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United States National Search and Rescue Committee

Working Groups





       Date:  23 July 2009
Terms of Reference

for the 

Satellite Emergency Notification Device Working Group

The National Search and Rescue Committee (NSARC),

Recognizes the proliferation of emergency notification and locating devices using commercial satellite systems, cellular telephones, and Personal Data Assistants which is expected to grow dramatically;

Understands these technologies offer distress alerting to the public, but operate outside of the COSPAS-SARSAT (or any other internationally recognised SAR) system; and while they have the potential to save many lives, this is only possible if they function reliably and the alerts are received by cogent jurisdictional SAR response authorities  
Considering the importance of the need to develop a national coordinated plan to address all pertinent policy and operational issues associated with the proliferation of these devices
Establishes the Satellite Emergency Notification Device Working Group.

The Working Group is tasked to:

1. Develop a standing mechanism that will ensure that new search and rescue alerting and locating technologies can be properly reviewed and integrated with the SAR response system in the United States.  This may include recommendations for policy or regulatory initiatives. 
2. Engage key private sector suppliers of emergency alerting and location services with the objective of:
1. Ensuring their alerting and dispatch service is well-coordinated with the US SAR response system

2. Minimizing public confusion or misrepresentation of what each product/service actually provides, in terms of search and rescue alerting and response
3. Provide operational subject matter experts to RTCM Special Committee 128 to aid in the development of a minimum operating and performance specification for such devices;

4. Provide regular updates to International, other Federal, Tribal, Territorial, State and Local SAR partners.
The Satellite Emergency Notification Device Working Group (SENDWG) shall be comprised of member agencies of the U.S. National Search and Rescue Committee and relevant organizations and equipment manufacturers who can fruitfully contribute to achieving the tasks hereto assigned and shall meet in a timely manner for their proper implementation.
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