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SUBJECT:  NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT SECTION 106 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT FOR THE PROPOSED DECOMMISSIONING AND EXCESSING OF 
THE U.S. COAST GUARD CUTTER MACKINAW (WAGB-83)
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Dear Potentially Interested Party:

The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) proposes to decommission the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter (USCGC) MACKINAW (WAGB-83) and declare it excess to the needs of the USCG.  The USCG determined USCGC MACKINAW (WAGB-83) to be eligible for listing to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  Due to the potential for an adverse affect of our actions to USCGC MACKINAW, the USCG initiated Section 106 consultation under the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) with the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office (MISHPO).  The USCG seeks public involvement in the NHPA process and the future NEPA process.   You were identified as a potentially interested party.
The concerns and comments of the public regarding the MACKINAW are important to the USCG.   The USCG set up an internet link on the USCG Headquarters website that allows the public to view detailed information on the proposed undertaking and the documentation associated with NHPA.  The documentation includes the “USCGC MACKINAW Historic Context Study”, a copy of the letter from USCG to the MISHPO and the Public Notice plan.  The documentation is available at: http://www.uscg.mil/systems/gse/FINAL%20Encl%202%20MACKINAW%20Hist%20Context1.doc
You are invited to review the documents on the website and submit comments by March 11, 2005 via email or regular mail.  Please give due regard to the continuing difficulties and delays associated with delivery of regular mail to federal facilities.  Comments should include your name and address. Comments should be directed to shathaway@comdt.uscg.mil or Susan Hathaway, Commandant, USCG HQ, Office of Civil Engineering (G-SEC-3), 2100 2nd Street S.W., Room 6109, Washington, D.C. 20593.  Please entitle your email: “MACKINAW Public Notice”.  The USCG will consider all comments received by the close of business on March 11, 2005.
If we reached you in error, if you do not wish participate in the NHPA and the future National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) public involvement process, and/or, if you do not wish to receive further notices regarding this undertaking, please contact Ms. Susan Hathaway at one of the above mentioned addresses.

Sincerely,


JOHN YOST


Captain, U.S. Coast Guard

Office of Cutter Forces

Copy:  Mr. Brian Conway, MISHPO REF: ER-05-42

Mr. David Robbins, GSA, Federal Property Management Division
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