UNIT INFORMATION

DATE SHEET FILLED OUT: November 4, 2011    District: D13   	

UNIT NAME: USCG Station Cape Disappointment

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:

Commanding Officer
USCG STA Cape Disappointment
PO Box 460
Ilwaco, WA 98624

Home Of Record: Southwest Washington Coast

COMMERCIAL PHONE: (360) 642-2382 	FAX: (360) 642-7062

WEB SITE:  http://www.uscg.mil/d13/sectcolrvr/units/capedisappointment.asp

 E-MAIL: None

UNITS MISSIONS:   Station Cape Disappointment’s primary mission is search and rescue (SAR).  In addition to that the unit is responsible for conducting Ports, Waterways, and Coastal Security (PWCS) missions.  This means that the Station takes a primary role in protecting the Port of Astoria, while ensuring that the flow of commercial traffic goes unimpeded.  As with most units in the Coast Guard, Station Cape Disappointment also plays a significant law enforcement role ranging from the enforcement of recreational boating safety standards to ensuring compliance with federal fisheries laws.  

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:   Most SA/SN will work in the Maintenance Division, primarily focusing on the deck side.  This means that you will ensure the cleanliness of the unit’s boats, while maintaining gear that the “deckies” are responsible for (i.e. towing equipment, survival gear, etc). Most non-rated personnel will also assist in maintaining the unit’s grounds, while participating in the mess cook rotation at least once.  When you are not performing unit/boat maintenance you will be acting as crewmembers aboard the unit’s small boats. 

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:   Most FA/FN will work in the Maintenance Division, primarily assisting the engineers maintain the machinery aboard the unit’s small boats. Most non-rated personnel will also assist in maintaining the unit’s grounds, while participating in the mess cook rotation at least once.  When you are not performing unit/boat maintenance you will be acting as crewmembers aboard the unit’s small boats. 

DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN or FA/FN:
Upon arrival to Station Cape Disappointment you will be placed into a duty section.  Duty crews work a Port/Starboard duty rotation with sliding weekends.  This means that you will stand duty for a period of 48 hours followed by a 48 hour liberty period.  Two weekends out of each month you will have duty for 72 hours, and the other two you will be off for 72  hours. 
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET): Married personnel need to inform you sponsors of your status. Single members will be going into the Unaccompanied Personnel Housing (UPH). Your UPH room is 290 square feet and has a bed and a wardrobe for yourself, there will also be a desk for you. Each UPH room has its own sink, shower, and toilet. Storage space is limited to whatever can fit under your bed and whatever can fit in your wardrobe closet. With minimal space provided, it’s a good idea to pack on the light side, then see what you have room for after arrival. 

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: ODU’s unless otherwise specified by the Command. 

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  Rain pants that match the Foul Weather Parka. 

AVERAGE WEATHER INFOORMATION:   

Quoted from http://www.idcide.com/weather/wa/long-beach.htm
“Long Beach, WA climate is cool during summer when temperatures tend to be in the 50's and cold during winter when temperatures tend to be in the 40's. 
The warmest month of the year is September with an average maximum temperature of 67.00 degrees Fahrenheit, while the coldest month of the year is January with an average minimum temperature of 35.20 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Temperature variations between night and day tend to be fairly limited during summer with a difference that can reach 15 degrees Fahrenheit, and fairly limited during winter with an average difference of 13 degrees Fahrenheit. 
The annual average precipitation at Long Beach is 81.19 Inches. Winter months tend to be wetter than summer months. The wettest month of the year is December with an average rainfall of 12.37 Inches.”
UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP: The mutual assistance requests are handled by Executive Petty Officer (XPO) of the unit. Requests for mutual assistance shall be made utilizing your chain of command. 

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: Programs like Dantes, C.L.E.P. tests, online education services and correspondence courses may be your option. The Commanding Officer is the unit Education Services officer and along with Sector Columbia River can help determine the program right for you. The nearest education center is Grays Harbor Community College in Ilwaco, WA, and Clatsop Community College located in Astoria, OR.  



RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: The majority of the members at the unit are either Boatswain’s Mates (BM) or Machinery Technicians (MK). There are also Damage Controlmen (DC), Electricians Mates (EM), Storekeepers (SK), and Food Service Specialists (FS).  

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: Astoria, OR is the closest large town at 12 miles from the unit. To the south of Astoria by 20 miles is Seaside OR, which is popular for its movie theater, outlet mall and beach activities. Portland, OR is 120 miles east of Ilwaco, WA.  Long View, WA which has various stores and shopping centers, is on the way to Portland, OR  which is approximately 2 hours driving time. Seattle WA is 140 miles north and is approximately 3 hours driving time. 

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: Air Station Astoria / Sector Columbia River, located in Warrenton, OR approximately 14 miles away. 

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: Located in Astoria is a small Coast Guard exchange.  Near Seattle, WA is Fort Lewis, which is a large army installation. Fort Lewis has a large PX and commissary 

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: Catholic, Baptist, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Lutheran Church, Morman, as well as a community church for Christians.

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY: Approximately 50 total nautical miles of coastline starting from the south at Hay stack rock near Cannon Beach, OR to Ocean Park, WA located north of Ilwaco on the Long Beach peninsula.  The unit also operates up to 50 nautical miles offshore and 50 nautical miles upriver to Puget Island.

PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING ABOARD: When reporting aboard at Cape Disappointment, it is advised that you show up in between 0730-1600.  If you must report after 2200 you should call the Officer of the day (OOD) and notify them of your report time.  

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: You are to report wearing the Service Dress Blue uniform. The only change to this is when specified by the OOD or the Command. Be sure to ask your sponsor prior to reporting aboard. 

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: Every member is assigned a sponsor and a running mate. In the event that your sponsor is not available, ask to speak with or meet your running mate. Your running mate serves as a guide and will assist you for the first two weeks while settling in.  Your running mate will show you around, introduce you to the members of the unit, and help you complete your check in sheet. 


ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW:    Throughout the Coast Guard there are only 20 small boat stations designated as Surf Stations.  Station Cape Disappointment has the privilege of not only being designated as a Surf Station, but it is also one of only four stations that has a 52’ SPC-HWX boat. These boats are made of steel and were created in the late 1950’s.  They are designed to respond in the most extreme conditions, and the limitations of the vessel far exceed those of the newer 47’ MLB. As a member of Station Cape Disappointment you will be qualified on the 52’ SPC-HWX, the 47’ MLB, and the 25’ RBS.  While performing your duties aboard these platforms you will have the opportunity to conduct a multitude of missions in all weather conditions while serving at the Coast Guards premier Surf Station.

Prior to reporting aboard it is absolutely necessary that you contact your unit sponsor so that we can be prepared for your arrival. The nearest airport is Portland International Airport (PDX) and this is where you should plan on flying into if you are not driving.  A ride will be arranged for you from the airport. The unit will send you a “Welcome Aboard” message that has other important information, please be sure to retrieve this.  If you are married or have dependents the unit must know as soon as possible.   

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

BAH RATE FOR AN E2/E3: $750

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: Yes. Rations In Kind (RIK) are granted to members residing in UPH. Members living on the economy are provided with SEPRATS (Separate Rations), meaning that you will receive money in your paycheck to pay for meals.

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: Yes. All single E-2 and E-3 members will be assigned to UPH upon arrival. Moving out of UPH is allowed as newer members report to the UPH.  

AUTOMOTIVE INSURANCE RATES: Insurance costs vary, depending on a member’s past driving records and current marital status. Please contact your insurance provider to obtain this information prior to arriving at the unit. 

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No. the unit only maintains housing for personnel with dependents.  There are however several houses in the area available for rent. The average cost is around $700.00 per month. Most rentals do not cover utilities. Electricity, sometimes water and garbage, phone bill and cable are to be added to the total. The cost can be over $900.00 dollars, that is why shipmates as roommates are needed to cover costs of the economy living. BAH rate is $750.00 dollars. Members receiving BAH also receive SEPRATS to help with living costs. The Housing Officer can be contacted along with your unit sponsor to help answer questions about standard of living for the unit. 

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE: Non-rated members who are single will be placed in UPH. Married personnel will most likely be assigned to Government Housing. 

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE: If you have dependents, Yes.  Contact your sponsor to assist you in this process. In the event housing is not available you will be provided BAH to live on the economy. 

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK: There are many banks in the area and if you have specific banking needs contact your sponsor who can assist you. 

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA: Yes, there are around half a dozen federal credit unions in the vicinity of Astoria, OR. 

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA: Yes, in Seaside, OR		
HOW MANY STORES: Approximately 30 stores are included in the outlet mall in Seaside, OR


MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

BAH RATE FOR AN E2/E3: $999	

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No 

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE: Yes. The unit maintains 14 houses for personnel with dependents. 

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING IN MONTHS: 2-4 months, depending on availability. 

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE: (360) 642-2382		FAX#: (360) 642-7062

