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USCGC KNIGHT ISLAND (WPB 1348) Starboard
Unit Information Sheet 

Updated:  April 16, 2009

District 7
USCGC KNIGHT ISLAND (WPB 1348)

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:  
(Your Name)





USCGC KNIGHT ISLAND Starboard
                                                          100 Trumbo Point Road

                                                          Key West, FL 33040
SHIP’S PHONE #:   
 
Ship import: (305) 292-8754     XPO: 305-797-2368         FAX #:   () 

KNIGHT ISLAND’S MISSIONS 

Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement (Drug/Migrant interdiction, Fisheries, Boating Safety) and Homeland Security.

HISTORY

KNIGHT ISLAND is the 48th of 49 Coast Guard Island Class Patrol Boats built.  It is one of only four under the command of a Chief Warrant Officer (BOSN).  KNIGHT ISLAND was commissioned on 22 April 1992 at its original homeport in Freeport, Texas. Then in June 2000 it was moved to St. Petersburg, Florida.  The homeport was changed to Key West, Florida in October of 2008 with the stand up of the High Tempo High Maintenance Dual Crewing Initiative. 
TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT
The highest priority of any non-rated crewmember aboard is to gain exposure to the Coast Guard in order to make informed career decisions (choosing a rating, etc.).  Building on the basic knowledge received at recruit training, you will qualify at both inport (security watchstander) and underway (Quartermaster of the Watch) watchstations.   In addition you will participate in boardings as a Boarding Team Member and small boat operations as a crewmember or coxswain.  Daily you can expect to be involved in training, learning or maintaining the cutter (splicing lines, inspecting survival equipment, cleaning and painting).

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT
The highest priority of any non-rated crewmember aboard is to gain exposure to the Coast Guard in order to make informed career decisions (choosing a rating, etc.).  Building on the basic knowledge received at recruit training you will qualify at both inport (security watchstander) and underway (Engineer of the Watch) watchstations.   In addition you will participate in boardings as a Boarding Team Member and small boat operations as a crewmember or engineer.  Daily you can expect to be involved in training, learning or maintaining the engineering systems of the cutter (conducting preventative maintenance on the diesel engines and generators, hydraulic systems, air conditioning and refrigeration, outboard motors and maintaining the engineering spaces aboard (cleaning, etc.).

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN 

“1 in 3” or “1 in 4”, which means you will have duty (requiring you to stay aboard the cutter and make security rounds) every 3rd or 4th day.  This rotation is based on how many people are qualified (the more qualified watchstanders, the better the watch rotation.  During your inport duty day, you can expect to stand watch from 0800 to 1600 and again from 0000 (midnight) to 0600.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN
Same as for SA/SN

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN
SA/SN stand underway “Quartermaster of the Watch” (QMOW) watches on the bridge.  You will be plotting the cutter’s position on electronic and paper charting systems, acting as a shipboard lookout, maintaining unit logs, and recording weather observations.  The rotation is “1 in 3” or “1 in 4” (again based on the number of qualified watchstanders).   Underway this means you will stand 4 hrs. on watch followed by 8 or 12 hrs. off watch.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN
FA/FN stand underway “Engineer of the Watch” (EOW) watches.  You will be making hourly rounds of all machinery and throughout the spaces aboard the cutter, also maintaining engineer logs for your watch periods.  The rotation is “1 in 3” or “1 in 4” (again based on the number of qualified watchstanders).   Underway this means you will stand 4 hrs. on watch followed by 8 or 12 hrs. off watch.

UNDERWAY ROUTINE

CGC KNIGHT ISLAND is a duel crew patrol boat.  You will be part of the “Starboard” crew.  The “Port” crew is also located in Key West, Florida.  The crews rotate on and off the cutter on a 28 day cycle.  During the on cycle, you can expect to patrol mostly in the Key West area conducting AMIO operations.   During the off cycle, the crew is without the cutter and takes up residence working at Sector Key West.  We hold training, conduct physical fitness, support the Sector missions and conduct admininistrative duties.
DIRECTIONS TO KNIGHT ISLAND

KNIGHT ISLAND is homeported at SECTOR Key West, Florida. Take US 1 south (all the way south!) to mile marker 2, turn right on Garrison Bight Causeway, go over the bridge and take a right at your first red light…onto NAS Key West (Peary Court Road). Go through the gate, turn left onto Chevalier Street, right onto Flately Ave and left onto Whiting Avenue then straight through to Sector Key West.
SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS

Report to the Officer of the Day onboard the unit.  It is very critical that you maintain contact with your sponsor before and during your travel to the unit.  As soon as you know your arrival information, contact your sponsor.
IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT

If the ship is underway, contact the OOD at Sector Key West……This is something that should be worked out ahead of time through your sponsor on KNIGHT ISLAND. All efforts should be made to report when the ship is in. 
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET)  

Not much on the cutter.  You’ll have a locker (like a gym locker) that’s 6ft tall, 2ft deep and 14 inches wide.  It works out to be just less than 20 cubic ft.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY

Inport - ODUs (you are authorized to remove the blouse and just wear the plain blue t-shirt while working aboard the cutter.  If you have to depart the cutter, then the full ODUs (with blouse) is required.  Underway, we wear ODUs or the Hot Weather uniform (blue shorts, blue t-shirts with white “U.S. Coast Guard” lettering).

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE

The Florida sun will take its toll on your plain blue t-shirts.  Also 110’ WPBs do not have a washer and dryer aboard.  A few extra t-shirts (plain blue) would not hurt.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE

· SUMMER: (hot and humid) mid 80s-90s

· WINTER: (comfortable) mid 60s-70s

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE # 

Executive Petty Officer (XPO) 305-797-2368
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA?

Although Patrol Boat duty does not make it easy to attend college classes in the traditional way you may be used to, KNIGHT ISLAND crewmembers have had success in taking advantage of the programs allowing you to gain college credit by online courses and testing out of specific subjects (most commonly known as CLEP or DSST tests).  These are self-paced, no cost tests.  The Coast Guard Institute provides degree-planning assistance to all members and our dependents.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT  

· BMs (CO – CWO/BOSN, XPO – BMCS, (2) BM1s, BM2, BM3)

· MKs (EPO – MKC, MK2, MK3)

· EM1, FS2, GM3

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE

Miami is about a 160 miles to the North, approximately a 3 ½ hour drive.
NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE

NAS (Naval Air Station) Key West is spread out over a few locations throughout Key West.
LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY

There is a medium size exchange and Commissary located on Sigsbee Island…the housing portion of NAS Key West. 

COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS

Gulf of Mexico, Straits of Florida (between Florida and Cuba) and throughout the Caribbean

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN

Tropical Blue Long (“trops”)

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR

The cutter’s OOD

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW

This is a high-profile job for a non-rate and a perfect opportunity for anyone aiming for a career in law enforcement or cutter operations.  We provide as much responsibility as quickly as you are ready for it.  It is a tough job, but well worth the effort.  

Patrol boats are extremely tight-knit with a crew of 17.  Everything we do is an “all hands” evolution.

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE?

Yes.  KNIGHT ISLAND’s FS (cook) makes breakfast, lunch and dinner while underway.  Inport he makes lunch Monday through Friday.  All other times we have “open galley” which means you prepare your own meal from food purchased by the FS.  When we are off cycle, meals are furnished at the galley on Sector Key West. You wont receive Basic Allowance for Subsistence since you are assigned to a ship, but again during our off cycle time you can eat at the Sector Galley free of charge. 
QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE

All single crew members reside in either the barracks at Sector or on Sigsbee at the Bachelor quarters.  Most married members live in one of the Housing areas of NAS Key West or on the economy receiving the BAH rate for the local area.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL (SINGLE MEMBERS) LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE

Yes…..either the barracks or on Sigsbee Bachelor housing
SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE

No.  The XPO will handle all of your paperwork for this once you arrive.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK?

USAA for the most part, however there are several major banks are represented here.  

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA?

No, shopping is rather limited in the Keys…Sears, K mart, the Exchange and small shops on Duval Street.


MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO-BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA

$1400-2000
2009 BAH RATES FOR E3s (WITH DEPENDENTS) 

$1993
BAH Rates (http://www.dtic.mil/perdiem/bahform.html)

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE?  

Yes,  You will first need to contact the Navy Housing Office at 305-293-4466, then they will send your application to Balfor Beatty (the private contractor who handles the actual housing….305-292-5590
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE?

NAS Key West, Either Sigsbee or Peary Court.
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS GO TO SCHOOL

There is an Elementary school on Sigsbee.
IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  

Yes.   Ensure your family is taken care of.  We will do all we can to help you and them.

HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER

WHEN CONTACTED BY YOUR KNIGHT ISLAND SPONSOR, HAVING ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING WILL BETTER ALLOW US TO HELP YOU

How can we contact you while you are on leave enroute to the cutter (address, phone number(s), etc.).

Are you married or single?  Do you have any children (if so, what are their ages)?

What are your travel plans (driving, flying into Key West, etc.)?

When do you plan on reporting (note – it is better to report-in during the work day, and not every day is a work day)
Do you have any concerns not already addressed or answered?

