
Lessons Learned

ACCOMODATION LADDER MISHAP 
 

 

At sea, prior to arriving in port, a vessel was encountering rough seas, swells average heavy, 
rolling easily with occasional moderate roll. The ship was not taking water on deck prior to or 
after the following described incident: 

Seamen were in the process of rigging the port accommodation ladder. A wire 
strap about 48" long with one end shackled to the gangway bridle and the other 
end to the outboard side of the gangway was used to swing the gangway out. 
While a seaman was on the accommodation ladder attempting to unshackle the 
end of the outboard side of the gangway, a heavy freak swell came over the 
ladder knocking him back against the ship's bulwark where the ladder is normally 
cradled.

 

The Ship's Accident Investigation Committee recommended the use of a hook in 
lieu of the shackle so that a seaman would not have to lean over the outboard 
side of the accommodation ladder in order to remove the strap. 

The rigging of gangways should never be attempted when vessel is shipping seas 
on deck. 

Anytime a seaman is performing work over water�on the accommodation ladder, 
staging, etc., a work vest must be worn to afford protection from drowning in the 
event of a fall into the open water. 

Ship's personnel must make it a habit to use various types of personal protective 
equipment that is available to them whenever the work requires the need for such 
equipment. Don't endanger your life by taking chances. 
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