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UNIT INFORMATION

Updated: 09 May 2012, Location: Port Canaveral, FL, DISTRICT 7





Unit Name:  USCGC VIGILANT (WMEC-617)
Personal Mailing Address:

Commanding Officer
USCGC VIGILANT (WMEC 617)

ATTN: Your Name

9235 Grouper Road

Port Canaveral, FL 32920
Commercial Phone #:  (321) 853-7176

FAX: (321) 784-0382
Web Site:
https://cgportal.uscg.mil/delivery/Satellite/CGCVIGILANT/HOME
E-Mail:  Eric.J.Sesta2@uscg.mil
Unit Missions:
Maritime Law Enforcement and Search and Rescue
Typical SA/SN Job Assignment:   Work with the Deck Department to maintain the Cutter’s small boats, helo equipment, hull, lines, anchoring equipment, and towing equipment. Qualify Basic DC PQS, Inport GPOW, and Underway Helm and Lookout. Standouts will be given opportunities to qualify as Coxswain of the OTH and CBL and Underway Junior Officer of the Deck.

Typical FA/FN Job Assignment:   Work with Main Propulsion or Auxiliary Division to augment maintenance teams, assist in PMS, and learn basic engine and auxiliary equipment systems. Qualify Basic DC PQS, Inport and Underway Auxiliary watch. 

Inport watch type and duty rotation for SA/SN: 1/3 Breaking-in, 1/8 Qualified (typical)
Inport watch type and duty rotation for FA/FN: 1/3 Breaking-in, 1/8 Qualified (typical)
Underway watch type and duty rotation for SA/SN: 1/3 Breaking-in, 1/5 Qualified
Underway watch type and duty rotation for FA/FN: 1/3 Breaking-in, 1/5 Qualified
Special procedures for reporting after hours:  See Inport Officer of the Day (OOD)
If unit is underway, where to report: Fly to Orlando Int’l airport and take a Super Shuttle to CG Station Port Canaveral, FL same location as address above (unless prior arrangements have been made).  Save the receipt for your travel claim.  Check in with the Station Port Canaveral FS2 James Simpson or the Station OOD at (321) 868-4200.  FS2 Cronrath will have travel arrangements for you to meet VIGILANT.
How much personal storage space: 15 Cubic Feet
Uniform normally worn during the workday:  ODUs
Recommended uniform items in addition to Seabag issue: ODU Shorts
Average daytime temperature:
SUMMER:  90 F
WINTER:  70 F
Unit Mutual Assistance Rep/Phone #: FS1 Amos, (321) 853-7176, 0700-1300 Monday through Friday

What type of continuing education is available in the area: Brevard Community College, University of Central Florida (Brevard Campus), Florida Institute of Technology, and DANTES programs onboard

Ratings at present unit: BM, GM, MK, EM, DC, OS, ET, FS, IT, YN, SK, and HS

Name of nearest City and distance:  Cape Canaveral, 2 Miles; Cocoa Beach, 6 miles; Orlando/Orlando airport, 45 miles

Name of nearest Military Facility and distance:  Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, 1 Mile, Patrick Air Force Base, 12 Miles

Location of nearest exchange and commissary: Patrick Air Force Base, 12 Miles

Religious denominations in the area: Varied

Common destinations of deployments: Key West, Miami, Windward Pass, Straits of Florida and JIATF-S. 

Uniform to report in: Tropical Blue with Combination Cover

If Sponsor is not available, recruit should ask for:  Inport Officer of the Day (OOD) 
MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available: Yes
Quarters and or barracks available: All E-3 and below live aboard until qualified, then Barracks apartments are available at Patrick AFB
Rate of auto insurance for typical 18-20yr old Single male: 
$150-200 / month





      
             Single female:
$100-150 / month

Is unaccompanied personnel leased housing available: 

All E-3 and below live aboard until qualified, then can request Barracks at Patrick AFB or GOVN Leased Appartments.
Where will a single non-rate more than likely live: Onboard Cutter until qualified, then move to barracks

Should member submit housing application to housing office: No
Where do most people bank: Bank of America, Cape Canaveral, FL
Is there a credit union in the area: Space Coast Credit Union on Patrick AFB
Is there a mall in the area:  Yes, Merritt Square  How many stores: 30
MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two bedroom apartments in the area:  $ 700-800 (without utilities)
BAH Rate (FY 2011) for an E2:  $1065 w/ Dependents       E3:  $1065 w/ Dependents

Is leased housing available: No
Is Government owned housing available: Yes, at Patrick AFB (civilianized)
What is the average wait for housing: Advertised as 1-2 Months, but actual practice has been almost immediate. 

Housing Office Phone #:  (321) 494-2593


Where do most dependants live: Patrick AFB government housing.
Rate of auto insurance for typical young family: $250/ Month
Where do most dependents receive medical care: Patrick AFB 

Go to School: Satellite Beach or Cocoa Beach (Brevard County Schools)
What level of Tricare is available: STANDARD, PRIME, and EXTRA
Is Delta Dental available: YES

Is it advisable to bring dependents along when reporting in? Yes, Temporary Quarters are available at Patrick AFB (Call ahead.  Space Coast Inn 321-494-6590)
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SUBJ: WELCOME ABOARD FN JOE COASTIE, USCG
1.  WELCOME TO THE FINEST WMEC IN THE FLEET.  CGC VIGILANT HAS A
LONG AND PROUD TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE AND SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOU BECOMING OUR SHIPMATE AND HELPING US
CONTINUE THIS FINE TRADITION.
2.  YOUR SPONSOR IS PO2 LAST NAME.  HE IS AVAILABLE 0700 TO 1300
MON THRU FRI AT (321) 853-7176, OR IF VIGILANT IS DEPLOYED, VIA
UNCLAS MAIL: FIRST.A.LAST(AT)USCG.MIL. ALTERNATE POCS ARE
THE OOD, (321) 853-7176, 0800 TO 1800 DAILY OR THE SHIP'S YN, YN1
FALOR AT MATTHEW.A.FALOR(AT)USCG.MIL.
3.  GENERAL INFO:  VIGILANT IS HOMEPORTED AT COAST GUARD STATION
PORT CANAVERAL AND IS CO-LOCATED WITH CGC CONFIDENCE, CGC SHRIKE,
ESD DET PORT CANAVERAL, AND MSD PORT CANAVERAL.  OUR NORMAL
OPERATING AREA IS THE SEVENTH CG DISTRICT AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY
(AOR), INCLUDING THE CARIBBEAN AND GULF OF MEXICO.  VIGILANT
PRIMARILY CONDUCTS COUNTERDRUG AND ALIEN MIGRANT INTERDICTION
PATROLS.  THESE PATROLS ARE FROM FIVE TO SEVEN WEEKS IN DURATION.
4. LOCAL AREA: THE SURROUNDING AREA IS KNOWN AS THE SPACE COAST,
DUE TO THE CLOSE PROXIMITY OF KENNEDY SPACE CENTER. HOUSING,
MEDICAL/DENTAL, COMMISSARY/EXCHANGE, AND FAMILY/ MORALE SUPPORT
FACILITIES ARE AVAILABLE AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, LOCATED ABOUT
12 MILES SOUTH OF PORT CANAVERAL. THE LOCAL AREA IS WELL KNOWN FOR
ITS BEACHES, SURFING, SPORT FISHING, AND OTHER WATER ACTIVITIES.
THERE ARE ALSO NUMEROUS RECREATIONAL ATTRACTIONS LOCATED WITHIN A
ONE TO THREE HOUR DRIVE INCLUDING DISNEY WORLD, UNIVERSAL STUDIOS,
SEAWORLD, ST. AUGUSTINE, DAYTONA, AND MUCH MORE. THE SCHOOLS IN THE
LOCAL AREA HAVE A GOOD REPUTATION AND ARE SOME OF THE BEST IN
FLORIDA. PLEASE LET YOUR SPONSOR KNOW IF YOU REQUIRE MORE SCHOOL
DETAILS OR LOG ONTO HYPERLINKS
"http://WWW.DATA.FLDOE.ORG" WWW.DATA.FLDOE.ORG.
5. HOUSING: MANY OF OF OUR MARRIED CREW ELECT TO LIVE IN
CIVILIANIZED HOUSING AT PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE. PATRICK AFB HOUSING
IS MODERN, SPACIOUS, AND EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED. THE COMMUTE TO
OUR MOORING IS 20-30 MINUTES. FOR MORE INFORMATION ON PATRICK AFB,
LOG ON TO WWW.PAFB.AF.MIL. PERSONNEL WHO DESIRE TO BUY A HOME AND
LIVE ON THE ECONOMY FIND HOUSING COSTS ARE REASONABLE. SINGLE E-3
AND BELOW ARE ENTITLED TO SPACIOUS BARRACKS ROOMS AT PATRICK AFB.
HOWEVER, SINGLE E-3 AND BELOW WILL INITIALLY LIVE ON BOARD UNTIL
QUALIFIED.  OUR AREA HOUSING REPRESENTATIVE IS FS2 E. CRONRATH AT
STA PORT CANAVERAL FL, (321) 868-4237.
6.  OUR SERVICING PERSRU POC IS YN3 YEOMAN AT SECTOR
JACKSONVILLE FL, (904) 564-7530, MON THRU FRI 0800 TO 1600. THE
SEVENTH CG DISTRICT WORK-LIFE RELOCATION ASSISTANCE MANAGER (RAM),
IS YN1 CARLOS PEREZ (305)-278-6660 OR CARLOS.J.PEREZ(AT)USCG.MIL. THE
PATRICK AFB COMMUNITY
READINESS CONSULTANT IS MS. ELSA KEKAHUNA AND SHE CAN BE REACHED AT
(321)494-5676 OR ELSA.KEKAHUNA(AT)PATRICK.AF.MIL.
7.  OUR UNIT OMBUDSMEN ARE LEANN WILCH (321-604-0735) AND SARAH
KOSYDAR (541-272-2212) E-MAIL IS VIGILANTOMBUDSMAN(AT)YAHOO.COM. WE
ENCOURAGE ALL SPOUSES AND/OR SIGNIFICANT OTHERS TO CALL THE OMBUDSMAN
FOR ANY CONCERNS.
8.  CHECK-IN PROCEDURES:
A.  INPORT: MEET THE VESSEL AT STATION PORT CANAVERAL, FL IN
TROPICAL BLUE UNIFORM. MORNING MUSTER IS AT 0655 MON THRU FRI.
B.  ALTERNATE CHECK-IN PROCEDURES IF DEPLOYED: CHECK-IN WITH FS2
SIMPSON AT (321) 868-4237 OR THE STATION PORT CANAVERAL OOD AT
(321) 868-4200.  IF VIGILANT IS DEPLOYED, WE WILL ARRANGE FOR YOU
TO MEET THE CUTTER AT THE MOST CONVENIENT PORT CALL.
9. UNIQUE TRAVEL ISSUES OR REQUIREMENTS:  ALL INCOMING MEMBERS ARE
ENCOURAGED TO OBTAIN A VALID U.S. PASSPORT.  DEPARTING THE SHIP FOR
EMERGENCY LEAVE OR "C" SCHOOLS WITHOUT A VALID PASSPORT IS OFTEN
DIFFICULT WHEN AWAY FROM HOMEPORT IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES.  YOU CAN
OBTAIN PASSPORT APPLICATIONS AT YOUR LOCAL U.S. POST OFFICE.
10. MEDICAL:  IF YOU HAVE DEPENDENTS AND CHOOSE TO USE TRICARE,
THEY MUST BE ENROLLED LOCALLY.  TO FIND OUT HOW TO ENROLL YOUR
DEPENDENTS OR IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING HEALTH CARE,
CONTACT HYPERLINK WWW.TRICARE.MIL OR OUR HEALTH BENEFITS ADVISOR,
HS2 SUTHERLAND AT (321)853-7176, OR, TIM.L.SUTHERLAND(AT)USCG.MIL.
UPON REPORTING IN, YOU CAN VISIT THE TRICARE SERVICE OFFICE AT THE
PATRICK AFB CLINIC.
11. AGAIN, WELCOME TO CGC VIGILANT, SEMPER VIGILANS.  CDR J. C.
ESTRAMONTE SENDS.
BT
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