USCG Living Marine Resources/Marine Affairs Post-graduate Education Preferred Schools

The following provides a list of schools in the United States that offer Marine Affairs/Policy graduate programs that align with the educational expertise needed within the USCG LMR field. This list is not inclusive, nor does it limit you from exploring other programs. It simply provides guidance on what types of programs are expected and where you can expect to go for your post-graduate education.  If you have other programs that you think may suit the USCG's needs for LMR, please do not hesitate to run them by us here at CG-5314. 

University of Rhode Island - Master of Marine Affairs (M.M.A) 
University of Washington - Master of Marine Affairs (M.M.A.)
Duke University - Master of Environmental Management (M.E.M.) 
University of Delaware - Master of Marine Policy (M.M.P.) 
Texas A&M University - Master of Marine Resource Management (M.M.R.M.) University of California Santa Barbara - Masters of Environmental Science and Management (MESM) 
University of Maine - Master of Science in Marine Policy (M.S.M.P) 

USCG LMR Graduates' Theses and Major Papers

On this page you can find multiple examples of recent theses and major papers completed by USCG officers who have participated in the LMR/MA Advanced Education Program. This page is intended to provide samples of work produced by our graduates and give potential students a general idea of what types of topics have been explored in the past. If any of these topics interest you, please feel free to review and discuss them with us at CG-5314 if you would like further information!

Individual Fishing Quotas: A Possible Solution to Fisheries Management in the Northeast - Brian Fielder (2003)
This paper provides an exploration of IFQ's in various areas and applies the benefits towards an implementation of similar management schemes in the Atlantic Northeast. 

· 796/569/IFQ.PAPER.doc 
Factors Influencing New England Commericial Fisheries Compliance: An Analysis of Social and Enforcement Data - Kristen Bucher (2011)
Utilization of social science data within fisheries management has recently become vital in determining proper methods to incorporate the needs of fishermen within the needs of the environment and ultimately encourage greater compliance in management schemes. However, development of the proper data to use within a social impact assessment proves to be a difficult task. The analysis presented in this paper seeks to identify those social indicators that could help managers determine methods of improving management. 

· 84/700/BUCHER MAJOR PAPER.DOC 
Understanding and Improving Compliance in Federal Fisheries: An Enforcement Agency Perspective - Jeffrey Randall (2004)
Focused specifically on the United States Coast Guard, this thesis merges insights from studies of compliance in fisheries with the studies of regulatory enforcement. Because the level of compliance is closely linked to the probability violations will be detected, several measures to increase both individual inspector and overall agency capacity to detect fisheries violations are identified. Implementing these measures within the United States Coast Guard will increase the probability federal fisheries violations will be detected, increasing the effectiveness of United States Coast Guard fisheries enforcement efforts and raising the level of compliance in federal fisheries to achieve management goals. 

· 897/572/LCDR Randall- final thesis- 1 jun.doc 
Slimming the Mix in the Pacific Northwest Coastal Salmon Fishery - Christofer German (2006)
To protect the weak stocks, fishing effort must be curtailed prior to the capture of the harvestable surplus of healthy stocks. This unharvested surplus is an unnecessary foregone benefit to the coastal communities of Washington, Oregon, and California. This paper proposes a shift from primarily mixed stock management to a regime using a combination of mixed stock and local stock fisheries. 

· 784/54/2006_German_Salmon.pdf 
Quantification and Analysis of Federal Case Law Since 1976: The Case of Federal Implementation of the Fishery Conservation and Management Act - Brad Spear (2001)
Using a case law matrix as the primary research tool, this study quantifies and analyzes critical aspects of decided FCMA cases filed against the Department of Commerce (DOC). The purpose of the research is twofold: 1) to better understand the DOC’s situation in current and future federal fisheries litigation; and 2) to propose actions that may be taken to reduce future problems in fisheries regulation and litigation. 

· 20/80/Thesis1(final2).doc 
The Development of Performance Measures for Fisheries Law Enforcement - Jeffrey Jackson (1999)
This thesis provides a historical background and review of Federal agencies' development of performance measures for effective law enforcement. 

· 155/965/JacksonURIThesisDevelopment of Perf Measures for Fish LE.pdf 
Current U.S. Applications of Vessel Monitoring Systems - Donald Montoro (2002)

This major paper provides an overview of federal agencies' use of VMS data in providing effective means of living marine resources enforcement and researches trends in VMS data usage to discover where it is most effective. 

· 26/313/2002 Montoro - Major Paper.pdf 
Ecosystem Based Fisheries Management: Prospects for New England's Groundfish Stocks - Mike Jarbeau (2011)
This study ivestigates the recent history of New England fishery management in light of increased mandates to consider ecosystem-based schemes, with a review of ecosystem-based management principles and their possible implications on U.S. fisheries management, brief history of U.S. fisheries management, issues in the management of New England groundfish stocks and how EBFM could be implemented in the region. The study provides insight into the future for U.S. and New England fishery management based on ecosystem principles. 

· 134/184/2011 Jarbeau - Major Paper.pdf 
__________________________________________________________________________
Frequently Asked Questions
As a USCG member interested in the Coast Guard's Living Marine Resources/Marine Affairs Program, you are probably full of questions with respect to how the graduate approval process works along with the post acceptance processes to include what schools are acceptable, applying to schools, required paperwork/forms, and general advice.  The following questions and answers will hopefully provide all necessary information you need. If you need further information, please contact one of the following CG-5314 personnel:
LT Kristen Bucher: kristen.n.bucher@uscg.mil or 202-372-2184
LT Meaghan Brosnan: meaghan.h.brosnan@uscg.mil or 202-372-2188
  

What is the purpose behind the Coast Guard’s Living Marine Resources/Marine Affairs post-graduate program? 

The intent of the LMR/MA post-graduate program is to educate officers within a specialized area of public policy that revolves heavily around the USCG’s core mission of Living Marine Resource Enforcement. The Active Duty Officer Postgraduate and Advanced Education Application Guide for AY12 provides ample guidance on the goals and expectations set forth from the program. The course of study prepares graduates for various leadership roles within the CG LMR mission, planning, and operations to include partnering with various marine fishery, sanctuary, and protected species management councils, NMFS/NOAA, and fishing industry. The course of instruction focuses on public policy, fisheries management, ocean and natural resource law and economics, oceanography, and political science related to the management and conservation of the nation’s living marine resources. 

 

What school should I expect to attend if chosen for the program?

Historically, the LMR program has sent selectees to either URI's 1 year program or UW SMA's 2 year program. We are not averse to you considering programs other than UW or URI. The following lists schools that have been considered recently:

· University of Washington School of Marine Affairs 

· University of Rhode Island School of Marine Affairs   

· University of California (Santa Barbara) Bren School of Environmental Science & Management 

· Oregon State University Marine Resource Management Program 

· Duke Nicholas School, Master of Environmental Management 

· University of Delaware, Marine Policy Program 

· University of Maine School of Marine Sciences 

 
See
Where can I find all of the finance, administrative, and accounting forms I will need once selected?

The following website provides links to all of the current documents needed for primary selectees.  It includes the Student Accounting Form, Cost Share Form, Request for Orders, PCS Departing Worksheet, and Claim for Reimbursement.

Coast Guard Personnel Service Center: Officer Personnel Management Division
 

Do I have to pay for any of the tuition or books?

The cap for what we will pay is approximately $11K per year per student. If you are looking at schools in that range, let us know and we can get you the exact number. Anything above that level will be out your pocket. However, it is possible to cover these extra expenses with the GI Bill or scholarships/grants. Speak with a member of CG-5314 or your ESO if you have questions about using the GI Bill for post-graduate education.

Most state schools will be fully covered upon filling out their respective forms regarding students on military orders. Be sure to contact the admissions staff prior to your tuition bill being processed in order to avoid out of state tuition. Books and other school supplies are on your own dime.

 

What types of classes will I take?

The focus of your course of study is fishery management and policy. This should include courses in policy analysis, international regime analysis, natural resource economics, coastal and ocean law (domestic and international), and marine resource management science. You are not prohibited from courses outside this range, but remember you are looking at the nexus of policy, law, economics, social science, and natural science as it applies to living marine resources. We do not expect you to find a school that specializes in it, but remember to consider the implications for enforcement and compliance, as this is the priority of the LMR mission and policy formulation within the Coast Guard.

Prior to being selected by CG-5314 for a specific school you have applied to, you must submit a course of study that outlines the core classes for the major in conjunction with any elective courses you would like to take within the major. CG-5314 reviews this document to ensure you are selecting the appropriate courses that will allow you to graduate on time and that your courses match up with the priorities of the LMR/MA post-graduate program. Based on the course of study and other factors, CG-5314 will assign you a school to attend, pending your acceptance to the institution. 

 

Some schools offer one year and two year programs. How will I know which one to choose?

You will be directed by CG-5314 based upon payback tour billet structure (both ranks and availability) and individual preference, depending on how many people want the one year or two year. Ultimately, the needs of the service will outweigh personal decisions unless deemed otherwise via case by case basis. 

 

What types of payback tours can I expect?

Depending on availability, graduates of the LMR/MA program tend to receive pay back assignments at USCG Headquarters (CG-5314), Regional Fisheries Training Centers (CO), District (DRE), Areas, and have the potential to be assigned to MIFC Intel positions. There are also payback tours avaliable as Coast Guard Liason to the Department of State (LMR). 

CG-5314 reviews the shopping list every transfer season to scope out potential billets for the LMR/MA graduates and advise on what billets are expected to be placed on your e-resume. They work with the relevant detailers to ensure that you will be placed in a proper payback assignment that will help you apply your newly accumulated knowledge in an operational or planning setting. You can place any billet you like on your e-resume, but are required to put the advised positions within your choices. 

 

I have been selected for the LMR/MA post-graduate education program. What is my next step?

Your next step is to review the Active Duty Officer Postgraduate and Advanced Education Application Guide to ensure you fully understand your obligations and requirements for the program. Once you fully commit to the program, you must send in a letter of acceptance, which locks you into the program. 

Start looking at schools to see what program interests you the most. A list of schools with links to their programs is provided on this website under the LMR Graduate Programs tab. Once you select schools, submit a course of study to CG-5314 for approval. This is done to ensure that the course of study is in line with the LMR program needs. This document will also need to have the duration of the program and tuition rate. CG-5314 requires you to apply to at least two schools, usually one of them being URI’s one-year M.M.A. program. Notify CG-5314 before applying to any programs.  

It is your responsibility to turn applications in on time. Up to two application fees can be reimbursed by the USCG. Speak with your ESO if you wish to pursue reimbursement. When you receive notification of your acceptance, inform CG-5314. Based upon your acceptances and needs of the service, we will tell you which school you will attend. 

 

What is my service obligation after graduate school?

There is a minimum active duty obligation of three months for each month of education for the first 12 months and one month for each month thereafter. Service obligation periods commence on the date of graduation, program completion, disenrollment, or the termination of previously incurred obligated service, whichever is later. 
Documents and Resources:

· AY 2012 Active Duty Officer Postgraduate and Advanced Education Application Guide 

 HYPERLINK "https://cgportal.uscg.mil/delivery/Satellite?blobcol=urldata&blobheader=application%2Fmsword&blobheadername1=Content-Disposition&blobheadername2=Content-Transfer-Encoding&blobheadervalue1=attachment%3B+filename%3DCOST+SHARE+TEMPLATE.doc&blobheadervalue2=binary&blobkey=id&blobtable=MungoBlobs&blobwhere=1259779764039&ssbinary=true" Cost Share Agreement Template 

· Request for Orders Template 

· Student Accounting Form 

· Graduate Student OER Template 

· USCGA Request for Transcript 

· Degree Plan Template 

