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This bulletin is part of our ongoing effort to provide you with the latest Superfund-related information at the Coast Guard Yard.  Our goal is to facilitate open communication with members of the community and our employees regarding the Yard’s listing on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) National Priorities List (NPL) as a Superfund site.
Site #1 (Drydock Sediments) Remedial Investigation:  One of the primary sites at the Yard includes the sediments within Curtis Creek underlying the dry docks.  A Remedial Investigation report was finalized in May 2007, which characterized the site and evaluated potential human health and ecological risks related to exposure to the sediments.  The overall recommendation from this report was for No Action for the sediments.  This recommendation was reviewed by the team and is being memorialized in a Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP).  This plan is subject to change based on any comments received from the public. A copy of this plan will be distributed in June 2007. A public meeting will be held to describe the results of the investigation at the site. The community is encouraged to attend the meeting and comment on the proposed action.  The date of this meeting is June 28 at the Yard’s Berry Hall, Building 28A.

Site #4 & #7 Remedial Investigation (RI):  Because of the proximity and similar operational histories, Site #4 (Salvage Lot) and Site #7 (Former Burn Pit) have been investigated together resulting in a Remedial Investigation (RI) report. The U.S. EPA and the Maryland Department of Environment (MDE) provided comments to the RI report in April and July 2006, respectively.  The technical partnering team (Yard, EPA, & MDE) conducted several conference calls to discuss the final Site #4 and #7 RI report and an agreement between the EPA and the MDE has been reached and their comments have been incorporated into the final report that was prepared in August 2006. The final RI report identifies the potentially contaminated areas at Sites #4 and #7 and the nature and extent of contamination in these areas.  In February 2007, Tetra Tech, the Yard’s NPL contractor, prepared an Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) for Site #4, the Salvage Lot.  The EE/CA describes the proposed remedial action alternatives for the site including costs and compares the pros and cons of each.  Concurrent with review of the EE/CA by the EPA and the MDE, the Coast Guard prepared a draft Removal Action (RA) Work Plan in May 2007 which is being reviewed by the partnering team and includes specifications, statement of work and contracting procedures.  The RA of the Salvage Lot is scheduled to begin in early fall 2007.

Background Sampling Report: The final comments were resolved and the final Background Sampling Report was prepared and distributed in April 2006.  The Background Sampling Report identified the background levels of soil, sediment, and surface water in the area.  The samples at the various potentially contaminated sites at the Yard are compared to the background samples.  The Background Sampling Report will remain an important tool for the investigation and clean-up of the various sites at the Yard.  The accuracy and appropriate application of the background sampling was scrutinized and reviewed by the technical partnering team.

Technical Partnering Meetings and Conference Calls: A technical partnering meeting was held on September 7, 2006 at the Yard to discuss the Site #4 EE/CA.   Conference calls were held on August 31 and September 14, 2006 to discuss the Site #4 EE/CA and verification sampling plan.  A previous conference call was held March 28, 2006 to discuss the Tributylin (TBT) sample results from Site #1. While still in the initial stages, preliminary results indicate very low levels of TBT.  The data will undergo further evaluation, validation, quality checks, and risk assessments before a final decision is made.  The final data will be available in 2007.

Federal Facilities Agreement (FFA):  The Coast Guard is preparing an FFA.  The FFA is an agreement between the federal property owner (in our case, the U.S. Coast Guard) and the EPA.  The FFA defines roles and responsibilities, priorities, and potential penalties during a federal NPL site clean-up process. The Coast Guard utilized three existing FFAs as templates, taking appropriate sections from each, and developing a more accurate and effective FFA for the Yard facility.  The FFA is currently undergoing review at CG Headquarters.
New Faces: The Yard welcomed Mr. Robert DeMarco, Environmental Engineer, in May. Mr. DeMarco’s background is with Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works and the Maryland Department of  the Environment. Mr. DeMarco replaced Mr. Howard Galliford, who transferred to Coast Guard Headquarters in Washington DC. In April, Mr. Jerry Hoover replaced Mr. Jeff Boylan as the EPA’s Regional Project Manager (RPM) on the Yard’s NPL technical partnering team. The technical partnering team thanks Mr. Boylan for his support during his term.
Underground Storage Tank (UST) Remediation: The new vacuum recovery system, cutoff trench, and liquid-ring pumps were installed in 2005.  The system has been operating for nearly a year and a half and is currently undergoing modifications to further enhance reliability and performance.  Results indicate that the new system has increased the recovery rate.  The Coast Guard has recently awarded a construction project to install three 8,000 gallon above ground storage tanks which, when complete, will allow for the removal of the 50,000 underground tank.  The new tanks should be in place by the early winter of 2007 with the removal of the old underground tank to start in the summer of 2008.   
Landfill Methane Gas: The Yard and the City of Baltimore signed a Memorandum of Understanding on October 25, 2006 for the shipyard to utilize Biomass/Alternative Methane Fuel as a renewable energy source for the next two decades.  The methane gas is generated from a nearby sanitary landfill a mile away from the Yard.  The Yard will pay an annual utility payment to the City for rights to the gas, but will benefit through annual energy cost savings.  The “green” initiative is the first landfill gas project for the City of Baltimore and the U.S. Coast Guard.  The project harnesses potentially harmful greenhouse gas, provides an energy source for the Yard, and secures a guaranteed payment to the City of Baltimore.  Formal contract negotiations with Baltimore City for the rights to the methane and the construction of the bio-mass system are nearing completion.  The project is expected to be on line in late 2008.  

ISO 14001:  The Yard conducted its ISO 14001 Environmental Management System recertification audit from July 24 through July 28, 2006 and successfully completed a full Stage II renewal audit.  Some minor nonconformities and remarks were found.  No major nonconformities were cited. The audit was conducted by ABS Quality Evaluations (ABS QE).  ABS QE is accredited by ANSI-ASQ National Accreditation Board (ANAB).  ANAB is the primary accreditation body for Environmental Management Systems in the United States.  The Yard’s ISO 14001 program receives an external surveillance audit annually, with a recertification audit every three years.  This year’s external surveillance audit is scheduled for July 23 and 24. The environmental staff at the Yard conducts monthly internal audits of various programs, shops, departments, and buildings.
Community Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting:  The next CAG meeting will be held immediately following the public meeting concerning the Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP) for Site 1 at the Yard’s Berry Hall (Building 28A) on June 28, 2007 at 7 p.m.  The last CAG meeting was held on December 5, 2006 at the Yard. The status of the Yard’s NPL sites was discussed. 
Communications: Questions or concerns regarding the Yard’s Superfund-related activities are always welcome and can be directed to Ms. Dottie Mitchell, the Yard’s Communications Manager, at 410-636-7238 or dottie.e.mitchell@uscg.mil .  The Yard’s mailing address is: Communications Office, Coast Guard Yard, 2401 Hawkins Point Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21226.  All documents related to the Yard’s Superfund designation are available at the Yard’s repository at the North County Library located at 1010 Eastway in Glen Burnie, Maryland.  Additional information about the Yard’s Superfund activities can be found on the Yard’s website: www.uscg.mil/systems/gse/yard
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