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UNIT INFORMATION

DATE SHEET FILLED OUT:  04 May 2012  District D7
UNIT NAME: USCGC CUSHING (WPB 1321)
Personal Mailing Address:
USCGC CUSHING (WPB 1321)

#5 Calle la Puntilla

San Juan, PR 00901
Commercial Phone # (787) 729-4392     Fax:  (787) 729-4394 

Web site: http://www.uscg.mil/d7/cgcCushing/
Unit’s Missions:  Migrant and Drug Interdiction & Search and Rescue
Typical SA/SN Job Assignment:  Cutter Maintenance, Inport Watchstander, QMOW (navigation, logs, etc.), Small Boat Crewman.  If you’re an SA expect to do inport maintenance and break-in as a crewman, standing 1 in 3 until qualified.  Underway, you’ll break-in QMOW standing 4 hours on and 8 hours off.  

Typical FA/FN Job Assignment:  Cutter Maintenance, Inport Watchstander, Underway Engineer of the Watch.  As an FA you’ll learn about the entire engineering system standing Engineer of the Watch breaking in 4 and 8 as well.  
Inport Watch Type and Duty Rotation for SA/FA/SN/FN: Inport Watchstander with minimum of a 1 in 3 watch rotation
Underway Watch Type and Duty Rotation for SA/SN: QMOW with a 1 in 4 rotation
Underway Watch Type and Duty Rotation for SA/SN FA/FN:  EOW with a 1 in 4 rotation
Special procedures for reporting after hours:  Report to Cutter OOD or as directed by unit Sponsor.

If unit is underway, where to report:  The Sector San Juan OOD will guide you to the barracks and SPO.

How much personal storage space:  About 12ft3 onboard the cutter.
Uniform normally worn during the workday:  ODU’s

Recommended uniform items in addition to seabag issue:  Extra t-shirts, socks and underwear for extended underway periods, extra boots.

Average Temperature:  85F (Summer) / 75F (Winter)

Unit Mutual Assistance Representative / Phone #:  The Executive Officer is the CGMA Rep onboard and can be reached at the phone numbers above.

What type of continuing education is available within immediate area? The University of Puerto Rico is primarily Spanish speaking.  Intra-American University and Caribbean Universities are also primarily Spanish speaking, but offer limited courses in English.
Ratings present at the unit: BM, EM, FS, GM, & MK

All Ratings: You’ll be able to qualify with standard CG weapons, receive training in Law Enforcement techniques, and participate with a small crew in every evolution.   Opportunities for you are endless.

Name of nearest city and distance: We are located in the heart of Viejo (Old) San Juan.

Name of nearest military facility and distance: Fort Buchanan (Army), approximately seven miles away.
Location of nearest exchange and commissary:  Base San Juan has a small exchange that is adequate for personal needs.  Fort Buchanan has a large and modern Exchange, Commissary, PXtra and library.

Religious denominations in the area: Although predominately Roman Catholic, most denominations are represented in San Juan and the Fort Buchanan Chapel will service most Christian needs.  Chaplain services are available on Coast Guard Base San Juan.

Common destinations of deployments:  Eastern Caribbean, the Virgin Islands, and the Dominican Republic.

Uniform to report in: Tropical Blue Long.  DO NOT travel to Puerto Rico in uniform - wear civilian clothes.  While it is usually safe to commute back and forth to work in uniform, incidents do happen in Puerto Rico that may lead to uniforms being not permitted off base.

If sponsor is not available: If not available, ask for the XO.

MEMBER WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available:  YES                      
Quarters and/or barracks available:  YES
Rate of auto insurance for the typical 18-20 year old, single male/female:        $100-150/mo.  Important note; USAA will not provide insurance for E-5 and below in Puerto Rico.

 Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased Housing available:  NO 

Where will a single non-rate more than likely live:  The Sector San Juan UPH, which consists of modern two-person rooms with microwaves and refrigerators as well as phone and cable hook-ups.  There is a gym, multi-purpose room, laundry room, and television rooms within the barracks facility.

Should member submit Housing application to housing office:  YES
Where do most people bank:  USAA or Banco Popular (a large Caribbean-based bank)

Is there a credit union in the area:  YES
Is there a mall in the area:  Several


  How many stores?  300+ Puerto Rico offers many of the same stores that are INCONUS, however the selection may be somewhat limited, and prices are often higher due to the import taxes of the Commonwealth.  One of the most popular malls is Plazas Las Americas which includes a movie theater.
MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two bedroom apartment in the area:  $800 & UP
Overseas Housing Allowance for both E2/E3: $1556 

Utilities Allowance: $800/mo if living in the economy

Is leased housing available:  NO      

Is government-owned housing available:  YES, and highly recommended for E6 and below.  For details on housing, visit http://www.uscg.mil/sectorsanjuan/housing.asp.
What is the average wait for housing:  2 months, but this is generally due to the length of time it takes for HHGs to arrive and clear Hacienda (customs) for delivery.
Housing office phone number:  (787) 792-6583                Fax:  (787) 774-1314 

Where do most dependents live:  Rio Bayamon Family Housing (~11 miles from Sector San Juan).  Though called houses, the units are townhouses in blocks of 4-8 units apiece.  Storage is limited to bedroom closets and an additional 8 x 8 storage room.  If you have a lot of stuff, It is recommended that you utilize non-temp storage in the states, and leave behind goods you’re not going to need or that you want to ensure are not broken during shipping.  Any and all outside items will all have to fit in your house during tropical storms and hurricanes, which are built to withstand at least a  CAT-4 storm
Rate of auto insurance for the typical young family:  $100-200/month          Important Note: USAA does not insure vehicles for E-5 and below in Puerto Rico.

Where do most dependents receive medical care:  Clinica las Americas

Where do most dependents go to school:  DoD schools at Fort Buchanan

What level of TRICARE is available in the area:  All – Must have TRICARE Prime
Is Delta Dental available:  YES
Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard:  If you and your family arrive on the Island before the arrival of your household goods, you will stay in guest housing (if available) or a hotel – sometimes both.  Some families have had to stay in a hotel up to 60 days.  If you report ahead of your family, you will stay in the barracks, if available, until they arrive.
 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
Puerto Rico has much to offer and can be a wonderful experience.  If you are not local to Puerto Rico, your first couple of months can be very challenging.  There is great surfing, snorkeling, and many beautiful beaches right in downtown San Juan.  El Yunque rainforest is beautiful with some great hiking and camping. Traffic can be intimidating even if you’re used to driving in a metropolitan area, defensive driving skills are a must.  All traffic signs are in metric distances (km), speed limits are in mph, and many signs for turns and exits give little warning.
Puerto Rico is officially bilingual, but Spanish is the preferred language.  Knowing Spanish is a benefit as many Puerto Ricans know very little English, especially the further away from San Juan you venture.  Newspapers and street signs are in Spanish.  All professionals (doctors, teachers, lawyers, etc) will speak decent English, but knowing Spanish will help you with little things like fast food and getting your oil changed.
The Coast Guard will ship one vehicle to the island. The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico authorizes military members to bring two vehicles to the island tax free, but the Bill of Landing for your second car (which you must pay to ship) needs to be in the name of the member, not the dependent, as it appears on your orders.  Additionally, the Coast Guard will ship a motorcycle, jet-ski, or boat, but you will be responsible for paying the import taxes on these items.  These taxes are usually about 7% of the bluebook value.
Weapons are not authorized in Puerto Rico, so leave them with family or friends INCONUS.  Also, having anything labeled as a “gun” on your household goods inventory (i.e. a “hot-glue-gun”) will slow your clearance thru customs as they will have to inspect those containers thoroughly.  
Finally, remember that, while OCONUS assignment is can be very challenging, the opportunity to live on such a beautiful, culturally diverse tropical island is a once in a lifetime experience.  With the right attitude, CUSHING is sure to be one of your most memorable assignments.

POC:  LTJG Michael Comerford


Executive Officer


Michael.P.Comerford@uscg.mil
