
Lessons Learned

UNHEEDED ALARM COSTS LIVES 
 

 

These observations come from a report on a blowout which killed eight individuals: numerous 
false alarms were set off about one week before the blowout. Knowing that repairs were being 
made to the system, some personnel on the platform became conditioned to ignore the alarm. 
Other personnel were unaware of problems with the alarms. "The alarm to abandon the rig 
was verbally passed to everyone in the living quarters. It is unfortunate that a number of 
Individuals (seven) did not immediately respond to it. All of the seven men who were last seen 
alive in the living quarters . . . were in various stages of dressing or collecting personal 
belongings when the explosion destroyed the living quarters. Had they immediately heeded the 
verbal alarm to evacuate they would probably have survived the incident." Other individuals 
who evacuated immediately did survive. One of the individuals killed was last seen on the side 
of his bunk in the process of putting on his shoes. Two others were last seen in their rooms 
carrying on a conversation. The last words of another victim who was last seen in the shower 
were, "They're always wanting us to do something on our time off." 

 

The lessons to be learned are self-evident, human carelessness and failure to 
take simple precautions are frequently significant contributing factors to injuries 
and deaths. 
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