                                         Senator Mikulski Visits Yard
  U.S. Senator Barbara Mikulski of Maryland visited the Yard on October 25, 2011 to meet with Captain Richard Murphy, Yard Commanding Officer, and members of the Yard’s Baltimore Area Metal Trades Council about the success of the Coast Guard’s Mission Effectiveness Project (MEP), the importance of the Yard to the Coast Guard fleet, and her support of future Yard work.  The Senator followed her briefings and Yard with a press conference attended by local television and print media.  The Senator announced her efforts as a member of the Senate Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee to achieve funding for the modernization of additional cutters under MEP and for the rehabilitation at the Yard of select Coast Guard ice breaking tugs.
  In the accompanying photo, Captain Murphy (right) discusses MEP upgrades with the Senator (left) that were accomplished by the Yard on the 270-foot Cutter LEGARE (right background). Following MEP this month, the cutter returned to its homeport in Portsmouth, Virginia, to continue its assigned Coast Guard missions of search & rescue and law enforcement along the Atlantic coast.
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 (Photo reprinted with permission from The Maryland Gazette, October 26, 2011.  Photo by Tim Pratt-Maryland Gazette)
