Yard Repairs Airboats  
Coast Guard Readies For Ice Season Operations

   The Coast Guard has tasked the Yard with inspection, repair, and strengthening the hulls of five 22’ ice rescue airboats used extensively in the Ninth Coast Guard District on the Great Lakes and Lake Saint Clair, Michigan during ice season.  The Yard is also repairing a sixth airboat used in the First Coast Guard District at Station Burlington, Lake Champlain, Vermont.    

   The one-year-old boats began to have structural problems.  Contract issues resulted in the Coast Guard seeking the Yard’s assistance to repair the boats. 

    The airboats are a necessity for the Coast Guard to rescue stranded fisherman or boaters caught in dangerously icy water and on heavily frozen waterways during the winter freeze.

   “Our work here at the Yard directly supports the Coast Guard’s mission to save lives,” commented Captain Murphy. “The airboats allow the Coast Guard to perform search and rescue work on frozen terrain in the northern states.”

   During last year’s ice season in the midwest, the Coast Guard used similar ice rescue airboats to rescue 11 people in distress and 11 pets.

    Visually similar to swamp boats used in the everglades, the airboats have a V8 550 horsepower engine that turns a large fan on the stern, pushing the craft across the ice at 15 knots (approximately 19 mph).  Each ice rescue airboat carries a four-man crew.
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The Yard successfully tests a repaired 22-foot ice rescue airboat destined for Station Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan.  The boat is the first of seven that will be ready in time for use this winter on the Ninth District’s heavily frozen winter waterways.
