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United States National Search and Rescue Committee 


Date:  21 Apr 2010
Commercial Emergency Notification and Locating Device Working Group                         
NSARC Commercial Emergency Notification and Locating Device Working Group
Interface Control Document
This document is designed to aid commercial search and rescue alerting and locating service providers and device manufactures by providing the basic information required to properly interface with agencies having jurisdictional SAR response authority and/or the National Search and Rescue System. 

1  Contacting Proper SAR Authorities – The Agency Having Jurisdictional Authority (AHJ) for SAR response will vary depending on the type of SAR (Maritime, Aviation, Land) and the location.  If you are using a Public-Safety Answering Point (PSAP) data base you will want to make sure when you contact the PSAP you ask to be connected with the AHJ for Search and Rescue.  If you are dealing with an Aviation, Maritime or foreign SAR Case you will want to contact the respective USAF, USCG or Foreign Rescue Coordination Center (RCC) respectively.  You can locate the correct RCC using the following web site http://www.sarcontacts.com.  This site will provide the correct RCC contact information based on the response location.
  
2 Map Datum – SAR Providers prefer references using World Geodetic System 1984 (WGS 84) or North American Datum 1983 (NAD 83) as these datum are equivalent at scales smaller than 1:5000.
3 Geo-Referencing Coordinates.
Aeronautical/Maritime SAR Responders – (USAF/USCG) - Aeronautical SAR responders use latitude and longitude for SAR response.  The standard Latitude/Longitude format is Degrees, Decimal Minutes (DD° MM.mm’). Latitude is always read and written first noting “North” since the U.S. is North of the Equator. Longitude is always read and written last noting “West” since the U.S. is west of the Prime Meridian. When speaking or reporting Latitude and Longitude use the following: For example, 39° 36.06’N by 76° 51.42’W, should be stated as per the following: “Three nine degrees, three six decimal zero six minutes North by seven six degrees, five one decimal four two minutes West.” The words, “degrees,” “minutes,” and “decimal” must to be spoken.
Land SAR Responders – (State/Local) - Land SAR responders primarily use U.S. National Grid/ Universal Transverse Mercator grid system for SAR Response.   These systems are intended to create a more interoperable environment for developing location-based services within the United States and to increase the interoperability of location services appliances with printed map products by establishing a preferred nationally-consistent grid reference system.  Standard Latitude/Longitude coordinates can be easily converted and relayed in USNG/UTM by using U.S. National Grid Conversion tool available at  http://www.ngs.noaa.gov/TOOLS/usng.shtml
4 Initial information required when contacting SAR Authorities.
a. Your contact information: name, organization, complete call back phone number
b. Reporting source: device type/name, organization, address. complete phone number (s) 
c.  Position: Latitude/Longitude or USNG (See #2 above), time received, how determined, number received, expected updates and frequency.
d. Nature of Emergency or Distress, if known;
e. Actions you have already taken:  
f. Objective information: (can you forward company registration data?):

1. Name
2. Age
3. Gender
4. Survival/emergency equipment in possession 
5. Vessel/Aircraft/Vehicle information
6. Known/report medical issues
7. Emergency Contact data: Name, Relationship, Address, Phone number 

g. Other information you feel is important.
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