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 UNIT INFORMATION

DATE SHEET FILLED OUT: 01 Mar 2011
DISTRICT 17 (PACIFIC AREA)
UNIT NAME: 



USCGC ALEX HALEY (WMEC 39)

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:
COMMANDING OFFICER







USCGC ALEX HALEY (WMEC 39)







P.O. BOX 190657







KODIAK, AK  99619-0657







ATTN: (Your Name)

COMMERCIAL PHONE:  907-487-5616


FAX: 907-487-5979

WEB SITE: N/A

E-MAIL:  
FIRST NAME. MIDDLE INITIAL. LAST NAME@USCG.MIL



EX: FOR JOHN ALFRED SMITH, John.A.SMITH@USCG.MIL

Note:  E-Mail accounts may take time to get set up as new personnel need to receive local training prior to access and use of the system. 

UNITS MISSIONS:  Homeland Security, Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement and Fisheries Management in the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska.
TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Assigned to the Deck Division under the First Lieutenant.  Underway an SA/SN participates in all deck evolutions under the supervision of the Boatswains Mates, and is responsible for handling mooring lines, anchoring the ship, raising and lowering of the ship’s small boats, serving as boat crewman, helmsman, lookout, working as a helicopter tie down team member during flight operations and can be qualified to become a law enforcement boarding team member, rescue swimmer or serving as a vital part of the ship’s defense force manning machine gun mounts.  Inport assignments focus on deck and bulkhead preservation, maintenance on rescue and survival equipment and inport training.  All SA/SNs reporting aboard are required to complete their Damage Control Personnel Qualifications Standards (DCPQS) within four months of arrival.  Additionally, you will be expected to qualify as Inport Security Watchstander (ISW) and Gangway Petty Officer of the Watch (GPOW) within the same four-month time period.

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  As a non-rate, you will be assigned to either the main propulsion group (MMR), the power generation group (AMR), or the Auxiliary (AUX), under the Main Propulsion Assistant (MPA) and the Engineering Department Head which is the Engineer Officer or EO.  Underway, an FA/FN is expected to participate in numerous all-hands evolutions and will qualify in any or all of the following positions:  anchoring, boat engineer, flight ops fire teams, and may be qualified to become a law enforcement boarding team member. All personnel reporting aboard are required to complete their Damage Control Personnel Qualifications Standards (DCPQS) within four months of arrival.   Additionally, you will be expected to qualify as Inport Security Watchstander (ISW), Engineering Security Watchstander (ESW) and Gangway Petty Officer of the Watch (GPOW) within the same four-month time period.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  When qualified, Seamen will stand watch every 4-5 days as ISW and GPOW.  During this 24 hour duty day, beginning at 0845 until 0845 next day, each watch-stander typically stands two 4-hour watches and fills a billet or station for the damage control teams (they have a certain assigned job in case of an emergency).  All seamen will help in the galley by serving as mess cooks for 2-4 weeks on a rotating basis between the Engineering and Deck departments. 

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  When qualified, Firemen will stand watch every 4-5 days as Inport Security Watchstanders (ISW) and GPOW.  During this duty day which is from 0845 to 0845 each watch stander typically stands 2, 4 hour watches and fills a billet or station for the damage control teams (they have a certain assigned job in case of an emergency).  All firemen will help in the galley by serving as mess cooks for 2-4 weeks on a rotating basis between the Engineering and Deck departments. 

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  A seaman typically stands one to two 4- hour watches a day while underway qualifying on helm and lookout watches.  Boatswain Mate of the Watch (BMOW) and Quarter Master of the Watch (QMOW) are also positions that may be filled.  Seaman also serve on damage control teams and fire fighting teams during general quarters and general emergency.  The work days underway are Monday through Friday 0800 to 1600 with an hour for lunch and Saturday 0800 to 1230.  Occasionally as one might expect, work has to be done outside of the normal work day, but the frequency of this is limited and compensation is normally rewarded.  All seamen help in the galley by serving as mess cooks on a rotating basis between the Engineering and Deck departments. 

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  A fireman can expect to stand one to two 4-hour watches a day while underway qualifying as Engineering Security Watchstander (ESW) and Auxiliary Watch Stander (AUX).  Firemen also serve as a member of one of our repair lockers or as a member of engineering repair (engine room) during general quarters or general emergency. The workdays underway are Monday through Friday 0800 to 1600 with an hour for lunch and Saturday 0800 to 1230.  Occasionally as one might expect, work has to be done outside of the normal workday, but the frequency of this is limited and compensation is normally rewarded.  All firemen help in the galley by serving as mess cooks on a rotating basis between the Engineering and Deck departments. 

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  ALEX HALEY is home ported at Base Support Command, Kodiak, AK.  You can only get to Kodiak Island by airplane or ferry.  Your sponsor will assist you to make your move as smooth as possible.  Your sponsor will meet you at the airport, in the baggage claim area, if arriving by plane.  If you’re driving, your sponsor will meet you at the ferry terminal as you exit the off load ramp.  Feel free to contact your sponsor at anytime during the reporting process, at a minimum provide your sponsor with the following information:


Flight/Ferry Information.


Date and Time of Arrival.


Number of Dependents traveling with you.


Number of bags accompanying you.

The phone number for ALEX HALEY is: 907-487-5616

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:  If ALEX HALEY is underway when you arrive on island, report to the Personnel Servicing Support Unit (PSSU), Kodiak (large building immediately to the right after the main gate).  The phone number to BSU Kodiak is 907-487-5170 EXT 184.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET):  On board ship, each crewmember is assigned a small stand-up locker in addition to normal under-rack storage (approx 6 cubic feet).  When first reporting, a single non-rate will be placed in the barracks.  The barracks are 2-person furnished rooms with a bed, locker and refrigerator.  Personnel are allowed to bring a TV and limited bulky personal items (bicycle, fishing poles, stereo, etc) since the rooms must be inspection ready at all times.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  Operational Dress Uniform (ODUs) with steel toed boots.  
RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  Kodiak is windy and rainy for much of the year so a good jacket is recommended. Additional cold and foul weather gear is issued upon arrival.  Crew t-shirts and sweatshirts are authorized underway and are available from our ship’s store. Underway and after hours, boat crew shoes are authorized.  Athletic shoes are not authorized except to and from the gym.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER:  60-75 (F

WINTER:  30-40 (F

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  Kodiak Community College, a satellite of University of Anchorage is in the city of Kodiak and offers classes during evenings and weekends.  There are also opportunities in education going through the unit or base Educational Services Officer (ESO).
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, MK, OS, ET, EM, FS, DC, HS, GM, YN, and SK.  AMT, AET, and AST when an aviation detachment is embarked.

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  Downtown Kodiak is 7 miles away, about 15 minutes by car.  The next largest city is Anchorage.  Anchorage is about 300 miles to the North, and is only accessible from Kodiak by plane.  The seaports of Homer and Seward, about 150 miles to the Northeast, are accessible with overnight ferry runs.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  Coast Guard base Kodiak is the largest in the Coast Guard.  It includes Air Station Kodiak, Base Support Command Kodiak, Rockmore-King Medical Clinic, Communications Station Kodiak, Loran Station Kodiak, Electronics Support Unit Kodiak, North Pacific Regional Fisheries Training Center, CGC ALEX HALEY, CGC MUNRO and CGC SPAR.  Additionally, Elmendorf Air Force Base and Fort Richardson are located just outside Anchorage, AK.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  There is an exchange and commissary on base as well as a fuel station, post office, pizza parlor and a convenience store.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  There is a Catholic Church located on base and in town.  There is also a Protestant Chapel on base and churches of most protestant denominations in town.  Russian Orthodox churches are also located locally and play a large part in the culture and history of the island.

COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska with port calls in Dutch Harbor, Nome, Valdez, Seward, and possibly Petropovlosk or Provideniya, Russia.  Training and maintenance visits are likely to the Washington ports of Seattle & Everett and the California ports of San Francisco and San Diego.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Service Dress Blue – Bravo.

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:  If reporting aboard and contact has not been made with your sponsor, ask for the OOD.  If calling on the phone and your sponsor is not available, if an SA/SN ask for the BM1, if an FA/FN, ask for the MK1.

OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW:

ALEX HALEY is a great unit!  We focus on Safety, Professionalism and Teamwork.  You will find your new shipmates helpful and excited about the job we do in Alaska and the Bering Sea.  Kodiak is a great place to live especially if you like the outdoors.  Outdoorsmen will find world-class Salmon, Dolly Varden and Halibut fishing, hiking or mountain biking on the numerous mountain trails close to the base, and for the more outgoing, deer and mountain goat hunting unsurpassed in the lower 48.  There is a gym and swimming pool at the ISC as well as fitness equipment on board.  The food aboard is great – ALEX HALEY has some tremendously talented cooks.  Underway morale events include skeet shoots, bingo, movies and fishing.  During our portcalls you’ll find mini-tournaments in basketball, softball, racquetball and indoor soccer.  You can expect to work hard, have fun, and enjoy your tour. 

Check out the following websites for more information on Kodiak and Alaska:

     CGC Alex Haley
     Kodiak MWR
     ALASKA FERRY
    KODIAK ISLAND
    Team Kodiak

 HYPERLINK "http://www.uscg.mil/D17/TEAMKODIAKRELO/TEAMKODIAKWEBSITE/INDEX" 


 ALASKA TRAVEL INFORMATION

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  Yes on the ship.  The base also offers a full service galley.

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  Yes.  When first reporting, a single non-rate will be placed in the barracks.  The barracks are 2-person furnished rooms with a bed, locker and refrigerator.  Personnel are allowed to bring a TV and limited bulky personal items (bicycle, fishing poles, stereo, etc) since the rooms must be inspection ready at all times.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD:  Rates do not differ significantly from service provided in lower 48 states.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  In the barracks, this is based solely on availability.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  No, upon reporting the MAA and XO will arrange barracks accommodations.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  Several different banks are located in downtown Kodiak.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  Alaska USA Federal Credit Union.

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  No, but there are ample stores and shops for all needs.

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $800-$1200 per month without utilities.

BAH RATE FOR AN E2 OR E3 (WITH DEPENDENTS):  OVER $1600 monthly
IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No
IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING:  Each situation is different depending on reporting dates and number of dependents, normally 1-3 months.

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE#:
1-800-563-4252 ext 141.  Ask for a copy of the latest housing frequently asked questions.  It will provide a wealth of information that is vital to those seeking housing on base.  The following ISC Kodiak website provides Housing info:

http://www.uscg.mil/d17/TeamKodiakRelo/TEAMKODIAKWEBSITE/housing/FAQ_m20.html
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  CG owned housing.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY:  Rates do not differ significantly from service provided in lower 48 states.

WHER DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  On base at the clinic.  Care in town is available if on Tricare Remote.

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  Yes, the base has a large childcare center and work life maintains a list of childcare providers who are Red Cross certified.  There is an elementary school located just off base as well as two private schools in town.  Seasonal sports activities are widely available including youth football, basketball and soccer programs as well as summer camp programs including a salmon camp, rafting and a teen center located in the gym.  The Kodiak environment is very safe and family oriented with extensive playgrounds located all over the base.  For most general questions, the best resource is the ALEX HALEY ombudsman who can assist you and your family with questions about schools, Tricare, etc.  Ask your sponsor for an updated phone number and e-mail address.

JUNIOR SHIPMATES DESCRIPTION OF LIFE ABOARD ALEX HALEY:

From Engineering:

Hello. My name is Fireman Jones; I have been aboard the CGC Alex Haley for 6 months.  I work in the Engineering Auxiliary division, known as "A-Gang."  My shop is responsible for air conditioning and refrigeration systems, hydraulic units to power the single point davits which control the lowering and recovery of the small boat, steering mechanism, and anchor windlass, ship service steam supplying pre-heaters and re-heaters, our 2 Zodiac Rigid Hull Inflatable small boats, JP5 Aviation fueling system for our HH-65 Dolphin, potable water system, fuel transfer, storage and recirculation system.  Basically, our work covers everything outside of the engine and generator rooms, excluding sewage and electrical systems.  The diversity of our work allows me to learn about all types of systems, how they work and their specific maintenance.

I have completed my in port and underway engineering security watch stander qualification, my in port security watch stander qualification and my damage control personnel qualification standards.  These certifications allow me to understand and react to any possible personnel or equipment casualties on board our cutter.  As a security and engineering security watch stander I am responsible for the well being of the ship and the crew; quite a responsibility.  The only reason I feel comfortable with this responsibility is because of the extensive training I have received since my arrival.  This cutter is definitely proactive on training and has programs in effect to ensure the safety and survivability of the crew and the ship.  One other qualification I had the privilege to learn is my position as an AFFF operator/hose man for the Helicopter fire team.  It is my responsibility to make sure we have adequate AFFF available to respond to a Helicopter crash or fire on board our cutter.  For my underway engineering security watch stander position I make rounds of the ship through all engineering spaces and take vital readings on equipment, survey for any possible damage and respond to any casualties that may occur.  

My favorite things about this ship include the amount you can learn if you really apply yourself, the supportive nature of all members of the crew, the willingness and ability the crew will work with other departments to accomplish the jobs, and last but certainly not least the importance of our missions.  Along with providing a floating fire station and ambulance service, we inspect vessels to ensure proper safety equipment.  We make sure that fishing vessels are using the proper methods to catch the correct fish for a particular location and area.  We protect the vastly economically important resource of our marine ecosystem by monitoring proper harvest and ensure that no foreign vessels utilize our resources (by patrolling the Maritime Boundary Line).  But most importantly we save lives. Underway life is different when I first reported to this unit I was very nervous about leaving the comfort of land and spending the next 7 weeks out at sea, boy was I wrong the feeling you get from being out on the open ocean is something I had never felt, the crew becomes very close which is a big part for me we are like a family. We have many events underway that make it fun, this last patrol we had a hot dog eating contest which I am proud to say I am the Alex Haley champion, every Sat night we have pizza night and bingo, not to mention the countless other activities we do to have fun.

 I joined the coast guard to get some direction and responsibility in my life, serve my country, and to learn valuable skills I could use someday outside in the civilian world. In my short time here I have learned more then I bargained for, and I know until I leave this wonderful cutter everyday will bring a new challenge and a lesson I can hold on to for life I will always remember my days aboard the CGC Alex Haley. 

From Deck Force:

Hi, my name is SN Link. I have been aboard the CGC Alex Haley for 6 1/2 months. I am currently scheduled to attend Damage Control A-School next year. I work in the Deck Department. We are responsible for the mooring lines, towing hawser, heaving lines, rescue & survival equipment, running our 2 small boats and cleaning and maintaining our work spaces, all topside coatings, ground tackle (anchor handling equipment) and weather decks. Most of our time is spent priming, painting and repairing pieces of equipment.


As a member of Deck Force I work mostly with Bosnmates and the other deckies, unless I am mess cooking or doing my collateral duty work, which can be a number of things like Paint supply or Aviation Locker or Rescue and survival locker and or DCPO (Damage Control Petty Officer). Work for this collateral includes fixing scuttles and doors, preventive maintenance and testing of fire extinguishers, emergency lighting, and first aid equipment, as well as ensuring all my spaces are properly labeled and stenciled.


After you qualify for your basic watches (which takes 2-4months) you will be standing Helm & Lookout watches underway and Inport Security Watches when the cutter is tied up to the pier. Once basic qualifications are completed, you will be able to start qualifying for the more advanced jobs onboard. They include: Helicopter Tie Down, Small Boat Crewman, Small boat Coxswain, Bos'n mate of the watch, boarding crew member, gun crew member, ships rescue swimmer, master helmsman, quartermaster of the watch. All of this depends on how motivated you are and what you want to do in the Coast Guard. 


Life here in Kodiak is pretty good. On the professional side, here at ISC Kodiak you will have plenty of opportunities to look around and see what the Coast Guard has to offer because every rate is represented here. If you are not sure what you want to do in the Coast Guard, ask around, the command is real good with helping you get in touch with a bunch of different people to help you figure it all out.


On the personal side, you can't ask for a better place for you first assignment. We've got the country's best hunting and fishing right out the front gate. The ship is really busy and you have lots to do on and off watch. You will get to travel around a lot. The ship has been to Honolulu, Seattle, Everett, Anchorage, San Diego, Nome, (my favorite) Dutch Harbor, and Russia. Onboard we are allowed time for morale events underway like Fish calls, game nights and if our patrol allows it you can participate in the Golden Dragon or the Blue Nose Polar Bear ceremonies. The Golden Dragon ceremony happens when the ship passes over the International Dateline, while the Blue Nose Polar Bear ceremony happens when the ship enters the artic circle. These events involve the entire crew and are extremely entertaining and worthwhile, there are not to many cutters out there that can say they've crossed the line.


We also compete with other units at ISC Kodiak in the Captains Cup events. The activities cover just about every sport from softball to water polo. They also have a team triathlons on the island involving running, swimming and mountain biking. For town events they have a rodeo once a year, a demolition derby and the annual Crab Festival in May. The Crab Fest is a great way to get involved and interact with the local community. 


Hope to see you here soon!

