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Shipyard Competent Person Program


Competent Person Contact…………………………………………………...410-636-3789

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
The Coast Guard is mandated to comply with the Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s (OSHA) Rules and regulations. The Fire Department is tasked with operating the Shipyard Competent Person (SYCP) Program.  A Certified Marine Chemist (MC) is typically required on board prior to any hot work being performed by Yard civilians.  The SYCP performs follow-up inspections throughout the ship daily and upon request.  All information from the MC and the daily recordings of the SYCP will be posted in a “hot work box” located on or near the gangway of the vessel. Further information and joint inspections may be made through the Fire Department.

Hot Work Notifications
Notification to the Fire Department and Ship Superintendent concerning hot work or condition changes is required as communication of production operations is vital. Due to OSHA rules, civilian workers must follow direction as outlined by the MC/SYCP and cannot use the services of the ship’s GFE/GFT at the Yard. Any deviation to these practices may cause mishaps. Any work performed by the ship’s crew during an availability period, while in the Yard, must be communicated to the Ship Superintendent as well as all parties concerned including the firehouse and associated craft personnel to prevent  mishaps.  

Marine Chemist Certificate   The following are some guidelines, which would warrant the voiding of a Marine Chemist Certificate: 

Common reasons for voiding Marine Chemist Certificates: 

· Transfer of fuel, Off-loading fuel, On-loading fuel.
· Opening or closing confined spaces.
· Loading or unloading ammunition.
· Loading/unloading flammables.
· Painting or coatings including prep work.
· Runback of fuel/flammables from leaking piping systems.
· Movement of vessel.
· Spill of flammable or chemical materials. 

The Marine Chemist may authorize local movement within the shipyard or a condition change if the ship communicates these requirements during inspection.  The Fire Chief of the Yard, as well, may authorize certain work/condition changes in consultation with the Marine Chemist.

Instructions found on the Daily CP Forms for each working space on the vessel (Located in Hotbox) 


COMPETENT PERSON INSTRUCTIONS FOR YARD WORKERS: 

#1 SFW -SAFE FOR WORKERS 

#2 SFHW -SAFE FOR HOT WORK 

#3 NSFW -NOT SAFE FOR WORKERS 

#4 NSFHW -NOT SAFE FOR HOT WORK; NO WELDING IN THE SPACE; NO WELDING ON THE ADJOINING VERTICAL, HORIZONTAL, AND DIAGONAL BULKHEADS; NO WELDING WITHIN 25 FEET OF A TANK OR COMPARTMENT UNLESS THE TANK OR COMPARTMENT IS SEPARATED BY A WATER TIGHT BULKHEAD. 

#5 FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS ON THE MARINE CHEMIST CERTIFICATE 

#6 VENTILATION: VENTILATE ALL SPACES PROPERLY PRIOR TO ENTRY; MAINTAIN VENTILATION WHEN OCCUPYING A CONFINE OR ENCLOSED SPACE; VENTILATE ADJOINING SPACES IF THEY LAST CONTAINED A FLAMMABLE OR COMBUSTIBLE LIQUID; MAINTAIN VENTILATION DURING HOT WORK ON HOLLOW STRUCTURES USING 5LBS OR LESS OF LOW PRESSURE AIR 

#7 HOLLOW STRUCTURES: RUDDERS, RUDDER STOCKS, SKEGS, CASTINGS, MAST AND BOOMS, RAILS, AND OTHER ATTACHMENTS TO A VESSEL THAT ENCLOSED A VOID SPACE-NOT SAFE FOR HOT WORK UNLESS LISTED ON THE OSHA 74 FORM AS SAFE FOR HOT WORK. 

#8 FLAMMABLE AND COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS: HOTWORK IS TEMPORARILY SECURED IN THIS COMPARTMENT AND ALL SURROUNDING COMPARTMENTS WHILE FLAMMABLE AND/OR COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS ARE BEING USED. CONTACT THE SHIPYARD COMPETENT PERSON TO RE-OPEN SPACES FOR HOTWORK. 

#9 CONTACT A SHIPYARD COMPETENT PERSON AT EXT 3789 PRIOR TO ENTRY INTO THIS SPACE. 
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