
Lessons Learned

ELECTROCUTION ACCIDENT 
 

 

Two riggers and the rigger foreman on a production platform in the Gulf of Mexico were 
moving an air tugger on the deck with a five-foot-long steel pry bar. After moving the air tugger, 
one of the riggers set the pry bar down on an energized extension cord that ran to an electric 
grinder in an adjacent compartment. The insulation was pierced, and the rigger was 
electrocuted. Efforts to revive him after he was pulled loose from the pry bar with a rubber 
hose were unsuccessful. 

 

The lessons to be learned are self-evident, human carelessness and failure to 
take simple precautions are frequently significant contributing factors to injuries 
and deaths. 
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