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Aquatic Nuisance Species 
Program Update 

Visit us on the web! 
www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/mso/bwm.htm 

Continued International Ballast Water Work at IMO 

The Coast Guard will lead 
a delegation of advisors from Fed-
eral agencies and private industry 
to the upcoming Marine Environ-
ment Protection Committee 
(MEPC) and the Subcommittee on 
Bulk Liquids and Gasses (BLG) 
meetings discussing ballast water 
management.   

The fifty-fourth session of 
the Marine Environmental Protec-
tion Committee will meet from 
March 20-24 to adopt guidelines 
to support implementation of the 
2004 Ballast Water Management 
Convention. Specifically, discus-
sion of the Guidelines for ap-
proval and oversight of prototype 
ballast water treatment technology 
programmes (G10) are planned for 
at MEPC 54. In addition, the 
Committee will  review a report 
from the Joint Group of Experts 
on the Scientific Aspects of Ma-
rine Environmental Protection 
(GESAMP) Ballast Water Work-

ing Group.  The Working Group’s 
report will focus on the review of 
the proposals for Guidelines G9, 
known as the Procedure for Ap-
proval of Ballast Water Manage-
ment Systems that make use of 
Active Substances. 

The tenth session of BLG 
(BLG 10) will be held from April 
3-7, and will be discussing addi-
tional guidelines for the Ballast 
Water Management Convention.  
The Sub-committee will progress 

on Guidelines for Ballast Water 
Sampling (G2), Guidelines for 
Risk Assessment under Regula-
tion A-4 (G7), and Guidelines on 
designation of areas for ballast 
water exchange (G14).  Other 
guidelines will be reviewed for 
design and equipment issues, to 
include the Guidelines for Ballast 
Water Exchange Design and Con-
striction Standards (G11) and the 
Guidelines for sediment control on 
ships (G12).  Additionally, the 
Guidelines for additional meas-
ures including emergency situa-
tions (G13) will be finalized at 
this sub-committee meeting.  
Many of these guidelines will be 
forwarded for adoption at MEPC 
55, which will be held in October 
2006. 
 For more detailed infor-
mation, MEPC agenda item docu-
ments can be requested on our 
website at http://www.uscg.mil/
hq/g-m/mso/IMOMEPC.htm.   

Environmental Protection: Ballast Water Management  

In 2004, the Coast Guard 
instituted a mandatory ballast wa-
ter management program to pre-
vent the introduction and spread 
of aquatic nuisance species, re-

quiring vessels equipped with bal-
last tanks traveling from ports out-
side the U.S. EEZ to conduct bal-
last water exchange at least 200 
nautical miles from shore.  Be-

cause these regulations have been 
in effect since 2004, Coast Guard 
field units continue to assess com-
pliance with these rules.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Great Lakes Regulation and Policy Review 
With the 2006 Shipping 

Season on the Great Lakes to begin 
soon, we would like to take the 
opportunity to remind vessels en-
tering the Seaway and Great Lakes 
to comply with the Ballast Water 
management Regulations and par-
ticipate in the Voluntary Policy for 
vessels declaring No Ballast On 
Board (NOBOB). 
 
Reporting Requirements: 
 Vessels equipped with bal-
last water tanks  and bound for the 
Great Lakes or Hudson River 
(north of the George Washington 
Bridge) must provide the required 
information in OMB form 1625-
0069. For any vessel bound for the 
Great Lakes from outside the EEZ 
(including the equivalent zone of 
Canada): 
• Fax required information 24 

hours prior to arrival in Mont-
real, Quebec to USCG COTP 
Buffalo, Massena Detachment 
(315-769-5032), or St. Law-
rence Seaway Development 
Corporation (315-764-3250); 
or 

• Non-U.S. or Non-Canadian 
Flagged vessels can submit the 
required “Pre-entry Informa-
tion from Foreign Flagged 

Vessels Form” in lieu of the 
previously mentioned form. 

• At least 24 hours prior to en-
tering the Port of New York 
and New Jersey, any vessel 
bound for the Hudson River 
north of the George Washing-
ton Bridge must fax your infor-
mation to the COTP New York 
(718-354-4249). 

 Failure to comply with 
these requirements may result in 
vessel delays and civil penalties. 
 
NOBOB Policy 
 Vessels equipped with bal-
last water tanks and a voyage plan 
that includes transits to the Great 
Lakes (including the Hudson River 
north of the George Washington 
Bridge) are highly encouraged to 
do the following, safety permitting: 
• Conduct a mid-ocean exchange 

(in an area more than 200 nau-
tical miles from any shore, in 
waters 2000 meters deep) dur-
ing ballast-laden voyages prior 
to entering the U.S. EEZ. 

• If unable to conduct a mid-
ocean exchange, conduct a 
saltwater flushing of their 
empty ballast tanks in an area 
more than 200 nautical miles 

from any shore 
• Best management practices 

should be incorporated into the 
vessel’s ballast water manage-
ment plan. 
NOBOB vessels that con-

ducted mid-ocean exchange the 
last time the tanks contained bal-
last water should indicate that they 
have done so when submitting 
their Ballast Water Reporting Form 
(OMB Control No. 1625-0069) by 
filling out the appropriate informa-
tion in Section 4, Ballast Water 
Management and in Section 5, Bal-
last Water History.  NOBOB ves-
sels that conduct saltwater flushing 
should indicate that they have done 
so in the Ballast Water Reporting 
Form in Section 4. Ballast Water 
Management by checking off the 
"Underwent Alternative Manage-
ment" box and indicating that the 
vessel underwent saltwater flush-
ing in the "specify alternative 
method" line.  NOBOB vessels 
that conduct saltwater flushing 
should also fill out Section 5. Bal-
last Water History. 

Full versions of our regulations 
and additional information can be 
found on our website at http://
w w w . u s c g . mi l / h q / g - m/ m s o /
bwm.htm.  

This past December, Coast 
Guard Sector Boston discovered a 
vessel which did not have the re-
quired ballast water management 
practices in place.  This vessel re-
ceived a Captain of the Port Order, 
prohibiting its entrance to Boston 
until a ballast water exchange was 

conducted more than 200 nautical 
miles from shore.  The vessel com-
plied with the Order, and was al-
lowed to enter the port of Boston.  
Sector Boston personnel then 
worked with the vessel’s owner 
and crew, and ensured they had 
developed a sufficient ballast water 
management plan. 

Since the mandatory bal-
last water management program 
has been in place, the Coast Guard 
has observed a high rate of compli-
ance, with a few exceptions like 
the previous case.  We urge contin-
ued diligence in preventing the 
spread of aquatic nuisance species.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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  Calendar of Events 
 

      March 8, 2006 
 Great Lakes  
 Marine Community Day 
 Cleveland Mariott 
 127 Public Square 
 Cleveland, OH 44114 
 
   March 20-24, 2006 
 MEPC 54 
 IMO Headquarters 
 4 Albert Embankment 
 London SE1 7SR UK 
 
     April 3-7, 2006 
 BLG 10 
 IMO Headquarters 
 4 Albert Embankment 
 London SE1 7SR UK 
 
   April 20, 2006 
 Pacific Ballast Water Group 
 Hilton Vancouver Washington 
 301 W. 6th Street 
 Vancouver, WA 98660 
  
   May 14-19, 2006 
 International Conference on  
 Aquatic Invasive Species 
 Sonesta Beach Resort and  
 Conference Center 
 350 Ocean Drive  

 
Environmental Standards Division 

(G-PSO-4) 
U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters 

2100 Second Street, S.W., Rm 1601 
Washington, DC  20593 

Information line: 202-267-2716 
EnvironmentalStadards@comdt.uscg.mil 

Shipboard Technology Evaluation 
Program (STEP) Workshop 
Planned 

In March 2006, the 
Coast Guard will hold a one-day 
workshop in the Washington 
D.C. area for potential applicants 
to the Shipboard Technology 
Evaluation Program (STEP).  
Initiated in January 2004, STEP 
aims to provide an incentive for 
ship owners to participate in tests 
of their prototype ballast water 
treatment systems.  
  Application to this pro-
gram involves submission of a 
detailed proposal for testing a 
ballast water treatment system on 
a specific vessel.   An interdisci-
plinary panel reviews the test 
proposals to insure that vessels 
and associated test projects pro-
duce high quality data that aids 
the Coast Guard's development 
of regulations and policies re-
garding ballast water manage-
ment.  

At the STEP workshop, 
representatives from the Coast 
Guard's Environmental Stan-
dards Division (G-PSO-4) and 
the Volpe National Transporta-
tion Systems Center will be pre-
sent to discuss and answer ques-
tions about the application proc-
ess and requirements, as well as 
provide revised application 
documents.  A Federal Register 
announcement about the work-
shop identifying the specific date 
and location, as well as announc-
ing the availability of the new 
application documents will be 
published soon.  Watch the Fed-
eral Register or the Coast 
Guard's STEP page on-line 
(http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/
mso/step.htm) for the announce-
ment and further details. 

What’s in a Name? 
You may have noticed 

that the Environmental Stan-
dards Division has changed its 
letter designator from G-MSO-4 
to G-PSO-4 on our website and 
in other correspondence.  Our 
name change was a result of the 
Coast Guard Headquarters re-
alignment from the Marine 
Safety, Security and Environ-
mental Protection (G-M) and 
Operations (G-O) directorates to 
the Prevention (G-P), Response 

(G-R), and Policy and Planning 
(G-X) directorates.  This change 
was made to better align Coast 
Guard Headquarters with our 
Sectors and field operations, as 
well as establish a policy and 
planning directorate. Despite 
this change, our web address 
will remain the same for the 
time being.  If there are any 
changes, you will be directed to 
our new address.   


