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USCG Station Ketchikan, Alaska

Updated:  July 5, 2011  District 17
Mailing address:
Officer in Charge


USCG Station Ketchikan


1380 Stedman St.


Ketchikan AK 99901
Phone:
(907) 228-0340
Fax:
(907) 228-0361
Web site: 
http://www.uscg.mil/d17/staketch
Missions:
Search and Rescue, Maritime Homeland Security and Law Enforcement

Unit Assets:
(2) 47’ Motor Lifeboat (MLB)


(3) 25’ Response Boat (RBS)


(2) 10’ Work punt
Typical job assignments for E-2’s  & E-3’s:  Typical assignments for E-2’s and E-3’s will include communications watch standing, 47’ Motor lifeboat crewmember, 25’ RBS Crewmember, RBS Tactical Crewmember 47’ MLB Engineer (FN/FA), Boarding Team Member, training, daily maintenance on machinery or equipment, and unit or boat maintenance.

Duty rotation:  The station’s duty rotation will vary between “Port and Starboard” rotation and “1 in 3” depending on operations, personnel status and qualifications.

Procedures for reporting after hours:  Your sponsor or the duty boat crew will ensure you are met at the airport for further transportation to the station. Ketchikan airport is on Gravina Island and you must take a ferry to get to the city of Ketchikan. If you take the Alaska Marine Highway into town, your sponsor will meet you at the ferry terminal to ensure you get to the station.
Personal storage space:  While you are assigned to the station barracks, you will have minimal storage which consists of 1 locker, 1 clothing drawer and 1 spit-kit drawer in the head. Once a member finds a home on the economy or is assigned to UPH, they will have more room for House Hold Goods.
Uniform normally worn:  ODU’s during work hours. While underway depending on the weather and temperature Dry suits, or a boat crew vest are worn over the ODU uniform.
Recommended items in addition to full sea bag:  Warm and waterproof shoes and/or boots, rugged rain gear, outdoor equipment (during your recreational time), and insulated underwear (no cotton).

Average temperatures: 
Summer
Winter



           60( - 70(        30( - 40(
Average daylight hours:
Summer
Winter




   17 ½ 
     7

Local Mutual Assistance Representative: Executive Petty Officer / (907) 228-0340
Further education available in the area:  University of Alaska, Southeast

Ratings present at unit:  Boatswain’s Mate (BM), Machinery Technician (MK), Store Keeper (SK) and Maritime Enforcement Specialist (ME).  If members are interested, there are many other ratings present at BSU and MSD Ketchikan.
Nearest cities and distance:   Craig, 75 miles





  Hydaburg, 76 miles



Sitka, 125 miles


Seattle, 550 miles 

Juneau, 250 miles 
Ketchikan is on Revillagigedo Island in Southeastern Alaska. The town is relatively large but you cannot drive to any other cities. All traveling off the island must be done by boat, ferry or plane.

Nearest military facility and distance:  Station Ketchikan is a tenant command if BSU Ketchikan. Here on base we have an exchange, medical and dental clinic, gym, fitness center, armory and range.
Religious denominations in area:  Almost all denominations are within the community. 

Area of responsibility:  The AOR for Station is about a 40 nm radius around Ketchikan with more than 10,000 miles of shoreline. You can get a better idea by viewing the AOR on our website.

Uniform to report in:  April to September, report in Tropical Blue Long uniform

October to March, report in Service Dress Blue uniform.

**Contact your sponsor to verify uniform. 

If sponsor is not available, ask for:  Station OOD or unit Executive Petty Officer.
Additional Information:  Contact Station Ketchikan as soon as possible once you receive your orders to Station Ketchikan. We have information we need to get from you while you are on leave and we will also make arrangements to meet you at the airport or ferry terminal the day of your arrival.
       As stated earlier, there are two ways to get to Ketchikan, by plane (Alaskan airlines) from Seattle (a 2 hour flight) or an Alaska Marine Highway System (AMHS) Ferry that departs from Bellingham, WA (A 2-3 day ferry ride to Ketchikan). Make sure you make your reservations as soon as possible, if you want to travel by ferry. (www.DOT.STATE.AK.US/amhs/) or (1-907-465-3941/1-800-642-0066) and fax (1-907-465-8824). Attempt to receive a government travel card before you depart, it will make your travel a little easier.
       Your first 6 months will be very busy.  Meeting qualification deadlines is challenging and stressful. There is a lot of information provided to you that we expect you to study and absorb, so apply yourself and come prepared to learn. Study time is provided daily from 1300-1600, so plan on digging into the books for a couple of hours daily. You will be assigned a mentor that will help you with assignments and getting qualification tasks completed. Please do not plan to take any regular leave until you qualify since it is your top priority. If situations arise, leave may be granted as necessary.

       Like most small communities, Ketchikan provides little “nightlife” for those who are under the age of 21. The Crows Nest located next to the Galley and barracks, has a warm atmosphere that welcomes people of all ages. Just remember the drinking age in Alaska is 21 and it is strictly enforced.

      Ketchikan is a sportsman’s paradise with fishing, hunting, camping, sledding, canoe/ kayaking, hiking, and boating being popular activities.

WELCOME TO ALASKA!
Members without dependents

Is messing available?  Yes, Station Ketchikan is equipped with a kitchen for the duty section and the ISC’s galley also provides 3 meals a day. 

Are quarters / barracks available?  Yes, unaccompanied non-rates will be assigned to the station barracks upon reporting and will later be assigned to UPH.  As newer people report to the Ketchikan area, the option to move onto the economy may become an option
Local BAH/COLA rate: 
E-2 / E-3/E-4 w/o dependants
$1296.00. COLA for Ketchikan w/o dependants is approx $680.00
Is leased housing available for unaccompanied personnel?  No, There is no leased housing for single members in Ketchikan. 

Where do most people bank?  Wells Fargo, Key Bank and First Bank primarily but Alaska Pacific Bank, Alaska USA federal credit union are also available, people also like to use USAA. It’s an online bank with many benefits for people in the military.
Is there a mall in the area?
No, but the plaza is a two-story shopping center with an attached grocery store. There are about 12-15 businesses inside, including; Sears, Wells Fargo, Taco time, H&R Block, and a Radio Shack.  Ketchikan also has a Wal-Mart north of town, several small businesses throughout the downtown area, and a movie theater.
Members with dependents

Average cost of two bedroom: 
With utilities

With-out utilities





  $800 - $1400

     $650 - $1200

Local BAH/COLA rate: 
E-2/ E-3/E-4 w/ dependants, $1728.00/COLA approx $800.00
Is leased housing available?    No, there is no leased housing for members with dependents in Ketchikan. 

Is government owned housing available?  No, Ketchikan has no government owned housing.
Housing office:  Phone: (907) 228-0223

Fax: (907) 228-0290

Dependents medical and dental care:  Dependants can make appointments to be seen at the local Coast Guard clinic.
Tri-care available:  Prime remote 

United Concordia (dental) available:  Yes
Schools available:  Elementary
Middle

High School
Houghtaling
Schoenbar
Ketchikan High

Charter




Revilla High


Point Higgins
Is it advisable to bring dependents along when reporting?  Boot camp graduates with dependants rarely receive orders to an over seas unit for their first tour. If you do receive orders, be sure you communicate it to you sponsor, we can work it out. Just remember your first 6 months are going to be stressful and will require your full attention.

A junior member’s description of the area, job and other points of interest:  Your first couple of days here will be your check-in.  It consists of basic familiarization of the base and facilities. You will also receive gear for your duties.  There is quite a bit of paperwork that will get you entered into the CG systems.  From there you will begin your break-in process. For two weeks you will work on you watch stander qualifications. This is a highly important job that will leave you responsible for the radio communication between our vessels and the public in distress. Next, you will work on 47’ MLB and 25’ RBS qualifications. On average, this takes 3 months to complete. This will be the most challenging task in your apprenticeship. Be prepared to come in on your days off, giving up a lot of your free time to accomplish this goal.  The qualification is self-passed and requires a lot of self-initiative to get accomplished on time. When you finish this, it will be one of the most satisfying accomplishments of your billet here. The people here are extremely knowledgeable and know their stuff if you ask, but you have to ask. When you are not on watch or studying, maintenance on the boats is completed, and when a case comes in on the radio, we do the rescuing. 
   The summer months are the busy search and rescue and law enforcement season. The winter cases are few and far between, but tend to be the ones where we are truly tested and needed. The town of Ketchikan is the fourth largest in Alaska, but has no roads connecting it to the rest of the world.  It is not as nearly remote as it sounds though.  We have a movie theater, Wal-Mart, mall, and junior college, along with a plethora of tourist shops in the summer. The time you spend here will be some of the toughest and most rewarding you will ever spend. You will not regret this being your first unit in the Coast Guard, Good Luck! 
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