UNIT INFORMATION SHEET

DATE SHEET FILLED OUT: 	13 April  2012, District 14, Western Pacific
	
UNIT NAME:	CGC WASHINGTON (WPB-1331)

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:	Commanding Officer
	USCGC WASHINGTON (WPB-1331)
	FPO AP 96683-3956
	Attn: (Your Name Here)

Business Phone Number 1:	(671)355-4855
Business Phone Number 2:	(671)355-4911
Business Fax Number:	(671)355-4916
Business Cellular Number:	(671)687-7086
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Web Site: 	http://www.uscg.mil/d14/cgcWashington/

Unit’s Missions:	Homeland Security, Search and Rescue, Enforcement of Laws & Treaties, Recreational Boating Safety, Defense Operations, Marine Sanctuary Conservation

Typical SA/SN Job Assignment:	Hull maintenance, deck seamanship, boat lowering detail, small boat crewman, navigation

Inport Watch & Rotation for SA/SN:	Inport Crewman – 1 in 4

Underway Watch & Rotation for SA/SN:	Quartermaster of the Watch – 1 in 4

Typical FA/FN Job Assignment:	Primary and auxiliary machinery maintenance, damage control and fire fighting 

Inport Watch & Rotation for FA/FN:	Inport Crewman – 1 in 4

Underway Watch & Rotation for FA/FN:	Engineer Officer of the Watch – 1 in 4

How much personal storage space:	Approximately 15 cubic feet

Uniform normally worn during workday:	ODU

Recommended uniform items:	Extra ODU in addition to sea bag issue, including standard “Coast Guard” t-shirts

Uniform to report in:	Tropical Blue Long w/Combination Cover

To report for duty after hours:	Report to Cutter

To report for duty if unit is underway:	Report to Sector Guam Servicing Personnel Office

Average Temperature:	75-90 (Year round)

Types of continuing education available:	University of Guam, Guam Community College, Navy College Office,  Distance learning through private universities, CLEP Videos and Tests

Ratings present at the unit:	Machinery Technician (MKC, MK2, MK3), Boatswains Mate (BM1, BM2, BM3), Electricians Mate (EM1), Food Service Specialist (FS2), Gunners Mate (GM2), Non-Rates (SN/FN)

Nearest city and distance:	Hagatna; 8 Miles

Nearest military facility and distance:	Naval Base Guam, co-located

Nearest exchange and commissary:	Navy Exchange and Commissary on board Naval Base Guam; Air Force Exchange & Commissary at Andersen Air Force Base (20 Miles)

Where do most people bank?	USAA, Navy Federal Credit Union, several local banks and credit unions

Is there a mall in the area?	There are three malls in the area – 2 “US style” malls and 1 outlet mall.

Common destinations of deployments:	Guam, Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands, Federated States of Micronesia

If sponsor is not available, ask for:	XO or MKC

MEMBER WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available?	Yes

Quarters and/or barracks available?	Yes

Rate of auto insurance for typical 18-20 year old: Male: $125-150/month; Female: $100-125/month

Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased Housing available? No

Where will a single non-rate likely live?	Bachelor’s Enlisted Quarters (Barracks at Naval Base Guam)

Should member submit Housing application to housing office? No

MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two-bedroom apartment:	$1900 without utilities

OHA rate for an E-2 and E-3:	With dependants: $1900

Is leased housing available?	No.

Is government owned housing available?	Yes.

What is the average wait for a two-bedroom apartment? 0-1 month

Housing office phone number:	(671) 333-2081

Where do most dependants live?	Government owned housing

Rate of auto insurance for a typical young family: $150/month

Where do dependents normally receive medical care? Naval Hospital Guam.

Where do dependents go to school?	Department of Defense school system.

What level of TRICARE is available?	PRIME

Is DELTA Dental available?	Yes

Is it advisable to bring dependants when first reporting aboard? Yes

Please have a junior member of the crew describe the area, jobs that are performed, etc.  Be as thorough as necessary.

SN:

Aboard a 110’ Patrol Boat, a SN is tasked with many different things concerning the maintenance and general upkeep of the cutter.  From sanding and painting to getting qualified as in-port crewman and Quartermaster of the Watch, a SN has many responsibilities to attend to.  Since my arrival, I have worked on the complete sanding and repainting of the ship’s hull and all the deck hatches.  I have also completed work on the interior portions of the ship.  Underway I handle lines, work as part of the small boat detail, serve as the cutter’s rescue swimmer, train towards becoming a law enforcement boarding team member, and stand watch on the bridge.  The watch on the bridge consists of maintaining the ship’s logs and basic electronic navigation.

In conclusion, as a SN on a patrol boat you are required to attain all required qualifications and ensure the ship’s deck maintenance is properly performed.  It’s a lot of hard work and a lot of responsibility, but it’s all very worthwhile. 

Outside of work, Guam is a beautiful island with lots to offer.  For just about anything you would like to do, there is a place on the island to do it.  There are places to do all kinds of water sports; from jet skiing to renting a boat for the afternoon. Guam has two malls with many stores and movie theaters.  If you didn’t know, Guam is a big tourist attraction for many people from Japan and the other Asian nations so there are many restaurants and activities catering to tourists (Hard Rock Café, Planet Hollywood, water parks, etc).  

It’s a great island if you enjoy the outdoors, there are many hikes that lead to natural flowing waterfalls and some are good for mountain biking. The beaches are beautiful and the coral reefs around here contain many tropical fish and other marine wildlife.  Scuba diving is a must on the island along with snorkeling.  There are a couple of golf courses that are in excellent condition and will definitely satisfy the every Sunday golfer. Downtown Guam, also known as Tumon, holds the majority of night life that Guam is known for.  There are many restaurants, shops, and bars. Guam is a cool place for any Coastie and holds many unique opportunities for you to explore. 


FN:

As a FN, you will work on becoming an underway EOW (Engineer of the Watch).  You will become very familiar with the engine room.  You will work with all the systems on the boat such as main propulsion diesel engines, diesel generators, sewage, potable water, grey water, etc.  You will make sure the engines and generators are working properly.  You will also learn the emergency procedures for engineering casualties.  While in port, you will work with the engineering department. You will help conduct any repairs or adjustments needed on the boat.  

The area we work in consists of a large chain of islands, the Marianas Islands.  We are underway on average about 6.5 days a month.  There is usually a crew of only 16, so there is definitely a sense of family onboard. Guam is very tropical and has a lot to offer outside of work also.  Guam offers great hiking, snorkeling, diving or another activities, or you may choose to just relax on the many beaches or watch a movie.  Whatever your interests are, you can probably fulfill them here if you try.  Guam is very far from the U.S., so if you get home sick easily, it may not be the best choice for you.  However, being overseas gives you an array of options if you choose to go on vacation.  Australia, Japan, Thailand, Hawaii and the Philippines are all just a few hours plane ride away. The USCGC Washington is a great billet to receive when departing Cape May.  You will be responsible for learning a lot, but it is very rewarding if you work hard at it. 

Pictures:
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USCGC WASHINGTON UNDERWAY OFF THE COAST OF GUAM
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USCGC WASHINGTON ANCHORED AT PAGAN ISLAND, CNMI
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