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Updated: Nov, 16th, 2010 District 17

The USCGC Hickory is a 225 foot Ocean Going Buoy Tender with a crew of 40 enlisted and 7 officers. The crew is divided into three departments who work together to form team HICKORY. (Deck, Operations/ Support and Engineering).  The HICKORY is a minimally manned multi-mission cutter which includes:
Aids to Navigation
Search and Rescue

Maritime Law Enforcement
Marine Environmental Protection
Homeland Security
The cutters’ primary mission is Aids to Navigation and most of our aids are around the Kenai Peninsula, hence the nickname “The Kenai Keeper”.  The HICKORY also is able to meet any demands from District 17 Command to serve any place in Alaskan waters.  
Sponsors:
HICKORY’s Executive Officer will select someone from the crew to be your sponsor.   Your sponsor will assist you in your transfer to the HICKORY.  He or she will answer any questions you may have.  It is also the sponsor’s job to help you with your check in as well as get sizes for foul weather gear that you will need upon arrival to the HICKORY.  If you have not received a sponsor or your sponsor is unavailable please contact YN2 Jaensen Lewis at (907) 235-5233 or jaensen.s.lewis@uscg.mil
Traveling Through Canada:

Driving to Alaska takes you through some beautiful places in Canada, and through Customs.  It is recommended that you get a passport for yourself as well as your family before going through customs (Military orders along with your CAC card and birth certificate are acceptable for the member only).  You must bring proof of U.S. citizenship birth certificate, certificate of citizenship or naturalization certificate.  It is also required to have a photo I.D.  Vehicles require current registration and current proof of insurance.  Firearms are recommended to be shipped via Post Office, FFL dealer to FFL dealer, or ship with your house hold goods.  If you have to bring weapons through Canada you must complete form that can be accessed via:
Traveling Through Canada (Continued):
 http://www.cfc-ccaf.gc.ca/online-en_ligne/form-assistance/PDFs/909_e.pdf. Absolutely no HANDGUNS of any type are allowed in CANADA.  Bringing pets through Canada requires a health certificate for your pets and current rabies vaccinations for pets older than three months.  If you have any questions contact Bureau of Consular Affairs at 1-888-407-4747 or via http://travel.state.gov.  If you have a DUI or other federal offense you can not travel through Canada.
Reporting Aboard:

Each individual member is required to check in with his or her unit as per the member’s orders in Service Dress Bravos.   It is recommended that you pack at least one set of ODUs to change into.  If you are unable to report on the day of your orders you must call the USCGC HICKORY.  If the HICKORY is underway the member is to report to DC1 Kevin Peaden in USCG Housing in Homer, AK.  DC1 Peaden can be reached at (907) 235-2637.  

Housing:

There are currently 16- three bedroom and 2- four bedroom family units in USCG Housing in Homer Alaska.   You must submit a housing application (CG-5267) if you are married or have dependents who reside with you whether or not you desire government housing.  If you do not wish to reside in Government Housing the Housing Officer will review your housing application and grant waivers to live on the economy on a case by case basis.  Basic Allowance for Housing rates are as per the DOD’s web site: https://secureapp2.hqda.pentagon.mil/perdiem/bah.html.   The Coast Guard also offers Unaccompanied Personal Leased Housing to our single E3’s and E2’s.  E3’s and E2’s are required to live aboard the HICKORY until qualified as Inport Security Watch Stander.  These apartment style dwellings are located throughout town.  Single members or geographical bachelors E4 and above need not submit a housing application.   Housing Applications and housing questions contact DC1 Peaden via phone, mail, fax, or e-mail: 


DC1 Kevin Peaden

USCG Housing


4105 White Alder Ct #214


Homer, AK 99603-7110


Phone/fax: (907) 235-2637


kevin.c.peaden@uscg.mil
Forwarding mail:

Your mail may be forwarded to the USCGC HICKORY on a temporary basis. You are expected to establish a permanent address change within 60 days once you get here whether it is a PO Box or delivered to your residence.  You may have mail forwarded to:

(YOUR NAME)


USCGC HICKORY (WLB 212)


4688 Homer Spit RD


Homer, AK 99603-8001
Duty:
Because the HICKORY is minimally manned cutter we have a five man inport duty section.  Our inport duty section consists of, three In port Security Watch standers (ISW), an Engineer of the Watch (EOW) and a Command Duty Officer (CDO)

As an ISW you stand most of your four hour watch as the main security of the ship both internal threats and external threats.  You can expect to answer phone calls, maintain a look out for possible threats and monitor internal communications with the duty section.  You will be the eyes and ears of the ship.  The duty rotation for ISW’s is about one day out of every five.  All E2s through E4s stand ISW.

The EOW stand duty approximately one day of duty every seven days.  Their main duty is that of the ISW in that he or she insures the safety of the HICKORY.   They also keep the duty section running like a well oiled machine.  EOW’s are second class petty officers.

The CDOs are the direct representative of the Commanding Officer and report to him anything that goes on within that duty day that affects the cutter.  They ultimately are in charge of the duty section and anyone else that is onboard that day.  The CDOs stand one day of duty every twelve days.  If you are a First Class Petty Officer or above this is the watch you will be standing.
The USCGC HICKORY is underway on an average of 180 days out of the year.   At anchor or steaming the watches consist of three bridge watch standers and two engineering watch standers.


The bridge’s watch standers consist of a Boatswain Mate of the Watch (BMOW), a Junior Officer of the Deck (JOOD) and an Officer of the Deck (OOD).  Though these watches are not rate specific it is ultimately up to the CO what watches you can stand.  An example is that a Seaman could stand JOOD or a BM2 could stand OOD as long as the CO is comfortable with the individuals’ performance.  The average Bridge Watchstander stands one four hour watch a day.

Duty (Continued):

The engineering watches consist of a Journeyman Engineer (JE) and an Engineer of the Watch (EOW).  The JEs are 3rd Class Petty Officers and 

below and the EOWs are 2nd Class Petty Officers and above.  But like the bridge watchstanders this ultimately up to the COs discretion.  The Engineers stand one watch a day as well.

Your New Community:
Homer Alaska is known as “The Halibut Fishing Capital of the World”.  Homer is a small community (winter population 4,000) located at what is known as “the end of the road”.  It is a very friendly Coast Guard community which supports the HICKORY and ROANOKE ISLAND.  Homer is very outdoor oriented town with hunting, fishing, hiking, off road activities, and skiing as the primary activities.  
Connected by road to the largest city in Alaska, Anchorage is about a four hour drive for routine get-aways allowing for shopping and “city” recreation.  Neighboring the City of Anchorage are Elmendorf Air Force Base and Fort Richardson Army Base which have a large Commissary, Exchange and Medical Facilities.   Homer is located about 70 miles south of the twin cities of Soldotna and Kenai which have department stores and a Wal-Mart Super Center.  Homer’s community has the bare essentials that most people need.  Being a small community Homer has several grocery stores, hardware stores, and electronics and gaming stores.
Medical services are available through several medical clinics and dentist offices for those members with dependants.   Emergency services are provided by South Peninsula Hospital.  All members and their dependants must be entered into Tri-Care Prime Remote upon arrival to the HICKORY.  

 Homer is a renowned artist community with numerous galleries, concerts and dance performances.  The town of Homer has two Museums Island and Oceans and the award winning Pratt Museum.  Homer offers a lot of services.  Religious services are available at Orthodox, Quakers, Mennonite, Jehovah Witness, Seventh Day Adventist, Evangelical (Baptist, Methodist, Episcopal, non-denominational), Catholic, Church of Jesus Christ and the Latter Day Saints and a small Jewish community.  It currently has a five lane bowling alley and an ice rink.  Homer does have a movie theater that shows two movies a day.  The members of the Coast Guard stationed here and their families also have the use of a nice gym with a small co pay and have access to the Homer High School pool.  Homer also has a farmers market in the summer months in which you could buy locally grown farm fresh products.  
Most members that come up here develop an initial culture shock but soon adapt to the laid back pace of a small town.  Long summer days and long winter nights take some getting used to but in the end Homer Alaska is a very attractive place to be.
Schools:

There is a local satellite campus for University of Alaska Anchorage for continuing education.  Some of the crew also takes advantage of the many on-line courses through colleges like the University of Phoenix.  The Kenai Borough School District also offers those with children a quality education.  It is however necessary for those with children to bring their immunizations records and receive the necessary immunizations for this school district.  For shots and immunizations call Public Health Tuesday and Thursday at (907) 235-8857.  
Important Phone Numbers
USCGC HICKORY (WLB 212)
phone 
(907) 235-5233

4688 Homer Spit RD
cell 

(907) 299-1121     

Homer, AK 99603-8001

fax

(907) 235-5391

USCG Homer Housing
phone 
(907) 235-2637

4105 White Alder Ct #214
fax

(907) 235-2637

Homer, AK 99603-7110

USCGC ROANOKE ISLAND (WPB 1346)
phone
(907) 235-5336

HICKORY’s Ombudsman:


Mrs. Alyssa Reines                                        phone (707) 495 -3619
Chaplins:

D17 LCDR Eugene Wozniak   phone (907) 957-1067
Pastor Charles Martindell       phone (907) 235-8528

Work Life:


Work Life Staff
1-800-872-4957 X 317


David Hydock, Relocation Manager
phone
(907) 463-2123

   
Betsy Longenbaugh, Family Advocacy
phone
(907) 463-2125

Clinton Watanabe, Family Advocacy
phone
(907) 463-2124
                                                                                Cell      (907) 209-1513


24 hr Family Advocacy Line
1-800-222-0364

Job Service:


Homer Job Services
phone
(907) 235-4322

TRICARE:


DEERS eligibility
1-800-538-9552

TRICARE Prime Remote
1-800-363-2273


TRICARE Dental
1-800-866-8499


TRICARE For Life
1-866-773-0404
Medical:


Kachemak Bay Medical
phone (907) 235-7000


Homer Medical Clinic
phone (907) 235-8586

        South Penn Hospital                                     phone (907 235-8101
Dental:


Dr. Vicky Hodnik                                         phone (907) 235-7585

Dr. Edward Todd
phone (907) 235-8574
Orthodontist:


Dr. Kristine Lamentola
phone
(907) 235-2358

Ophthalmologist:


Dr. Garred Sitenga
phone
(907) 235-2358

        Dr. Boyd                                                                               235-7745
Vaccinations:


Homer Public Health
phone
(907) 235-8857


Child Care:


Ulmers Home    
phone 
(907) 235-7005

Cozy Kids 
phone 
(907) 235-5578

Granny Nanny  
phone  
(907) 235-2099

Raspberry Lane 

phone  
(907) 235-8333

Boys and Girls Club  
phone 
(907) 235-2772
Public Schools:


Paul Banks Elementary (K-2)
phone
(907) 235-8161


West Homer Elementary (3-6)
phone
(907) 235-5660


McNeil Canyon Elementary (K-6)
phone
(907) 235-8181


Chapman School, Anchor Point (K-8)
phone 
(907) 235-8671


Homer Middle School
phone
(907) 235-5291


Homer High School
phone
(907) 235-8186

Connections Home School
phone
(907) 235-3260
Other Schools:


Homer Head Start
phone
(907) 235-4322

Fireweed Academy Charter School (3-6)
phone
(907) 235-9728


Smokey Bay Private School (3-6)
phone
(907) 235-8778

Pet Lodging:


Wuffda Kennels
phone
(907) 235-3990

Ferry Systems:


Alaska Marine Highway
phone (800) 526-6731


web
 
www.akferry.org
Lodging:

Alaska Windjammer Suites
phone 
(907) 235-9761

Alaska’s Pioneer Inn
phone
(907) 235-5670

Alaska Suites
phone
(907) 235-1972

Bay View Inn Homer
phone
(907) 235-8485

Beluga Lake Lodge
phone
(907) 235-5995


Best Western Bidarka Inn
phone
(907) 235-8148


Dandy Cabins of Homer
phone 
(907) 235-3839

Driftwood Inn
phone
(907) 235-8019


Heritage Hotel Lodge
phone
(907) 235-7787


Homer Cabins
phone
(907) 235-6768


Land’s End Resort
phone
(907) 235-0400


Ocean Shores
phone 
(907) 235-7775

Homer’s population triples during the summer months.  Make sure you make your lodging well in advance.  There are a lot of B&B’s that can be found on the internet.   Most do not allow pets so call a head of time.    
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q:  I heard the cost of living is high in Alaska?

A:  Yes the cost of living in Alaska is high but we receive a Cost of Living Allowance (COLA).  The COLA allowance is as per https://secureapp2.hqda.pentagon.mil/perdiem/ocform.html.  You can save money by shopping at the exchange at Elmendorf AFB buying most of your canned and other items that preserve well.  Then all that has to be purchased locally is your perishable items.
Q:  I have not received my relocation package or I am not getting the information I need?
A:  The first step is to try to get a hold of your sponsor.  Next try to get a hold of YN2 Bredehoeft.  If all fails call the Relocation Office at 1-800-872-4957, ext 317, then 5.  
Q:  Should I drive my Vehicle?

A:  Yes, if you have a reliable form of transportation.  It is recommended however that you get it inspected by your local mechanic before you start the trip.  There are very few service stations on the Al-Can Highway.  A lot of the Al-Can is still gravel so it is recommended that you pick up a full size spare.  If you do not have a reliable form of transportation, ship your vehicle.

Q:  Should I drive or take the ferry?

A:  The trip through Canada is a very beautiful and fun trip.  The trip on the Alaskan Marine Highway is also a beautiful trip.  It is nice to relax for a couple of days.  The one draw back to the ferry is that you are on the ferry’s schedule.   Make sure if you decide to utilize the Alaskan Marine Highway that you make reservations well ahead of time. http://www.akferry.org/ or 1-800-526-6731
Q:  Do I need to have four wheel drive vehicle?

A:  No.  It is however recommended that you have a four wheel drive or all wheel drive vehicle.  Front wheel drive vehicles do well up here as well.  With a rear wheel drive vehicle you just have to be a little more cautious.  It is also recommended that you purchase a set of studded tires for winter driving.
Q:  I want to bring my motorcycle; can I ride it up there?

A:  Yes.  Some of the HICKORY’s crew have motorcycles and a lot of times with the CO’s permission bring them on long trips.  We do make an annual trip to Juneau for Buoy Tender Round Up.  You can count on going to the yards or to Honolulu, Hawaii at lease once during your tour here.  USCG regulations require that you wear a helmet, even though Alaskan state law does not. 
Q:  I am a single Non-rate should I bring any household goods?

A:  Yes.  The apartment style dwellings that you will receive are unfurnished.  It is not however advised you bring over your weight allowance (5000 lbs).  Most people bring a bed, TV, DVD/VCR, a computer and anything else you need.  Pets are not allowed in the Leased Housing.
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