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MEMORANDUM

	From:
	Allan C. Knox, Civ       

COMDT (CG-5342)

Michael A. Avila, Civ

Joint Staff,  J-34, JDOMS


	Reply to
Attn of:
	CG-5342

Mr. Knox

(202) 372-2083

	To:

 
	NSARC Secretariat

	Subj:
	NSARC MASS RESCUE WORKING GROUP REPORT

1. ISSUE.  Recommend the NSARC Mass Rescue Working Group be officially closed.

2. BACKGROUND:  The Mass Rescue working group was established by NSARC in 2001 to:
a. Consider and propose how federal MRO coordination at all levels with authorities and organizations outside the federal government might be improved

b. To identify shortfalls and problems with procedures for requesting immediate federal assistance for MROs and for coordinating processing of such requests expediently

c. To make recommendations leading to harmonization and standardization of MROs and related activities

d. Study processes used to identify and task resources available at any level for MRO and coordinate, plan and implement training, documentation, procedures and exercises to improve MRO effectiveness

e. To identify ways to improve federal readiness to quickly and effectively to carry out MROs, including both short term steps and longer term legal, cultural, operational, and technical processes
3. Since the Working Group was chartered the concept of Mass Rescue has been institutionalized and continues to be worked by NSARC and its partner agencies via; the USCG Mass Rescue Operations program, adoption of MRO as one of the USCG 9 major contingencies, addition of MRO sections in the USCG SAR Addendum and Draft Inland SAR Addendum, development and promulgation of the Catastrophic Incident SAR Addendum, re-write of Emergency Support Function #9 to include all hazards SAR, and updates to the National Response Framework.  
4. The work on this important issue will continue but as the group has not met since 17 March 2007 we formally recommend that the NSARC Mass Rescue Working group be officially closed.












