LEMOINE:

         21                                   No, thank you, Captain. 

         22                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         23                                   Thank you.  M-I SWACO. 

         24                    MR. EASON:

         25                                   No questions.  Thank you. 
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          1                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          2                                   Dril-Quip. 

          3                    MR. KAPLAN: 

          4                                   No questions. 

          5                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          6                                   Douglas Brown.           

          7                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          8          BY MR. GORDON:

          9               Q.   Hi, Mr. Skidmore.  My name's Steve

         10          Gordon, and I represent Douglas Brown.

         11               A.   Okay, Mr. Gordon.

         12               Q.   Have you spoken before you came here to

         13          Transocean's lawyers?

         14               A.   No.  No, I have not, unless, unless I

         15          had any conversation with any of them on the

         16          boat after the incident, but I had no face-to-

         17          face business talk with anyone.

         18               Q.   Okay.  And when you say "boat," what

         19          boat do you refer to?
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         20               A.   The boat that we evacuated to, the work

         21          boat.

         22               Q.   Was that the DAMON BANKSTON?

         23               A.   You know I don't recall the name of it.

         24               Q.   Okay.  Is that where pretty much

         25          everybody went to --
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          1               A.   Yes, sir, it is.

          2               Q.   -- that vessel you're referring to?

          3               A.   Yes, sir.

          4               Q.   And can you tell me -- I know it's hard

          5          to recall that night and that morning -- well,

          6          actually it was extended into two days, I

          7          think -- but how many lawyers came out there? 

          8          As best you can recall.

          9               A.   I can't recall.

         10                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         11                                    Mr. Gordon, that line of

         12                    questions. I don't know how that

         13                    question is safety related. 

         14                    MR. GORDON:

         15                                   I thought the first day's testimony

         16                    was that there were no lawyers that

         17                    came out there. 

         18                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         19                                   And I don't remember whether I cut
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         20                    that line of questioning off either,

         21                    but I don't think it'd have anything

         22                    relative to the safety issue we discuss

         23                    here.   

         24                    MR. GORDON:

         25                                   Okay.     
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          1          BY MR. GORDON:

          2               Q.   Well, let me ask you, did Swift try to

          3          get you off of the BANKSTON, if you know?

          4               A.   No, I'm not going to say that anybody

          5          tried to get me off or separate me in any way.

          6               Q.   Okay.

          7               A.   I was well taken care of.

          8               Q.   All right.  And you came in, I believe,

          9          into Port Fourchon the morning of Thursday?

         10               A.   Yes, I did.

         11               Q.   Can you tell me, sir, if your work,

         12          when they pick up the BOP from the Macondo

         13          well, if your work would have had anything to

         14          do with the BOP?

         15               A.   You mean, will it have anything to do

         16          with it?

         17               Q.   Yes, sir.

         18               A.   I hope it does.  I have not been told

         19          that I will yet.
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         20               Q.   Okay.

         21               A.   But I would, I would like to follow

         22          this whole thing through.

         23               Q.   Okay.  But, for instance, if this event

         24          had not happened and the BOP had been picked

         25          up, would your work onboard the DEEPWATER

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (464 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:20 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      233

          1          HORIZON had to do with that BOP?

          2               A.   No.  But if I would have been asked or

          3          directed in that, I would -- it would have.

          4               Q.   Okay.  So whether or not there were new

          5          annulars onboard the DEEPWATER HORIZON is

          6          completely outside of your scope?

          7               A.   I wouldn't have a clue.

          8               Q.   Now you arrived, you said, on the 16th?

          9               A.   I believe it was.  That would be a

         10          Friday, wouldn't it?

         11               Q.   Yes, sir.

         12               A.   I believe it was on a Friday that I

         13          made my way out there.

         14               Q.   Can you tell me while you were onboard

         15          the DEEPWATER HORIZON before 2200 hours on

         16          April 20th if you attended any safety

         17          meetings?

         18               A.   Yeah, we have so many.  We have pre-

         19          tour meetings that I'll stand in and listen
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         20          to, we'll have our drills, and I was, I was

         21          impressed by the way that the Marine

         22          Department, the Transocean employees did take

         23          their position in this safety seriously.  And

         24          I was led around the rig and it was explained

         25          to me, because I've never been on that rig
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          1          before, and I was shown all of my evacuation

          2          stations, plans.  I was given the time to just

          3          wander about from my room and learn my ways

          4          out, more than one way to evacuate from.  I

          5          believe it's -- for somebody not having an

          6          idea of what was fixing to happen to us, they

          7          pretty well had us schooled up.

          8               Q.   Okay.  

          9               A.   Was this what you were asking me?

         10               Q.   Not quite, but normally I would say

         11          "non-responsive," but --

         12               A.   That was a good lead off though, wasn't

         13          it?

         14               Q.   Yes, sir.  I was trying to push the

         15          button to stop you.

         16               A.   Okay.  

         17          

         18               Q.   Let's try it again.  While you were

         19          there, did you attend any formal safety
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         20          meetings?

         21               A.   I couldn't just pick one out, but I'm

         22          going to tell you, yes, because if there's a

         23          safety meeting, I'm standing in the

         24          background.

         25               Q.   Okay.  But --
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          1               A.   Is that --

          2               Q.   Let me try it this way.  Did you attend

          3          any abandon ship drills specifically?

          4               A.   Let's see.  That would be on Sundays.

          5               Q.   That's what I heard.  Did you attend

          6          that?

          7               A.   Then I attended one then.

          8               Q.   You did.  Where was your life jacket?

          9               A.   In my room.

         10               Q.   Okay.  And did you board the life

         11          capsule?

         12               A.   No, not during the drill.

         13               Q.   All right.  The muster, do you feel

         14          that the muster went calmly and effectively?

         15               A.   There, there is not a way that you're

         16          going to be able to effectively take a muster

         17          onboard during the incident.  It was

         18          attempted, and then once the lifeboats were

         19          all manned, doors closed, we attempted to take
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         20          another muster, but it's pitch black at that

         21          time and it's still so loud you can't hear

         22          yourself think let alone communicate with the

         23          man next to you.

         24                    So what they did in -- to resolve that

         25          problem, as soon as we were offloaded, onto
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          1          this work boat, they separated us out, all

          2          standing on one end of the vessel right there

          3          in that work area, and as the name was called,

          4          we left that area to a separate area.  So they

          5          did, they did get a good muster.

          6               Q.   All right.  And which life capsule did

          7          you depart in?

          8               A.   I departed on the one when you come out

          9          the door directly to your left.

         10               Q.   Okay.

         11               A.   So that would be No. 1, I believe it

         12          was.

         13               Q.   And do you know if during the time --

         14          how long it took from the time you arrived at

         15          that area before you departed?

         16               A.   It was greater than ten minutes.  It

         17          was, it was greater than ten minutes, because

         18          the way the situation was, the way the fuel

         19          source was, we were, we were in a, in as good
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         20          a safe a place as you could be as far as

         21          mustering at a lifeboat would go, so we didn't

         22          take any chances of leaving too soon, if

         23          that's -- if you understand what I'm saying,

         24          we stayed until we knew there was nothing else

         25          coming, nobody in sight, and everybody was
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          1          pretty much deemed that it was time to go

          2          then.

          3               Q.   And you might have said this.  Had the

          4          other life capsule already departed?

          5               A.   Well, the other life capsule had

          6          already loaded and closed the door.  I don't

          7          know if it had started down before we got in

          8          it at final loading.

          9               Q.   And were you in the life capsule that

         10          had a tough time starting the engine?

         11               A.   I don't, I don't really know if we had

         12          any trouble starting the engine.  I think we

         13          were just really wanting to make sure

         14          everybody was there.

         15               Q.   All right.

         16               A.   If I'm not mistaken, if I wasn't the

         17          last one in the boat, I was probably the

         18          second to last one getting in.

         19               Q.   Before you got on the life capsule, did
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         20          you ever hear anybody say "Abandon Ship," or

         21          call out for an abandon ship? 

         22               A.   I don't recall those exact words being

         23          spoken, but the alarms for abandon ship were

         24          going.

         25               Q.   Okay.  And did you ever see the captain
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          1          at any time from the explosion till the time

          2          you left?

          3               A.   I did see the members of his crew.  I

          4          can't say I saw the captain, but we did have

          5          some of the Marine Department coming by,

          6          checking at the boats, and I couldn't tell you

          7          what communication was done.  He was just

          8          looking and then back to his other duty.  So

          9          whatever he saw was what he was looking for.

         10               Q.   Okay.  While you were onboard the

         11          BANKSTON, did you hear either Mr. Ezell or Mr.

         12          Harrell make a phone call?

         13               A.   Mr. Ezell or mister who?

         14               Q.   Harrell. 

         15               A.   Harrell.  No, I don't, I don't believe

         16          I paid any attention to if anyone was on the

         17          computer or the satellite phone.  I know we

         18          had one, but I don't recall anybody using it.

         19               Q.   Last area.  Did you interact at all
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         20          with the Schlumberger people that were out

         21          there?

         22               A.   Not in any business way.  You mean on

         23          the vessel itself?

         24               Q.   On the DEEPWATER HORIZON.

         25               A.   No, I don't believe I did.  I don't
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          1          believe I had any business with them.

          2               Q.   Do you know that they were there?

          3               A.   Didn't pay them any attention if they

          4          were.

          5               Q.   Do you know any  --

          6               A.   But I'm sure they would have been,

          7          because if their services would have been

          8          needed, but I didn't have any, any interest in

          9          looking them up.

         10               Q.   Do you know anything about a cement

         11          bond log that should have been run, or was

         12          requested to have been run?

         13               A.   No, I wasn't privy to any of that.  I

         14          know what you're talking about, and I know --

         15          I understand what a cement bond log is and the

         16          reasoning for it if there's any questions as

         17          far as the cement job would be, if there 

         18          would have been any flags, that would have

         19          been one of the calls to be made, but I was
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         20          not involved in any decision-making.   

         21                    MR. GORDON:

         22                                   Okay.  Thank you so much.  

         23                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         24                                   Thank you, sir.  Curt Kuchta.

         25                    MR. SCHONEKAS:
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          1                                   Yes, sir. 

          2                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          3                                   Thank you.

          4                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          5          BY MR. SCHONEKAS:

          6               Q.   Good afternoon, Mr. Skidmore.  My name

          7          is Kyle Schonekas.  I represent Captain

          8          Kuchta.  

          9                    Sir, was this perhaps the most

         10          harrowing experience you've ever had in your

         11          life?

         12               A.   Hopefully the only one.

         13               Q.   Had you ever endured an explosion like

         14          this before?

         15               A.   No, not that I can think of.

         16               Q.   When you reported to the life capsule

         17          and you waited -- were waiting to leave, were

         18          you anxious to go, sir?

         19               A.   I believe everyone was anxious to go,
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         20          but, no, we weren't trying to rush the

         21          process.

         22               Q.   Was there any concern that every moment

         23          you stayed on that rig -- let me ask this:  Do

         24          you recall successive explosions?  Do you

         25          recall that?
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          1               A.   Well, I also recall some other

          2          explosions, but I believe I could have

          3          recognized them for the, the APVs, pressure--

          4          stored vessels, things of that nature that

          5          were well above and aft of where we were at

          6          the time, and maybe some drums, but there was

          7          nothing in our area where the lifeboats are

          8          located.  There was nothing in our area that

          9          would have been -- that made me feel like we

         10          need to get out of here right now.  I was not

         11          uncomfortable in that respect.

         12               Q.   You didn't have any concern that the

         13          longer you stayed on the rig, the more likely

         14          it was that you were going to be injured?

         15               A.   Yes, sir, I did.

         16               Q.   And would you agree that that was

         17          probably a common feeling among everyone there

         18          waiting?

         19               A.   I'm sure it was.  It was probably more
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         20          noticeable in some than it was others.

         21               Q.   And the sense was, We need to get out

         22          of here as quickly as we can with as many

         23          people as we can; is that right, sir?

         24               A.   We need to get out of here as quickly

         25          as we can with everybody.
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          1               Q.   And not endanger the rest of the

          2          people?

          3               A.   That's correct.   

          4                    MR. SCHONEKAS:

          5                                   Thank you, sir. 

          6                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          7                                   Thank you, sir.  Jimmy Harrell.  

          8                    MR. FANNING:

          9                                   Oh, no, thank you. 

         10                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         11                                   Thank you, sir.  Mike Williams.  

         12                    MR. WILLIAMS:

         13                                   No questions, Captain. 

         14                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         15                                   Thank you, sir.  Steven Bertone. 

         16                         MR. LONDON:

         17                                   No thank you, Captain. 

         18                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         19                                   Thank you.  BP. 
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         20                         MS. KARIS:

         21                                   No questions. 

         22                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         23                                   Thank you.  Transocean.     

         24                    MR. KOHNKE:

         25                                   Thank you, sir. 
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          1                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          2                                   Sure.

          3                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          4          BY MR. KOHNKE:

          5               Q.   Good afternoon, Mr. Skidmore.

          6               A.   Good afternoon.

          7               Q.   I'm a Transocean lawyer.

          8               A.   Yes, sir. 

          9               Q.   And for the record, we've never met,

         10          have we?

         11               A.   No, sir, we have not.

         12               Q.   Okay.  I'm happy to do so now.  You had

         13          said something that I wanted to follow-up on. 

         14          You said that when you were heading out on the

         15          16th, or shortly before the 16th that you had

         16          requested and received documents from Brian

         17          Morel.  Do you recall when you said that?

         18               A.   Yes, sir.  I did that.

         19               Q.   Okay.  Did you know Brian Morel before
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         20          making the request to him?

         21               A.   I knew who Brian was.  And actually,

         22          where our office where we sat was here and

         23          Brian was across the hall (indicating), so it

         24          was real convenient.  He was, looked like he

         25          was in there by himself, looked like a good
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          1          time to try to get a little information, you

          2          know.  So Shane stepped across the hall and

          3          asked him to send us a procedure, or what's

          4          going on with the rig right now so we can plan

          5          our timeframe, see where we're at, how much

          6          time we have and --

          7               Q.   And the hall that you're referring to

          8          was where?

          9               A.   Let's see.  I believe that would be

         10          forward, upper, on the lifeboat level and

         11          forward, because the well site leader's office

         12          was across the hall from myself and Brian was

         13          just down from the well site leader's office.

         14               Q.   And Brian is a BP engineer, petroleum

         15          engineer; is that your understanding?

         16               A.   Yes, sir. 

         17               Q.   Okay.  And in addition to Brian Morel,

         18          there were some well site leaders who were out

         19          there that -- whose identity you knew of; is
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         20          that correct? 

         21               A.   That's correct. 

         22               Q.   And did you understand that -- was it

         23          your understanding, at least, that Brian Morel

         24          was the senior BP person out there during this

         25          time that you're referring to?
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          1               A.   No, I didn't.  I didn't, I didn't look

          2          at Brian as being the senior BP personnel out

          3          there.  I just knew Brian was easily

          4          approachable and he's always willing to help.

          5               Q.   Now, do you know when Brian Morel left

          6          the DEEPWATER HORIZON?

          7               A.   No, sir, I don't.

          8               Q.   Okay.  Do you know if he was on the rig

          9          at the time of the explosion?

         10               A.   I do not believe he was.

         11               Q.   Okay.  Now the documents that you said

         12          you requested and received, it was scheduling

         13          documents, is that right, or was there

         14          anything beyond that?

         15               A.   Oh, it was pretty much a Reader's

         16          Digest-type version of a procedure sequence of

         17          events -- we're doing this, we're going to be

         18          doing that.  It had the casing, the casing run

         19          in there, it had the lead impression tool, the
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         20          lockdown sleeve, and then it fell off into

         21          riser cleaning, I believe.

         22               Q.   And did it give you -- did he, Brian

         23          Morel, give you in this document an order in

         24          which to do these various tasks including the

         25          lockdown sleeve?
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          1               A.   Well, this is, this appeared to me to

          2          be the sequence of events, the order that it

          3          would be in.

          4               Q.   Okay.  So did you ever -- well, first

          5          of all, let me ask you.  I know you've

          6          described this as being the "first" lockdown

          7          sleeve that you were personally going to be

          8          responsible for setting, but you added that

          9          you had been around this sort of an operation

         10          before?

         11               A.   Yes.  And I didn't, I didn't want to

         12          mislead anybody by saying, by me saying that

         13          "I'm responsible."  I'm not trying to stand up

         14          and take some kind of credit that's not,

         15          that's not coming to me.  We're just working

         16          as a team out there, and I feel like I'm just

         17          as responsible for what goes on as the man

         18          next to me.

         19               Q.   In the -- and I understand that.  I
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         20          think we all do.  In the order of the sequence

         21          of events that were set forth in that Reader's

         22          Digest-type document, there was something

         23          called "displacement" to take place; is that

         24          correct? 

         25               A.   Yes.  You're referring to displacing
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          1          the riser, and that would have been after the

          2          balance plug; correct?

          3               Q.   Correct.

          4               A.   Okay.

          5               Q.   And after displacement was completed,

          6          at some later -- after that fact, after that

          7          event, then the lockdown sleeve was going to

          8          be set; is that correct? 

          9               A.   That's, that's correct.

         10               Q.   Now have you seen it done differently

         11          on other rigs, and that is, that you set the

         12          lockdown sleeve first?

         13               A.   In the mud, in the drilling mud.  It

         14          would have been just another way of doing the

         15          same thing, is, is when you, when you get your

         16          casing set and you're cemented and

         17          everything's good, go ahead and sweep that

         18          area, circulate and clean that seed area out,

         19          and then come on down and land your lead
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         20          impression tool, recover it, read it, and run

         21          your lockdown sleeve, and then go ahead with

         22          your -- finish whatever is required for the

         23          rest of the well.

         24               Q.   Including displacement?

         25               A.   Yes, sir.
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          1               Q.   Okay.  Now, you indicated something and

          2          I, you know, I have to tell you that I didn't

          3          understand everything you said.  In fact, I

          4          only understood a part of it, so let me come

          5          back to those things that I need to

          6          understand.

          7                    I thought you said that you had, you

          8          were going to establish a certain distance

          9          between the stinger and the plug in order to

         10          have enough weight.  Now, can you explain for

         11          me exactly what you were talking about there?

         12               A.   Yes, sir.  When you have, when you have

         13          your, your running tool like so (indicating),

         14          the stinger that I'm referring to would be the

         15          crossover that Mr. McCarroll and I were

         16          discussing to go under the tool, whether it be

         17          six and three-quarter drill collars or a long

         18          string of heavyweight, if you want a hundred

         19          thousand pounds hanging under your tool, so
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         20          when you come down and land out you don't have

         21          to put anything in the compression from the

         22          top, so you can have the weight hanging from

         23          underneath landed out.   

         24                    And I believe the comment that I made,

         25          that the only concern that I would have had if
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          1          they choose to set the balance plug first is,

          2          I would just like to have enough distance

          3          between where the tool lands out for the

          4          stinger, so I don't tag cement when we come

          5          down and land out.  We just want enough room

          6          under there of open annulus. 

          7               Q.   And the balance plug you're referring

          8          to, that was going to be set at eighty-three

          9          hundred and sixty-seven feet; is that right? 

         10               A.   If I remember correctly.  From eighty-

         11          three to eight thousand, or somewhere in that

         12          area.

         13               Q.   And the purpose for setting the plug at

         14          that depth was to give you the needed weight

         15          to set the lockdown sleeve?

         16               A.   Well, with it being set at that, at

         17          that depth, I wasn't concerned with the

         18          stinger under the tool then, we had room.

         19               Q.   You had enough?
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         20               A.   Yes, sir.

         21               Q.   Now in other wells, have you seen the 

         22          -- and I just call it "cement plug."  Maybe

         23          there's a better name.  You've called it

         24          "balance plug."  But is that plug typically

         25          set at between three and five hundred feet? 
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          1          And in other words, a much shallower depth,

          2          much closer to the surface.

          3               A.   Well, sir, I'm not being rude.  I just

          4          don't have anything to do with the well

          5          planning.  When the well is planned out,

          6          presented and approved, it's handed over and

          7          we do it as instructed.

          8               Q.   Mr. Skidmore, you're not being rude. 

          9          No one thinks you're being rude at all.  But

         10          I'm just trying to understand what your

         11          experience has been.

         12                    Could you tell me, at least in your

         13          past experience -- I'm not asking you to make

         14          judgments about whether you would agree or

         15          disagree, but in your past experience have you

         16          commonly seen that plug, that cement plug to

         17          be set at a much shallower depth?

         18               A.   Yes, I can say I've seen it set at a

         19          more shallow depth, and I've also seen it
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         20          where there's no lockdown sleeve, so.

         21               Q.   All right.  Now, can you run a lockdown

         22          sleeve first before setting that plug?

         23               A.   As far as my concerns and interest

         24          would be, I would say of course I can.

         25               Q.   Okay.  Could it have been run first in
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          1          this instance if the plug had been set at a

          2          shallower depth?

          3               A.   You know, I'm just not going to second

          4          guess on their decision.

          5               Q.   I understand.  You said you reported to

          6          Merrit Kelly.  Was Merrit Kelly an employee of

          7          Swift or BP?

          8               A.   No, sir.  Merrit Kelly is a BP

          9          employee.

         10               Q.   Okay.  And he was on the rig, or was --

         11               A.   No.

         12               Q.   -- he on the bank?

         13               A.   He's the team lead of our complete

         14          group.  I'm a member of the group; Merrit is

         15          the team lead for the Subsea Wells Group. 

         16          Brad Tippetts would have been the team lead

         17          for the HORIZON job, for the lockdown sleeve,

         18          and moving on to the Nile.  And I believe we

         19          would have had a new team lead assigned when
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         20          we got to that job.

         21               Q.   All right.  Now in the course and scope

         22          of your duties out on that rig, do you

         23          normally see, receive the final abandonment

         24          procedures from BP?  Is that something you

         25          get?
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          1               A.   No, sir, I don't, I don't get the full

          2          breakdown procedure.  I'm not saying that I'm

          3          denied access to it, I just haven't received

          4          it.  When I got -- when I come onboard the

          5          rig, if I was to go to the well site leader's

          6          office and request it, I'm sure one would be

          7          provided for me.

          8               Q.   Okay.  Do you know who at BP writes

          9          those procedures, or wrote it at least for

         10          this rig?

         11               A.   I don't know who wrote the drilling

         12          procedure and all for that rig, but it's all

         13          signed off.  Who signed off on it would have

         14          been involved in the --

         15               Q.   What I'm really referring to more than

         16          the drilling, because there is a drill plan,

         17          I'm really referring to the temporary

         18          abandonment procedures.  That is a term that

         19          we've heard -- and I wanted to ask you about
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         20          that -- whether you (a) received it, and (b),

         21          if you know who wrote it?

         22               A.   No, sir, I do not know.

         23               Q.   Okay.  Okay.  Now there's a difference

         24          between an outer lock ring and a lockdown

         25          sleeve, as I appreciate it.  Do you appreciate

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (504 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:21 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      253

          1          there is a difference between those two

          2          things?

          3               A.   Between the outer lock ring and the

          4          lockdown sleeve?

          5               Q.   Yes, sir.

          6               A.   Yes.

          7               Q.   Can you describe for me what those

          8          differences are, what does one do, what does

          9          the other do?

         10               A.   Well, the lockdown sleeve -- now I'm

         11          referring to the actuator ring on the top of

         12          the lockdown sleeve.  Are you referring to the

         13          locking assembly for the casing hanger?

         14               Q.   You lost me.  Let's go --

         15               A.   I believe we're --

         16               Q.   Well, let's go --

         17               A.   We're on the same trail, then.

         18               Q.   -- with what you're referring to.  I'm

         19          going to go with what you're referring to.
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         20               A.   Okay.  Now, what I, what I was

         21          referring to was the lockdown sleeve when it's

         22          landed, it has a locking mechanism at the top. 

         23          And this actuator ring actually assists in

         24          protruding into that profile of the upper part

         25          of the wellhead housing, and that's the sole
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          1          purpose for running the lead impression tool

          2          to let you know just how you're meshing up.

          3               Q.   And were either of these two things run

          4          before this well was displaced?

          5               A.   No.  We had not gotten to that point

          6          yet.

          7               Q.   Did that cause you any concerns, with

          8          displacing the well before either one of these

          9          two safety factors were put into play?

         10               A.   Not concern.  Not safety, not concerns

         11          as far as safety.  It might have, it might

         12          have aggravated me a little bit, because we

         13          weren't going to do it with the mud and we

         14          knew we had everything cleaned and swept out,

         15          but it was not a safety concern.  It was just

         16          the possibility of maybe having to make an

         17          additional trip, to go in and jet and wash.  

         18               Q.   And that, that additional trip that

         19          you're referring to takes time.  How much time
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         20          would you say that takes?

         21               A.   Well, probably -- let's see.  

         22               Q.   At these steps.

         23               A.   Oh, it wouldn't be a good guess for me.

         24               Q.   Okay.

         25               A.   It wouldn't, it wouldn't be a good

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (508 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:21 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      255

          1          guess for me.  That's --

          2               Q.   Would you, would you -- you've heard

          3          the expression "time is money," I assume,

          4          you've heard that before?

          5               A.   We all have.

          6               Q.   And that is particularly true on a rig

          7          where BP's paying close to a million dollars a

          8          day; isn't that right?

          9               A.   Yes, sir. 

         10               Q.   And so additional time to make an

         11          additional trip is a factor to consider, do we

         12          want to expend the time or not; that's one of

         13          those factors that businessmen look at when

         14          they make business decisions?

         15               A.   And that's all that was in my mind,

         16          because if we have a bad reading, then I would

         17          have to stand up and fight that battle, or my

         18          group would, you know, to have an additional

         19          trip ran.
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         20               Q.   You mentioned CBLs and you indicated in

         21          response to someone's questions you were

         22          familiar with what that was.  And I'm not

         23          going to get into the details, but running a

         24          CBL takes hours, does it not?

         25               A.   Well, the cement bond log, it would be
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          1          all wireline, and it would -- you know, you

          2          would have to rig everything up, everything

          3          would have to be rigged up and ran, and then

          4          after it's ran, it would -- you would need

          5          someone qualified to interpret.

          6               Q.   Would that take most of half a day, in

          7          your experience?

          8               A.   Well, I'm not familiar with the crews

          9          on the HORIZON on how efficient, you know,

         10          everybody is in it, but, yes, it would take

         11          more than one or two hours.

         12               Q.   And waiting on centralizers if they're

         13          going to be run into a string, centralizers is

         14          another thing to rig up, is that not correct,

         15          when you've seen them used?

         16               A.   Well, centralizers would, you know, the

         17          purpose on them would be to give a sufficient

         18          standoff to have a good cement job to come up

         19          around the outside of the casing.
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         20               Q.   Does it take time to run the

         21          centralizers into the string?  I may be using

         22          the wrong terms, but to essentially install

         23          them?

         24               A.   Well, anything you add to a job would

         25          add time.  The amount of time, I couldn't tell
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          1          you.   

          2                    MR. KOHNKE:

          3                                   Mr. Skidmore, thank you very much. 

          4                         THE WITNESS: 

          5                                   Yes, sir. 

          6                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          7                                   Thank you, sir.  Anadarko/MOEX? 

          8                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          9          BY MS. KIRBY:

         10               Q.   Mr. Skidmore, my name is Ky Kirby, and

         11          I represent Anadarko and MOEX Offshore.

         12                    I hear you say that you have not been

         13          responsible or the lead in setting lockdown

         14          sleeves, but you've seen many of them done;

         15          right?

         16               A.   I've been around, I've been around the

         17          work areas.

         18               Q.   All right.  How many have you been

         19          around for?
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         20               A.   Well, I couldn't tell you.  It's --

         21               Q.   Rough guess?

         22               A.   No, ma'am.  I'm not going to guess with

         23          it, because I haven't been responsible as it

         24          being my job to see that this is done until

         25          this time right here, where I only had one
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          1          thing to do when I went out there with them.

          2               Q.   I understand.  Have you been around to

          3          see others take responsibility for more than

          4          ten?

          5               A.   I've been, I've been around job

          6          operations where this was being done, but I

          7          would not be directly involved in it.

          8               Q.   Okay.  So you've been around?

          9               A.   Yes, ma'am.

         10               Q.   Others have been responsible, right?

         11               A.   Uh-huh (affirmative response).

         12               Q.   So how many times do you think you've

         13          been around for that when it was somebody

         14          else's job?

         15               A.   Well, you want me to just grab a number

         16          out of my hat and pull it out --

         17               Q.   Well, I don't want you to make up a

         18          number.  More than five?

         19               A.   I would say probably, probably more
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         20          than five, yes.

         21               Q.   All right.

         22               A.   Because how long have we had lockdown

         23          sleeves in this industry?  And I've been in

         24          this industry since 1977.  So I have been

         25          exposed to it, but I've never been having that
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          1          one purpose there to do.

          2               Q.   I understand.  

          3               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

          4               Q.   Now you've seen them done in -- you've

          5          seen them lockdown sleeves set in mud, you

          6          said; correct?

          7               A.   I'm using the term "mud," where I

          8          should -- probably should have used drilling

          9          fluids.

         10               Q.   Drilling fluids.

         11               A.   The existing drilling fluids that's in

         12          the well at the time.

         13               Q.   And of those that you have been around

         14          for but not -- it wasn't your job --

         15               A.   Okay.

         16               Q.   -- what percentage of them do you think

         17          were -- do you understand were set down in

         18          drilling fluid?

         19               A.   Well, I -- all right, here's you a
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         20          number.  This is the first time where I had

         21          any thoughts over changing displacing out. 

         22          And maybe what you're asking is, why would I

         23          prefer it to have been in the drilling fluids

         24          rather than displacing out.

         25               Q.   Is it the case -- before we go there,
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          1          because that will be my next question.

          2               A.   Okay.

          3               Q.   Before we go there, is it the case that

          4          all the other times you observed others doing

          5          it, they were doing it in drilling fluid?

          6               A.   Well, it's just, the only way I've ever

          7          been exposed to it.  It's just finishing up as

          8          it is, and then you're displacing every --

          9          once you get everything displaced out, that's

         10          when you unlatch, pull your BOP, clean your

         11          riser and move on.

         12               Q.   Okay.  So all the others that you've

         13          observed were all in drilling fluid and this

         14          time around you got a procedure.  Was it from

         15          Brian Morel?

         16               A.   The one that I was reading through was

         17          the one I got from Brian, yes.

         18               Q.   All right.  And did that procedure tell

         19          you that there was going to be a displacement
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         20          with seawater down to roughly, something over

         21          eighty-three hundred feet?

         22               A.   Or under, under eight -- around eight

         23          thousand feet, wasn't it?

         24               Q.   Well, my documents say --

         25               A.   Well, maybe it was.
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          1               Q.   -- eighty-three ninety-seven.

          2               A.   I don't have them.  You know, I don't

          3          have any documents, and I haven't had any

          4          since I was on the rig, so I'm going off of

          5          memory here with you.

          6               Q.   Sure.  But it was somewhere around

          7          eighty-three hundred, right?

          8               A.   Yes, yes.

          9               Q.   A lot deeper than you've probably seen

         10          before, right?

         11               A.   Yeah.

         12               Q.   All right.  And also, this is the first

         13          time that you've seen a procedure that calls

         14          for displacement before setting down the

         15          lockdown sleeve, right?

         16               A.   It stood out with me, but I have a

         17          little more interest in this one than I have

         18          before, and my concerns is, I don't want any

         19          to, anything to -- that might be, that could
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         20          possibly cause some sort of a problem with the

         21          setting of a lockdown sleeve.

         22               Q.   And what was it --

         23               A.   And I thought --

         24               Q.   -- what was it that you were thinking

         25          of was going or possibly could cause the
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          1          problem?

          2               A.   Well, one of the main purposes for

          3          drilling fluid is to carry solids, sediment,

          4          cuttings, whatever's in that column out, and

          5          it had been cleaned.  And when you displace

          6          out with seawater, you lose that viscosity. 

          7          So as the riser gets rattled and shook, you

          8          can have flakes and different debris fall

          9          down, and in so doing, it would be landing

         10          possibly in that landing profile of where the

         11          lead impression tool would land.  And if that

         12          was the case, it would give you a bad reading

         13          on the lead impression tool.  If you have some

         14          rust settlement in this profile, it's going to

         15          cause you to have an impression of latching

         16          higher.

         17                    And if you do that -- and they call

         18          this a good reading, 'cause underneath the

         19          lead impression tool you have some indicators
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         20          that show whether you're down all the way or

         21          not.  Well, if you're landing on something

         22          that would dent those indicators, that would

         23          give you a false high reading up there, but

         24          you would still look like you landed out all

         25          the way.  And in doing that, that would cause
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          1          you to adjust the lockdown sleeve, to where it

          2          would lock in the proper distance that the

          3          lead impression tool told you it needed to be

          4          in.

          5               Q.   I see.  Now the purpose of the lockdown

          6          sleeve is to hold the casing in place, right?

          7               A.   Uh-huh (affirmative response).

          8               Q.   And the casing can essentially stretch

          9          under high temperatures, right?  Is that true?

         10               A.   Evidently it would, it would help hold

         11          it in place if anything was to, it would be

         12          like another barrier, another thing to help

         13          hold it down.

         14               Q.   So if there was a strong buoyant force

         15          caused by the displacement, then you could see

         16          the casing rise as a result of that, correct?

         17               A.   Well, I'm not an engineer, you know. 

         18               Q.   But did you -- I'm sorry.

         19               A.   But anything that's buoyant will lift.
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         20               Q.   Did you have any concerns about that

         21          possibly occurring?

         22               A.   You know, we've seen so many casing

         23          jobs over the years, when you get to that

         24          point, everybody goes to the mind set that

         25          we're through, this job is done.
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          1               Q.   Well, what do you mean by that, we're

          2          so close, that let's just get it over with,

          3          or --

          4               A.   No, ma'am.  What I mean by that is,

          5          when you run that last string of casing, and

          6          you've got it cemented, it's landed out, and a

          7          test was done on it, then you say, "This job,

          8          we're at the end of it, everything's going to

          9          be okay." 

         10                    Now I'm telling you this not from a

         11          supervisor, not from the well site leader's

         12          office, but from the working men, that are out

         13          there -- we finished this well, you're

         14          thinking ahead to your next job, you're moving

         15          on.

         16               Q.   I see.  So what you're telling me is

         17          that once you get that last bit of casing

         18          down, you think, "Eureka, I'm on the

         19          homestretch"; right?

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (527 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:21 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20               A.   You are.

         21               Q.   "And I don't really have anything to

         22          worry about anymore, because I'm pretty much

         23          there"?

         24               A.   No, I didn't say you didn't have

         25          anything to worry about.  That would be,
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          1          that's a good supervisor right there, that

          2          wouldn't let his, let his guns down.

          3               Q.   Okay.  Now, did you, or did you hear

          4          anyone else express concern about the

          5          potential of buoyant forces pushing up the

          6          casing during the displacement because there

          7          was no lockdown sleeve?

          8               A.   No, I was not privy to any of that.

          9               Q.   Did you --

         10               A.   I did not hear any discussion in that

         11          respect.

         12               Q.   Did you have any concerns?

         13               A.   No, I did not.

         14               Q.   All right.  Do you have an

         15          understanding of why a procedure that called

         16          for displacement first and locking down after

         17          that was created?

         18               A.   I didn't see a procedure in that way. 

         19          The procedure that I was looking at when I
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         20          arrived to the rig was the one that I got from

         21          Brian, and I believe it was the sequence that

         22          we were in.

         23               Q.   And the sequence you were in was

         24          displacement -- There had been cementing,

         25          correct?
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          1               A.   After the flow.  After the balance

          2          plug, start displacing out, at that point.

          3               Q.   And then you were going to do the

          4          lockdown sleeve?

          5               A.   And then we would do the lead

          6          impression tool and then the lockdown sleeve.

          7               Q.   And did you have any discussions with

          8          anyone about why that sequence of events was

          9          chosen?

         10               A.   I asked, "Why couldn't we go ahead and

         11          do this in mud," and I can't even, I can't

         12          tell you who I was having the discussion with,

         13          but it wasn't going to happen, we were going

         14          to go through in the sequence that we were

         15          given.

         16               Q.   So whoever you were talking to just

         17          said, This is the way it's going to be done,

         18          period?

         19               A.   Pretty much.
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         20               Q.   Did they say to you, "Well, why are you

         21          asking us that, Ross, what difference does it

         22          make"?

         23               A.   No, I haven't, I haven't been

         24          challenged on some of the questions that I

         25          might come up with, but I am selective on some
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          1          of the questions.  I might give a little more

          2          study before I ask them.

          3               Q.   Who's the person, who was the person on

          4          the DEEPWATER HORIZON that you were most

          5          likely to bring that question to?  Was it

          6          Brian?

          7               A.   Well, I -- Brian was approachable.  We

          8          discussed things; we would talk.  You don't

          9          want to just -- when the well site leaders are

         10          having discussion, handovers or with their

         11          logistics, you don't want to just interrupt in

         12          another man's chain of thought, so you'll go

         13          to the next one.

         14               Q.   So was it likely Brian?

         15               A.   It was likely Brian that I would have

         16          been having this discussion with.

         17               Q.   You said Brian was pretty approachable

         18          and seemed to always want to be helpful,

         19          right?
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         20               A.   I found him that way, as little as I

         21          know him, but that's the way my impression of

         22          him is.

         23               Q.   Did you find Mr. Kaluza the same way?

         24               A.   Who?

         25               Q.   Mr. Kaluza.
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          1               A.   Bob, right?

          2               Q.   Right.

          3               A.   Yeah, I found Bob and Don Vidrine both

          4          to be approachable and you could discuss

          5          things, but finding the time because they were

          6          pretty busy through this part of it, with the

          7          cement job and the casing and the boats coming

          8          and going, they were pretty, pretty busy men

          9          all through that time of the well, so that's

         10          why I did more of my discussions with Brian

         11          there, just offline.

         12               Q.   You didn't want to interrupt them?

         13               A.   Pretty much.

         14               Q.   Did you attend the pretour meeting

         15          around 11:30, 12:00, where the day's tasks

         16          were going to be discussed?

         17               A.   I don't recall.

         18               Q.   We're heard tell of perhaps some little

         19          argument or disagreement, if you will, between
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         20          the company man and the OIM that appeared

         21          perhaps to do with the negative test

         22          procedure.  Do you recall anything like that?

         23               A.   No, I don't recall any, any argument

         24          going on between the OIM and the company man

         25          out there.
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          1               Q.   Do you recall hearing --

          2               A.   If they had one, it wasn't in the

          3          hallway where I would have been able to hear

          4          anything.

          5               Q.   Do you recall any, any time when the

          6          company man said, "Well, my way is the way

          7          it's going to be done"?

          8               A.   No, I have not.

          9               Q.   Okay.  Since you apparently were asking

         10          why wasn't the lockdown sleeve going to be set

         11          in mud, it's fair to say that you could have

         12          gotten enough weight per your requirements if

         13          you had set it down in mud, correct?

         14               A.   No.  The weight that I was referring to

         15          was the string that we run underneath the

         16          tool.  The only, the only concern that I had,

         17          drilling fluid versus seawater, was the

         18          viscosity in keeping the landing profile

         19          clean.  That was the only concern I had. 
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         20          There was nothing related to the well or the

         21          safety end of it at all.

         22               Q.   All right.  Have you had occasion,

         23          given that you've been on many jobs I know, to

         24          observe negative testing before?

         25               A.   No, ma'am. 
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          1               Q.   Did you see this negative testing?

          2               A.   No, ma'am, I didn't witness it.

          3               Q.   All right.  So the procedure that Mr.

          4          Morel gave you -- and I'm sorry if I'm making

          5          you repeat yourself -- it was a Reader's

          6          Digest version of procedures; is that the way

          7          I heard it described by you or Mr. Kohnke?

          8               A.   That was a comment I made.

          9               Q.   Okay.  Was it multiple pages?

         10               A.   Yes, it was several pages, but it

         11          covered a large area.

         12               Q.   So was it for the test on the rig for

         13          that day, or was it just for the lockdown

         14          sleeve procedures?

         15               A.   If I'm remembering correctly, it was,

         16          it took in the, the whole casing job all the

         17          way through the riser cleaning.

         18               Q.   All right.

         19               A.    And based on what you read, did you
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         20          see any deviation from what occurred in what

         21          occurred during that day?

         22               A.   Well, when it comes to the drilling end

         23          of it, that's not my line, that's not my

         24          reason for being there.  I'm an old subsea

         25          hand, that's my expertise, and the well
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          1          preparation, the sequence of events, those are

          2          not my decisions to make.  I might be able to

          3          -- I could have discussion concerning it, but

          4          I don't make any decisions in that.

          5               Q.   I understand.  I was just wondering if

          6          in the Reader's Digest version of what you

          7          were given about what the procedures would be

          8          and the sequence in which they would occur

          9          would be if you noticed throughout the day

         10          that things weren't exactly going as had been

         11          set forth in that document?

         12               A.   Oh, no, I didn't see any flags raised

         13          or any, any -- I didn't notice any, any stress

         14          between the drill crews and the BP side. 

         15          Everything seemed to be moving, and I didn't

         16          hear any verbal challenges at any point during

         17          that, but I was not in the drilling office

         18          either.

         19               Q.   Did you hear during the day at any
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         20          point -- and I'm not talking about arguments

         21          between BP and Transocean personnel, I'm

         22          really just talking about people expressing

         23          concern about, for instance, readings that

         24          they're seeing, you know, and they could be

         25          doing it jointly, did you see anything like
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          1          that, any hubbub going on?

          2               A.   I wasn't involved in it.  If there was

          3          any, I wasn't involved, and it must not have

          4          been going on active enough to even catch my

          5          attention, not from where I was sitting.

          6               Q.   You were asked if you had interactions

          7          with any Schlumberger folks while on the rig?

          8               A.   I was asked that.

          9               Q.   Now, you did know they were on there,

         10          right?

         11               A.   I hadn't, had not paid them any

         12          attention, because they usually are on there,

         13          so.

         14               Q.   Do you know them personally?  Do you --

         15               A.   No.

         16               Q.   -- know any -- okay.

         17               A.   I haven't, I didn't know any of the

         18          personnel on there.  I'd never set foot on

         19          that rig until that 16th, so probably 99
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         20          percent of the people out there I was meeting

         21          for the first time.

         22               Q.   Since the incident, have you had

         23          anybody share with you what they understood

         24          occurred and caused the incident?

         25               A.   Ask me that again.
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          1               Q.   Since the incident, has anyone shared

          2          with you what they believed was the cause of

          3          the incident?

          4               A.   No.  And I wouldn't have anything to

          5          share in respect to that either, because any

          6          time you make an accusation, you're accusing

          7          someone and it puts a lot of personal blame

          8          and burden on that person's shoulders until

          9          the investigation's complete.  

         10                    MS. KIRBY:

         11                                   All right.  I have no further

         12                    questions.  Thank you, Mr. Skidmore. 

         13                         THE WITNESS: 

         14                                   Yes, ma'am.  

         15                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         16                                   Thank you, ma'am.  Cameron. 

         17                              MR. JONES:

         18                                   No questions. 

         19                    CAPT. NGUYEN:
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         20                                   Thank you.  Halliburton. 

         21                         MR. GODWIN:

         22                                   Thank you, Captain. 

         23                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         24                                   Sure.

         25                              E X A M I N A T I O N
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          1          BY MR. GODWIN:

          2               Q.   Good afternoon, Mr. Skidmore.

          3               A.   Good afternoon.

          4               Q.   How are you, sir?

          5               A.   Fine.

          6               Q.   My name is Don Godwin, and I represent

          7          Halliburton.  We have not spoken before, have

          8          we, sir?

          9               A.   No, sir, we have not.

         10               Q.   Thank you.  A little while ago you said

         11          that you thought you had borrowed a tool or

         12          some tools while there on the DEEPWATER

         13          HORIZON.  Do you recall that, sir?

         14               A.   I said that I had borrowed some tools?

         15               Q.   Yes, sir.

         16               A.   Oh, no.  The crossovers you're

         17          referring to.

         18               Q.   Okay.

         19               A.   Crossovers with, with Dril-Quip.
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         20               Q.   Okay.  I wrote down where you said that

         21          you thought you might have borrowed those

         22          tools, or the tool from Halliburton or another

         23          company.  My question is:  Were you guessing

         24          when you said you thought you might have

         25          borrowed them from Halliburton?
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          1               A.   No.  We definitely salvaged a

          2          crossover.  I couldn't tell you exactly if it

          3          came from Halliburton or if it came from

          4          another basket out there, because Charles, the

          5          Dril-Quip hand, was orchestrating it and he

          6          was having discussions with the people. 

          7               Q.   Okay.

          8               A.   So it was a known that it had been

          9          borrowed.

         10               Q.   Right.  And what I'm asking you,

         11          though, sir, is, when you say possibly

         12          Halliburton, you're guessing that they're

         13          Halliburton tools?

         14               A.   Yes, that would have been a guess,

         15          because it was gray basket, gray tools that

         16          came out.   

         17                    MR. GODWIN:

         18                                   Thank you very much. 

         19                         THE WITNESS: 
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         20                                   Yes, sir.  I see what you were

         21                    asking.  

         22                    MR. GODWIN:

         23                                   Thank you.  

         24                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         25                                   Thank you, sir.     
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          1                    MR. KOHNKE:

          2                                   Captain, one follow-up. 

          3                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          4                                   Well, let me check my list. 

          5                    Please.  

          6                    MR. KOHNKE:

          7                                   Thank you.

          8                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          9          BY MR. KOHNKE:

         10               Q.   Mr. Skidmore, did you ever mention to

         11          someone on the back deck of the BANKSTON, the

         12          boat that evacuated you, that at some time

         13          prior to the blowout, that you had sent an e-

         14          mail to the BP office asking for a snake bite

         15          kit?  You were overheard saying that.  And I

         16          want to ask you about that, what that means.

         17               A.   Well, I hate it, but I did.  

         18               Q.   Well, I apologize to have to ask you,

         19          but I knew you had and I wanted to get your
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         20          explanation.

         21               A.   Yes.  And I'm afraid just, just my

         22          personality might be causing some conflict

         23          with some of it.  But this was, this would

         24          just be in reference to just oh sorry luck you

         25          might be having at the time.
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          1               Q.   I understand.

          2               A.   There was nothing that I would have

          3          been referring to that, that I am seeing

          4          that's wrong, because if I would have seen

          5          something and recognized it as being unsafe or

          6          a threat, I would have taken it all the way to

          7          town.

          8               Q.   So -- I understand your explanation,

          9          but just to be clear for my understanding. 

         10          You did not actually send an e-mail saying

         11          that, this is something you felt and spoke

         12          about on the boat?

         13               A.   Yeah.  This is, this is just, just more

         14          two men talking back there, that it never

         15          should have gone any farther than that.

         16               Q.   I understand.

         17               A.   But I cannot, to tell you the truth, I

         18          cannot remember just, just at what time I

         19          might have said that, you know, to someone or
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         20          what, what we were thinking at the time,

         21          because I know that it's, it's probably hard

         22          to, hard to believe or understand, but myself

         23          and my team, our group, we found it, we found

         24          it better to be more talkative instead of

         25          finding yourself drifting away to a corner to
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          1          sit over there and look at your feet.  After

          2          an experience like that, it's just, keep

          3          everybody up, everybody keep talking, 'cause

          4          we were isolated, we couldn't call up the

          5          house or have any communications for a twenty-

          6          four period and, so we were talking.        

          7                    MR. KOHNKE:

          8                                   I understand.  Thank you again. 

          9                         THE WITNESS: 

         10                                   Yes, sir. 

         11                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         12                                   Thank you, sir.  

         13                                   Mr. Skidmore, thank you for your

         14                    testimony today.  Are there any

         15                    question that we didn't ask you, or any

         16                    information that you would like to

         17                    provide to us? 

         18                         THE WITNESS: 

         19                                   No, sir, I don't have any more
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         20                    information.  I just hope I was able to

         21                    help with some of this. 

         22                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         23                                   Yes, sir.  Thank you.  If we need

         24                    for you to come back in the future,

         25                    will you make yourself available? 
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          1                         THE WITNESS: 

          2                                   I believe I would need to wouldn't

          3                    I. 

          4                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          5                                   Thank you, sir.  You're dismissed.  

          6                                   We'll take a break. Thank you.

          7          (Whereupon, a break was taken off the record.)

          8                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          9                                   The Board will now call on Mr. Lee

         10                    Lambert.

         11                              *   *   *   *   *    *

         12                                    CONWARD LEE LAMBERT,

         13          after being first duly sworn in the cause,

         14          testified as follows: 

         15                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         16                                   Thank you, sir.  Please be seated.  

         17                    MR. DYKES:

         18                                   And for the record, Mr. Lambert,

         19                    who are you represented by today?  
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         20                    MR. CASTAINING:

         21                                   Officers and members of the Board,

         22                    I am Eddie Castaing, and I represent

         23                    Mr. Lambert.  

         24                    MR. DYKES:

         25                                   Thank you.
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          1                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          2          BY MR. MATHEWS:

          3               Q.   Mr. Lambert, for the record, could you

          4          please state your full name and spell your

          5          last.

          6               A.   Conward Lee Lambert, L-A-M-B-E-R-T.

          7               Q.   Thank you.  And by whom are you

          8          employed, sir?

          9               A.   BP.

         10               Q.   And what position do you currently hold

         11          with them?

         12               A.   Well Site Leader of the Future,

         13          Deepwater.

         14               Q.   How long have you held that position?

         15               A.   Seven months.

         16               Q.   Prior to holding that -- this position,

         17          what was your previous positions within BP?

         18               A.   Well Site Leader on Land.

         19               Q.   And where were you a Well Site Leader
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         20          on Land, sir?

         21               A.   Algeria.

         22               Q.   Have you had any other previous

         23          experience outside of Algeria?

         24               A.   I went through the Well Site Leader of

         25          the Future Program for Lands in Oklahoma.
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          1               Q.   Your full career has been with BP?

          2               A.   No.  Prior to that I worked for Baker

          3          Hughes Inteq as an MWDLWD engineer.

          4               Q.   Can you briefly describe your

          5          responsibilities at the DEEPWATER HORIZON as a

          6          well site leader trainee?  What was the

          7          correct term, Future?

          8               A.   Well Site Leader of the Future,

          9          Deepwater.

         10               Q.   Okay.

         11               A.   It's a training position.  My

         12          responsibilities, or my duties are to observe

         13          operations and ask questions for clarity.

         14               Q.   And who were you mostly under at the

         15          DEEPWATER HORIZON?

         16               A.   Whichever well site leaders happen to

         17          be there at the time.

         18               Q.   Did you have a specific tour that you

         19          took, or did you go under Mr. Kaluza or Mr.
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         20          Vidrine?

         21               A.   I would work a tour unless operations

         22          dictated that I needed to be up to see a

         23          specific operation.  It was more to observe

         24          the function, not to work, not to shadow a

         25          well site leader but to observe the
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          1          operations.

          2               Q.   And you mentioned you went to special

          3          training for this position.  Can you please

          4          describe what you did at the well site leader

          5          training on land?

          6               A.   On land?

          7               Q.   Yes, sir.

          8               A.   It's various classes and on-the-job

          9          training, and you have to go through a series

         10          of gates or assessments to assure that you can

         11          breakout and work as a well site leader.

         12               Q.   And how long was that for?

         13               A.   I was in that program for -- it's a

         14          year-long program.

         15               Q.   Can you give me the, just from the day

         16          of April 20th when you woke up until the

         17          incident, give me an overview of what you saw,

         18          what you witnessed, and up to your departure?

         19               A.   I started my tour mid-morning.  I'm not
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         20          sure of the exact time.  I would say between

         21          nine and ten.  Did some administrative work in

         22          the office.  I witnessed the tail end of the

         23          positive pressure test and the rig-up and

         24          beginning of the negative test.

         25               Q.   Okay.  And can you please go after the

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (564 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:21 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      283

          1          negative test what happened up to your

          2          departure from the DEEPWATER HORIZON, up to

          3          the departure?

          4               A.   Halfway through the negative test I

          5          went down to knock-off and take care of some

          6          more paperwork and then went to my quarters to

          7          go to sleep, heard a blast and the alarms,

          8          went to my muster station.  We loaded the

          9          boats, lowered the boats, and got on the

         10          BANKSTON.

         11               Q.   Okay.  Do you read the morning reports

         12          prior to starting your tower?

         13               A.   It depends.  Intermittently, yes.

         14               Q.   I'm going to go through a list of

         15          anomalies.  I provided it for you, but it's

         16          also up there on that board, it's kind of

         17          small font, and if you can give me any type of

         18          confirmation that you had witnessed or read

         19          about this in the morning or IABC reports,
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         20          starting with on April 19th at 1330 hours? 

         21          "Did it -- it says, "Had the pressure up on

         22          the cement shoe valves nine times to convert

         23          from the filling line casing to act as a check

         24          valve, per the BP morning report."

         25               A.   I'm not aware of that.
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          1               Q.   Okay.  On April 19th at 5:30 to 1930,

          2          it says:  "Low pump pressures.  Return flow

          3          after float shear out appeared to be high."

          4               A.   I'm not aware of that.

          5               Q.   On April 20th, beginning at 0300 hours

          6          to 0400 hours:  "Running string for the 9-

          7          7/8ths by 7-inch string casing pulled wet

          8          after the seal assembly test was completed. 

          9          Running string pulled three strands wet and

         10          they -- so they slugged the wellbore with 30

         11          barrels and a 16.3 pound per gallon pill." 

         12               A.   I don't specifically recall that.

         13               Q.   Okay.  Do you recall on April 20th at

         14          1200 hours a "15 barrel gain in a trip tank

         15          after the casing test pressure was released,

         16          this seemed a little large for pressure bleed

         17          back for fluid compression and would expect

         18          only a 5 barrel gain"?

         19               A.   Not aware.      
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         20                    MR. KOHNKE:

         21                                   Excuse me.  Mr. Mathews?   

         22                    MR. MATHEWS:

         23                                   Yes.    

         24                    MR. KOHNKE:

         25                                   I had asked you before where this

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (568 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:21 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      285

          1                    document came from and you mentioned

          2                    that you put it together from various

          3                    sources.  

          4                    MR. MATHEWS:

          5                                   Yes, sir.    

          6                    MR. KOHNKE:

          7                                   Is it possible for you to identify

          8                    the source of any one of these given

          9                    entries so that we can follow?

         10                    MR. MATHEWS:

         11                                   We can -- I can give you sources of

         12                    where it came from --    

         13                    MR. KOHNKE:

         14                                   As you -- I mean, as you go along?  

         15                    MR. MATHEWS:

         16                                   As we go?   Reference-wise I can

         17                    give you where we pulled it all from. 

         18                    I don't know exactly which one came

         19                    from which location at what time, but
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         20                    I'll do my best.    

         21                    MR. KOHNKE:

         22                                   Okay.  Thank you.     

         23          BY MR. MATHEWS:

         24               Q.   "Hard to track fluid volumes in

         25          wellbore when you're pumping mud to boat from
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          1          the pits and also pumping seawater into --

          2          saltwater into the hole from the sea chest"?

          3               A.   I'm not aware of how they were rigged

          4          up.  

          5               Q.   That was from BP Investigation Report.  

          6                    "High U-tube pressure on DP of 2324

          7          psi.  Calculated U-tube should have been

          8          1628"?

          9               A.   Not aware of what the calculated should

         10          have been.

         11               Q.   Okay.  And that was also, I think, from

         12          Mr. Donald Vidrine's or Mr. Kaluza's testimony

         13          to BP.     

         14                    MR. KOHNKE:

         15                                   Thank you.   

         16                    MR. MATHEWS:

         17                                   And also confirmed on rig data

         18                    supplied to the Board.    

         19                    MR. KOHNKE:
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         20                                   By BP?   

         21                    MR. MATHEWS:

         22                                   Yes, sir.  And it was also made

         23                    available in the last data dump to you

         24                    all.     

         25                    MR. KOHNKE:
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          1                                   I just haven't gone through the

          2                    dump.      

          3          BY MR. MATHEWS:

          4               Q.   All right.  "Flow out -- at 1400 hours

          5          on April 20, flow out exceeds flow in,

          6          indicating the well is possibly flowing per

          7          the electronic data."   

          8                    And that's the electronic data that we

          9          received from BP. 

         10               A.   I was only aware of that after the fact

         11          during a later investigation.

         12               Q.   And who was that with, sir?

         13               A.   The Bly Investigation.

         14               Q.   Who?

         15               A.   The Bly Investigation.

         16               Q.   I'm not familiar with the Bly

         17          Investigation.

         18               A.   It was a BP investigation of the

         19          incident.
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         20               Q.   Okay.  "High bleed back volume" -- at

         21          16 -- at 454 -- "suspect annular preventer is

         22          leaking at this point."  And this came from

         23          Mr. Harrell's testimony made before the Board

         24          in the first -- second hearing.   -- "leaking

         25          at this point.  Discovery wells data show mud
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          1          being transferred into the trip tank from the

          2          mud pits and 50 barrels of mud coming out of

          3          the trip tank.  Both Kaluza and Lambert's

          4          statements confirm the rise was topped at this

          5          time."  And that came from BP's internal

          6          investigation.  "Lambert's statement" -- Mr.

          7          Lambert, that's before, to BP -- "indicated

          8          that the annular was leaking.  The trainee,

          9          the well site leader, Mr. Lambert, was on the

         10          floor.  The first time while temporarily

         11          underbalance when bled 251 on the drill pipe. 

         12          First time well temporarily underbalance when

         13          bled to 251 on the drill pipe."

         14               A.   I was on the floor and aware that there

         15          was discussions of the annular leaking and

         16          that the subsea engineer bumped up the

         17          pressure on the annular.

         18               Q.   That subsea engineer was Mr.

         19          Christopher Pleasant, or you're not familiar
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         20          with him?

         21               A.   I don't recall.

         22               Q.   And what was the discussion about on

         23          that annular, sir?

         24               A.   That it was leaking.  So, you would

         25          have had heavier mud leaking into the
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          1          wellbore.

          2               Q.   Okay.  And then the next one was from

          3          April 20th, 1658, "Pressure building up on

          4          drill pipe," which was received from the rig

          5          data?

          6               A.   Is this with regard to the negative

          7          test?

          8               Q.   Yes, sir.

          9               A.   Yes, I'm aware of that.

         10               Q.   And then it was saying, "Perform first

         11          negative test down the workstring, and had

         12          1250 psi on the workstring.  Some employees

         13          recalled the disagreement" -- and this is

         14          coming from testimony, from Mr. Harrell. 

         15          "Some people recalled a disagreement between

         16          Transocean and BP on the rig floor about the

         17          negative test and the pressure from the

         18          workstring"?

         19               A.   Yes, I'm aware of that.
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         20               Q.   Who was having the disagreement?

         21               A.   I wouldn't characterize it as a

         22          "disagreement," more, from my perspective, it

         23          was a discussion of where the pressure was

         24          coming from.  To the best of my recollection,

         25          the people present at -- what time was this
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          1          again?  I'm sorry.

          2               Q.   5:05, sir.

          3               A.   -- would have been Bob Kaluza, the

          4          toolpusher, at that time would have been Wyman

          5          Wheeler, a driller, assistant driller, and

          6          that's all I can recall.

          7               Q.   Okay.  And then on April 20th, shortly

          8          thereafter, at 5:27 p.m., "an additional 15

          9          barrels of fluid bled from the drill pipe"?

         10               A.   I recall bleeding some back.

         11               Q.   Was there any type of indication where

         12          that was coming from, or why that was

         13          occurring?

         14               A.   I'm not aware of where it was coming

         15          from.

         16               Q.   At 5:52 on April 20th, it began: 

         17          "Fluid bled from kill line and continues to

         18          flow.  Opened the kill line to the Halliburton

         19          cement unit, had 700 psi and bled to 3 to 15
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         20          barrels.  Flow did not stop and spurting could

         21          be indication of killing -- kill line

         22          plugging.  Flow shut in at cement unit at

         23          approximately 1759."  That was indicated in

         24          BP's investigation, and it was also confirmed

         25          on the rig data.
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          1               A.   I'm aware of a bleed back from the kill

          2          line; I'm not aware of the specifics of it.

          3               Q.   At 6:10 on that evening, "It took about

          4          2 hours for the company man to confirm a good

          5          second negative test due to 1400 psi on the

          6          cement pump and displacement string."

          7                    That came from looking at the data on

          8          the rig that we received from BP, and it was

          9          also discussed in BP's internal document

         10          investigation between Mr. Kaluza and Vidrine.

         11               A.   I had left the floor by that time.

         12               Q.   At 1845, "Drill pipe pressure builds to

         13          1400 psi.  Mr. Kaluza and Mr. Vidrine arrive

         14          at the rig floor together at approximately

         15          1910."  That came directly from BP's

         16          investigations with those two gentlemen. 

         17          "Discussion again about DP pressure anomaly. 

         18          Apparently explained by TO personnel as

         19          "bladder effect" on the annular compression --
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         20          or annular compression."  Do you recall that?

         21               A.   I do recall that.  If you -- let me

         22          just clarify.  The step above that goes to

         23          2010?

         24               Q.   Yes, sir.

         25               A.   And the step below that starts at 1845?
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          1               Q.   Correct.

          2               A.   So I had left at approximately 7:00

          3          that evening, to the best of my recollection. 

          4          But, yes, I was on the floor for this

          5          discussion.

          6               Q.   And who was leading the discussion on

          7          what bladder effect was?

          8               A.   Jason Anderson, a Transocean

          9          toolpusher.

         10               Q.   And what was Mr. Anderson trying to

         11          describe the bladder effect to be?

         12               A.   That the heavier mud in the riser would

         13          push against the annular and transmit pressure

         14          into the wellbore, which in turn you would see

         15          up the drill pipe.

         16               Q.   Did you take the bladder effect, or the

         17          annular compression to be a valid description

         18          of what was going on at the time?

         19               A.   From my position, I took it as a valid
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         20          explanation.  This is the first time I've seen

         21          a negative test, so.

         22               Q.   It was the first time you had ever

         23          heard of bladder effect?

         24               A.   Yes.

         25               Q.   Did Mr. Kaluza or Mr. Vidrine question
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          1          it?

          2               A.   I'm not -- I don't recall whether they

          3          questioned it or -- there was discussion about

          4          it.  I'm not -- I can't say whether they

          5          questioned it or agreed or disagreed with it, 

          6          I don't know.

          7               Q.   Okay.  Thank you.  Then around 7:12 to

          8          about, almost 8:00, "The drill pipe pressure

          9          was stable at 1400 psi."  You weren't on the

         10          rig floor, I don't believe, at that time,

         11          but --

         12               A.   No, I was not.

         13               Q.   Were you aware of that?

         14               A.   I'm not aware of that.

         15               Q.   Then at 8:35 to about 9:05, the

         16          electronic data that the Board received from

         17          BP indicated that "there were some pit gains

         18          of approximately 40 barrels"?

         19               A.   I was not on the floor then.
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         20               Q.   Okay.  And then from 2030 to 2045 on

         21          the same evening, "Flow out exceeded flow in,

         22          indicating the well is possibly flowing."  And

         23          that was part of the electronic data.

         24               A.   Not on the floor.

         25               Q.   Then around 9:00 to 2110, same thing" 
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          1          "Flow out exceeds flow in, indicating the well

          2          is possibly flowing," part of the electronic

          3          data.

          4               A.   Not on the floor.

          5               Q.   Then from 2108 to 2114:  "Pressure on

          6          the drill pipe when shut down on the flow from

          7          the well.  The drill pipe pressure increased

          8          from 1000 psi to 1200 psi during the sheen

          9          test."

         10               A.   Again, I'm not on the floor at this

         11          time.

         12               Q.   And I know you're probably not on the

         13          floor at the next one, but I'm just going to

         14          ask you if you know it anyway.  At 2131,

         15          "Pumping was stopped.  Problem was observed by

         16          rig floor and pumping is stopped.  Possibly

         17          report from the mud pit room that the mud

         18          returning and being sent overboard had pumped

         19          260 barrels since the sheen test."
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         20               A.   Not on the floor.

         21               Q.   And that came from BP's internal

         22          investigation.  And then from 2131 to 2136,

         23          "Time to get the well shut in"?

         24               A.   Not on the floor.  

         25               Q.   And that came from looking at,
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          1          confirming the rig floor data and what was

          2          going on.   

          3                    Thank you, Mr. Lambert.  

          4               A.   Yes, sir.

          5               Q.   At any time during your discussions

          6          with Mr. Kaluza or Mr. Vidrine, I know you've

          7          not witnessed any of these, but was there any

          8          concerns about the number of different

          9          anomalies -- I'm going to use the word

         10          "anomaly" -- that might have raised a flag

         11          that said that there was a problem with the

         12          well?

         13               A.   I'm not sure that there -- I never

         14          noticed anything that there would be a

         15          problem.  Like I said, I observe and ask

         16          questions for my own learning, so I'm not

         17          aware that there was any problems.

         18               Q.   Okay.  Did you ask Mr. Kaluza or Mr.

         19          Vidrine of any concerns that he might have
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         20          had?

         21               A.   No.

         22               Q.   Okay.  Were you made aware of any of

         23          the cement job on the 7-inch production

         24          casing?

         25               A.   Yes.  I witnessed the cement job.
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          1               Q.   You witnessed the cement job?

          2               A.   Yes.

          3               Q.   Did you get full returns?

          4               A.   I'm not -- I don't recall if we had

          5          full returns or not, no.

          6               Q.   How would you determine if you got full

          7          returns?

          8               A.   How much you pump in should be how much

          9          you get out.

         10               Q.   Okay.  Do you know if Halliburton had

         11          told you that they had gotten full returns?

         12               A.   Not that I recall.

         13               Q.   Okay.  You said you were on the cement

         14          job, correct?

         15               A.   Correct. 

         16               Q.   Do you know how long it was -- the

         17          cement was set -- take to cure?

         18               A.   I don't recall.

         19               Q.   Do you know why the seal assembly was
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         20          tested within two hours of the cement job?

         21               A.   I don't.

         22               Q.   Do you know why there was a formal test

         23          of the casing that was run at approximately

         24          eleven hours after the cement job?

         25               A.   Well, you have to positive test you're
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          1          casing.  I'm not aware of why it was at eleven

          2          hours after the job, no.

          3               Q.   Let's go back to the negative test. 

          4          Did you have a detailed procedure for

          5          conducting that test, sir?

          6               A.   Not that I'm aware of.

          7               Q.   Who would have had the procedures for

          8          that test?

          9               A.   I don't know.

         10               Q.   Did Mr. Kaluza or Mr. Vidrine give you

         11          a test procedure to review, to make you

         12          familiar with the negative test?

         13               A.   They did not.

         14               Q.   Did you participate in the negative

         15          test?

         16               A.   Up to a certain point of it, yes.

         17               Q.   Whose procedure were you following?

         18               A.   We were given a procedure for the

         19          negative test and displacement from M-I SWACO.
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         20               Q.   Are you familiar with the procedure?

         21               A.   Not, not particularly.  Like I said,

         22          this is the first time I've done a negative

         23          test.

         24               Q.   All right.  Well, did you review it and

         25          see if it included spacer volumes?
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          1               A.   I did review it.  I couldn't say right

          2          now whether it included spacer volumes.

          3               Q.   Okay.  And who had developed -- who

          4          developed that procedure, M I SWACO or did BP?

          5               A.   To my knowledge, it was M-I SWACO.

          6               Q.   Do you know what a task-specific THINK

          7          plan is?

          8               A.   Yes.

          9               Q.   Did you participate in a task-specific

         10          THINK plan prior to doing the negative test,

         11          sir?

         12               A.   Yes.

         13               Q.   What was discussed during that?

         14               A.   Basically the steps that we're going to

         15          be going through for the negative test and the

         16          final displacement.

         17               Q.   Who led that?

         18               A.   To the best of my recollection, it was

         19          one of the M-I mud engineers that did the
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         20          majority of the speaking during that kind of a

         21          step-by-step.

         22               Q.   Leo Lindner, or you're not familiar

         23          with names?

         24               A.   I don't recall.

         25               Q.   Okay.  Did you talk to anyone outside
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          1          of BP about the bladder effect or U-tubing?

          2               A.   Not prior to the incident, no.

          3               Q.   After the incident, did you?

          4               A.   Nothing more than speculation, no.

          5               Q.   Were you involved in running the casing

          6          lockdown sleeve procedure?

          7               A.   No.

          8               Q.   Had you run a casing lockdown sleeve

          9          prior to this?

         10               A.   No.

         11               Q.   Did anyone at BP calculate the

         12          possibility of the production casing hanger

         13          floating?

         14               A.   Not that I'm aware of.

         15               Q.   Back up to that discussion with the

         16          performance of the negative test.  What two

         17          different types of negative tests were

         18          discussed, what two methods did Trans -- what

         19          method did Transocean want to use, and what
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         20          method did BP want to use?

         21               A.   To the best of my recollection,

         22          Transocean wanted to monitor the test up the

         23          drill pipe, BP wanted to monitor that kill

         24          line as per the APD.

         25               Q.   And which way did you end up -- you
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          1          ended up doing both, correct?

          2               A.   Correct.

          3               Q.   You only did two negative tests?

          4               A.   I'm only aware of one negative test.

          5               Q.   And which one was that?

          6               A.   The one where I left halfway.

          7               Q.   But which procedure was that?

          8               A.   We were monitoring both lines

          9          simultaneously.

         10               Q.   Were there any problems that you had

         11          been made aware of of that negative test even

         12          though you had left?

         13               A.   Of that negative test?

         14               Q.   Yes.

         15               A.   Or of the negative test that I'm aware

         16          of? 

         17               Q.   Yes.

         18               A.   No.

         19               Q.   And within your BP interview, you had
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         20          indicated that "I'm a trainee, they're

         21          training me, I believe them, it didn't see --

         22          seem right, and looking back on it, it

         23          probably wasn't right."  Do you recall saying

         24          that to the BP investigators?

         25               A.   I don't recall saying that
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          1          specifically.

          2               Q.   Were you talking about the negative

          3          test?

          4               A.   I'm not aware of what that's pulled

          5          from.

          6               Q.   Okay.  

          7               A.   You have some context --

          8               Q.   I'll come back -- 

          9               A.   -- from where it's --

         10               Q.   -- to that later.

         11               A.   -- coming from?

         12               Q.   Okay.  I'll come back to that later on.

         13                    So did you consult with anyone about

         14          the results of the negative test, or you just

         15          understood it to be a positive test, a passing

         16          test?

         17               A.   I discussed with Don Vidrine later in

         18          the living quarters and he said the test was

         19          good and they would continue with the
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         20          displacement.

         21               Q.   Do you know if there was any

         22          predetermined criteria of what determines a

         23          passing test?

         24               A.   Not that I'm aware of.

         25               Q.   Were both the well site leaders,
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          1          outside of you, present during the negative

          2          test?

          3               A.   At the beginning of the rig up and

          4          initial displacements, Bob Kaluza was present. 

          5          Prior to the negative test getting underway,

          6          there was a tour change and Don Vidrine also

          7          came to the floor.

          8               Q.   Were you aware that fluids were being

          9          transferred at different junctions, coming up

         10          the riser to the pits and back to the DAMON

         11          BANKSTON while they were displacing the riser

         12          and offloading simultaneously?

         13               A.   I'm sorry.  Could you repeat that?

         14               Q.   Were you aware that they were

         15          displacing the riser and offloading to the

         16          DAMON BANKSTON simultaneously?

         17               A.   Yes.

         18               Q.   Had you seen that done before?

         19               A.   I've seen it done on land, of course
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         20          not to a boat, but --

         21               Q.   Right.

         22               A.   -- displacing while transferring mud

         23          elsewhere.

         24               Q.   In your BP interview, which I'll pull

         25          up if you don't recall this, you had told the
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          1          person performing the interview that "the mud

          2          to the boat from the pit was not lined up on

          3          hold to quantify what was going in and out"?

          4               A.   I don't recall saying that.  I don't

          5          know how it was lined up.  I never verified it

          6          or checked it.

          7               Q.   Are you familiar with spacers?

          8               A.   Somewhat, yes.

          9               Q.   Is it an industry practice to use a

         10          non-weighted viscous spacer?

         11               A.   I wouldn't be aware.

         12               Q.   Well, have you ever used a solid-laid-

         13          in LCM as a spacer before?

         14               A.   Not that I can recall.

         15               Q.   Had you ever seen one at 450 barrels

         16          before?

         17               A.   Not that I can recall.

         18               Q.   Did you have any concerns using an LCM

         19          450 barrel pill across the BOP stack?
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         20               A.   To my knowledge and my experience, I

         21          didn't, because I wouldn't know whether that

         22          was normal or not normal.

         23               Q.   Do you know if it's possible if you

         24          have the LCM across the choke and kill line,

         25          that you can get false pressure readings?

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (606 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:21 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      304

          1               A.   I'm not aware of that, no.

          2               Q.   Do you know if BP has a standard

          3          negative test or does it differ from well site

          4          leader to well site leader?

          5               A.   I'm not aware if they have a standard

          6          test.

          7               Q.   Were you aware the gas flow potential

          8          associated with the production casing job?

          9               A.   Can you be a little more specific?

         10               Q.   Did you receive a report from

         11          Halliburton, mainly Jessie Gagliano or Brian

         12          Morel, on April 18th concerning the cement

         13          model that was done on the production casing?

         14               A.   I don't recall a report indicating

         15          that.

         16               Q.   Do you see the report that's on the

         17          ground right over there (indicating), sir, on

         18          the lower side of the easel?

         19               A.   Yes.
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         20               Q.   Did you receive a report that had that

         21          diagram in it?

         22               A.   Not that I recall.

         23               Q.   Were you ever made aware of the gas

         24          flow potential on the production casing cement

         25          job?
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          1               A.   I was not.

          2               Q.   Did you have any direct communication

          3          with Brian Morel while he was on the rig?

          4               A.   I did.

          5               Q.   Did he make you aware of any problems

          6          or model issues that were between him and

          7          Halliburton on the April 15th and April 18th?

          8               A.   Not to myself.

          9               Q.   Whose decision was it to run the six

         10          centralizers?

         11               A.   I'm not aware.

         12               Q.   Whose decision should it have been?  

         13                    MR. CASTAING:

         14                                   Object to that.  No.  That's asking

         15                    for speculation.  He says he does not

         16                    know.      

         17                    MR. MATHEWS:

         18                                    Would it have been the OIM?  

         19                    MR. CASTAING:
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         20                                   Same objection.     

         21                    MR. MATHEWS:

         22                                   Well, who called -- who makes the

         23                    decisions on the rig?   

         24                    MR. CASTAING:

         25                                   What decisions about what?   
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          1                    MR. MATHEWS:

          2                                   On production casing running, on

          3                    sending centralizers on casing, on --  

          4                    MR. CASTAING:

          5                                   I mean, I think that's overly

          6                    broad.  I thought --   

          7                    MR. MATHEWS:

          8                                   Well, he's --  

          9                    MR. CASTAING:

         10                                   -- your first question was fine.   

         11                    MR. MATHEWS:

         12                                   Uh-huh (affirmative response).  

         13                    MR. CASTAING:

         14                                   You asked him if he knows who made

         15                    the decision on the amount of

         16                    centralizers and he said he did not. 

         17                    So what would have happened, should

         18                    have happened, could have happened is

         19                    not relevant.   
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         20                    MR. MATHEWS:

         21                         Okay.  As a well site leader trainee, 

         22               are you aware of any well site leaders'

         23               responsibilities in making decisions on

         24               centralizers?   

         25                    MR. CASTAING:
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          1                                   Okay. 

          2                         THE WITNESS: 

          3                                   I'm not.      

          4          BY MR. MATHEWS:

          5               Q.   Okay.  Did you have any conversations

          6          with a subsea engineer about the yellow pod?

          7               A.   Not that I recall.

          8               Q.   Were you a scribe on the bridge of the

          9          BANKSTON after the incident occurred, sir?

         10               A.   I was.

         11               Q.   And who assigned you to be that scribe?

         12               A.   Pat O'Bryan.

         13               Q.   Was there anything that you noticed

         14          that might have been concerning to you of

         15          anyone arguing with each other?

         16               A.   No.

         17               Q.   At any time did you hear anyone say, "I

         18          told you this was going to happen"?

         19               A.   Never.
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         20               Q.   Were you made aware of the April 20th

         21          visit to the DEEPWATER HORIZON from the

         22          Houston crew?

         23               A.   Yes.

         24               Q.   And what was the purpose of that visit,

         25          sir?
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          1               A.   I don't recall the exact purpose.

          2               Q.   Do you know who came?

          3               A.   Pat O'Bryan, David Sims, and two

          4          Transocean personnel.

          5               Q.   Was there any discussion about rig

          6          maintenance?

          7               A.   Not that I'm aware of or was involved

          8          in.

          9               Q.   Do you recall being on the rig floor

         10          with the visitors at any time?

         11               A.   Yes.

         12               Q.   How many people were on the rig floor,

         13          sir?

         14               A.   I couldn't give you an exact number.

         15               Q.   Were you on -- in the driller's shack

         16          with them?

         17               A.   Yes.

         18               Q.   Was there standing-room only in the

         19          driller's shed?
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         20               A.   I wouldn't characterize it as

         21          "standing-room only," no.   

         22                    MR. MATHEWS:

         23                                   I have no questions at this time,

         24                    no further questions, but I'm going to

         25                    probably come back with some stuff.   

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (616 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:21 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      309

          1               MR. McCARROLL:

          2                                   A quick follow-up question to the

          3                    scribe.

          4                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          5          BY MR. McCARROLL:

          6               Q.   Why would you need a scribe on the

          7          BANKSTON?

          8               A.   My understanding was just to keep notes

          9          of people being off-lifted by the Coast Guard

         10          helicopters, who we had on board, what other

         11          boats were in the area, and what measures were

         12          being taken to fight the fire.

         13               Q.   And what did you take the notes on?

         14               A.   Precisely that, what boats were being

         15           -- what boats were in the area, personnel

         16          being transported off of the BANKSTON, and

         17          basically anything that was going on on the

         18          back deck, movements of personnel or other

         19          boats.
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         20               Q.   And physically, how did you take the

         21          notes?  I mean, with -- you took it on a

         22          tablet, you took it in a book?

         23               A.   Looseleaf paper and pen.

         24               Q.   Looseleaf paper and pen.  And did you

         25          give the notes to someone after you got
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          1          through scribing?

          2               A.   Pat O'Bryan.

          3               Q.   And when did you give them to Pat

          4          O'Bryan?

          5               A.   Prior to departing the boat.

          6               Q.   Okay.  And could you describe the

          7          length of the notes -- one page? five pages?

          8          ten pages?

          9               A.   I would estimate seven or eight pages.

         10               Q.   Seven or eight pages.  Full pages of

         11          notes or double space, triple spaced?

         12               A.   Full pages.

         13               Q.   Full pages, okay.  Did you take any

         14          notes relating to phone calls?

         15               A.   I took notes regarding phone calls

         16          being made from said person to another person

         17          but no notes on what the conversation was.

         18               Q.   Okay.  You weren't privilege to the

         19          conversations?
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         20               A.   I was not.

         21               Q.   So, I'm a little bit confused.  Why

         22          would someone want you to take notes on who

         23          they're calling?  

         24                    MR. CASTAING:

         25                                   Object to what someone else -- in
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          1                    someone else's state of mind unless

          2                    that person stated it to him.   

          3                              MR. McCARROLL:

          4                                   Okay.  Let me rephrase that, then.  

          5          BY MR. McCARROLL:

          6               Q.   How many phone calls were taken, did

          7          you take notes on, were placed?

          8               A.   I don't recall.

          9               Q.   Is the majority of the notes on phone

         10          calls?

         11               A.   No.  The majority of the notes will be

         12          on boats in the area responding and personnel

         13          being transported off the BANKSTON.

         14               Q.   Okay.  Have you since had conversation

         15          with Mr. O'Bryan on what happened to these

         16          notes?

         17               A.   I have not.

         18               Q.   Okay.  Did you actually, did you

         19          actually get involved in or participate in any
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         20          way with BP in an internal investigation?

         21               A.   Could you be a little more clear on

         22          that?

         23               Q.   You called the name, Spry?  What did

         24          you call it a while ago?

         25               A.   Correct.  I answered questions to the
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          1          Bly Group, yes.

          2               Q.   The Bly Group?

          3               A.   Yes.

          4               Q.   Okay.  I'm sorry.  So they had a Bly

          5          Group that created -- that did an internal

          6          investigation?

          7               A.   That's correct. 

          8               Q.   Could you just explain a little bit

          9          about what your participation was in the

         10          internal investigation?

         11               A.   I was asked a series of questions and

         12          gave answers.

         13               Q.   And how many people was asking the

         14          questions?

         15               A.   Three.

         16               Q.   And where were the questions asked, at

         17          BP Headquarters?

         18               A.   At my home.

         19               Q.   At your home.  So, and what was the
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         20          timing of the questions, as far as do you

         21          remember the date?

         22               A.   I don't --

         23               Q.   Roughly.

         24               A.   I don't -- I think, I believe it was

         25          April 29th.
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          1               Q.   Okay.  So April 29th.  And do you

          2          remember the length of the investigation?  Did

          3          they question you for an hour? two hours?

          4          three hours?

          5               A.   I would estimate two to two-and-a-half

          6          hours.

          7               Q.   Two to two-and-a-half hours, okay.  And

          8          do you have a copy of the investigation

          9          information yourself?

         10               A.   I have notes that were taken that were

         11          given to me by my attorney.

         12               Q.   Okay.  Your attorney was present during

         13          the investigation?

         14               A.   Was not.

         15               Q.   Okay.  I'm sorry.  I'm confused on your

         16          last answer, then.  

         17                    MR. CASTAING:

         18                                   No, no.  what -- we were given

         19                    copies of the notes taken by the
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         20                    questioners, the interviewers, which I

         21                    think you all have.  He had not seen

         22                    them until the last few days.  He has

         23                    never signed them or adopted them as

         24                    his own.  Those are impressions made by

         25                    other people.      
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          1          BY MR. McCARROLL:

          2               Q.   Did you tell the truth while you were

          3          being questioned?

          4               A.   I did.     

          5               MR. McCARROLL:

          6                                   Okay.  Thank you. 

          7                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          8          BY MR. DYKES:

          9               Q.   Mr. Lambert, how long were you a well

         10          site leader on land?

         11               A.   Two years.

         12               Q.   Two years.  In that timeframe, roughly,

         13          how many wells did you drill?

         14               A.   I could only estimate probably five.

         15               Q.   In your limited experience, could you

         16          compare and contrast land operations to

         17          deepwater with respect to the well?

         18               A.   Operations are greatly different from

         19          land to deepwater.
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         20               Q.   Give me some detail.

         21               A.   Well, on land your stack is on the

         22          surface.  At deepwater, you have a subsea

         23          stack and there's a lot more variables,

         24          expensive equipment, different operations that

         25          go on related to that.
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          1               Q.   What about with the actual drilling of

          2          the well?

          3               A.   Actual drilling and making hole,

          4          there's very little difference.

          5               Q.   Very little difference.

          6               A.   Other than well control.

          7               Q.   Okay.  In drilling that well, when

          8          you're using and circulating around, you've

          9          used spacers before?

         10               A.   Correct. 

         11               Q.   On land, in your experience, what is a

         12          typical spacer volume?

         13               A.   Would depend on the hole size and the

         14          well.

         15               Q.   Okay.  Typical.  And based on what

         16          we've seen here in this well, with a 9-7/8ths-

         17          inch hole?

         18               A.   I wouldn't be able to say whether that

         19          was typical or not.

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (629 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:22 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20               Q.   I think you could.  In five wells you

         21          can give me -- for that depth, you can give me

         22          a typical spacer.  

         23                    MR. CASTAING:

         24                                   Object to arguing with the witness. 

         25                     MR. DYKES:
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          1                                   Oh, I'm just asking based on his

          2                    experience what is typical --  

          3                    MR. CASTAING:

          4                                   I think he --   

          5                    MR. DYKES:

          6                                   -- for him.  

          7                    MR. CASTAING:

          8                                   -- gave you an answer.   

          9                    MR. DYKES:

         10                                   No, he didn't.   

         11                    MR. CASTAING:

         12                                   Give it again. 

         13                         THE WITNESS: 

         14                                   I wouldn't be able to tell you

         15                    what's typical on a deepwater well.     

         16          BY MR. DYKES:

         17               Q.   No, I'm not asking for a deepwater. 

         18          What is your typical spacer on land?

         19               A.   We'll say thirty barrels, but it varies
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         20          on the well.

         21               Q.   Okay.  Thank you. 

         22                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         23                                   A couple of questions.

         24                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         25          BY CAPT. NGUYEN:
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          1               Q.   You are a Well Site Leader trainee; is

          2          that correct?

          3               A.   That's correct. 

          4               Q.   Can you describe to me the training

          5          program?

          6               A.   You do -- for the Well Site Leader of

          7          the Future, Deepwater, you go to various

          8          formal training classes, on-the-job training

          9          on the rigs where you observe and ask

         10          questions for clarity and learn the

         11          operations, and also have to pass an

         12          assessment to assure that you're ready to

         13          breakout and work as a well site leader.

         14               Q.   The assessment test, who develop the

         15          test and score?

         16               A.   I'm not aware of who developed the

         17          test.

         18               Q.   But it's a test they you're supposed to

         19          take, and it's graded by -- I don't
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         20          understand.  Can you explain, you know, how

         21          administered, scored and how do you get, you

         22          know, qualified?

         23               A.   It's given by a panel.  I wouldn't be

         24          aware of who the panel would be made up of,

         25          but it is a question and answer test, similar
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          1          to what we're doing here but related to 

          2          drilling to test my knowledge on drilling

          3          operations.

          4               Q.   Okay.  I understand.  How long is a

          5          training program?  Is it six months? A year?

          6               A.   The Well Site Leader of the Future,

          7          Deepwater Program was initially slated to be

          8          fourteen months long.

          9               Q.   Okay.  And how far are you into it now?

         10               A.   Right now, I guess seven months, or

         11          eight months.  At the time of the incident, it

         12          was six months.

         13               Q.   Six months, okay.  My understanding is

         14          that the well training operation is almost

         15          complete, is that right, and HORIZON was ready

         16          to move on to the next site; is that right? 

         17          The well drilling operation is almost

         18          complete, is that right, by the time the

         19          casualty?
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         20               A.   By the time of the incident?

         21               Q.   Yes, sir. 

         22               A.   That's correct.

         23               Q.   Okay.  Were you aware of any concern as

         24          to why as the switching out of Mr. Sepulvado

         25          and Mr. Kaluza when it's so close to the
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          1          completion?

          2               A.   I'm not aware of any concern with that,

          3          no.

          4               Q.   Okay.  Did it cause any disruption on

          5          your training on the HORIZON with Mr.

          6          Sepulvado switching out and Mr. Kaluza coming

          7          in?

          8               A.   No.  As I mentioned before, mine is

          9          more to observe operations and the

         10          functionality of the rig.  I don't necessarily

         11          shadow one person and work with them.

         12               Q.   Okay. 

         13               A.   In other words, I use everyone on the

         14          rig as a resource to observe operations, ask

         15          questions. 

         16                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         17                                   All right.  Thank you, sir. 

         18                    MR. WHEATLEY:

         19                                   I just have a few questions for
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         20                    you.

         21                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         22          BY MR. WHEATLEY:

         23               Q.   Just real quick here to relay back to

         24          the Future Well Site Leader training program. 

         25          Are there any specific educational
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          1          requirements you have to meet before you

          2          start?

          3               A.   None that I'm aware of.

          4               Q.   Okay.  Could you briefly outline for us

          5          your educational background?

          6               A.   I have a Bachelor of Business, with

          7          major in Computer Information Systems.

          8               Q.   Okay.  And do you have any specific

          9          training in, for example, petroleum

         10          engineering or any related subjects like that?

         11               A.   I do.  I have logged -- I'm not aware

         12          of the number of hours, but it seems like

         13          countless at the Drilling Training Alliance,

         14          Chevron/BP Drilling Training Alliance.

         15               Q.   Okay.  Could you estimate how long you

         16          spent taking those courses?

         17               A.   Well, during the Well Site Leader of

         18          the Future Program for Land, I could estimate

         19          that I took between six- and seven-week to
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         20          two-week long courses, and in this program

         21          I've taken, I believe, two- or three-week-long

         22          courses.

         23               Q.   Okay.  Great.  Just to shift topics

         24          here for just a minute here.  You indicated

         25          you served as a scribe once you got onboard

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (640 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:22 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      321

          1          the BANKSTON, basically taking notes

          2          concerning various events involving -- was it

          3          specifically just involving BP and BP

          4          personnel, or was it concerning other events?

          5               A.   Just concerning who would be being

          6          transported off the rig, like I said, other

          7          boats in the area, which boats were equipped

          8          with fire monitors to attack the fire, which

          9          boats were performing search and rescue, when

         10          phone calls, what time phone calls were being

         11          made and to whom, but, like I said, I wasn't

         12          privy to the conversations.

         13               Q.   Do you recall with respect to the fire

         14          fighting efforts how many boats there were?  I

         15          realize it was a very difficult time.

         16               A.   I could only estimate.

         17               Q.   Okay.  Of those boats that were

         18          involved while you were there, do you recall

         19          whether or not any of the BP personnel or the
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         20          folks you were working with provided direction

         21          concerning their fire fighting efforts?

         22               A.   To the best of my recollection, their

         23          efforts were managed by the captain of the

         24          BANKSTON.

         25               Q.   Do you know that for a fact, or that
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          1          was just your understanding?

          2               A.   That's my recollection.

          3               Q.   Okay.  Do you ever --

          4               A.   I don't know that for a fact.

          5               Q.   Did you ever have any direct

          6          communication with the captain of the BANKSTON

          7          or any other crew members from the BANKSTON

          8          concerning fire fighting operations?

          9               A.   None. 

         10                    MR. WHEATLEY:

         11                                   Great.  I have no more questions. 

         12                    Thank you. 

         13                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         14                                   Flag State.   

         15                    MR. LINSIN:

         16                                   Thank you, Captain.

         17                              E X A M I N A T I O N 

         18          BY MR. LINSIN:

         19               Q.   Good afternoon, Mr. Lambert.
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         20               A.   Good afternoon. 

         21               Q.   My name is Greg Linsin.  I represent

         22          the Republic of Marshall Islands, which is the

         23          flag state for the DEEPWATER HORIZON.

         24                    I may have missed it, sir, but can you

         25          tell us when you arrived on the DEEPWATER
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          1          HORIZON the last time prior to the incident on

          2          April 20th?

          3               A.   I don't recall the exact date, but I

          4          believe I was there for a little over a week.

          5               Q.   Okay.  So from approximately the 13th

          6          forward; would that fit with your

          7          recollection?

          8               A.   Like I said, I don't recall the exact

          9          date.

         10               Q.   All right.  Were you there for the

         11          wiper trip that was run in the hole prior to

         12          running of the casings?

         13               A.   I don't recall the wiper trip, no.

         14               Q.   Do you recall any problems on or about

         15          April 17th with regard to the pulling of the

         16          wear bushing out of the high pressure

         17          wellhead?

         18               A.   I don't recall any problems, no.

         19               Q.   Do you recall how long that took, sir?
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         20               A.   I don't recall.

         21               Q.   If I told you that the records

         22          indicated that it was necessary to apply a

         23          significant amount of pounds of pull to unseat

         24          that wear bushing from the wellhead, would

         25          that help refresh your memory?
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          1               A.   I still don't recall having problems

          2          pulling the wear bushing.

          3               Q.   All right.  Do you recall experiencing

          4          problems in the -- converting the autofill

          5          float equipment to conventional float

          6          equipment?

          7               A.   No, I do not.

          8               Q.   Were you involved in that, sir?

          9               A.   I was not.

         10               Q.   My understanding from your testimony a

         11          moment ago was that you were there on the rig

         12          in order to observe and ask questions about

         13          the procedures; is that correct? 

         14               A.   Correct. 

         15               Q.   All right.  Okay.  Can you help me to

         16          understand why you would not have been aware

         17          of these procedures or have any recollection

         18          of them?

         19               A.   I can't tell you why I don't have
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         20          recollection of them, but I can tell you that

         21          I'm not aware of every operation that goes on

         22          on the rig.

         23               Q.   Do you remember when the, when you

         24          began hanging casing in the hole?

         25               A.   Are you asking for a time?
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          1               Q.   Well, let's, first of all, do you

          2          remember when that was done, then we'll see if

          3          you remember when it happened?

          4               A.   I don't recall, no.

          5               Q.   Do you remember where in the hole the

          6          13-5/8ths casing was hung?

          7               A.   I don't recall the exact depth, no.

          8               Q.   Do you recall whether it was hung from

          9          the wellhead?

         10               A.   I don't recall if it's hung in the

         11          wellhead or below, no.

         12               Q.   All right.  Would it help refresh your

         13          memory, sir, to refer to this schematic

         14          (indicating)?  Can you see that schematic from

         15          your seat?

         16               A.   I can, I can't make out --  

         17                    MR. CASTAING:

         18                                   You can go over to it --

         19                         THE WITNESS: 
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         20                                   Yeah.   

         21                    MR. CASTAING:

         22                                   -- if you want, if you need to. 

         23                         THE WITNESS: 

         24                                   I'm sure it has the liner top --

         25          BY MR. LINSIN:
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          1               Q.   Would you --   

          2                    MR. LINSIN:

          3                                   Captain, may he, may he approach

          4                    the diagram? 

          5                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          6                                   Yes, please.     

          7          (At this time, the witness, Lee Lambert, left

          8          the chair and approached the diagram.)    

          9                    MR. CASTAING:  

         10                                   Let's do the questioning --   

         11                    MR. LINSIN:

         12                                   All right.   

         13                    MR. CASTAING:

         14                                   -- at the microphone --

         15                    MR. LINSIN:

         16                                    I was --   

         17                    MR. CASTAING:

         18                                   -- if his memory is refreshed.

         19                    MR. LINSIN:
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         20                                   Why don't you retake your seat

         21                    again. 

         22          (At this time, the witness, Lee Lambert,

         23          resumed his seat.)

         24          BY MR. LINSIN:

         25               Q.   Were you able to locate the 13-5/8ths
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          1          on that schematic, sir?

          2               A.   On that schematic, it appears to have

          3          been a liner.

          4               Q.   It appears to have been --

          5               A.   From what I can see on that schematic,

          6          it appears to have been a liner.

          7               Q.   All right.  And where was that hung?

          8               A.   Approximately 11,000-something feet.  I

          9          didn't catch the exact depth there.

         10               Q.   Okay.  Would 13,145 be approximately

         11          the right location, based on what you just

         12          saw?

         13               A.   For the shoe of the 13-5/8ths?

         14               Q.   Yes, sir.

         15               A.   That sounds correct.

         16               Q.   All right.  Now if that liner is hung

         17          at that depth, sir, do you know -- and were

         18          you involved, I guess, in the hanging of the

         19          9-7/8ths casing in the wellhead?
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         20               A.   I observed it.

         21               Q.   You observed it.  And can you explain

         22          to us how you were able to determine whether

         23          that 9-7/8ths casing was hung in the right

         24          location in the wellhead?

         25               A.   I couldn't give you an expert opinion
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          1          on how you're definitely sure that it's hung

          2          in the right location, no.

          3               Q.   All right.  Who was the well site

          4          leader that you were observing this procedure

          5          with?

          6               A.   I don't recall.

          7               Q.   What time of day was it?

          8               A.   I don't recall.

          9               Q.   Do you recall what day it was?

         10               A.   I do not.

         11               Q.   Do you recall anyone discussing the

         12          relative pipe measurements from the running of

         13          the casing hanger compared with the running of

         14          the drill pipe that was used to retrieve the

         15          wear bushing?

         16               A.   Could you repeat the question?

         17               Q.   Yes.  Do you recall anyone talking

         18          about any discrepancy or any comparison

         19          between the pipe measurement that was used to
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         20          run the casing hanger compared to the

         21          measurement of the pipe used -- the drill pipe

         22          used for the retrieval of the wear bushing?

         23               A.   I'm not aware of any discussions on

         24          discrepancies, no.

         25               Q.   Were you involved or did you observe
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          1          the conditioning of the hole prior to the

          2          cementing job?

          3               A.   I observed it, yes.

          4               Q.   And do you recall how long the pipe had

          5          been out of the hole prior to the commencement

          6          of that cementing job?

          7               A.   I don't recall.

          8               Q.   Would it fit with your recollection

          9          that it would have been about three days that

         10          you had been out of the hole before the

         11          cementing job began?

         12               A.   You're asking for an estimate?

         13               Q.   I'm asking you if that fits with your

         14          recollection.

         15               A.   As I said, I don't recall how many days

         16          we were out of the hole.

         17               Q.   Are you familiar, sir, with the amount

         18          of mud that was circulated prior to the

         19          commencement of that cement operation?
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         20               A.   I'm not familiar with the exact amount,

         21          no.

         22               Q.   What's the purpose of circulating mud

         23          before you start a cementing operation?

         24               A.   To condition the mud prior to the

         25          cement operation.
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          1               Q.   And to insure that you have mud of

          2          appropriate consistency and weight in the

          3          hole; is that correct? 

          4               A.   That's correct. 

          5               Q.   All right.  And is that why you want to

          6          get bottoms-up circulation when you circulate

          7          the mud before beginning cementing operations?

          8               A.   I'm not aware of necessarily that you

          9          have to have bottoms-up completely.  That's

         10          not my area of expertise.

         11               Q.   Do you recall there being any

         12          discussion about how long that mud circulation

         13          should be continued?

         14               A.   I recall a discussion, but I don't

         15          recall the exact details of it.

         16               Q.   How long did that mud circulation

         17          continue?

         18               A.   Don't recall.

         19               Q.   Would thirty minutes fit with your

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (659 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:22 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20          recollection, sir?

         21               A.   To my recollection, it was longer than

         22          that, but I don't recall the exact time or

         23          volume.

         24               Q.   Do you recall how much mud was actually

         25          circulated?
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          1               A.   As I just said, I don't recall the

          2          exact volume.

          3               Q.   Do you recall anyone doing any

          4          calculations on how much mud should be

          5          circulated if you were going to achieve

          6          bottoms-up?

          7               A.   I recall Mr. Kaluza and the M-I mud

          8          engineer doing calculations on how much they

          9          were going to circulate, but I don't recall

         10          the results of those calculations.

         11               Q.   All right.  Mr. Kaluza and who else? 

         12          I'm sorry.

         13               A.   One of the M-I mud engineers; I don't

         14          recall which one.

         15               Q.   Okay.  And where did they do those

         16          calculations?

         17               A.   To the best of my recollection on the

         18          rig floor.

         19               Q.   All right.  And were they doing this on
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         20          paper?  Were they using a handheld device? 

         21          How were they doing the calculation?

         22               A.   On paper and with the handheld device,

         23          a calculator.

         24               Q.   Okay.  And were you standing there with

         25          them while they were doing that?
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          1               A.   I was in the drill shack, yes.

          2               Q.   Okay.  And was there any discussion

          3          between the two of them as they were making

          4          those calculations?

          5               A.   Not that I recall.

          6               Q.   What quantity did they determine should

          7          be circulated before beginning a cementing

          8          operation?

          9               A.   As I said, I don't recall the exact

         10          quantity or results of the calculations.

         11               Q.   Do you recall them discussing whether

         12          it was necessary to achieve bottoms-up?

         13               A.   I don't recall any discussion around

         14          that, no.

         15               Q.   Now if I understood your testimony

         16          correctly, you said you were present for part

         17          of a negative test on the 20th; is that

         18          correct? 

         19               A.   That's correct. 
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         20               Q.   And what time of day was that, sir?

         21               A.   I could only estimate that it would be

         22          between 6:00, 6:30.

         23               Q.   P.m.?

         24               A.   Correct. 

         25               Q.   Were you aware that there had been an
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          1          earlier -- a negative test run earlier in the

          2          day?

          3               A.   I'm not aware that there was one run

          4          earlier in the day.  To my knowledge, that was

          5          the only test done.

          6               Q.   And can you describe the procedures

          7          that you observed before leaving the rig floor

          8          for the negative test that you observed, what,

          9          what was actually done?

         10               A.   Displace the choke and kill lines with

         11          seawater, displace down the drill pipe with

         12          seawater and into the annulus above the stack,

         13          and close the annular.

         14               Q.   Okay.  And how long was that held?

         15               A.   I don't recall an exact time.

         16               Q.   How long did you remain on the rig

         17          floor after the annular was closed?

         18               A.   I remained on the rig floor while there

         19          was discussion about the pressure building on
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         20          the drill pipe.  I don't remember an exact

         21          length of time.

         22               Q.   And who was overseeing that second

         23          negative test -- that negative test that you

         24          observed?

         25               A.   At the beginning of the displacement,
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          1          Bob Kaluza was on tour.  As the discussion

          2          went about the pressure on the drill pipe,

          3          there was a tour change and Don Vidrine came

          4          on tour. There were also toolpushers, Wyman

          5          Wheeler was there during the day, as it

          6          spilled over into tour change, Jason Anderson

          7          was there, a driller, AD, and I believe at one

          8          point the senior toolpusher was also present.

          9               Q.   But now, were you still present on the

         10          rig floor when they began the riser

         11          displacement?

         12               A.   I was not.

         13               Q.   And during this test, were you venting

         14          the system to the atmosphere or to a pressure

         15          gauge?

         16               A.   The fluid vented up the drill pipe to

         17          my knowledge was vented back to the

         18          Halliburton unit.  The fluid vented from the

         19          kill line to my knowledge was vented to a trip
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         20          tank.

         21               Q.   Do you recall receiving an e-mail on

         22          the 20th concerning the operations -- an e-

         23          mail, I'm sorry, from Brian Morel concerning

         24          the operations for the next several days?

         25               A.   I do recall the e-mail, yes, but I
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          1          couldn't tell you the exact contents of it.   

          2                    MR. LINSIN:

          3                                   May I approach the witness,

          4                    Captain? 

          5                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          6                                   Yes, sir.     

          7                    MR. LINSIN:

          8                                   I will be showing the witness a

          9                    document marked BP-HZN-CEC008574.

         10          BY MR. LINSIN:

         11               Q.   Does that help refresh your

         12          recollection, Mr. Lambert?

         13               A.   Yes.

         14               Q.   All right.  What time of day did you

         15          receive or review that e-mail?

         16               A.   I don't recall.

         17               Q.   Directing your attention to Items 3 and

         18          4 on that e-mail, do those two bullets on the

         19          e-mail describe the negative test protocol
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         20          that you observed?

         21               A.   Yes.

         22               Q.   And did pressure, referred to in Item

         23          4, is that the pressure that was maintained in

         24          the negative test that you observed?

         25               A.   Maintained where?
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          1               Q.   Well, is that the pressure that was

          2          utilized in the negative test that you

          3          observed?

          4               A.   I'm not an expert on, on where that

          5          pressure is.  To my recollection, that

          6          pressure was the differential when we stopped

          7          pumping and closed the annular.

          8               Q.   All right.  And just for the record,

          9          would you read what that pressure is, please?

         10               A.   Twenty-three hundred and fifty psi.

         11               Q.   Do you recall there being any

         12          discussion on the rig about this negative test

         13          procedure that was sent by Brian Morel?

         14               A.   I don't recall discussion around that,

         15          no.

         16               Q.   Do you recall anyone objecting or

         17          raising questions about that procedure?

         18               A.   I don't recall any discussion at all

         19          around it, no.   
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         20                    MR. LINSIN:

         21                                   I have nothing further, Captain. 

         22                    Thank you very much. 

         23                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         24                                   Thank you. 

         25                              MR. GORDON:

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (672 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:22 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      337

          1                                        Can you please read back that

          2                              number of that document?

          3                    MR. LINSIN:

          4                                   I'm sorry, sir.  Captain, I believe

          5                    counsel had asked a question.  Can I

          6                    ask what that question is? 

          7                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          8                                   I think it's the reference number. 

          9                    Is that correct, Mr. Gordon?  

         10                    MR. GORDON:

         11                                   Could you please read back the

         12                    reference number.

         13                    MR. LINSIN

         14                                   Yes, Captain.  It was BP-HZN-

         15                    CEC008574. 

         16                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         17                                   Thank you, sir.  M-I SWACO.

         18                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         19          BY MR. EASON:
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         20               Q.   Mr. Lambert, I am Tobin Eason, here on

         21          behalf of M-I SWACO.

         22                    I was going to ask you about the

         23          displacement procedure, but since we referred

         24          to the document a few moments ago, I'm going

         25          to again show you that same document with the
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          1          38,000 pages of, or identified numbers,

          2          pertaining to the negative test procedure.    

          3                    MR. CASTAING:

          4                                   Same document.

          5                              MR. EASON:

          6                                        Yes.      

          7          BY MR. EASON:

          8               Q.   Can you read for me who that e-mail was

          9          from identified on that document?

         10               A.   Brian Morel.

         11               Q.   And who is he employed with?

         12               A.   BP.

         13               Q.   And the next person that that e-mail's

         14          going to, who is that, please?

         15               A.   That's Don Vidrine.

         16               Q.   Is there a Cynthia Holick (phonetic)? 

         17               A.   I'm sorry.  Cynthia Holick, yes.

         18               Q.   And who is she with, please, sir?

         19               A.   I'm not aware.
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         20               Q.   And the cc of that e-mail?

         21               A.   Gregory Walz and Doug Chester

         22          (phonetic).

         23               Q.   And who are those gentlemen with?

         24               A.   I don't know.

         25               Q.   Okay.  And below that it says, "Here is
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          1          the negative test procedure."  Is that

          2          correct?

          3               A.   That's correct.

          4               Q.   As I look down and I scan down, I see

          5          on that document, it looks like eleven steps?

          6               A.   That's correct. 

          7               Q.   Is this, these eleven steps part of the

          8          negative test procedure?

          9               A.   I would not consider those a negative

         10          test procedure.  I would consider that, like

         11          it says at the top, "Some Quick Ops Notes." 

         12          In other words, a general overview of what's

         13          going to happen.

         14               Q.   And the e-mail dealing with the Quick

         15          Ops Notes -- and who was that e-mail sent to?

         16               A.   Don Vidrine, Bob Kaluza, Lee Lambert,

         17          Earl Lee, John Guide, Mark Hafle, Brett

         18          Cocales and Gregory Walz.

         19               Q.   Are you aware of any M-I employees who
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         20          received a copy of this document based on the

         21          content of this document?

         22               A.   I'm not aware.

         23               Q.   Let's go down real quick, if we can. 

         24          "Quick Ops Notes for the next few days:  No.

         25          1 -- why don't you go ahead and identify and
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          1          read that for us, and explain to us what that

          2          means to you?

          3               A.   "Test the casing per the APD to 250

          4          low, 2500 psi high." It's a positive test on

          5          the casing."

          6               Q.   And to your knowledge, sir, was that

          7          actually conducted while you were out there?

          8               A.   It was.

          9               Q.   And were you satisfied with the results

         10          of that positive test?

         11               A.   I personally was, but I don't have the

         12          authority to say whether that's good or not in

         13          position.

         14               Q.   Who was the individual or individuals

         15          who had the authority to suggest it was a

         16          successful positive test?

         17               A.   I couldn't tell you who actually gives

         18          the final say on whether it is a successful

         19          test or not.
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         20               Q.   Okay, sir.  Were your superiors on the

         21          rig satisfied that there was a successful

         22          positive test?   

         23                    MR. CASTAING:

         24                                   Objection.   

         25                    MR. EASON:
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          1                                   To your knowledge.   

          2                    MR. CASTAING:

          3                                   Objection, unless he heard someone

          4                    give him information.  He's not going

          5                    to give an opinion on what somebody

          6                    else thought.   

          7                    MR. EASON:

          8                                   I didn't think -- you objected

          9                    before I finished my question    

         10                    MR. CASTAING:

         11                                   Okay.   

         12                    MR. EASON:

         13                                   Okay?      

         14          BY MR. EASON:

         15               Q.   To your knowledge, sir, do your

         16          superiors -- to your knowledge, did your

         17          superiors, were they satisfied with the

         18          results of the positive test? 

         19               A.   To my knowledge they were.
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         20               Q.   Did you have any doubt in your mind

         21          questioning your superiors about the positive

         22          test?

         23               A.   I didn't think to question my superiors

         24          on it, because I personally was satisfied with

         25          it.
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          1               Q.   Thank you, sir.  Let's go to No. 2. 

          2          Why don't you read this for us, please?

          3               A.   "Run and hold to 8367 feet."

          4               Q.   And what does that mean to you?

          5               A.   Run and hold with open-ended drill pipe

          6          to 8367 feet.

          7               Q.   And to your recollection, about what

          8          time of day this particular event occurred?

          9               A.   I don't recall.  I don't believe I was

         10          on the floor for that.

         11               Q.   Let's go to No. 3, please, sir. 

         12               A.   "Displace the seawater from there to

         13          above the wellhead."

         14               Q.   And what's being conducted at this

         15          time?

         16               A.   Displacement with seawater down the

         17          drill pipe, make the corner, up the annulus to

         18          above the wellhead.

         19               Q.   Is that what's commonly referred to as
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         20          "the displacement procedure"?

         21               A.   That's not a full displacement.  A full

         22          displacement would be to bring the mud

         23          completely out of the hole.

         24               Q.   Okay.

         25               A.   This is in preparation for the negative
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          1          test to my understanding.

          2               Q.   I'm going to interrupt this procedure

          3          of eleven steps here and I'm going to show you

          4          another document, previously identified

          5          yesterday as BP-HZN-MBI00133083.  And, for the

          6          record, that's what Mr. Lindner suggested or

          7          provided yesterday.

          8                    Mr. Lambert have you ever seen that

          9          document before?

         10               A.   I believe I have, but I can't be one

         11          hundred percent sure.

         12               Q.   Would it have been a document that you

         13          have seen since the explosion or potentially

         14          contemporaneous to the events of April 20,

         15          2010?

         16               A.   To the best of my recollection, I saw

         17          this prior to the incident.

         18               Q.   In that document, that displacement

         19          procedure document, is there an indication of
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         20          actually how the negative test is to be

         21          conducted?

         22               A.   You'll have to give me a second to read

         23          it.  I'm kind of a slow reader.

         24               Q.   Take your time.

         25               A.   Okay.  Could you repeat your question
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          1          again?

          2               Q.   The question is:  Does that document

          3          actually reflect the negative test procedure

          4          itself?

          5               A.   In my opinion, it gives a more detailed

          6          description of how to perform the negative

          7          test than does the other document.

          8               Q.   And what do you base that opinion on,

          9          sir?

         10               A.   It's giving you specifics on when to

         11          displace the choke and kill lines and how many

         12          barrels used to displace up to above the riser

         13          and perform the negative tests.

         14               Q.   Does it give --

         15               A.   I mean, above the stack.

         16               Q.   Does it give all the details on how

         17          it's to be conducted -- that is, the negative

         18          test?

         19               A.   I wouldn't say it gives all the
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         20          details, but it is more detailed than the

         21          other document.

         22               Q.   I can't remember, but how many times

         23          have you been personally involved with

         24          conducting a negative test?

         25               A.   This was the only time.
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          1               Q.   Have you ever been in any discussions

          2          ever in your lifetime working with BP in the

          3          development of a negative test?

          4               A.   I have not.

          5               Q.   So are you actually aware, as we sit

          6          here today, convinced in your mind who

          7          actually developed the negative test that was

          8          conducted on April 20, 2010?

          9               A.   I'm not aware of who conduct -- who

         10          made the procedures on how to conduct it, no. 

         11          I believe I've answered that prior.

         12               Q.   I thought you said that you believe

         13          that M-I SWACO did.  And are you telling us

         14          now that  you're not absolutely certain that

         15          it was M-I SWACO that developed or promulgated

         16          the entire negative test procedure that was

         17          conducted on April 20 -- April 10, 2010?

         18               A.   I was referring to this document with a

         19          step-by-step procedure which walks you through
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         20          the steps that would be taken to conduct the

         21          negative test.

         22               Q.   And in that document does it not

         23          reflect that, that the negative test is to be

         24          conducted?

         25               A.   It does reflect that, yes.
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          1               Q.   So it doesn't suggest or state all the

          2          steps necessary to conduct a negative test?

          3               A.   It does not.

          4               Q.   Thank you.  If I may?  Okay.  We were

          5          interrupted for a second.

          6                    Let's go back.  I think we're at No.4. 

          7          And if you can read with us No. 4, and what

          8          that means to you?

          9               A.   "With seawater in the kill, close the

         10          annular and do negative test to 2350 psi

         11          differential."

         12               Q.   And what that means to you, sir?

         13               A.   That your kill line will be filled with

         14          seawater and you'll monitor up the kill line

         15          for a pressure.

         16               Q.   And No. -- let's go, continue on,

         17          please, sir.

         18               A.   "Open annular and continue

         19          displacement."
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         20               Q.   And that means to you?

         21               A.   Assuming the negative test was good,

         22          you would open up the annular and continue the

         23          displacement of mud out of the hole with

         24          seawater.

         25               Q.   You mentioned that this particular
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          1          document and the document, the placement

          2          document procedure that I showed you, really

          3          wasn't a complete breakdown of how a negative

          4          test is conducted; is that correct? 

          5               A.   That's correct. 

          6               Q.   Are you aware of any document, other

          7          than these two documents, referring to a

          8          negative test that you have seen?

          9               A.   I'm not.

         10               Q.   Let's go back up and then No. 6, please

         11          sir.

         12               A.   "Set a 300-foot balance cement plug

         13          with five barrels and drill pipe."

         14               Q.   And what does that mean to you?

         15               A.   To set that 300-foot plug leaving five

         16          barrels underbalance in the drill pipe.

         17               Q.   Were you aware of any discussions that

         18          you participated in or heard discussing any of

         19          these five particular measures thus far that
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         20          transpired on the rig HORIZON in April of

         21          2010?

         22               A.   The only discussions I'm aware of is

         23          what I had mentioned previously and what I

         24          observed.

         25               Q.   One of those discussions -- excuse
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          1          me -- involved fluid, apparently that was

          2          vented to the kill line to the trip tank?

          3               A.   That's to the best of my knowledge. 

          4          I'm not an expert on how the lines were lined

          5          up.

          6               Q.   And as I understand it, you gave me a

          7          list of names of individuals who were there

          8          present during that discussion?

          9               A.   That's correct. 

         10               Q.   Were any M-I SWACO personnel available

         11          or present during that discussion?  Because I

         12          didn't hear any names of M-I personnel.

         13               A.   I don't recall any SWACO personnel

         14          being present, no.

         15               Q.   Thank you, sir.  Let's go back to No.

         16          7, and please read that for us.

         17               A.   "Pull out of hole approximately 100 to

         18          200 feet above top of cement and drop a Nerf

         19          ball, circulate drill string volume."
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         20               Q.   And what does that mean to you?

         21               A.   Pull up above the cement plug 100 to

         22          200 feet, drop a Nerf ball to wipe the pipe,

         23          and circulate the hole above there.

         24               Q.   And let's go on to No. 8.

         25               A.   "Spot corrosion inhibitor in the open
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          1          hole."  That would be spotting a corrosion

          2          inhibitor pill in the open hole, to stay in

          3          the hole.

          4               Q.   And let's go on, please, sir, and do

          5          this quickly for you.

          6               A.   "Pull out of hole to just below the

          7          wellhead or above the 3-1/2 inch stinger.  If

          8          desired wash with a 3-1/2.  Do not rotate.  A

          9          separate run will not be made to wash as a

         10          displacement will clean up the wellhead."

         11               Q.   And what that means to you?

         12               A.   Pull out of hole to the wellhead and

         13          wash with a 3 -- wash the wellhead with a 3-

         14          1/2 drill pipe, but do not rotate it.

         15               Q.   And No. 10?

         16               A.   "Pull out of hole and make up a lead

         17          impression tool and lockdown sleeve."

         18               Q.   And it says "runs" on there.  What does

         19          that mean to you, sir?
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         20               A.   I'm not an expert in that area of the

         21          lockdown sleeve.  Would you like my

         22          understanding of it?

         23               Q.   Please, sir.  That's fine.

         24               A.   The lead impression tool will be run

         25          and it gives -- basically it has two lead
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          1          blocks on it, to make sure that you're landing

          2          out in the proper place, and then pull out and

          3          run the lockdown sleeve.

          4               Q.   And No. 11, a and b, please sir?

          5               A.   "Test casing to a 1000 pounds with

          6          seawater.  Non MMS test."  BP DWOP required. 

          7          Doesn't say that.  That's what I'm implying

          8          from it.  "Surface plug.  Confirm number of

          9          barrels to pressure up on original casing test

         10          versus barrel to test surface plug.  It should

         11          be less due to volume differences and fluid

         12          compressibility seawater versus synthetic oil

         13          base mud.  Plot on chart.  Send to Houston for

         14          confirmation."

         15               Q.   And what does that mean to you?

         16               A.   That's a 1000 pound positive test on

         17          the plug.

         18               Q.   All right.  I'm just curious, because

         19          you were a trainee out there, as I understand
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         20          it?  Were you not?  

         21               A.   Correct.

         22               Q.   Is that correct?

         23               A.   Yes.

         24               Q.   And you've often referred to the

         25          comment that "I'm not an expert on that."  Is

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (700 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:22 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      351

          1          there something that you could tell us that

          2          you feel comfortable that you are an expert on

          3          today?   

          4                    MR. CASTAING:

          5                                   He's not going to testify as an

          6                    expert on anything.  He's not here to

          7                    be tendered as an expert, he hasn't

          8                    been employed as an expert.  He is a

          9                    fact witness.      

         10          BY MR. EASON:

         11               Q.   As a fact witness, you really cannot

         12          say then that M-I SWACO actually promulgated

         13          or developed the negative test that was

         14          conducted that day?

         15               A.   I cannot, no.

         16               Q.   And also would it be -- and it would

         17          also be inaccurate, from what you're telling

         18          me, is that even though this document

         19          referring to the eleven steps taken, or
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         20          operations to be conducted, that if this, I

         21          guess the, the top portion of that says

         22          "Here's the negative test procedure," that's

         23          actually inaccurate, that came from Brian

         24          Morel?

         25               A.   I would say that is inaccurate, because
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          1          it's not a complete procedure.   

          2                    MR. EASON:

          3                                   Thank you, sir.  That's all the

          4                    questions.  Thank you. 

          5                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          6                                   Thank you, sir.  Dril-Quip.   

          7                    MR. KAPLAN:

          8                                   No questions. 

          9                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         10                                   Douglas Brown.

         11                    MR. GORDON:

         12                                   No questions.

         13                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         14                                   Captain Kuchta. 

         15                    MR. SCHONEKAS:

         16                                   No questions. 

         17                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         18                                   Thank you, sir.  Jimmy Harrell.  

         19                    MR. FANNING:
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         20                                   No thank you. 

         21                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         22                                   Mike Williams.

         23                    MR. WILLIAMS:

         24                                   None, Captain. 

         25                    CAPT. NGUYEN:
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          1                                   Steven Bertone.

          2                    MR. BERTONE:

          3                                   None. 

          4                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          5                                   BP. 

          6                         MS. KARIS:

          7                                   May I proceed? 

          8                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          9                                   Yes. 

         10                         MS. KARIS:

         11                                   Thank you.

         12                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         13          BY MS. KARIS:

         14               Q.   Mr. Lambert, my name is Carrie Karis,

         15          and I represent BP in these proceedings.  I

         16          want to back up and start first with your job

         17          responsibilities as you understand them as a

         18          well site leader trainee.

         19               A.   My job responsibilities are to observe
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         20          and ask questions for clarity for my own

         21          personal knowledge.

         22               Q.   And when did you first arrive on the

         23          DEEPWATER HORIZON?

         24               A.   With regard to this hitch?

         25               Q.   Yes.
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          1               A.   I don't recall the exact date, but I

          2          believe I was there a little over a week.

          3               Q.   Okay.  Had you ever been on the

          4          DEEPWATER HORIZON prior to this, this hitch?

          5               A.   Yes, ma'am. 

          6               Q.   Okay.  And when were you previously on

          7          the DEEPWATER HORIZON?

          8               A.   I couldn't -- again, I couldn't tell

          9          you the exact dates, but I believe this was my

         10          fourth hitch on the HORIZON.

         11               Q.   Now on this hitch, did you have any

         12          responsibilities as a well site leader trainee

         13          for any of the drilling operations onsite?

         14               A.   Could you be a little more clear?  Do

         15          you mean, do I have any roles directly related

         16          to drilling?

         17               Q.   Sure.

         18               A.   I do not, no.

         19               Q.   And did you have any authority to make
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         20          any decisions with respect to any drilling

         21          operations onsite?

         22               A.   I do not.

         23               Q.   Okay.  And for the entire time that you

         24          were on the DEEPWATER HORIZON as part of this

         25          hitch, were there other well site leaders
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          1          onsite?

          2               A.   Yes.

          3               Q.   Now, you were asked about the 13-5/8ths

          4          inch liner that was part of this production --

          5          excuse me, part of this casing plan.  Were you

          6          at the Macondo well when that 13-5/8ths inch

          7          liner was run?

          8               A.   Not that I recall.

          9               Q.   And so to the extent you don't recall 

         10          when that operation took place, or at what

         11          depth it took place, would that be because you

         12          weren't even there at the time?

         13               A.   That would be correct.

         14               Q.   Okay.  Do you know how many intervals

         15          there were between the 13-5/8ths inch liner

         16          and the final production string, the 9-7/8ths

         17          by 7 inch?

         18               A.   I don't recall.

         19               Q.   Do you know how much time had elapsed
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         20          between that liner that is the 13-5/8ths inch

         21          liner and the 9-7/8ths inch production string?

         22               A.   I do not know.

         23               Q.   Okay.  Is it fair to say that you

         24          didn't have any dealings, and you weren't even

         25          onsite, for anything relating to the 13-5/8ths
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          1          inch liner?

          2               A.   Not that I can recall.

          3               Q.   You testified earlier regarding a

          4          negative test procedure, part of which you

          5          were present for.  Do you recall how long you

          6          observed the negative test that you told us

          7          about?

          8               A.   The actual test?  Approximately ten to

          9          fifteen minutes of it.

         10               Q.   And were there others onsite for the

         11          negative test during the entire time that you

         12          were there?

         13               A.   Yes.

         14               Q.   Okay.  And were there toolpushers from

         15          Transocean onsite during that operation?

         16               A.   Yes.

         17               Q.   Were there also drillers from

         18          Transocean during that operation?

         19               A.   Yes.
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         20               Q.   What about assistant drillers from

         21          Transocean?

         22               A.   Yes.

         23               Q.   And were there also well site leaders

         24          from BP?

         25               A.   Yes.
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          1               Q.   Now, you told us about some discussions

          2          that took place between some individuals

          3          regarding the negative test procedure.  Do you

          4          recall that area generally?

          5               A.   I recall the discussion.  I don't

          6          recall the specifics of the discussion.

          7               Q.   Now, do you recall Jason Anderson

          8          saying anything about the bladder effect?

          9               A.   I do, yes.

         10               Q.   Okay.  First, I guess I should ask you,

         11          do you recall there being discussion about a

         12          bladder effect?

         13               A.   I do, yes.

         14               Q.   And who was doing the talking about the

         15          bladder effect?

         16               A.   Mainly, Jason Anderson.

         17               Q.   And what was Mr. Anderson saying about

         18          the bladder effect?  Can you tell us?

         19               A.   That the mud in the riser would push on
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         20          the annular and transmit pressure downhole,

         21          which would in turn be seen on your drill

         22          pipe.

         23               Q.   Was Mr. Anderson the one explaining why

         24          they were seeing differential pressure on the

         25          drill pipe versus the kill line as part of
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          1          this negative test?

          2               A.   Yes.

          3               Q.   Okay.  And did anyone say anything or

          4          disagree with Mr. Anderson's explanation?

          5               A.   I don't recall anybody disagreeing or

          6          agreeing with his explanation.

          7               Q.   And do you recall which well site

          8          leader from BP was present for that

          9          conversation?

         10               A.   To the best of my recollection, it was

         11          Bob Kaluza.

         12               Q.   Did Mr. Kaluza accept Mr. Anderson's

         13          explanation as far as you could tell?

         14               A.   I don't know what Mr. Kaluza's thoughts

         15          were on it.

         16               Q.   Did Mr. Kaluza, did you hear Mr. Kaluza

         17          disagree with this explanation at any time?

         18               A.   I didn't hear him disagree with it at

         19          any time, no.
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         20               Q.   Okay.  And then later that evening, you

         21          testified you had a discussion with Mr.

         22          Vidrine regarding this negative test?

         23               A.   That's correct. 

         24               Q.   Okay.  And did Mr. Vidrine indicate to

         25          you whether he viewed this negative test as
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          1          having past?

          2               A.   That was the short of the discussion,

          3          was that the negative test was good and they

          4          were going to continue with the displacement. 

          5          He did not go into details on the negative

          6          test.

          7               Q.   Fair enough.  And given what your role

          8          and responsibilities were as a well site

          9          leader trainee, did you have any reason to

         10          question any part of the negative test?

         11               A.   I did not.  I didn't have any

         12          presuppositions on what to expect because

         13          that's the first negative test I've ever

         14          witnessed.

         15               Q.   Fair enough.   

         16                         MS. KARIS:

         17                                   I have nothing further.  Thank you. 

         18                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         19          BY MR. WHEATLEY:
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         20               Q.   Mr. Lambert, what was your normal work

         21          schedule -- two weeks on, two weeks off?

         22               A.   That's correct.  

         23                    MR. WHEATLEY:

         24                                   Okay.  Thank you. 

         25                    CAPT. NGUYEN:
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          1                                   Transocean.

          2                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          3          BY MR. KOHNKE:

          4               Q.   Good afternoon, Mr. Lambert.

          5               A.   Good afternoon.

          6               Q.   You had mentioned an investigation, and

          7          you gave it a name, Bly?  Is that B-L-Y?  Is

          8          that the name you gave it?

          9               A.   That's my understanding of what they're

         10          calling the investigation, yes.

         11               Q.   Okay.  Do you know what that name

         12          connotes, why it got that name, any of

         13          those  

         14               A.   I have no idea.

         15               Q.   Okay.  You indicated that you were

         16          interviewed at your home for two to two-and-a-

         17          half hours?

         18               A.   Correct. 

         19               Q.   And by whom were you interviewed?
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         20               A.   I can't recall their names off the top

         21          of my head.

         22               Q.   Were they identified by you, at least

         23          thought to be by you to be employees of BP?

         24               A.   Yes.

         25               Q.   Okay.  Were they lawyers?
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          1               A.   Not that I'm aware.

          2               Q.   Okay.  And you said that they took

          3          notes, and I believe the notes have been

          4          referred to, but was there a recording device

          5          used during this interview?

          6               A.   No, there was not.

          7               Q.   Okay.  And each of them took notes?

          8               A.   That's correct. 

          9               Q.   And at the end, did they read their

         10          notes to you, or show them to you, ask you to

         11          sign anything?

         12               A.   They did not.  I only received my notes

         13          recently from my attorney.

         14               Q.   Okay.  And when you received them from

         15          your attorney recently, that would have been

         16          approximately how many days ago?

         17               A.   Four days.

         18               Q.   And when you received them obviously

         19          you looked at them, you wanted to see what
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         20          they, what they recorded, correct?

         21               A.   That's correct.

         22               Q.   Did you see anything in those notes

         23          that you felt was inaccurate?

         24               A.   I saw some things that I disagreed with

         25          the wording on.  I didn't think anything was
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          1          grossly inaccurate, no.

          2               Q.   Okay.  Can you identify in particular

          3          what you disagreed with in terms of the

          4          wording used?   

          5                    MR. CASTAING:

          6                                   And let the record reflect that he

          7                    does not have the notes in front of

          8                    him, so if he leaves something out, you

          9                    know, he reserves the right to add that

         10                    later if necessary.    

         11                    MR. KOHNKE:

         12                                   Understood.    

         13                    MR. CASTAING:

         14                                   Okay. 

         15                         THE WITNESS: 

         16                                   Just off the top of my head, one of

         17                    the things that I can recall is that it

         18                    said in one of the person's notes that

         19                    I talked people off of the handrails
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         20                    from jumping.  I don't recall it in

         21                    that way.  That's their interpretation

         22                    of me saying "Don't jump."  I don't

         23                    believe that constitutes talking people

         24                    down from the handrails.      

         25          BY MR. KOHNKE:
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          1               Q.   Okay.  Anything else that you can think

          2          of today?

          3               A.   Not at this time without going through

          4          the notes.

          5               Q.   All right.  Now, you were asked earlier

          6          about a task-specific THINK plan, and you were

          7          asked who presented it, who did the talking,

          8          and I think you indicated, your recollection

          9          was that it was a shared, the moderators were

         10          shared by presumably BP and M-I SWACO; is that

         11          what you said?

         12               A.   I would say it was shared between

         13          Transocean, M-I SWACO and BP, where M-I SWACO,

         14          to my recollection, would give the basics of

         15          what was going to happen, Transocean would

         16          give the main responsibilities of who was to

         17          do what and how to line up, et cetera, and BP

         18          to highlight any additional safety issues that

         19          may have been left out, coordinated to be
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         20          addressed.

         21               Q.   And this is prior to what activity?

         22               A.   I thought you were referring to the

         23          negative test.

         24               Q.   Okay.  So before actually doing --   

         25                    MR. CASTAING:
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          1                                   Let me get a clarification.  Did

          2                    you mean before the negative test or

          3                    before the cement, before they ran the

          4                    cement?    

          5                    MR. KOHNKE:

          6                                   Well, I heard how -- 

          7                         THE WITNESS: 

          8                                   I was confused on that.         

          9          BY MR. KOHNKE:

         10               Q.   Yeah.  Well, I want -- let me be clear. 

         11               A.   All right.      

         12               Q.   Are you referring in your testimony to

         13          task-specific THINK plans to two different

         14          ones, once before the cementing, once before

         15          the negative test?

         16               A.   We did have one before the cementing

         17          and one before the negative test, yes.

         18               Q.   Okay.  Now, with respect to the

         19          negative test, you were attending this THINK
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         20          plan, obviously, you heard it?

         21               A.   Correct.

         22               Q.   Who else from BP, any other well site

         23          leader?

         24               A.   Bob Kaluza.

         25               Q.   Okay.  Did Bob Kaluza speak?
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          1               A.   I wouldn't recall if he did or not.

          2               Q.   Okay.  Do you recall if he said, "No,

          3          no, no, I don't agree with that, that's not

          4          the way me as company man representing BP

          5          wants to have this done," did you ever hear

          6          him say that?

          7               A.   I don't recall him saying that, no.

          8               Q.   Okay.  Would you have concluded, based

          9          on your recollection, was it your conclusion

         10          that everything that was said was okay with

         11          Bob Kaluza? 

         12                    MR. CASTAING:

         13                                   I'm going to object as to the state

         14                    of mind of Bob Kaluza.    

         15                    MR. KOHNKE:

         16                                   No, no, no, Eddie.  I meant it

         17                    backwards.  And I may have said it

         18                    backwards.

         19                                   Was it your conclusion that Bob
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         20                    Kaluza  having not disagreed, not

         21                    changed anything that was said, that he

         22                    was okay with what was going on?   

         23                    MR. CASTAING:

         24                                   Well, I'll let him repeat what Bob

         25                    Kaluza may have said or not said, but
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          1                    not as to this witness's conclusion

          2                    about Bob Kaluza.    

          3                    MR. KOHNKE:

          4                                   Okay.  Is the company man's duty to

          5                    protect the interest of the company he

          6                    represents? 

          7                         THE WITNESS: 

          8                                   It is.         

          9          BY MR. KOHNKE:

         10               Q.   Okay.  This was a well that was

         11          costing, some estimates had been almost a

         12          million dollars a day to drill.  Were you --

         13          did you understand that, or do you understand

         14          that now?

         15               A.   I understood at the time that the

         16          overall spread rate was close to one million

         17          dollars a day, yes.

         18               Q.   And there was a reservoir of oil down

         19          there that we're seeing, or had been seeing,
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         20          come up.  So we know that there was a value in

         21          terms of the reservoir of oil?  That BP would

         22          have expected to want to preserve; isn't that

         23          right?

         24               A.   That's correct. 

         25               Q.   Okay.  And to the extent that anyone is
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          1          drilling a hole to get down to that reservoir,

          2          BP wanted to have a company man there to make

          3          sure it was being done in accordance with BP's

          4          well plan and their own wishes; isn't that

          5          right?   

          6                    MR. CASTAING:

          7                                   I think he can answer what his

          8                    observation was of the duties of the BP

          9                    well man.       

         10          BY MR. KOHNKE:

         11               Q.   Go ahead.

         12               A.   My understanding is that the well site

         13          leader's there to protect the best interest of

         14          the company, but Transocean is there to drill

         15          the well.

         16               Q.   That's right.  And the day the well is

         17          finished, Transocean's gone, but BP's left

         18          with hundreds of millions of dollars worth of

         19          oil, hopefully; isn't that right?
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         20               A.   I suppose it depends on the well.

         21               Q.   So that's why Bob Kaluza's hired and

         22          Bob -- and Don Vidrine is hired, they're hired

         23          to protect BP's interest in the drilling of

         24          this well?   

         25                    MR. CASTAING:
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          1                                   Object to why they're hired.    

          2                    MR. KOHNKE:

          3                                   You know that --    

          4                    MR. CASTAING:

          5                                   Same objection.  He's not going to

          6                    answer that.

          7                    MR. KOHNKE: 

          8                                   Well, do you know as a future

          9                    leader, that a well site leader is

         10                    supposed to protect the interest of the

         11                    company?  Do you know that?   

         12                    MR. CASTAING:

         13                                   You can answer. 

         14                         THE WITNESS: 

         15                                   Yes.      

         16          BY MR. KOHNKE:

         17               Q.   Okay.  And if at any moment a well site

         18          leader, such as Mr. Kaluza, feels that

         19          something's going to be done wrong that would
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         20          jeopardize the best interest of BP, you would

         21          expect him to speak up, wouldn't you, and to

         22          point out what's being done wrong?

         23               A.   Are you asking what I would expect him

         24          to do or what he would do?

         25               Q.   What a company man is supposed to do.
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          1               A.   Yes.

          2               Q.   Okay. And you didn't hear him speak up

          3          during this discussion?

          4               A.   Not to my recollection, no.

          5               Q.   Okay.  And of course, you indicated

          6          afterwards you had a conversation with the

          7          other well site leader, Mr. Vidrine, who

          8          indicated that the well -- the test was good

          9          and they were going to continue with

         10          displacement?

         11               A.   That's correct. 

         12               Q.   And displacement would not have started

         13          if that test had not been good in the opinion

         14          of BP?  

         15                    MR. CASTAING:

         16                                   That's a hypothetical question. 

         17                    He's not going to answer.    

         18                    MR. KOHNKE:

         19                                   Okay.  I don't think it is a
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         20                    hypothetical question.      

         21          BY MR. KOHNKE:

         22               Q.   It would be an unsafe practice, would

         23          it not be, to start displacing this well

         24          without a good negative test first being

         25          achieved?
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          1               A.   I wouldn't have the experience to

          2          answer that.

          3               Q.   Okay.  There had been a good positive

          4          test earlier that you were aware of; isn't

          5          that correct?

          6               A.   To my satisfaction, correct, but I

          7          never heard any other remarks of whether it

          8          was good from other people.

          9               Q.   Are you aware that MMS requires a

         10          positive test before displacement?

         11               A.   I am aware, yes.

         12               Q.   Okay.  And displacement occurred, so

         13          one would infer that the positive test was not

         14          only good in your judgment, was good in other

         15          judgments?

         16               A.   Logically, that would make sense, yes.

         17               Q.   You were asked about something else let

         18          me ask you about.  How many chairs are there

         19          in the driller's shack?
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         20               A.   To the best of my recollection, there

         21          are five chairs.

         22               Q.   So if six people were in the driller's

         23          shack, there's only standing room left; isn't

         24          there?

         25               A.   Technically, yes.
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          1               Q.   Okay.  I wanted to clear that up. 

          2          There seemed to be some confusion about that. 

          3          Thank you.

          4                    Is cement intended to be a barrier to

          5          flow?

          6               A.   Yes.  But again, I am a trainee, I'm

          7          not an expert on this, but --

          8               Q.   Okay.  In the five --

          9               A.   -- in my opinion it is.

         10               Q.   In the five wells you were involved in,

         11          was cement -- were those wells cemented?

         12               A.   They were.

         13               Q.   Okay.  And do you understand that API

         14          says in there manual that bottoms-up should be

         15          -- circulation of bottoms-up should be

         16          achieved before a cementing job begins?   

         17                    MR. CASTAING:

         18                                   That's beyond his expertise, 

         19                              and --   
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         20                    MR. KOHNKE:

         21                                   We'll let's find out, Eddie.   

         22                    MR. CASTAING:

         23                                   Well, no, no, no, no, because

         24                    you're asking him his opinion of a

         25                    regulation, he's not a lawyer, he's not
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          1                    even a regulatory person, so.    

          2                    MR. KOHNKE:

          3                                   Well, I don't -- listen carefully,

          4                    I don't want you to interpret the

          5                    regulation, I just want to ask you, are

          6                    you aware of a regulation?  Okay?  Are

          7                    you aware that API recommends

          8                    circulating bottoms-up before

          9                    beginning a cement job?  

         10                    MR. CASTAING:

         11                                   Assuming that's what it says,

         12                    because we don't have it in front of

         13                    us, and I've never read it.     

         14                    MR. KOHNKE:

         15                                   Neither have I, but I've been told

         16                    that, and so go ahead. 

         17                         THE WITNESS: 

         18                                   I'm not aware that they recommend a

         19                    full circulation.          
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         20          BY MR. KOHNKE:

         21               Q.   Okay.  Is it a good idea in your

         22          judgment to circulate bottoms-up before

         23          cementing?      

         24                    MR. CASTAING:

         25                                   Objection, asking for his opinion.  
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          1                    MR. KOHNKE:

          2                                   Okay.  Yes, what is your opinion?

          3                    MR. CASTAING:

          4                                   No, no, he's not going to answer

          5                    that. 

          6                    MR. KOHNKE:

          7                                   Oh, I thought you were just going

          8                    to object -- 

          9                    MR. CASTAING:

         10                                   No.    

         11                    MR. KOHNKE:

         12                                   -- you're going to instruct him. 

         13                    All right. 

         14                    MR. CASTAING:

         15                                   I don't have a judge here to order

         16                    your answers, so I'm going to take

         17                    advantage.   

         18                    MR. KOHNKE:

         19                                   I understand.  I've done the same.  
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         20                                   Can you think of any good reason

         21                    not to circulate bottoms-up before

         22                    cementing? 

         23                    MR. CASTAING:

         24                                   Objection --

         25                    MR. KOHNKE:
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          1                                   I'm not, I'm not asking for his

          2                    opinion, I'm asking if he knows of any

          3                    good reasons not to.  

          4                    MR. CASTAING:

          5                                   No.     

          6                    MR. KOHNKE:

          7                                   Come on, Eddie, give me that one. 

          8                    MR. CASTAING:

          9                                   That requires expertise.    

         10                    MR. KOHNKE:

         11                                   So he has, you don't have it on --

         12                    let me ask the witness.

         13                                   Do you have, without giving the

         14                    answer, do you have enough expertise to

         15                    answer if there's a good reason not to

         16                    circulate before cementing? 

         17                    MR. CASTAING:

         18                                   Answer it. 

         19                         THE WITNESS: 
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         20                                   There is, if you have complete

         21                    losses. 

         22          BY MR. KOHNKE:

         23               Q.   If you have losses?

         24               A.   That's correct. 

         25               Q.   Okay.  The losses you're talking about
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          1          are losses into the formation, right?

          2               A.   That's correct. 

          3               Q.   Now, this well had losses before,

          4          didn't it?  While drilling down at the

          5          production zone, at the hydrocarbon zone, they

          6          experienced some losses of circulation; isn't

          7          that right?

          8               A.   I vaguely remember some losses, yes.

          9               Q.   Okay.  Now losses, those were losses of

         10          mud, weren't they?

         11               A.   That's correct. 

         12               Q.   Okay.  Now when you cement, the

         13          formation doesn't know whether it's mud or

         14          cement, you can lose cement just as easy as

         15          you can lose mud; isn't that right?   

         16                    MR. CASTAING:

         17                                   I'm going to let him answer it.     

         18                    MR. DYKES:

         19                                   Hang on, just hang on, one
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         20                    question.  In your experience on land

         21                    operations -- 

         22                    MR. CASTAING:

         23                                   That's better.         

         24                    MR. DYKES:

         25                                   -- when you're cementing a well, is
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          1                    it a good practice to circulate

          2                    bottoms-up? 

          3                         THE WITNESS: 

          4                                   Yes.       

          5                    MR. DYKES:

          6                                   It is? 

          7                         THE WITNESS: 

          8                                   As long as, assuming you have

          9                    circulation and you can circulate

         10                    without losses.      

         11                    MR. DYKES:

         12                                   Without losses.  So what other

         13                    times would you not cement -- circulate

         14                    first before cementing your casing? 

         15                         THE WITNESS: 

         16                                   I don't have enough experience to

         17                    say that I know of any other times that

         18                    you wouldn't circulate.      

         19                    MR. DYKES:
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         20                                   So in your limited experience on

         21                    land, drilling the five limited wells

         22                    that you have, you've always circulated

         23                    bottoms-up prior to cementing? 

         24                         THE WITNESS: 

         25                                   I can't say from memory whether we
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          1                    circulated bottoms-up, but, yes, in

          2                    general, you would circulate at least

          3                    bottoms-up.         

          4                    MR. DYKES:

          5                                    Okay.  Thank you.     

          6                    MR. KOHNKE:

          7                                    That's it.  Thank you. 

          8                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          9                                   Anadarko/MOEX Offshore.  

         10                    MR. CASTAING:

         11                                    Do you need a break? 

         12                         THE WITNESS: 

         13                                    I wouldn't mind.

         14                    MR. CASTAING:

         15                                   Captain? 

         16                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         17                                   Yes. 

         18                    MR. CASTAING:

         19                                   The witness would like a break. 
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         20                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         21                                   All right.  We'll take a ten minute

         22                    break. 

         23                    MR. CASTAING:

         24                                   Thank you. 

         25                    CAPT. NGUYEN:
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          1                                   Be back at 4:25.

          2          (Whereupon, a short break was taken off the

          3          record.)

          4                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          5                                   Mr. Lambert, you are reminded that

          6                    you are still under oath. 

          7                         THE WITNESS: 

          8                                   Yes, sir. 

          9                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         10                                   Thank you.  

         11                    MR. CASTAING:

         12                                   One moment, counsel, please.  

         13                                   Captain Nguyen and members of the

         14                    Board, I certainly meant no disrespect

         15                    when I was having a light moment with

         16                    my old friend, Ned Kohnke.  I fully

         17                    realize that Captain Nguyen is the

         18                    judge of this Panel, and I consider all

         19                    of you judges of this Tribunal with
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         20                    plenary authority, full authority, and

         21                    that was just sort of a light moment

         22                    between Mr. Kohnke and myself. 

         23                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         24                                   Well, Mr. Kohnke called me judge, a

         25                    judge but I understand, you know. 
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          1                    Let's move.  

          2                    MR. CASTAING:

          3                                                       Thank you.          

          4                              E X A M I N A T I O N

          5          BY MS. KUCHLER:

          6               Q.   Good afternoon.  My name is Deb

          7          Kuchler.  I represent Anadarko and MOEX

          8          Offshore. 

          9                    You told us that it takes about

         10          fourteen months to get through training for

         11          the well site leader position, right?

         12               A.   That's the scheduled time period,

         13          assuming you pass the assessment.

         14               Q.   Sure.  And you're now at least halfway

         15          through, aren't you?

         16               A.   Correct. 

         17               Q.   And are you proceeding along schedule

         18          to where you think that at the end of the

         19          fourteen months you'll be ready to take the
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         20          test and move on?

         21               A.   You would have to speak to my boss

         22          about that.  I have no idea.

         23               Q.   Have you been given any indication that

         24          you're not going on schedule to complete it in

         25          fourteen months?
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          1               A.   I have not.

          2               Q.   Okay.  So in just a few months from now

          3          you hope to be in a position to move into the

          4          slot of well site leader; is that right? 

          5               A.   I'll be titled the "well site leader"

          6          and still work under the guidance of more

          7          experienced well site leaders.

          8               Q.   But you won't be a trainee anymore?

          9               A.   That's correct. 

         10               Q.   And when you work under the guidance of

         11          a more experienced well site leader, will you

         12          still have occasion to be the person in charge

         13          on a ship?

         14               A.   I would to some extent, yes.

         15               Q.   Okay.  So you have not yet taken the

         16          test that you told us about?

         17               A.   I have not.

         18               Q.   Okay.  You don't take that until the

         19          very end?
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         20               A.   That's correct. 

         21               Q.   As part of your training, have you been

         22          to well control school?

         23               A.   I have.

         24               Q.   Okay.  Let's talk first about whether

         25          you've been to well control school for onshore
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          1          well control.

          2               A.   I have.

          3               Q.   How many times have you been to well

          4          control school for onshore?

          5               A.   Twice.

          6               Q.   When did you go to the first one?

          7               A.   August 2007, if I recall correctly.

          8               Q.   Where was it held?

          9               A.   In Lafayette, Louisiana.

         10               Q.   Who teaches it?

         11               A.   Randy Smith.

         12               Q.   Who's he with?

         13               A.   It's, Randy Smith is a school.

         14               Q.   Oh, it's a school.

         15               A.   Correct. 

         16               Q.   Okay.  How long does the school last?

         17               A.   It's a one-week class.

         18               Q.   And is there a test at the end?

         19               A.   There is.
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         20               Q.   Did you take it?

         21               A.   I did.

         22               Q.   Did you pass it?

         23               A.   I did.

         24               Q.   The first time?

         25               A.   Yes.
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          1               Q.   And when was the second time you went

          2          to onshore well control school?

          3               A.   July 2009.

          4               Q.   So that was last year?

          5               A.   Correct. 

          6               Q.   And was it again at the Randy Smith

          7          school?

          8               A.   It was.

          9               Q.   In Lafayette?

         10               A.   Correct. 

         11               Q.   For one week?

         12               A.   Correct. 

         13               Q.   Did you take a test at the end?

         14               A.   I did.

         15               Q.   And did you pass it the first time?

         16               A.   I did.

         17               Q.   All right.  Now in onshore well control

         18          school, did you learn about the application of

         19          pressure on the drill pipe if you're not

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (763 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:23 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20          pumping?

         21               A.   In what sense do you mean?

         22               Q.   Tell me what you learned in well

         23          control school about putting pressure on the

         24          drill pipe if you're not pumping.

         25               A.   I'm not sure I understand your
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          1          question.

          2               Q.   Can you tell me what you learned at

          3          well control school about the application of

          4          pressure on the drill pipe when you're not

          5          pumping?  That doesn't make sense to you?

          6               A.   That doesn't make sense to me, no,

          7          ma'am.

          8               Q.   Can you tell me what a kick is?  Did

          9          you learn that in well control school?

         10               A.   Yes.  Influx of fluids into the

         11          wellbore unplanned.

         12               Q.   Now, is there a difference between well

         13          control school for onshore versus offshore?

         14               A.   Yes.

         15               Q.   Have you been to well control school

         16          for -- as an offshore deepwater training?

         17               A.   Yes.

         18               Q.   How many times?

         19               A.   Once.
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         20               Q.   When was that?

         21               A.   I believe it was in February of 2010.

         22               Q.   Just a few months ago?

         23               A.   That's correct.

         24               Q.   And where was that school held?

         25               A.   Wild Well control in Houston.

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (766 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:23 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      384

          1               Q.   How long did it last?

          2               A.   One week.

          3               Q.   And was there a test at the end?

          4               A.   There was.

          5               Q.   Did you take it?

          6               A.   Yes.

          7               Q.   Did you pass it?

          8               A.   Yes.

          9               Q.   The first time?

         10               A.   Yes.

         11               Q.   What were the appreciable differences

         12          between what you learned in the offshore

         13          deepwater well control training from what you

         14          learned in the onshore training?

         15               A.   There's quite a few differences, but in

         16          general that you would have subsurface stack

         17          and have to take into account the friction

         18          pressures in your choke and kill lines when

         19          killing a well.
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         20               Q.   Do you have plans to go back to well

         21          control school for offshore deepwater issues?

         22               A.   When my certification expires, yes.

         23               Q.   How long does a certification last?

         24               A.   Two years.

         25               Q.   And who certifies you?
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          1               A.   Wild Well Control.

          2               Q.   Do you still hold a certification for

          3          onshore?

          4               A.   I do.

          5               Q.   And who certifies you for that?

          6               A.   The certification from Wild Well

          7          Control covers surface stacks and sub-service

          8          stacks.

          9               Q.   Now, you said earlier that you observed

         10          the casing job.  Do you know who performed

         11          that casing job?

         12               A.   With regard to running the casing?

         13               Q.   Yes.

         14               A.   Transocean, with the assistance of

         15          Weatherford, if I remember correctly, and

         16          their tubular running service.

         17               Q.   And other than observing it, did you

         18          have any role to play in it?

         19               A.   I do not.
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         20               Q.   Were there any problems with the casing

         21          job that was done before the 9-7/8ths by 7-

         22          inch cement job?

         23               A.   Not that I recall.

         24               Q.   You mentioned earlier that the notes

         25          you reviewed from the interviews taken by the
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          1          folks from BP on April 29th were -- you

          2          disagreed with some of the wording, but by and

          3          large it was accurate.  I would like to go

          4          through some of the key parts of these notes

          5          and ask you whether this particular

          6          information is accurate or not.  Okay?  And

          7          I'm mainly interested in when you observed the

          8          negative test.

          9                    It says, "Displaced drill pipe, closed

         10          bag, 2350 psi on the drill pipe with 1200 psi

         11          on the kill line."  Is that how you recall it?

         12               A.   That sounds accurate, yes.

         13               Q.   "Bled 25 barrels off drill pipe to

         14          1200."  Does that sound accurate? 

         15               A.   Correct, to equalize across the kill

         16          line and the drill pipe.

         17               Q.   And then they opened the kill valve?

         18               A.   That's correct.

         19               Q.   And when they did that the kill line
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         20          pressure dropped to 700"; is that right?

         21               A.   I don't recall the exact pressure.

         22               Q.   Can you tell me approximately, does 700

         23          sound like the general range?

         24               A.   In general, probably close to it, yes.

         25               Q.   Okay.  "And at the same time, the drill
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          1          pipe increased to 1700 psi."  Does that sound

          2          generally accurate?

          3               A.   In general, yes.

          4               Q.   I understand that you're not going to

          5          remember these pressures to the digit.

          6               A.   Right.

          7               Q.   But I'm just asking for an estimate or

          8          an approximation.

          9               A.   Correct. 

         10               Q.   "Then the drill pipe was bled"; is that

         11          right?

         12               A.   I don't recall the next steps or

         13          sequence of steps, no.

         14               Q.   Was it believed that heavy fluid was in

         15          the kill line at that point?

         16               A.   There was discussion that residual mud

         17          on the walls of the kill line could increase

         18          the weight of the mud or the fluid in the kill

         19          line causing a U-tube effect up the drill
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         20          pipe.

         21               Q.   So you took the drill pipe, or they

         22          took the drill pipe and the kill line to zero;

         23          is that right? 

         24               A.   As I said, I don't recall the exact

         25          steps.
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          1               Q.   Does that sound generally correct? 

          2          When you reviewed your notes and you saw this

          3          sequence, did it stand out to you as

          4          incorrect?

          5               A.   It did not.

          6               Q.   Okay.  "And that the total volume bled

          7          was 65 barrels."  Do you recall that?

          8               A.   That is an estimate.

          9               Q.   Can you tell us how many times it was

         10          bled off, and how much fluid was bled each

         11          time?

         12               A.   I cannot.

         13               Q.   Can you tell us generally?

         14               A.   I couldn't tell you generally.  There

         15          were several bleed offs, different amounts of

         16          fluid each time.

         17               Q.   It then says, "Opened lowered kill

         18          valve, 1200 to 1400 psi on the drill pipe, not

         19          sure which."  Does that sound correct?
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         20               A.   Correct. 

         21               Q.   "Zero on the kill line at that point." 

         22          Is that --

         23               A.   Correct.

         24               Q.   -- right?  

         25               A.   Correct.
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          1               Q.   "So you asked the toolpusher, Jason,

          2          and the company man, Bob, where the pressure

          3          was coming from."  Do you recall that?

          4               A.   Recall asking for my own personal

          5          knowledge, yes.

          6               Q.   Sure, because you're, you're role out

          7          there was to learn about what these kinds of

          8          procedures were and how they were done; is

          9          that right? 

         10               A.   That's correct. 

         11               Q.   So you would have been watching with

         12          great interest and asking questions so that

         13          you could learn?

         14               A.   That's correct. 

         15               Q.   And this is when they told you that

         16          they thought the kill line had U-tubed to the

         17          drill pipe, in that discussion?

         18               A.   I believe that discussion about the

         19          U-tubing was prior, when there were -- I
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         20          believe you said 1700 on the drill pipe and

         21          700 on the kill line.

         22               Q.   Okay.  "And they attempted to fill the

         23          kill line, but it pressured it up, it

         24          pressured back up right away."  Do you

         25          remember that?
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          1               A.   That's correct. 

          2               Q.   "They opened the kill and no fluid was

          3          back.  They lined up on the trip tank with the

          4          drill pipe at 1400 psi."  Is that how you

          5          remember it?

          6               A.   I don't recall that, but it doesn't

          7          stand out in my notes as to being incorrect,

          8          no -- or the Bly notes, I'm sorry, they're not

          9          my notes.

         10               Q.   I understand.  These notes say that

         11          "the toolpusher, Jason, said that this was

         12          probably caused by the bladder effect, where

         13          the annular element would transmit pressure

         14          and that this was normal since the kill line

         15          was open, but this did not make sense."  Is

         16          that true, that that didn't make sense to you

         17          at the time he explained it? 

         18                         MS. KARIS:

         19                                   Objection.  This is not verbatim --
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         20                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         21                                   Right.  And maybe I'm wrong, but I

         22                    think counsel was -- already stated

         23                    that, that it's not a confirmation of

         24                    the accuracy of the document that she

         25                    reading, but the information that he
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          1                    passed on to the witness. 

          2                         MS. KARIS:

          3                                   Captain, I guess what I'm saying is

          4                    that it's not even an accurate reading

          5                    of the notes -- whether this witness

          6                    actually used these words.  

          7                         MS. KUCHLER:

          8                                   I'm merely using the notes to ask

          9                    the witness if these facts are correct

         10                    or if he remembers them.  I'm not in

         11                    any way trying to put these words into

         12                    his mouth.  I understand that these are

         13                    not his exact words. 

         14                         MS. KARIS:

         15                                   -- words of the notes. 

         16                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         17                                   Right.  Do we have a copy of the

         18                    notes in the record? 

         19                         MR. MATHEWS: 
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         20                                   I have a copy, but they're severely

         21                    marked up with my own notes.  

         22                    MS. KUCHLER:

         23                                   Would it satisfy the objection if I

         24                    read it word for word from the notes? 

         25                    I'd be happy to do that.  
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          1                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          2                                   I would say that if you could not

          3                    refer to the notes and just ask your

          4                    question, you know.  You can refer to

          5                    the notes and ask -- to formulate your

          6                    question but not use the notes as the

          7                    basic -- under the impression that Mr.

          8                    Lambert is confirming the accuracy of

          9                    the note.      

         10                    MR. DYKES:

         11                                   Just for everybody's information,

         12                    we're going to get a copy of these

         13                    notes to Mr. Lambert to let him read,

         14                    make any necessary corrections that he

         15                    needs to make and submit those back to

         16                    the Board, and those will be

         17                    redistributed.    

         18                    MR. CASTAING:

         19                                   Well, so I have this clear.  You're
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         20                    going to ask him to read these over and

         21                    make any changes he thinks needs to be

         22                    made for accuracy?      

         23                    MR. DYKES:

         24                                   Well, it's obvious he did not get a

         25                    copy of them, or did he?. 
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          1                    MR. CASTAING:

          2                                   They're right here.  He said he saw

          3                    them four days ago and has read them.   

          4                    MR. DYKES:

          5                                   Okay.  Are they accurate? 

          6                    MR. CASTAING:

          7                                   Well, he --      

          8                    MR. DYKES:

          9                                   I mean, you know as well as anybody

         10                    when we do the transcripts they're not

         11                    always accurate, so we're taking notes

         12                    from someone that interviewed him.  So

         13                    we're asking him to make sure that

         14                    those interview notes are what he can

         15                    recall from those interviews. 

         16                    MR. CASTAING:

         17                                   Okay.  I think he's already

         18                    answered that, but if you all want to

         19                    ask him that again, it's fine.  But to
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         20                    answer that precisely, he would have to

         21                    read them all over now -- and I have no

         22                    objection --      

         23                    MR. DYKES:

         24                                   No. 

         25                    MR. CASTAING:
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          1                                   -- to ask the question about any

          2                    particular thing and say, "Did you say

          3                    that to the group, I have no objection

          4                    to that.     

          5                    MS. KUCHLER:

          6                                   And that's what I'm trying to do.  

          7                    MR. MATHEWS: 

          8                                   But I think the request that Dave

          9                    is making now is that not to read it

         10                    now, but to read it at your 

         11                              convenience --      

         12                    MR. DYKES:

         13                                   At your convenience --  

         14                    MR. MATHEWS: 

         15                                   And --      

         16                    MR. DYKES:

         17                                   -- and submit those back to the

         18                    Board. 

         19                    MR. MATHEWS:
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         20                                   -- if they're inaccurate.      

         21                    MR. DYKES:

         22                                   Not today, but to take them away

         23                    and read those, because if they're

         24                    inaccurate, then they're not doing us

         25                    any good from an investigative
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          1                    standpoint. 

          2                    MR. CASTAING:

          3                                   That's certainly a reasonable way

          4                    to do it, and if you request us to do

          5                    that, we will, but we also have no

          6                    objection to answering questions that

          7                    are posed about whether he said that to

          8                    the group.  

          9                    MS. KUCHLER:

         10                                   Thank you.      

         11          BY MS. KUCHLER:

         12               Q.   Did you tell the interviewers that it

         13          did not make sense to you what Jason, the

         14          toolpusher, explained about the bladder

         15          effect?

         16               A.   At the time, I had no reason not to

         17          believe that.  In other words, at the time it

         18          did make sense to me.  My lack of experience,

         19          he has had a great deal of experience.  During
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         20          the time of the interview, after learning

         21          things after the incident, it did not make

         22          sense to me.

         23               Q.   Okay.  Why didn't it make sense to you

         24          then?

         25               A.   At the time of the incident or after?
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          1               Q.   After.  When you decided that you

          2          thought it did not make sense, what new

          3          information had you learned and why then

          4          didn't it make sense?

          5               A.   Because the kill line and the drill

          6          pipe are open up to the same annulus so in

          7          theory should see the same pressure.

          8               Q.   And since then have you an opportunity

          9          to study this so-called "bladder effect"?

         10               A.   I have not found any studies on the

         11          bladder effect, no.

         12               Q.   Did you look for them?

         13               A.   Not extensively.

         14               Q.   What -- how did you go about looking

         15          for them?  You said "not extensively," which

         16          indicates that you did look, but just not

         17          extensively.

         18               A.   I Googled it a couple of times.

         19               Q.   And did you find anything on it?
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         20               A.   I did not.

         21               Q.   Did you look in any textbooks on the

         22          subject of drilling or anything like that?

         23               A.   I did not.

         24               Q.   Did you talk to anybody else who might

         25          have more experience with these kinds of

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (792 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:23 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      397

          1          issues to see what they knew about the bladder

          2          effect?

          3               A.   I did not.

          4               Q.   So as we sit here today, does it make

          5          sense or not make sense to you the explanation

          6          that you were given by Jason about the bladder

          7          effect?

          8               A.   The only thing that does not make sense

          9          to me today is that pressure seen on the drill

         10          pipe should also be seen on the kill line.

         11               Q.   And so you really can't, given your

         12          current level of experience or knowledge, tell

         13          us any reason why there should have been 1400

         14          psi on the drill pipe and none on the kill

         15          line?

         16               A.   I couldn't tell you why that would be,

         17          no.

         18               Q.   Later on in the interview, did you tell

         19          the interviewers that Lee -- who was Lee, by
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         20          the way?

         21               A.   I'm Lee.

         22               Q.   You're Lee.  It says, "Lee's opinion on

         23          what happened."  Did you tell them that you

         24          weren't satisfied with the negative test?

         25               A.   I don't recall telling them I wasn't
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          1          satisfied with the negative test.  If I did,

          2          it would have been an after-the-fact.  As I

          3          stated, I had no reason to believe at the time

          4          that there was anything abnormal.

          5               Q.   Can you give us any information on why

          6          such a small volume of cement was pumped on

          7          this well?

          8               A.   I don't recall the volume of cement

          9          that was pumped.

         10               Q.   Do you not recall even approximately

         11          how much?

         12               A.   I don't.

         13               Q.   If I were to tell you that it was

         14          cemented with only 209 sacks, would you be

         15          able to give me any information about -- 

         16                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         17                                   Counselor, I need to interrupt for

         18                    a minute now.   

         19                    MS. KUCHLER:
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         20                                   Sure. 

         21                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         22                                   Mr. Lambert, I mean, he's not --

         23                    from what I understand, he was not set

         24                    up in a position that he makes decision

         25                    while onboard the HORIZON.  So -- and
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          1                    he's not, from my point of view, he's

          2                    not an expert witness.  So limit to

          3                    questions you should be asking him

          4                    based on the facts of his observation. 

          5                    I think that's probably more

          6                    appropriate, and then we -- I'm just --

          7                    don't see where this line of

          8                    questioning goes.  

          9                    MS. KUCHLER:

         10                                   I'll move on. 

         11                    MR. CASTAING:

         12                                   Thank you, Captain.        

         13          BY MS. KUCHLER:

         14               Q.   You told us that there was a discussion

         15          of where the pressure was coming from in the

         16          negative pressure test that involved Mr.

         17          Kaluza and Mr. Wheeler.  Could you give us the

         18          details of that discussion?

         19               A.   I cannot.  I don't recall the details
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         20          of the discussion.

         21               Q.   You don't remember anything about what

         22          Mr. Kaluza said?

         23               A.   I don't.

         24               Q.   Or anything about Mr. -- what Mr.

         25          Wheeler said?
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          1               A.   I don't.

          2               Q.   Are you familiar with the application

          3          that BP filed to modify the permit for the

          4          temporary abandonment procedure?

          5               A.   I wouldn't have anything to do with

          6          that.  I'm not familiar with it.

          7               Q.   You haven't seen it?

          8               A.   I have not.

          9               Q.   So you don't know the order in which

         10          the temporary abandonment procedure was

         11          supposed to be done with respect to when the

         12          negative tests were supposed to done compared

         13          to displacing with seawater?

         14               A.   I do not.

         15               Q.   In your experience, is it fair to say

         16          that not only is the procedure for how to do a

         17          negative test important, but so also is the

         18          timing of when to do the negative test? 

         19                    MR. CASTAING:

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (799 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:23 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20                                   Again, Captain, this is asking for

         21                    his opinion on the timing.  I think

         22                    that's beyond his expertise.  He can

         23                    say what he observed as to the timing. 

         24                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         25                                   Right. 

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (800 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:23 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      401

          1                    MR. CASTAING:

          2                                   But not his opinion on whether it

          3                    was a good timing or a bad timing.     

          4                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          5                                   I agree with that, and if we can

          6                    reference back to, like Mr. Dykes was

          7                    saying, his, you know, experience on

          8                    land-base drilling, he can make, you

          9                    know, make an opinion from -- on that,

         10                    but I think otherwise, I think he's not

         11                    in a position to address. 

         12                         MS. KUCHLER:

         13                                   Well, the reason I ask is because

         14                    he's been to well control school for

         15                    offshore deepwater wells as well, and

         16                    he's in training to run a rig in just a

         17                    few months.  So it seems to me that he

         18                    does have the knowledge and experience

         19                    to answer that question, not in terms

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (801 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:23 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20                    of an expert witness, but just in terms

         21                    of his level of knowledge and

         22                    experience at this point, given his

         23                    training and the experience he does

         24                    have. 

         25                    MR. CASTAING:
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          1                                   Captain, he said that even after he

          2                    completes this training, he will still

          3                    have to work under a well site leader

          4                    with more experience, and what he's

          5                    going to do seven months from now is

          6                    totally irrelevant to what happened

          7                    three months ago.      

          8                    MR. DYKES:

          9                                   I agree.  If you keep your

         10                    questions regarding the well from the

         11                    wellhead down and not from the wellhead

         12                    up, he can answer those questions,

         13                    based on his knowledge and experience. 

         14                    But if you want to ask about subsea and

         15                    riser displacement and everything, he

         16                    doesn't have the knowledge and the

         17                    experience to be able to answer them

         18                    with any, any validity whatsoever.  

         19                         MS. KUCHLER:
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         20                                   Okay.        

         21          BY MS. KUCHLER:

         22               Q.   Well, then, let me ask you this:  Were

         23          you ever on the rig floor during the negative

         24          test when the company man was not present?

         25               A.   No.
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          1               Q.   Were you ever on the cement unit when

          2          the company man was not present during the

          3          cement job?

          4               A.   At some points the company man would be

          5          on the rig floor during the cement job.

          6               Q.   At some points.  Were there some points

          7          where there was no one above you in the line

          8          of authority on the cement unit during the

          9          job?

         10               A.   Just to clarify.  There is a cement

         11          monitor, Halliburton monitor on the rig floor

         12          that the company man can view, so he can see

         13          what's going on from the rig floor.  His

         14          duties take him from the cement unit to the

         15          rig floor, depending on what's going on. 

         16          There's -- if, if at any time I was on the

         17          cement unit without a company man present, I'm

         18          under the tutelage of the cementer.

         19               Q.   So you were at no time ever in charge
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         20          of any of the operations on the rig?

         21               A.   I'm in charge of nothing.

         22               Q.   You said that you did not watch the

         23          float equipment being converted; is that

         24          right? 

         25               A.   Correct. 
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          1               Q.   Is that the kind of operation that as a

          2          trainee you would have wanted to watch, is

          3          that the kind of thing that you were on the

          4          rig to see?

          5               A.   Just depends on the scheduling of it. 

          6          I can't be up twenty-fours a day.

          7               Q.   But you don't have to be on the rig

          8          floor to keep up with what's going on on the

          9          rig; fair?

         10               A.   You're asking me personally?

         11               Q.   Right.

         12               A.   I would say that there are plenty of

         13          monitoring equipment elsewhere, but being on

         14          the rig floor is an important part of keeping

         15          up with what's going on.

         16               Q.   But even if you're in the office, you

         17          can follow what's going on on the rig, is that

         18          right, to some extent?

         19               A.   To some extent.
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         20               Q.   Does BP keep an updated schematic of

         21          the well on the rig?

         22               A.   Yes.

         23               Q.   And did you take the time to study it?

         24               A.   I viewed it.

         25               Q.   What does that mean?
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          1               A.   I wouldn't say I've studied it and know

          2          it by memory.  I would more use it as a

          3          reference.  

          4               Q.   Did you have the authority to shut the

          5          rig down if you thought that a dangerous

          6          condition existed?

          7               A.   Everyone on the rig has the authority

          8          to shut it down if they believe a danger

          9          exists.  

         10                         MS. KUCHLER:

         11                                   Those are all my questions.  Thank

         12                    you. 

         13                         THE WITNESS: 

         14                                   Thanks.  

         15                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         16                                   Thank you, ma'am.   

         17                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         18                                   Okay.  Cameron? 

         19                    MR. JONES:
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         20                                   No questions, Captain. 

         21                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         22                                   Thank you, sir.  Halliburton.  

         23                    MR. GODWIN:

         24                                   Yes, Captain. 

         25                              E X A M I N A T I O N 
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          1          BY MR. GODWIN:

          2               Q.   Good afternoon, Mr. Lambert.  How are

          3          you, sir?

          4               A.   I'm fine.

          5               Q.   Fine.  Mr. Lambert, my name is Don

          6          Godwin, and I represent Halliburton.  I don't

          7          believe we've met before, have we, sir?

          8               A.   No, sir. 

          9               Q.   Nor have we spoken by phone?

         10               A.   No, sir.

         11               Q.   Thank you very much.  I've got a couple

         12          of areas that I want to talk to you about, and

         13          I don't think it'll take very long, but before

         14          I get into those subjects, you had said that

         15          you observed the cement job on the evening of

         16          the 19th of April?

         17               A.   Correct. 

         18               Q.   Okay.  Were you there, did you

         19          physically observe the entire job?

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (811 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:23 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20               A.   I did.

         21               Q.   Okay, sir.  And where were you located

         22          while you observed the job being undertaken?

         23               A.   On the cement unit.

         24               Q.   On the cement unit?

         25               A.   Correct. 
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          1               Q.   Did you leave the cement unit at any

          2          time while the job was being performed?

          3               A.   I can't recall.

          4               Q.   Okay.  I understand.  And who was there

          5          on the cement unit with you?

          6               A.   To the best of my recollection, it was

          7          Vincent Tabler who pumped the job.

          8               Q.   With Halliburton?

          9               A.   That's correct. 

         10               Q.   Okay, sir.  And did you observe any

         11          issues with the cement job while you were

         12          there on the cement unit that evening

         13          observing it being performed?

         14               A.   None.

         15               Q.   Did Mr. Tabler tell you at any time

         16          while he was performing the cement job that he

         17          observed any issues whatsoever with the cement

         18          job?

         19               A.   He did not.
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         20               Q.   Okay.  Well, that evening after the

         21          cement job was concluded, did anyone with --

         22          did anyone on the entire rig tell you that

         23          they thought there were any issues with the

         24          cement job as performed by Halliburton?

         25               A.   They did not.
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          1               Q.   How about the day of the 20th, did

          2          anybody tell you prior to the incident --

          3          we'll go to that point -- that they had --

          4          they thought there was any issue whatsoever

          5          with the cement job?

          6               A.   No, they did not.

          7               Q.   You said you observed -- and I'm not

          8          going to go into the negative test because

          9          you've already been asked about it at

         10          length -- my recollection is, you said you

         11          observed about one-half of the negative test

         12          being performed?

         13               A.   Correct. 

         14               Q.   Okay.  And did you actually participate

         15          in the negative test?

         16               A.   Define what you mean by "participate."

         17               Q.   Well, were you involved in any aspect

         18          of it other than observing?

         19               A.   No, I was not.
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         20               Q.   Okay, sir.  And was the displacement

         21          occurring at the same time as the negative

         22          test?

         23               A.   No.  You have to be shutdown to --

         24               Q.   Okay, sir.

         25               A.   -- perform the negative test.
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          1               Q.   It was not, okay.  Did you observe the

          2          displacement?

          3               A.   I did not.

          4               Q.   Okay, sir.  No part of it?

          5               A.   None.

          6               Q.   Thank you.  Okay.  Now, I believe you

          7          have said that to your knowledge there was not

          8          a full bottoms-up of the well prior to the

          9          cement job.  Did I understand that correctly?

         10               A.   I don't believe I said that.  I said I

         11          don't recall what volume was pumped --

         12               Q.   Okay, sir.

         13               A.   -- cement job.

         14               Q.   Well, to your knowledge, was there a

         15          full bottoms-up done?

         16               A.   I don't recall.

         17               Q.   Okay, sir.  Did you review at any time

         18          the plan for preparing the well for the cement

         19          job?
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         20               A.   With regard to circulation?

         21               Q.   Yes, sir. 

         22               A.   I don't recall seeing a plan.

         23               Q.   Okay.  Well, did anyone discuss with

         24          you that there was a plan to circulate one and

         25          a half times the drill pipe before the cement
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          1          job would be performed?

          2               A.   I don't recall that.

          3               Q.   Okay.  So the number one and a half

          4          times was never discussed in terms of the

          5          circulation, correct?

          6               A.   That's correct. 

          7               Q.   Okay.  Did anyone discuss with you or

          8          in your presence how many barrels will be

          9          circulated during the circulation before the

         10          cement job would be performed?

         11               A.   Not that I recall.

         12               Q.   Thank you, sir.  Now, let's talk about

         13          the, about the mud pits.  And if you know, and

         14          I understand you've said here today that

         15          you're not an expert in many of the items,

         16          areas that you've been asked about, and I'm

         17          certainly not asking you for an expert

         18          opinion, just what you know factually.  Okay? 

         19          You understand that, sir?
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         20               A.   Yes.

         21               Q.   Thank you.  You did say that you had

         22          observed -- was this your only negative test

         23          you'd ever been involved with?

         24               A.   That's correct. 

         25               Q.   Okay.  Well, did you know that during
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          1          the negative test where the mud would be

          2          circulated to?

          3               A.   I was unaware of the pit lineup, if

          4          that's what you're asking.

          5               Q.   Well, did you know that the negative

          6          test, the mud would normally be circulated to

          7          the mud pits, one or more of them?

          8               A.   Yes, I was aware that they would be

          9          circulated to the pits.  This being my first

         10          negative test --

         11               Q.   Right.

         12               A.   -- I was not aware of the lineup of the

         13          pits.

         14               Q.   Okay.  And with regard to displacing

         15          the mud from the riser, do you have any

         16          knowledge about where the mud would normally

         17          be circulated to from the riser during the

         18          negative test?

         19               A.   Again, this being my first negative
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         20          test, I have no knowledge of that, and I was

         21          not involved in the completion of the

         22          displacement.

         23               Q.   Did you have any knowledge, or do you

         24          have any knowledge that the mud was returned

         25          to the pits as -- so as to allow the mud
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          1          loggers to measure the return volumes?

          2               A.   I have no knowledge of that.

          3               Q.   Thank you, sir.  Were you aware that on

          4          the afternoon of April 20, before 5 p.m., that

          5          mud was being taken through the pit, or

          6          through the pits to the boat, the DAMON

          7          BANKSTON?

          8               A.   I'm aware that mud was being

          9          transferred to the boat, yes.

         10               Q.   Did anyone say in your presence or

         11          offer you an explanation why that was being

         12          done?

         13               A.   Not that I recall.

         14               Q.   Okay, sir.  Have you said to anyone at

         15          any time that you believed that shortly after

         16          9 p.m. on the evening of April 20 that you

         17          thought that the, that the well may be coming

         18          in?

         19               A.   Did -- I'm sorry?
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         20               Q.   Have you said anything like that to

         21          anybody?

         22               A.   No.

         23               Q.   Okay, sir.  Have you said to anybody at

         24          any time that shortly after 9 p.m. on April 20

         25          you have since formed the opinion, if in fact
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          1          you have, that the well was flowing?

          2               A.   You're speaking of after the incident?

          3               Q.   Yes, sir, after the incident, and

          4          without getting into your notes, which we

          5          understand that the captain has asked you to

          6          look at those later and to go back and look

          7          and see if there's anything in the notes that

          8          you disagree with -- and I'm not asking you

          9          about the notes here now, I'm just saying,

         10          since the incident, have you told anyone that

         11          you believe that shortly after 9 p.m. on April

         12          20, that you believed the well was flowing?

         13               A.   If you take the notes completely out of

         14          the equation, then no.

         15               Q.   Okay.  Well, do you remember when you

         16          met with three BP folks and notes were taken 

         17          -- and again, I'm not asking you to look at

         18          the notes and go through them, but do you

         19          remember during that interview telling those
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         20          three people who were interviewing you that

         21          you thought that the well was flowing shortly

         22          after 9 o'clock on April 20?

         23               A.   I was shown a strip chart given by the

         24          Sperry mud logging, which is an after-the-fact

         25          data.  You know what a strip chart is?
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          1               Q.   Yes, sir. 

          2               A.   Okay.  I'm not an expert at reading

          3          those, but I told them in my opinion it did

          4          appear that the well was flowing.

          5               Q.   Okay.  Now, was that particular

          6          interview, where you were talking to three

          7          folks with BP, was that the first time that

          8          you had told anybody that you thought that

          9          well was flowing shortly after 9 p.m. on April

         10          20?

         11               A.   Yes.

         12               Q.   Thank you, sir.  When you told those

         13          three folks from BP you thought the well

         14          appeared to be flowing from the strip chart

         15          you saw, did they say anything to you in

         16          return? 

         17                    MR. CASTAING:

         18                                   Objection, Captain.  Object to the

         19                    relevance of what the investigators

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (827 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:23 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20                    would have said back to him.   

         21                    MR. GODWIN:

         22                                   I just want to see what

         23                    explanation, if any, did they say

         24                    anything that perhaps caused him to

         25                    change his mind after seeing the strip
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          1                    chart.  I think it's a relevant

          2                    question, Captain.  If I get a question

          3                    to that, I'll move on to another

          4                    subject. 

          5                    MR. CASTAING:

          6                                   I mean, Captain, he can ask the

          7                    witness if the witness ever changed his

          8                    mind, but as to what the investigators

          9                    said back to him is totally irrelevant

         10                    as to what happened on 4/20, and that's

         11                    why we're here.  

         12                    MR. GODWIN:

         13                                   In other words, where I'm going

         14                    with that, Captain, is, when he said in

         15                    that interview that he thought the well

         16                    appeared to be flowing, was there a

         17                    discussion that ensued with those

         18                    investigators, one or more of them,

         19                    that might have resulted in him
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         20                    changing his position. 

         21                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         22                                   I think the point here, Mr.

         23                    Lambert, did you indicate to anybody

         24                    that you believed the well was flowing

         25                    prior to the casualty, yes or no?  Did
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          1                    you -- 

          2                         THE WITNESS: 

          3                                   No. 

          4                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          5                                   Okay.  So whatever happened

          6                    afterward in terms of investigator

          7                    asking a question to me is 

          8                              irrelevant --  

          9                    MR. CASTAING:

         10                                   Thank you. 

         11                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         12                                   -- and the fact is that he did not

         13                    say that before the casualty.  

         14                    MR. GODWIN:

         15                                   I understand, Captain. 

         16                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         17                                   Yes, sir.  

         18                    MR. GODWIN:

         19                                   Thank you, sir.       

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (831 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:23 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20          BY MR. GODWIN:

         21               Q.   Sir, did you, prior to the incident,

         22          did you form an opinion based on a personal

         23          observation that you thought anything seemed

         24          to be unusual about the negative test? 

         25                    MR. CASTAING:
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          1                                   Captain --

          2                    MR. GODWIN:

          3                                   On the evening of the 20th. 

          4                    MR. CASTAING:

          5                                   I'm going to object to asked and

          6                    answered numerous times.  He's given

          7                    this answer many times, and it's really

          8                    unfair to the witness to keep asking

          9                    him the same question, maybe he'll say

         10                    something different, and we can play

         11                    "gotcha."  So that's already been asked

         12                    and answered.  Besides that, he's not

         13                    an expert.  It's the first time he had

         14                    ever been involved in a negative test. 

         15                    What he thought about that negative

         16                    test is totally irrelevant and a waste

         17                    of time.  

         18                    MR. GODWIN:

         19                                   Well, Captain, I think when you see
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         20                    the notes, and you have, you'll see

         21                    that obviously he did later form an

         22                    opinion that there were issues with the

         23                    negative test, and my question was very

         24                    simply, on the evening prior to the

         25                    incident, while he was out there and
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          1                    observed part of it, was there anything

          2                    at all that he observed unusual.  If he

          3                    gives me an answer to that, I'll move

          4                    on. 

          5                    MR. CASTAING:

          6                                   Captain, he has said many times he

          7                    saw nothing unusual with the cement

          8                    test, he saw nothing unusual with the

          9                    negative test, except the 1400, he

         10                    asked about it, he received an

         11                    explanation.  And I think there were

         12                    other things he was asked, Did he see

         13                    anything unusual, so --      

         14                    MR. DYKES:

         15                                   I do agree.  

         16                    MR. GODWIN:

         17                                   That's fine.  I'll move on.  Thank

         18                    you.       

         19          BY MR. GODWIN:
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         20               Q.   Sir, do you know what the function of

         21          the mud loggers was there on the rig?

         22               A.   They gather data, record it, and

         23          collect samples.

         24               Q.   Okay.  And on the evening, there on the

         25          -- during the day of the 20th, did you observe
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          1          any mud loggers from Sperry there on the rig?

          2               A.   On the rig?

          3               Q.   Anywhere.

          4               A.   Yes.

          5               Q.   Okay.  And did you talk with anyone who

          6          was there who you thought to be a mud logger?

          7               A.   I don't recall having a conversation

          8          with anyone that day.

          9               Q.   Okay.  Do you, do you agree that it is

         10          important to keep the mud loggers informed

         11          about where the mud is going and whether it's

         12          going to the boat?

         13               A.   In my opinion, it would be yes.

         14               Q.   And why is that, sir?

         15               A.   Because they're going to be monitoring

         16          the pit volumes and watching for gains and

         17          losses.

         18               Q.   Okay, sir.  And if they're not informed

         19          about the fact that if there's a change in mud
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         20          going to the boat, that might impact their

         21          ability to monitor those gains and losses,

         22          wouldn't it? 

         23                    MR. CASTAING:

         24                                   Captain, he's asking for a

         25                    hypothetical -- he's asking a
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          1                    hypothetical question -- if and might 

          2                              -- and he should not have to give that

          3                    answer, especially since he's not an

          4                    expert.  

          5                    MR. GODWIN:

          6                                   Captain, it's -- when he says that

          7                    -- go ahead, sir.  

          8                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          9                                   Yes, I agree with counsel.  

         10                    MR. GODWIN:

         11                                   I understand. 

         12                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         13                                   I mean, like I say, he's not

         14                    qualified -- he's not in a position

         15                    make decision, and he's not an expert

         16                    witness.  You can ask him question

         17                    about what did he observe --

         18                    MR. GODWIN:

         19                                   Okay. 
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         20                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         21                                   -- or heard and then he can testify

         22                    to that.       

         23          BY MR. GODWIN:

         24               Q.   Mr. Lambert, did anybody tell you that

         25          the mud logger -- mud loggers had been
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          1          informed at any time prior to the incident

          2          that mud was no longer being taken to the

          3          boat?

          4               A.   No.

          5               Q.   Thank you, sir.  Sir, let's talk

          6          briefly, the last subject, about the

          7          centralizers.  And I believe you said you

          8          didn't know how many were run, correct?

          9               A.   Correct.

         10               Q.   Okay.  And you said you knew that they

         11          were -- did you say that you knew there were

         12          centralizers there on the rig?

         13               A.   I'm aware that there were centralizers

         14          on the rig, yes.

         15               Q.   Okay.  And how did you learn that?

         16               A.   I saw them.

         17               Q.   Okay, sir.  And did you learn how many

         18          there were there on the rig?

         19               A.   I did not count them.

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (841 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:23 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20               Q.   Okay.  And were you a part of the

         21          discussion where a decision was made not to

         22          put those centralizers in the hole?

         23               A.   I was not.

         24               Q.   Okay, sir.  Do you know who made the

         25          decision that the centralizers would not be
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          1          put in the hole that were there on the rig?

          2               A.   I do not.

          3               Q.   Thank you, sir.  No further questions. 

          4                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          5                                   Thank you, sir.  Weatherford.  

          6                              MR. LEMOINE:

          7                                   No, thank you, Captain. 

          8                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          9                                   All right.  That complete round

         10                    one.  Anyone have any questions from

         11                    the PIIs?  Okay.  I see Mr. Mike

         12                    Williams.  Oh, and Mr. Jim Harrell, or

         13                    just one?  Both of you?

         14                              MR. FANNING: 

         15                                   No, not me, Captain. 

         16                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         17                                   All right, sir.  

         18                    MR. PENTON: 

         19                                   A few questions.
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         20                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         21          BY MR. PENTON:

         22               Q.   Good afternoon, Mr. Lambert.

         23               A.   Good afternoon.  

         24               Q.   I'm Ronnie Penton, and I represent Mike

         25          Williams.  I just have a couple.  I don't want
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          1          to get into the weeds, though, with a

          2          statement like others were earlier, so I want

          3          to try to be very much to the point.

          4                    I fully understand that you were a

          5          trainee?

          6               A.   Correct.

          7               Q.   And that you were there, in your words,

          8          "to observe and ask questions for clarity"; is

          9          that correct?

         10               A.   That's correct. 

         11               Q.   All right.  Even though you were a

         12          trainee, you recognized that 1400 psi in that

         13          drill pipe was just something that needed to

         14          be looked at; is that true?

         15               A.   There was discussion about it, and I

         16          asked about it.  I had, like I said, I had no

         17          idea what to expect during the negative test.

         18               Q.   Yes.

         19               A.   One of my questions was, why it was
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         20          there.  I wouldn't say, as I think you're

         21          implying, that something was wrong.  I didn't

         22          recognize that something was wrong.  I

         23          questioned about the pressure on the drill

         24          pipe.

         25               Q.   Well, you did question the pressure on
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          1          the drill pipe, and the toolpusher for

          2          Transocean told you something to the effect

          3          "it was a bladder effect"; is that correct? 

          4               A.   That's correct. 

          5               Q.   All right.  But you did something else,

          6          didn't you?  You actually asked the seasoned

          7          BP well site leader, Bob Kaluza, about this

          8          1400 psi and he told you that he agreed, that

          9          was a problem?

         10               A.   I don't believe I ever said he told me

         11          that he agreed, and he did not tell me

         12          specifically that he agreed.

         13               Q.   Well, sir, there are handwritten notes

         14          here that were made by, my understanding, they

         15          were made by three investigators; is that

         16          correct? 

         17                    MR. CASTAING:

         18                                   Captain, he has not adopted these

         19                    as his own, they're not in his
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         20                    handwriting, he did not author them,

         21                    and he has not signed them.  He has no

         22                    responsibility for those notes.  

         23                    MR. PENTON:

         24                                   Captain, and the reason I, the

         25                    reason I want to ask the question is
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          1                    more so to know the witnesses that are

          2                    required, the witnesses that are

          3                    required for the next hearing in

          4                    Houston if we have to ask these three

          5                    investigators that.  And I want it very

          6                    clear, I'm looking at the notes that

          7                    talks about agreeing, and I know it's

          8                    not his, but I want to make sure of who

          9                    the witnesses need to be to answer

         10                    these questions, and that's the purpose

         11                    of the question.  And so I accept his

         12                    attorney's comment, that he has not

         13                    adopted these notes. 

         14                    MR. CASTAING:

         15                                   He has already answered the

         16                    question, that he does not recall

         17                    saying that Mr. Kaluza agreed. 

         18                    MR. PENTON:

         19                                   Okay.  I accept that.  Let me ask
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         20                    him one more question. 

         21                    MR. DYKES:

         22                                   Hang on.  Before we move further,

         23                    understand that he will receive a copy

         24                    of these notes to correct, if

         25                    necessary, and he will get those back
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          1                    to the Board, and we will distribute

          2                    those to the Parties In Interest.   

          3                    MR. PENTON:

          4                                   Okay. 

          5                    MR. DYKES:

          6                                   Now if your question is, who are

          7                    the three investigators, then I think

          8                    you need to ask, Do you know who the

          9                    three investigators are.   

         10                    MR. PENTON:

         11                                   Well, according, according to the

         12                    things I see in the notes, I have the

         13                    three investigators' names. 

         14                    MR. CASTAING:

         15                                   Yeah.   

         16                    MR. PENTON:

         17                                   Well, let me ask you one final

         18                    question. 

         19                    MR. CASTAING:
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         20                                   And he's already testified he did

         21                    not recall the names.   

         22                    MR. PENTON:

         23                                   Thank you.       

         24          BY MR. PENTON:

         25               Q.   One last question.  Do you recall
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          1          talking to Bob Kaluza after you talked to

          2          Jason Anderson about the 1400 psi in that

          3          drill pipe?

          4               A.   With regard to what?

          5               Q.   With regard to the 1400 psi in the

          6          drill pipe.

          7               A.   I don't recall.   

          8                    MR. PENTON:

          9                                   Thank you, sir.  That's all I have.

         10                    MR. DYKES:

         11                                   I know the answer to this question,

         12                    but I got to ask it for everybody else.

         13                              E X A M I N A T I O N

         14          BY MR. DYKES:

         15               Q.   For land operations, how many negative

         16          tests have you conducted in your career?

         17               A.   Zero.

         18               Q.   Do you do a negative test on land

         19          operations?
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         20               A.   Do not.      

         21               Q.   Okay.  Thank you.  I've got one more

         22          question before we move further.  With respect

         23          to well control, excluding subsea BOP, and

         24          with respect to surface-stack only, is there

         25          any difference between onshore well control
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          1          and offshore well control with a surface

          2          stack?

          3               A.   Let me just be clear.  You're saying,

          4          "offshore well control with a surface stack"?

          5               Q.   Yeah.  The attorney for Anadarko asked

          6          you about well control onshore and you said

          7          you had well control for onshore and then you

          8          had well control for offshore, she asked you

          9          what the difference was and you said it

         10          included a subsea BOP stack?

         11               A.   That's correct.

         12               Q.   Okay.  So with respect to that, and

         13          excluding the subsea, is there any difference

         14          between onshore and offshore well control with

         15          a surface-stack only?  I mean, I'm green to

         16          well control training, so I'm going to ask

         17          that question.  What's the difference in

         18          onshore and offshore if I'm using only a

         19          surface stack?

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (855 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:23 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20               A.   There's none.

         21               Q.   Thank you.   

         22               A.   Let me just, let me just be clear on

         23          that.  You're speaking of like, on a jack-up,

         24          where you have a surface stack?

         25               Q.   Yes.
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          1               A.   Okay.  Then there would be none.

          2               Q.   Correct.  A jack-up, platform rig,

          3          whatever it may be?

          4               A.   Correct.      

          5                    MR. DYKES:

          6                                   Thank you.    

          7                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          8                                   Mr. Lambert, are there any question

          9                    that we didn't ask or any information

         10                    that you would like to provide to us,

         11                    to the Board at this time? 

         12                         THE WITNESS: 

         13                                   No, sir.   

         14                    MR. MATHEWS:

         15                                   We'd like to make a request,

         16                    though, to have the notes reviewed by

         17                    August 7th, and that's BP-HZN-

         18                    MBI00021295 through 21347.  Is that

         19                    what you have, sir? 
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         20                    MR. CASTAING:

         21                                   You know what I would like?  If

         22                    you're talking -- I have a set --   

         23                    MR. MATHEWS:

         24                                     Yes, sir. 

         25                    MR. CASTAING:

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (858 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:23 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

                                                                      430

          1                                    -- and unless I held them side-by-

          2                    side, I wouldn't be sure if it were the

          3                    same.   

          4                    MR. MATHEWS:

          5                                   Okay. 

          6                    MR. CASTAING:

          7                                   Do you have a set you want me to

          8                    take to use as --   

          9                    MR. MATHEWS:

         10                                   Perfect. 

         11                    MR. CASTAING:

         12                                   -- the official set, I'll do that,

         13                    and then we won't run a risk that I

         14                    might not have a complete set.   

         15                    MR. MATHEWS:

         16                                   Fair enough. 

         17                    MR. CASTAING:

         18                                   And let me ask you this.   

         19                    MR. MATHEWS:
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         20                                   Yes, sir. 

         21                    MR. CASTAING:

         22                                   How is -- what is the pleasure of

         23                    the Board, do you want him to handwrite

         24                    that out?  Separate memo?  How do you

         25                    all want this back?   
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          1                    MR. MATHEWS:

          2                                   I would like for him to indicate,

          3                    if he can just strike through, here

          4                    (indicating), and indicate on the

          5                    bottom of the BATES number onto either

          6                    a typed page or handwritten page, just

          7                    strike through whatever he may have and

          8                    make a fresh document, typed or

          9                    handwritten, and correspond it back to

         10                    the Bates number. 

         11                    MR. CASTAING:

         12                                   You mean, to give a new set?   

         13                    MR. MATHEWS:

         14                                   No, no, no, no, no.  Strike through

         15                    whatever he feels is inaccurate. 

         16                    MR. CASTAING:

         17                                   Okay.   

         18                    MR. MATHEWS:

         19                                   And on that Bates number, that's
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         20                    indicated on that page, carry that

         21                    Bates number to a Word document or

         22                    handwritten page and indicate what did

         23                    he strike through and why the change

         24                    was necessary. 

         25                    MR. CASTAING:
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          1                                   Okay.  And what it should be?   

          2                    MR. MATHEWS:

          3                                   Yes, sir. 

          4                    MR. CASTAING:

          5                                   Okay.  But just I want to make

          6                    sure.  Even after he does that, he's

          7                    not adopting it as his own statement,

          8                    he's giving his statement here today

          9                    under oath.   

         10                    MR. MATHEWS:

         11                                   Understand. 

         12                    MR. CASTAING:

         13                                   And he will correct that exhibit.   

         14                    MR. MATHEWS:

         15                                   Fair enough. 

         16                    MR. CASTAING:

         17                                   Okay.  And it'll be used as an

         18                    exhibit, not his statement.   

         19                    MR. MATHEWS:
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         20                                   Yes, sir. 

         21                    MR. CASTAING:

         22                                   Okay.  Thank you.  

         23                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         24                                   Flag State.   

         25                    MR. LINSIN:
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          1                                   Captain, could Mr. Mathews read the

          2                    Bates number again one more time?   

          3                    MR. MATHEWS:

          4                                   Yes, sir.  BP-HZN-MBI00021295, and

          5                    that goes all the way through 21347.   

          6                    MR. LINSIN:

          7                                   Thank you. 

          8                    MR. CASTAING:

          9                                   See, mine, mine isn't in that

         10                    order.  See, mine isn't -- may not be

         11                    in that order.  I'd rather use your

         12                    set.  Okay? 

         13                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         14                                   Mr. Lambert --      

         15                    MR. DYKES:

         16                                   We'll get you a set. 

         17                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

         18                                   Mr. Lambert, if we need for you to

         19                    reappear in front of the Board for

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (865 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:23 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

         20                    additional information, will you make

         21                    yourself available? 

         22                         THE WITNESS: 

         23                                   Yes. 

         24                    MR. CASTAING:

         25                                   Yes, he will. 
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          1                    CAPT. NGUYEN:

          2                                   Okay.  Thank you.  You're

          3                    dismissed. 

          4                                   I have a note here. I think about

          5                    thirty-five minutes ago the Board

          6                    received notification from the counsel

          7                    for the -- we moved one of the witness

          8                    for tomorrow to the next session, Mr.

          9                    Don Winslow, to the session in August,

         10                    so we were down to four witnesses. 

         11                    About thirty-five minutes ago, we

         12                    received notification from the counsel

         13                    for the other four witnesses that they

         14                    have declined to appear voluntarily

         15                    tomorrow, and so because of the

         16          lateness of the notification, we will not hold

         17          hearings tomorrow, and we'll resume the

         18          hearings on Thursday morning at 8 a.m.  Thank

         19          you.
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         20                              *   *   *   *   *   *

         21          (Whereupon, the hearing was adjourned at 5:20

         22          p.m.)

         23          

         24          

         25          
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          1          

          2          

          3          

          4          

          5          

          6          

          7          

          8          

          9          

         10          

         11          

         12          

         13          

         14          

         15          

         16          

         17                          R E P O R T E R ' S   P A G E

         18                    I, DOROTHY N. GROS, Certified Court

         19          Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana,
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         20          the officer, as defined in Rule 28 of the

         21          Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and/or

         22          Article 1434(B) of the Louisiana Code of Civil

         23          Procedure, before who this sworn testimony was

         24          taken, do hereby state on the Record:

         25                    That due to the interaction in the
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          1          spontaneous discourse of this proceeding,

          2          dashes (--) have been used to indicate pauses,

          3          changes in thought, and/or talk overs; that

          4          same is the proper method for a Court

          5          Reporter's transcription of proceeding, and

          6          that the dashes (--) do not indicate that

          7          words or phrases have been left out of this

          8          transcript;

          9                    That any words and/or names which could

         10          not be verified through references material

         11          have been denoted with the phrase

         12          "(phonetic)".

         13          

         14          

         15                       __________________________________

         16                                DOROTHY N. GROS, CCR

         17          

         18                              C E R T I F I C A T E

         19          
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         20                    I, Dorothy N. Gros, Certified Court

         21          Reporter, in and for the State of Louisiana,

         22          authorized by the laws of said State to

         23          administer oaths and to take the depositions

         24          of witnesses, hereby certify that the

         25          foregoing matter was taken before me at the
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          1          time and place herein above stated; the matter

          2          being reported by me and thereafter

          3          transcribed under my supervision; that the

          4          foregoing pages contain a true and correct

          5          transcription of the matter as thus given to

          6          the best of my ability and understanding.

          7          

          8                    I further certify that I am not of

          9          counsel nor related to any of the parties to

         10          this cause, and that I am in no wise

         11          interested in the result of said cause.

         12          

         13          

         14          

         15          

         16                        _________________________________

         17                                 DOROTHY N. GROS, CCR

         18   

         19   
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         20   

         21   

         22   

         23   

         24   

         25   

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (874 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:24 PM]



file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt

file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt (875 of 875) [08/10/2010 2:30:24 PM]


	Local Disk
	file:////d08ms-yeunoslb3/Unitshares/Hearing_records/Transcripts/Session_3_19-23Jul10/7-20-10.txt


