
Lessons Learned

EXPENSIVE HANDLING COSTS 
 

 

Reports of injuries to personnel using their hands instead of their heads continue to be 
received by the Naval Safety Center. Violation of standard operating procedures is considered 
the primary cause of these accidents. The following is a sampling of the reports received over 
several months: 

●     A man received third-degree burns while feeling for a steam leak with his hand. 

●     Another man amputated the tip of his index finger when he placed his hand inside the 
spout of an ice cream maker to determine if the machine was jammed. 

●     A sailor was pushing stock into a jointer with his left hand instead of a pushblock when 
the stock was kicked back and the jointer blade amputated two fingers. 

●     When a man attempted to start a compressor motor by pulling on the pulley belt, the 
motor started as planned but too soon for the man to get his hand out of the way. One 
finger, caught between the pulley and belt, was amputated. 

●     When a man did not hear a vegetable chopper running because of ambient noise, he 
reached inside to clean it and sustained deep lacerations and fractures to two fingers. 

●     While using a commercial rust remover, a man disregarded the instructions to avoid skin 
contact and allowed the solution to come in contact with his hand. A severe chemical 
burn resulted. 

●     Another man placed his finger in a bolt hole to align two flanges. The chain fall holding 
one flange slipped causing his finger to be amputated. 

●     And still another case occurred when a watchstander in the after steering compartment 
inserted his finger in the changepin hole of the trickwheel control lever. His finger was 
amputated when the rudder was moved. 
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Lessons Learned

Most human beings are fortunately born with two arms, two hands and 10 fingers. 
Needless accidents which cost even a small part of one finger reduce a man's 
dexterity. Such accidents, however, can be prevented by a little commonsense 
and forethought. Next time you are confronted with a situation which could prove 
"hand hazardous," put your brain in gear before you put your hands in motion�use 
your two eyes and one brain to see and deal correctly with ALL hazards. 
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