
Lessons Learned

MONKEY BOARD ACCIDENT 
 

 

The drill pipe needed to be pulled out of the hole on a jack-up drilling rig. The first four stands 
(sections of pipe joined together) were extracted with no difficulty. As the fifth stand was being 
raised, the traveling block made contact with the monkey board and began to lift it. The 
derrickman on the monkey board hollered to the drill floor and grabbed the derrick frame. As 
the traveling block rose past the monkey board and allowed it to drop back to its normal 
position, the four bolts which attached the monkey board to its casters broke. The board fell 86 
feet to the drill floor, where it struck and killed a floor hand. Following the accident, safety 
chains were installed on the monkey board. 

 

The lessons to be learned are self-evident, human carelessness and failure to 
take simple precautions are frequently significant contributing factors to injuries 
and deaths. 
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